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I 0o his Royal Highneſs 


— 


8 this work was undertaken 
y the command of your 
Highneſs's Father, and 
printed off with the fol- 
dedication, before the me- 
lancholy event happened, that is 
o ſenſibly felt by every friend of 
Vol. I. „ 
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OR the original of the tranſlation, 
which I have the honour to preſent 
your Royal Highneſs, we are in debt to 
a late miniſter in Spain, of great abilities, 
application and publick virtue. The ſub- 
ject is commerce and maritime affairs; 
two things, that particularly intereſt, and 
command the attention of Great Britain; 
and, independant of the uncommon ſkill 
and penetration ſhewn in treating both 
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i DEDICATION. 


theſe points, as the work is alſo the moſt 


curious, uſeful and thorough ſcrutiny into 
the trade, and preſent ſtate of the Span 
monarchy, that has ever appeared in any 
part of the world, a tranſlation of it, in 
this ſingle view, muſt needs recommend 


itſelf to this nation, whoſe commerce is 


ſo intimately connected with that of the 


Spaniards, when they purſue their natural 
and real intereſt. 


Don Antonio de . the author, 


affected with the deepeſt concern to ſee 4 
the monarchy of Spain, that had ſhone 


forth ſo illuſtrious in hiſtory, become a 


prey to falſe politicks, and reduced to the 
loweſt circumſtances of diſtreſs, like 2 du- 


tiful ſubject to his prince, and a zealous 
friend to his country, exerted his admired 


abilities in chalking out a way to recover 
her loft credit, power, and dignity. The 


means, he propoſed, was a re-eſtabliſh- _ 
ment of commerce upon the ſolid baſis of 

numerous manufactories; a ſure way to 
accompliſh this great end, were it to take 


effect: but, to their . the 
wretched turn of the lower claſs of people 


in 
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3 DEDICATION. ii 
3 I in that kingdom, and ſome other things 
ſo little dur it, that they will always be 


b E to have many commodities from 
other countries. Happy then, would it 
: be for them to learn one leſſon our author 
2 and import thoſe only from coun- 
tries that take the growth and produce of 
> _ Spain in return, inſtead of encouraging 
thoſe who muſt be paid for their manu- 
factures entirely 1 in bullion, and who thus 
will, in time, extract the very vitals of 
a the kingdom. 
- This vakmble treatiſe was firſt printed 
a in the year 1724, and dedicated to his 
5 late majeſty of Spain; but it was then ap- 
prehended by the court of Madrid not to 
s de a proper ſeaſon to make it publick. 
d The printed copies were accordingly de- 
T ſtroyed, while the author was careſſed, 
© rewarded, and loaded with honours; ani 
- 8 if the year 1742, the work was ordered 
f tobe reprinted, under the care of the 
O marquis de Uztariz, fon or Don Antonio, 
e Who died in 1 this interval. | 
( - ee 
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From the grand views our author 1 
of reviving and extending the commerce 


of Spain, by ſetting up new manufacto- 
ries and fabricks of all kinds, with extra- 
ordinary privileges and indulgencies, it 
certainly behoves Great Britain to be upon 


her guard, and to take every prudent pre- 
caution againſt any meaſures that may af- 


fect or injure her own traffick with that 


kingdom; nor is any way ſo likely to at- 
tain the deſireable end, as favouring and 
giving due encouragement to her own 


manufacturers, that it may be their in- 
tereſt, as well as inclination, to ſtay at 
| home. 


That your Royal Highneſs has been 


graciouſly pleaſed to encourage this work, 


is a freſh inſtance of your love and * Sn 


tion to this kingdom, added to thoſe nu- 
merous acts of generoſity, which have al- 
ready made the name of the Prince of 


Wales dear to the people of England. No 
boſom is ignorant, or inſenſible of their 
value, but the Royal One from whence 
they flow ſo naturally; and, in truth, it 
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DEDTCATION, y 
is with the utmoſt joy, gratitude and ve- 


A neration, that Great Britain ſees a Prince 


of Wales ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed with 
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every private, as well as publick virtue; 


who chearfully embraces and ſupports 
every propoſal for her real advantage; 
who makes the commercial intereſts of 


this nation his particular ſtudy, and is 


a zealous encourager of trade, becauſe 
he intimately knows the value of it, 
that it is the main foundation of the 
riches, grandeur, and happineſs of this 
iſland; and who, as a friend and lover 


of mankind, muſt needs be a ſteddy 


guardian add protector of thoſe invalu- 


able privileges, our laws, liberty, and 
religion; ; the preſervation of which we 
owe to his illuſtrious grandfather, and 
which have heen ſo happily continued 
and. cheriſhed under the auſpicious 
reign of his preſent Majeſty; a joyful 
proſpect to every true Briton, who can 
ſee nothing wanting to complete the 
happineſs of an iſland, that is already the 
envy and admiration of Europe. 
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Father ane N DEVILLAREAL, of 
the Society of Ix sus, and its acting Pro- 
curator- general for the Province of Chili. 


* bider of Sihor Don ice ende de 
Aroſtegui, canon and dignitary of the cathedral 

church of Toledo, and vicar- general of Madrid 
and its diſtrict, &c. I have read, with the utmoſt atten- 
tion, a treatiſe intituled, The 7 beory and Practice of Com- 
merce and Maritime Affairs, written by Senor Don Ge- 
ronimo de Uztariz, knight of the order of St. Jago, 


member of his majeſty's privy council, of the royal 


board of commerce and the mint, and his majeſty's 
ſecretary in the council and chamber of the Indies; 
which, as there are but very few copies of its firſt im- 


preſſion of the year 1724, is to be reprinted with the 


author's own emendations and improvements, under 
the care of his ſon the marqueſs of Uztariz: com- 
mendary of Uſagre and Bied ma in the order of St. Jago, 


member of his majeſty's privy council, of the royal 


board of commerce and the mint, and ſecretary of late 
and war. 


This undertaking of: our avthor look upon with a 
kind of veneration, and it is deſerving of the higheſt 


applauſe ; for if Gregory of Nazienzum places doing 


good 
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good in the number of divine perfections , an ambi- 
tion to make a whole kingdom happy exalts a perſon 
ſtill more above the ſphere of humanity. But ſince 
repairing a decayed ſtate is, in the opinion of Ariſtotle &, 
an attempt no leſs arduous than to lay a foundation for 
a new kingdom, I was afraid his glorious project would 
fall under a diſgrace, -that has been-the fate of many 
political writers in Spain, who have found no better 
reward for their laudable induſtry, than the mortifica- 
tion of negle&, and to ſee their works buried in obli- 
vion; either becauſe their repreſentations haye been too 
faint to ſet forth the diſtreſſes of their country, and 
awake a due compaſſion ; or the meaſures: they propoſed 
were inſufficient, and not certain to afford relief; or if 
they were, the remedy was too much at the expence of 
the treaſury, and attended with inſuperable difficulties : 
for, did they not labour under ſome of theſe imperfec- 
tions, it is not to be imagined that a miniſtry,” ſo dif- 
cerning and publick ſpirited as this monarchy has been 


- 


always fayoured with, could have the heart to ſee her 


ready to ſink amidſt a ſea of calamities, and not offer 
a friendly hand to ſteer her ſafe into port. 


Thus diſpirited, I began to examine the contents of 


this book, the eaſe, beauty and elegance of the ſtile 


affording me great entertainment, a ſtrong and perſua- 
ſive eloquence reviving my ſpirits, a profound and ex- 
tenſive erudition leading me into very uſeful knowledge, 
But the lively colours, in which the author has painted 
the miſeries this kingdom groans under, the felicity en- 
joyed by all her neighbours, and the meaſures which 
their ingenuity, care, and vigilance have employed te 
advance themſelves. to the utmoſt pitch of grandeur, 
inſpire me with ſuch a degree of confidence, that I ex- 
pet to ſee he monarchy raiſed to life again, and the 
labours of the author rewarded ; for as this treatiſe lays 
the foundation of our recovery, by chalking out rofl 


Nihil adeo habet homo divinum, quam bene facere. 5 


+ Non minus negotii eſt rempublicam emendare quam initio con- 


Liruge, Lib. 4. Politicorum. 
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1 
| Hble means to obtain it, it has ſuch ſuperior merit, as 
| to deſerve to be engraven in golden letters, and conſe- 
crated to eternal honour in the temple of fame. Here 
Spain meets with abundant cauſe to weep over the me- 
Jancholy picture, which the author has drawn of the 
| deplorable ſituation ſhe is reduced to. Here is ſeen a 
_ vigilance and induſtry in other nations, that has under- 
mined and defeated the wiſeſt and moſt vigorous efforts 
of our court. Here is diſcovered a plain and ſafe path, 
leading us out of fatigue and miſery to eaſe and riches : 
in ſhort, Spain will find, in this work, every hing that 
is requiſite to put her in poſſeſſion of the f-licity ſhe 
aſpires after. 7 _ 
When we recollect the train of bleſſings, which this 
treatiſe preſents to us, and inſures, it would be an in- 
juſtice to give it the commendation, though it be a 
very high compliment, paid by the celebrated Pliny to 
another. Nothing, I think, has appeared, for ſome years 
paſt, more finiſhed upon the ſubjef? *. The new and irre- 
ſiſtible force of the author's perſuaſion, the ſure and 
natural meaſures he propoſes, are qualities of too high 
a claſs, barely to place it in the number of the beſt 
pieces, that have been written upon civil poltty. None 
of them can pretend to be an original of this finiſhed 
picture; ſince there is not to be found, in any of them, 
the ſingular inſtruction it affords, or the unerring pro- 
viſions recommended: and a very little attention will 
diſcover, that all the meaſures, employed, ſince the firſt 
impreſſion of it, to reſtore this kingdom to its former 
wealth and dignity, have been copies taken from thence, 
and that they are indebted to it for their principal value. 
Hence no perſon can aſcribe to flattery, that I eſteem 
juſtly due to this treatiſe the very high compliment, 
Which Martial, by a licence indulged to poets, has paid 
to the writings of his friend Marcus : 


* Aliquot annis, puto, nihil generis ejuſdem abſolutius ſcriptum. 
Lib 4. ad Falcon, 
EE «+ You 
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e You aſk me, Marcus, what I think of your Book; 


« ] am under admiration, I am in amaze; nothing 
«© can be more perfect *.“ 


But for fear this recommendation, which really pro- 
ceeds from a thorough ſenſe of its merit, ſhould be 
aſcribed to favour and partiality, a ſhort ſketch of the 
werk, fſctiing forth, but in very rude out-lines, the 
principal matters it contains, will ſufficiently ſhew what 
it is that diſtinguiſhes it above the reſt. For what poli- 
tical writer has repreſented, fo particularly, the miſcrics 


of this kingdom, iis deſerted provinces, its uncultivaied 


lands, the ruinous condition of its towns, the decay of 
its manufactories, and an inconceivable prejudice ariſing 
ſrom a paſſive commerce? Which of them has ſet forth, 
in a full and clear light, the proſperity of the neigh— 
bouring kingdoms, the vaſt number of their iohabi- 


tants, the extent of their manufactories, the perfection 


of all their fabricks, the flouriſhing ſtate of their active 
commerce, and the amazing wealth which their people 
have amaſſed by this channel? Who has taught us their 
maxims of government, or laid down the plan they 
purſued to advance themſelves to the proſperity and 
grandeur they have acquired? It is the duty of a politi- 
cian to do all this, if he be deſirous of ſeeing his mea- 
ſures take effect. The diſtreſſes of a kingdom are not 
under the eye of a court: it is neceſſary, then, to have 
a detail of particular grievances; for, if theſe be not 
known, or but in a general way, they do not ſtrike feel- 
ingly; and who will be anxious to provide a remedy 
for evils they are not duly ſenſible of? Moreover, as 
no perſon ever ſaved himlelf in a ſhipwreck, by a ſenſe 
of his danger, or a{ lamentation under his misfortune, 
without finding a ſeaſonable plank to bear him aſhore ; 


in vain does the politician fatigue himſelf to heighten 


our ſorrow, by a melancholy repreſentation of publick 
evils, unleſs it be attended with a propoſal of means, 


that are adequate and powerful enough to inſure relief, 


* Quid ſentis, inquis, de noftris, Marce, libellis ? 
Admiror, ſtupeo, nihil eſt perfectius ili 


All 


(v] 
All this is done by our author to admiration. He 
| deſcribes, at large, the gloomy train of calamicies that 
infeſt the kingdom of Spain; particulariſes the immenſe 
ſums we are annually robbed of by other nations, for 
their grain, fiſh, iugars, paper, books, glaſs, and an 
infinite number of other commedities, which they ſell 
to us: he expoſes to our v.ew the immenſe loſs we 
ſuſtain from the ruin of forty thouſand looms, that 


formerly flouriſhed in three cities only, thoſe of Sevill, 
Granada, and Toledo, and yea: ly produced an amount 


of about forty millions of crowns, leaving the inhabi- 
tants in perfect idleneſs, without an inclination to earn 
a real by labour, and under an abſolute neceſſity of buy- 
ing even every thing from other nations. With how 
great reaſon then, may one addreſs the Spaniards in the 
mournful language of Iſaiah, (chap. 1.) Your land, 

ſtrangers devour it in your preſence. Look, nobles of 
Spain, how your country is become the ſpoil of vora- 
cious forcigners in your preſence, aud you patiently bear 
it! But, jeſt a proſpect of ſo much diſorder ſhould quite 
diſpirit us, he then Jays open the wretchedneſs which 
France, England, and other kingdoms, groaned under 


ſome years ago, when they lamented, as we do now, 


the ſloth and poverty of their people, the ruin and de- 
population of their towns, from the malignant influence 
of a paſſive trade; for while they fold their materials, 
wool and flax, to the provinces of Flanders, there was 
an utter diſinclination in the natives to labour, and to 
earn their victuals or cloathing. Laſtly, he diſplays the 


very happy ſituation they now enjoy, enumerating the 
wiſe policies, and ſucceſsful meaſures, which their pene- 


tration and œcoOmy have employed to ſettle, upon a 


101d foundation, agriculture, manufactories, and an 
active commerce; the only pillars, that are able to Tup- 
port the grandeur of kingdoms, 

This is the true plan of reading leftores in politicks ; 
to detect and expoſe the misfortunes of a ſtate in a full 
and affecting view, and, at the ſame time, recommend 
luch meaſures for a remedy, as frequent experience has 


ſhewn 
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ſhewn-to be effectual, and ſure to ſucceed. There have 
been politicians, that were willing to have their projects 
received, even while they are ſupporting one piece of 
ſpeculation with another; no eaſy undertaking upon any 
ſubject. It is difficult, as Plato ſays *, to ſhew great things 
clearly without examples, Extremely difficult it is, in the 
affairs of civil polity, where the practice of general 
maxims will meet with obſtacles at every ſtep, let a per- 
ſon be ever ſo attentive to the publick good, and vigi- 
lant to avoid them; for general precepts are not ſuffi- 
cient in politicks, when the conſideration of particular 
circumſtances does not ſhew them to be practicable. In 
this ſcience, few are the axioms or principles that have 
the credit of being infallible in the execution; fo that 
there is conſtantly a door open to debate and oppoſition, 
more eſpecially when a climate abounds with ſuch ſpi- 
rits as are apt to take a diſtaſte at every thing, which is 
not the fruit of their own genius. This is uſually the 
caſe in Spain, where, to our very great diſgrace, no 
propoſal can be offered, but it is treated with contempt, 
even before it be taken into conſideration. 


It is this which made our author have recourſe to a 


method of perſuaſion more powerful and certain, that 
which is ſupported by examples. Though reaſoning 
wk its due weight with a clear underſtanding, example 

is poſſeſſed of an extraordinary privilege. Mankind, as 
Dioniſius of Halicarnaſſus thinks , ea/ily learn what is 
their intereſt, and what not, when they ſee it explained by 
many examples. Their perſuaſion is very powerful; for 
the will is ready enough to embrace an advantage, after 
it has been ſhewn by examples to be attainable. It was 
the grand policy of the emperor Alexander Severus, to 
have always, in his court, miniſters that were well verſed 
in hiſtory ; and upon any particular emergence, inſtead 
of demanding their opinions, he aſked t, what other 
emperors had done under like circumſtances; and by an 


* Lib. 16. De regno. + Lib. 11. 
J. Quid in talibus cauſis, quales in diſceptatione verſabantur veteres 
imperatores en Lanprid. Us, x 


applica- 


; application of ſuch meaſures, as experience had ap- 


proved, and ſhewn to be effectual, he ſucceeded in re- 


? forming the preſent diſorders, In the ſchool of exam- 


ple Solomon * learnt wiſdom, and the arts of govern- 


ment. In the lives and actions of faints, it is the intent 
of heaven to teach us holineſs : in like manner hiſtory, 


and the ceconomy of flouriſhing ſtates give us a model 
of political adminiſtration. The united force of all the 


© faculties of the mind, does not throw ſo much light into 
the affairs of government, as hiſtory and geography, 
This plan our author has purſued, and makes Spain an 


offer of happineſs, by a repreſentation that diſplays the 


policies and management of proſperous nations, and 


inſures her the greateſt intereſt in imitating their ex- 
ample, This 1s the great ſecret in giving counſel : this 
is the way to acquire wealth, to eaſe the ſubject, to 


make our lands fruitful, and manufaRories thrive ; and 


theſe will enable us to eſtabliſn an active and flouriſhing 
commerce, and, along with idleneſs, baniſh poverty, 
and all the calamities that have perſecuted Spain for ſo 
many ages. As then our people are ſo apt to copy 


What is ſeen, and ſtrikes their fancy, in other countries, 


whether it be of a grave or humorous turn, now is pre- 
ſented to them a pattern, that certainly muſt hic their 
taſte : it is the recovery of their ancient dignity. For 
once let it be reſolved to imitate their maxims of go- 
vernment, if we form any pretenſions to a ſhare in their 
felicity. A few weeks, ſpent in a careful peruſal of this 
work, are ſufficient to furniſh an impartial rcader with 
all the meaſures, that are requiſite to place this kingdom 
upon a level with, nay raiſe it to a dignity above the 
richeſt nations; for all their proſperity, all their ſuc- 
ceſs, has been owing to their attention to this plan, and 
a faithful execution of it. Look that thou make them 
after the pattern, which was ſhewn thee T. 3 
What has been already obſerved of this moſt uſeful 


work, is, without queſtion, ſufficient to intitle it to our 


* Prov. 24. | F Exod. chap. 25, 40. | 
| | 8 applauſe, 
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applauſe, and the honour of being the moſt complete 
and perfect treatiſe upon political affairs; but I am un- 
der ſome doubt, whether it will be ſufficient to quiet our 
fears, and take off our jealouſy of ſucceſs, in the prac- 
tice of what it recommends. There will not be want - 
ing perſons to join with another poet in ſaying, 


Diverſis diverſa j juvant, quod ſpreverit unus 
Alter amat, cunctis nemo placere poteſt. 


Some perſons will tell us, that more ſerene times than 
the preſent are neceſſary for the execation of affairs of 
this complexion : that our neighbours took the advan- 
tage of a confirmed peace, to eſtabliſh thoſe meaſures, 
which have made them ſo proſperous : that the preſent 
war demands all our attention, and diverts our thoughts 
from all other projects: that none of the proviſions re- 

commended in this work can be executed, without an 
actual diminution of the revenue, and that this cannot 
be aliowed in the preſent ſtate of affairs, Others will 
plead, that all policies, which are found to be of ſervice 
to other nations, may not ſuit our conſtitution ; that as 
there is a variety of climates, the genius of che inhabi- 
tants varies in like manner; and where there is ſuch a 
difference in the turn and diſpoſition of the people, 
there will neceſſarily be different maxims of govern- 
ment: therefore, notwithſtanding other nations have 
raiſed themſelves to their preſent grandeur, by purſuing 
the plan abovementioned, it is not an abſolute proof 

that Spain will be enabled, by the ſame meaſures, to 
recover her former dignity. From theſe and other re- 
flections, that ſometimes proceed from an honeſt zeal 
for the publick, and at other times are the hateful inſi- 
nuations of envy, I might dread being diſappointed 
of the noble purpoſes, which this amazing performance 
was directed to ſerve, if Don Geronimo, happy in his 
- counſels, after he had removed theſe and other obltacles, 
that have hitherto nouriſhed our diffidence, and quite 

diſcouraged us, did not cut off all poſſible cavil and 
diſpute, recgcing his noble views to two meaſures only, 
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4 that will unqueſtionably effect that reſtoration of the 


monarchy, which is ſo deſireable; meaſures, fo ſure and 
manifeſt, that the meaneſt capacity muſt needs diſcover 
the importance of them; ſo neceſſary, abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, that it is impoſſible for Spain to raiſe herſelf con- 
ſiderably upon any other footing z and ſo eaſy to be car- 
ried into execution, that it is the want of a diſpoſition, 
which can alone prevent its being done, even while there 
is not a poſſibility of its being attended with the leaſt 
inconvenience, with a preſent or a future s to the 
revenues, 


It was with good reaſon, that the Athenians called the 


government of a ſtate, an exafion of its tributgs *. The 
whole ſucceſs of a kingdom depends upon a wiſe regu- 
lation of its revenues. When taxes are not levied in 


che manner they ought to be, they are the ruin of the 
ſubie&, a moth in the treaſury, the univerſal lamenta- 
tion of a kingdom, and the intereſt and joy of fo- 
reigners. But a prudent diſpoſition of them is the foul 
of a ſtate, the lite of the people, glory to a prince, 
grief and diſtreſs to foreigners, and a perpetual foun- 
tain of the richeſt bleſſings to human life; How clearly 
does our author ſhew this truth, in the inſtances of 
France and Great Britain, who, but two hundred years 


ago, lay dejected and groveling under the ſame wretch- 
edneſs, which Spain laments at this time! J have alread 


intimated, that all their materials, wool and flax, paſſed 
over to Flanders, and enriched thoſe provinces, and thac 
this diſpeopled their own countries; and ſpread an uni- 
yerſal poverty for want of employment, or means to 
earn a livelihood; and in order to baniſh idleneſs and po- 
verty; to inſure plenty, riches, and numerous inhabitants, 
and maintain themſelves in the poſition of them to this 


very day, as if they had nailed down the wheel of for- 
tune, what were the means which their governors 


availed themſrclves of? But one ſingle meaſure; they 


put the revenue of their cuſtom houſes, as well in the 


bs Rhodig. lib. 7. cap. . 
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ſea ports, as upon the frontier, under a prudent regu- 
lation, prevented by abſolute prohibitions, or diſcou- 
raged by very high duties, the importation'ot all foreign 
manufactures, and the exportation of their own materi- 
als, and at the ſame time encouraged by an indulgence 
in the Cuties the exportation of their own manufactures, 
and the importation of foreign materials, in the man- 
ner our author has fully ſet forch in this treatiſe. Theſe 
nations diſcovered, though ſomewhat late, how much 
it behoves every individual, how much it is the intereſt 
of a community to practile that excellent maxim of 
Cato, * which no perſon ſhould ever loſe ſight of, that 
the maſter of a family ought to be a ſeller, and not a buyer. 
All the comforts of the head of a family, all the wealth 
of a city, all the grandeur of a kingdom, depends ſole- 
ly upon ſelling: much, and buying little; or upon ſelling 
more than 1s bought. He that is conſtantly buying 

more than he ſells, let him be a ſecond Craeſus in trea- 
ſure, muſt at Jength be reduced to the unhappy ſtate of 
a beggar ; for his ſtock is diminiſhed in proportion to 
the overbalance of goods bought in. But whoever is 
conſtantly ſelling more than he buys, let him be poor 
as Lazarus, mult by ſuch a tranſaction, acquire the 
happy circumſtances of the rich; for, as much as the 
balance is in favour of the amount of ſales, juſt ſo much 
is added to his capital. Thus reaſon evinces the truth 
of it, and we have a ſure confirmation in the care and 
and vigilance of the neighbouring nations, to make pro- 
viſion for ſelling much and buying little. It is upon 
this principle, they diſcourage the importation of all 
foreign goods into their country, but leave their gates 


wide open to let their own manufactures go abroad, and 
bring in riches from every quarter. 


This is the ſure, eaſy and fundamental proviſion er 


the introduction of riches and happineſs into a kingdom: 
This is what has enabled our neighbours to amaſs ſo 
much wealth; and it is the firſt of the two meaſures, 
which our author has propoſed in order to make Spain 


* Patrem familias vendacem, non emacem, eſſe oportet. 
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. happy. In the main, it is but a reform of the cuſtoms, 


which, by diſcouraging the importation of foreign ma- 
nufactures, that drain us of our ſilver, and the expor- 
tation of our own materials, that find work for the peo- 
ple, and leave us the profits, will facilitate the exporta- 


tion of our own goods, and the importation of ſuch ma- 


terials, as may ſerve to enlarge and perfect our own 
manufactories. An impoſition of heavy cuſtoms diſ- 
courages both the introduction of commodities wrought 
up, and the exportation of materials, that might be ma- 
nufactured. An indulgence in the ſame cuſtoms facili- 
rates both the introduction of ſuch foreign materials, as 


' ſerve to extend and perfect our own fabricks, and the 
exportation of thoſe fabricks, upon which depend the 


increaſe of our manufactories, and the gains of the 
ſubject. . , 

If the felicity of kingdoms 1s dependant, as it certain- 
ly is, upon a ſtrict obedience to a maxim, that calls up- 
on them to ſell more than they buy, there is no doubt 


but the foregoing diſpoſition of the cuſtoms is of great 


importance. It diſcourages the importation of goods 
manufactured, and the exportation of materials, that 
ſhould be manufactured, and conſequently the purchaſe 
of the former, and the ſale of the latter. Bur till ſuch 
a reform be made, it cannot be thought, that all the 


laws in the world are availing enough to prevent our 


purchaſe of fareign goods. So long as other nations, 
too much favoured in the duties of entry, and in de- 


ſtructive indulgences fraudulently obtained, import 


their goods at a ſmall charge into our country, there 


will be a readier market for them, than for Spaniſh 
commodities, For who is there, that will not prefer 


the purchaſe of them? Who is fo bad a huſband of his 


money, as to buy a commodity at a high price, when 


he can meet with another equally good, at a cheaper 
rate? Hence our mechanicks, that have no vent for 
their goods, inſtead of enlarging their fabricks, muſt 
neceſſarily abandon the few that are on foot. Let Spain 
duly conſider, that till her own goods can be bought as 
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cheap or cheaper than thoſe of foreigners, ſhe muſt buy 
- more than ſhe ſells, and the recovery of her manufacto- 

ries will be utierly impracticable. There may be per- 
ſons to undertake a reſtoration of them, but the thing 
can never be compaſſed. Every freſh attempt will meet 
with the ſame fate, as all our new fabricks for twenty 
years paſt have done, and find a grave in its very cra- 
dle. Theſe ſcarce began to live, when they felt them- 
ſelves expiring in the arms of an ill: governed cuſtom- 
houſe. — 
The diſpoſition of our cuſtoms is ſo averſe to all rea- 
ſon, that were it leſs notorious, it could not be believ- 
ed, that ſo wiſe a nation ſhould approve, or tolerate 
for many ages a conduct no leſs deſtructive to her own 
intereſt, than indulgent to foreigners. The firſt ab- 
ſurdity is, a higher charge upon natives than foreigners. 
All over the world, a foreign cuſtom- houſe, and a double 
cuſtom-houſe mean the ſame thing; for the duties of en- 
try, both outwards and inwards, are every where 
charged double, or at leaſt higher upon fortigners; and 
it is with an intent to reduce their profits by this ad- 
vance, as it is to improve the gains of the ſubject by the 
contrary indulgence. It is in Spain alone, that the ſenfe 
of this maxim is inverted. In Spain, it is not the fo- 
reign, but the national cuſtom-houſe, that is double; 
it is not the national, but the foreign cuſtom- houſe, that 
is ſingle; ſince foreigners pay not half ſo much as the 
vatives. Can there be a higher diſgrace ? Is it poſſible, 
that ſtrangers poſſeſs greater privileges in Spain, than 
the natives themſelves? As then the duties paid by Spani- 
ards are double, how can they ever raiſe a foreign com- 
merce? And how conſiderable muſt have been the intereſt 
made by foreigners, even in our coaſting trade? The per- 
: petual war Spain has with the Moors, increaſes the riſk as 
well ascharge ofnavigating, becauſe Spaniſh veſſels are 


obliged for their defence to carry more hands; and if 


there be an additional load of double cuſtoms in the 
PUBS, both outwards and inwards, letit he conſidered, 


whether 
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whether there be a poſſibility for our navigation to 
flouriſh under ſuch circumſtances. 


The ſecond abſurdity, is char ging higher duties upon 


goods exported, than upon goods imported. With 


great reaſon does our author lament this capital miſtake, 
which the Spaniards live under, revering, as an oracle, 

the maxim of loading with heavy impoſts all their exports, 

and laying ſmall duties upon their imports. I know 
not, whether we are to attribute the continuance of this 
inſufferable error, to a cheat put upon the profound 
wiſdom of our illuſtrious politician Don Diego de Sa- 


avedra, who, dazled ſometimes with the flaſhes of light, 
darting into his bright underſtanding, pronounced, in 


his 67th eſſay, the following maxim. No taxes are leſ5 
injurious Io kingdoms, than theſe which are laid in ports 
upon merchandiſe ſent abroad, becauſe foreigners pay moſt 
part of them. Upon this principle, the royal revenues of 
England, are with great. prudence raiſed there, and the 


inland parts of the kingdom left free from all impoſitions. 


I acknowledge, that the great wiſdom of this illuſtrious 
politician, known and revered from his celebrated . 


writings by all Europe, is very juſtly intitled to all our 
eſteem ; but it would be criminal to be willing to fol- 


Flow him in an opinion, which oppoſes the cleareſt lights 


of truth. It he would ſay, that no taxes are leſs oppreſ- 
five to kingdoms than thoſe, that are impoled in port 
upon the merchandiſe brought in, reaſon will readily 


acquieſce in it, fince far from being detrimental to a 


country, it produces inconctivable advantages, becauſe 
it increaſes the revenue, and facilitates the vent of its 
own merchandiſe, and enlarges the manufactories. But 
to adviſe high taxes upon merchandiſe exported, is 


rendering it impoſſible to diipoſe of ir, If our goods 
are made very dear to foreigners, what temptation 


can they have to buy them? Were Spain the only 
country, that yielded the fruits, which other nations 
are in want of, they would then be obliged to come 
and buy them of us, whatever price we "pleaſe to ſet 
upon them; but we are not the only venders. There 
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are other countries, that have them in plenty, and 
want to diſpoſe of them. Therefore, making ours 
dear, is frightening away the buyers, and obliging 
them to go to another market, and makes it im- 
poſſible for us to diſpoſe of our fruits and goods, rob- 
bing the kingdom of large ſums, it would otherwiſe re- 
ceive upon the ſale of ſalt, oyl, wines, brandies, &c. and 
the door is alſo ſhut, that we muſt never ſee the happy 
day, when we ſhall ſell them our woven and other ma- 
ufactures. Let then our author be attended to, who 
by clear reafoning and numerous examples demonſtrates, 
that the principal foundation of the felicity of a king- 
dom, is impoſing the higheſt duties, that are practica- 
ble, upon all materials, ſerviceable to the manufactories, 
exported; not forgetting the intereſt we have in very 
low dutics upon the exportation of all our own mer- 
chandiſe, and the importation of materials to be wrought 
up in cur own fabricks, as it is practiſed in England. 
The eaſy execution of this meaſure, is a great recom- 
mendation to it. Nothing more is requiſite than to 
underſtand clearly, and practice the rule, which our au- 
thor preſcribes for this reform. It is the prerogative of 
a ſovereign to diſpoſe his cuſtoms and other duties in the 
ſhape, that appears moſt for the intereſt of his kingdom. 
There is no article in treaties, that can be an obſtructi. 
on to it, at leaſt while he purſues the ſame plan, which 
the other contracting parties do in their cuſtom- houſes; 
and if we but imitate them in the execution of theſe du- 
ties, it is more than enough for our proſperity. But in 
caſe it be not thought ſeaſonable to proceed ſo far, as 
were to be wiſhed; if we do what prudence muſt war- 
rant, it will be very much to our advantage; for we 
ſhall not only diſcourage that buying and ſelling, which 
zs injurious, and has been the ſource of our misfortunes, 
but by this means increaſe alſo the royal treaſury, For 
as the commerce, we really have, principally conſiſts of 
the ſale of materials, and the purchaſe of manufactures, 
as ſoon as we advance the duties upon the exportation 
of the one, and upon the importation of the other, the 
| AN revenue 
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revenue will be alſo advanced; for this riſe of duties 
cannot reſtrain us at preſent, either from the ſale of 


materials, or the purchaſe of manufactures, for as we 


have not fabricks ſufficient to work up the former, or 
to ſupply us with the latter, we muſt have recourſe to 
other nations for the ſale of the one, and the purchaſe 
of the other. And when the happy day ſhall come, 
that we experience a decay in this revenue, by a revival 
of our own manufactories, the improvement, that muſt 
ariſe in the duties of the Alcavalas, Millones, and other 
branches of the revenue, will be far more than an equi- 
valent to replace that deficience, as our author demon- 


ſtrates in the courſe of this work. 


That this meaſure may produce all the favourable ef- 
fects it promiſes, we ſhould attend to the information 


given by our author in the 24th and other chapters, in 


reſpect to the wiſe proviſions employed by foreigners to 
extirpate the ſmugglers ; for fo long as theſe people ſub- 


fiſt}, it is not eaſy to obtain the happy conſequences of 


this regulation, But ſeverity towards them, and great 
care in the adminiſtrators of the revenue, to have dilj- 
gent ſearch made into all package brought into the 
kingdom, in order to charge the duties ad valorem, and 
allowing no foreigners to import any commodity, that 
is not the growth or produce of their own dominions, as 
it is ſtipulated by treaties of peace, together with ſeveral 
other proviſions, that may be made, and calculated to 
diſcourage ſuch buying, as is detrimental, will certain- 


ly reduce the importation of their goods, and augment 


the ſale of our own. 

This very reform of the cuſtoms in France, England, 
and other parts, was alone able to diſſipate calamitics 
equal to thoſe we ſuffer ; and it will be ſufficient alone, 
to make Spain happy, in caſe it be thought adviſeable 
to imitate that famous ati, which the great ſoul of 
Lewis XIV. projected. This giorious monarch order- 
ed by it, that Dutch and Scgovian cloths, imported in- 
to his kingdom, ſhould be charged fifty per cent; and 
as this wile proviſion was not availing enough to bani/!: 
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them wholly, he'publiſhed another edict, charging them 


ſixty- five per cent. as may be ſeen in this work, which 


will inform us of this and ſome other ſecret tranſactions, 
that may be inſtrumental in the regulation of our own 
conduct. Nor is it to be queſtioned, but after Spain 


has ſettled a like tarif, that we ſhall ſoon leave off buy- 


ing iorejgn goods, and that manufactories and an ac- 
tive trade will flouriſh with us; ſince foreigners will 
not be able to fell ſo cheap as we ourſelves. But 
as forming this tarif will very naturally meet with great 


oppoſition, it is not to be expected, that a reform of 


the cuſtoms will be alone ſufficient to recover our wealth, 
though it may have had the ſame effect in other nati- 
ons. In. our country there are ſeveral clogs, which our 
neighbours are ſtrangers to, and which are obſtructions 


to our proſperity. Theſe are principally in the provin- 
cial revenues of the Alcavalas and Cientos; a ſpecies of 


tax, that is not found, as our author aſſures us, in the 
neighbouring kingdoms, and is the ru.n of the manufac- 
tories and active commerce of Spain. It is true, that 


a regulation of the cuſtoms in the ſhape propoſed, diſ- 
courages the importation of goods; but till it be thought 
adviſeable to make an abſolute prohibition of them, .or 
to impoſe exceſſive duties upon them, they will always 


find a reception among us, by an advantage they will 


have of ours, 


Very heavy are the loads upon our fabricks, while 
they are light upon thoſe of foreigners. In Spain wages 
run very bigh, and mult ſtill do it, while the price of 
proviſions neceſſary for the ſupport of life 1s kept up. 


Our manufacturers pay an Alcavala and Cientos upon 


the firſt ſale, which is never leſs than ten per cent; it 


_ coſts them much more than it does foreigners to main- 


tain their families, and purchaſe oy], dying materials, 
and other things neceſſary in their buſineſs. The caſe 
js quite the reverſe in other countries. Wages are low- 
er, on account of the cheapneſs of all the neceffarics of 
life. It is only when they come to Spain, that they 
know what Alcavalas and Cientos are, there being no 
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fach impoſt in their own countries. They have a tax 
upon fleſh meat, and other neceſlary proviſions, equi- 
valent to our Millones, which 1s extremely moderate. 
Their ingenuity has ſtruck out various contrivances, to 
enable one of their workmen with no greater fatigue, to 
do as much as three of ours, in the ſame fabrick. Duties, 
upon woven and other goods ſent abroad, ſcldom 
amount to two per cent. ſo that they can very well af. 
ford to ſell them five and twenty or thirty per cent. 
cheaper than we can ours. On this footing, an advance 
of ten per cent, up n their impoſts, is not enough to 
diſcourage their ſale in Spain. Moreover, a reform of 
the cuſtoms, can never be ſufficient for our attainment 
of an active trade to America; for let the duties be ever 
ſo high upon imports, and ever ſo low upon exports, 
in order to facilitate the extraction of our own goods, 
who will ever ſhip them, while they are five and twen- 
ty, or thirty per cent. dearer than the foreign? As 
other nations will offer them at lower rates, they will al- 
ways find a preference on board our ſhips ; and though 
it de ordered, that the flotas and galeons ſhall ſhip on- 
ly Spaniſh manufactures, it would be difficult to obtai 
a market for them in the Indies, as foreigners will be 
- conſtantly carrying on an illicite commerce there, invi- 
ted to it by the readineſs of the inhabitants, to receive 
their goods upon account of an advantage in the price. 
Theſe and other reflections, oblige us to acknowledge, 
that this firſt meaſure ſtands in need of the ſupport of 
another, in order to give proſperity to the kingdom of 
Spain. . 
 * This ſecond meaſure, which our author recommends, 
reduces itſelf to a total extin&:on of the Alcavalas and 
Cientos at rhe firſt hand, or the firſt ſale made by the 
manufacturer of all woven goods of wool, ilk, flax, 
and other commodities, ſuch as paper, glaſs, criſtals, 
&c. and there is no queſtion but this proviſion, and the 
advanced duties upon foreign imports, will enable us to 
{ell our goods cheaper, or as cheap as they do theirs ; 
and thus they will be fare of a conſumption, not only 
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in this peninſula, but alſo in America, as by this means 
we open a way for the reſtoration of our manufactories, 


and to employ uſefully in theſe works an infinite num- 


ber of lazy fellows, that infeſt our ſtreets, as well as 
Poor beggars, that excite our pity and compaſſion at 
every 50 Every perſon will acknowledge the impor- 
tance and intereſt we have in this meaſure; nor can 
any doubt of its being carried into execution with the 
greateſt eaſe, and that it is an apprehenſion of its being 
a great detriment to the treaſury, which can alone de- 
lay it; and therefore, it will be reaſonable to conſider 
fully the weight of this objection. How great then 
will this loſs be to the revenue, which is ſo dreaded ? 


If the whole amount of the Alcavalas and Cientos upon 


goods ſold at the firſt, ſecond, and all ſubſequent ſales, 


does not come to {ix millions of crowns, including even 
a large ſum raiſed by che Millones, what can the Alca- 
valas and Cientos, upon theſe woven and other com- 
modities amount to upon the firſt ſale only? Let it be 
conſidered, how ſmall the number of our fabricks is, 
and the inconſiderable amount will be ſeen very clear- 
ly. Beſides, the treaſury will not even ſuffer this tri- 
fling diminution, as our author demonſtrates ; for an 


Increaſe, that muſt enſue in the Millones and other 
branches of the revenue, by the great encouragement 


diſpenſed to the ſubject, enabling them to make gains 
by their labour, for the better maintaining and cloath- 


ing themſelves, will certainly be an over balance to fo 


ſmall a reduction, But ſuppoſe this palpable demon- 
{tration ſhould not have force enough to quiet the minds 
of ſuch, as are ſcrupulous 1n preſerving the revenue un- 
touched, there is ſtill an obvious refuge in many other 


proviſions. I ſhall mention but one inſtance; it is, that 


the Alcavalas and Cientos (which amount to fourteen 
per cent.) be charged entire at the ſecond, and all ſu- 
ture ſales, as well upon the foreign, as our own com- 
modities. By this ſtep, the ſuppoſed diſadvantage to 
the treaſury, from a total annihilation of the Alcavalas 
and Cientos, upon the firſt ſale of our manufactures, 


would 


„„ 
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would be fully replaced, and without any new load up- 
on the ſubject, ſince the Alcavalas, that have been hi- 
| therto charged at the firſt and ſecond ſale, amount to 
more than the Alcavalas and Cientos paid entire upon 


the ſecond ſale can do; at leaſt my narrow apprehenſi- 
on is not able to deviſe the leaſt ſhadow of an inconve- 


nience, in the practice of this moſt intereſting meaſure. 


And if the goodneſs of heaven ſhould diſpoſe us ſo 


| far, as to add to theſe two admirable meaſures, a third, 
I mean, a reform of the duty of the Millones, oh! 
what day could be ſo happy for our Spain! An extine- | 


tion of it is not aſked, but barely a regulation more 
favourable to the ſubject, without injuring the revenue 
one ſhilling, The exceſſive prices of fleſh-meat and oyl 


has enervated, and made numbers ready to famiſh with 
hunger; I do not know, whether it has not alſo been 


inſtrumental in filling our graves with dead; for a ſcan- 


ty proviſion ſhortens the term of life. It is alſo the rea- 


ſon why marriage is looked upon with horror, as it in- 


_ creaſes the difficulty of ſupporting life; it robs the poor 
of lights to enable them to work in the evening; and 
as there is a great conſumption of oyl in the loom, 
it makes woven goods very dear. So that this im- 
| poſt ſtrikes at the root, or ſupport of human life, 
which, as wiſdom teaches us, “ conſiſts of food and 
c(cloathing. Aboliſh but the taxes upon theſe two arti- 
_ cles, fleſn- meat and oyl, and theſc evils will undoubted- 
ly vaniſh, and that the treaſury may ſuſtain no detri- 
ment, Jet them be replaced by an equivalent upon 
wines, brandies, vinegar, and other liquors, the uſe of 
which, even where they are not hurtful, is but little ne- 
ceſſary for the ſupport of mankind ; and as drinking 
them to the injury of health is ſo general, the conſump- 
tion, inſtead of being reduced by an advanced price of 
them, will find an increaſe; for the improved circum- 
ſtances of the poor, from the gains, which this op- 
portunity of being employed in all forts of manufac- 
tures muſt yield them, will be a new incentive, and 


* Ecclus. 39. 
| Cane 
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cauſe a greater conſumption of theſe liquors ; and 
therefore there cannot be the leaſt doubt of indemni- 
fying the treaſury, Beſides, it is eaſy to make up a- 
ny deficience, that may be experienced, by charging 


2n equivalent upon ſtamp paper, or ſome other article 
leſs neceſſary to human life. 


Laſtly, to give a full proof of the inexpreſſible inte- 


reſt we have in the execution of theſe meaſures, which 
we owe to the zeal, induſtry and wiſdom of Don Ge- 
ronimo, 1 am wiling to make a ſuppoſition, which has 
been already more than ſufficiently proved to be 
groundleſs. Suppoſe then, that by carrying theſe three 
meaſures into execution, there ſhould really be an an- 
nual loſs to the treaſury, of three or four millions of 
crowns. I atk, will the treaſury be really diminiſhed, 
or leſs able to ſupport the fame charges it docs at pre- 
tent? I anſwer, no. This ſeeming paradox admits of 
being cleared up, and in reality, It 1s an undeniable 


truth. It is certain, by taking off the duty of the 


Millones upon fleſh-meat and oyl, and N the 
impoſt of the Alcavala and Cientos upon tlie firſt ſale of 
manufactures, there will be a remarkable reduction 
of the price of proviſions, that are moſt neceſſary, as 


alſo of labour, and other things, that are of more 
immediate ſervice to mankind; Families may then be 


maintained upon a leſs income, and enjoy all the ſame 
conveniencies they do at preſent, for there can be no 
doubt, but a leſs ſubſtance will ſuffice, when the prices 
of ſuch things as are moſt neceſſary for the ſupport of 
life, are reduced lower. And then what inconvenience 
can. there be in proportionably diminiſhing the pay of 
the troops and ſeamen, the falaries of officers and 
others, and the pay of a vaſt number of e and 
other charges, which the crown ſupparts ? No per- 


ſon can. complain of this abatement, if at the ſame 
time meaſures be taken to lower the price of provi- 


ſions and other things; ſo that theſe meaſures once 
eſtabliſhed, the reduction may take place without any 
inconvenience; and let it be ever ſo {mall, it will not 


fail 
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fail of being an equivalent to three or four millions of 
crowns, which the treaſury would otherwiſe be deficient, 
and by this means it can bear the ſame charges it does 
at preſent, WOES 


Ler then every impartial mind, throughly weigh the 


force of this reaſoning, and it will be obliged to look 
; upon this work with admiration, and value it, as a 
fountain of happineſs to Spain. If the patriarch Ja- 


cob promiſed the Lord to acknowledge him for bis God, 


i be would give him bread to eat, and raiment to put on,* 
this kingdom ought with the utmolt gratitude, to ac- 
knowledge the generous labours of this illuſtrious gen- 
tleman, who by the help of three meaſures only, and 


which are very caſy to accompliſh, aſſures it plenty of 


proviſions and cloathing at reaſonable prices, a recovery 


of its ruined towns, the re-peopling of its deſerted pro- 


vinces, a removal of the diſtreſſes that are inſeparable 


ftrom bad management, and the poſſeſſion of large ſums 
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from other nations; ſince its delightful territory, pro- 


ductive of every thing, that Spain ſtands in need of, 


and other kingdoms want, in order to draw treaſure 
from abroad, waits for nothing but to ſce the Alcavalas 
and Cientos upon the firſt ſale of manufactures taken 


ö off, the Millones upon fleſn- meat and oy! aboliſhed, 


and a regulation of the cuſtom-houſe duties. It would 


be weakneſs to doubt of a good iſſue, very great negli- 
gence to fail in the execution, and cowardiſe to fear dan- 
ger, where ſo plain a path is chalked out to lead this 
kingdom to its higheſt proſperity, without the leaſt de- 
triment to the revenue. So that a reſtoration of the 


whole monarchy demands only a proper reſolution; for 
though it may require time, and great reflection, to make 


the neceſſary diſpoſition in the cuſtom-houſes, the other 
proviſions may be inſtantly employed, and will be ſuf- 
ficient to encourage the whole kingdom, to ſet about a 


vigorous reform of the irregularities introduced into the 
cuſtoms, 


* Geneſis 28. 


Nor 
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Nor will it be reaſonable to delay the execution of 
theſe proviſions, from the hope of ſeeing ſome time or 
other eſtabliſhed, a capitation tax, or the Cataſtro ſo 
much deſired. That indeed, would be attended with 
very happy effects, as it would cut off at one ſtroke 
all the abuſes and oppreſſions ſuffered by the ſubject in 
the exaction of the taxes, without any benefit to the 

treaſury ; but its operation is very ſlow; many years 


are neceſſary for ſuch an eſtabliſhment, and there would 


not fail of ſtarting up difficulties that would much re- 
tard the meaſures, that might be purſued in this reſpect. 
The great misfortunes of the kingdom cry out for a 
more ſpeedy relief; and ir can only be attained in the 

way Don Geronimo propofes, while its taking place 
would not in the leaſt obſtruct our thinking of a Cata- 
ſtro at a reaſonable time, 

When 1 reflect, that Spain has taken no vigorous re- 
ſolutions to purſue this plain and fafe path, which un- 
queſtionably leads to her higheſt dignity, I can do no 
leſs, than attribute it to the little knowledge there has 

been of this important book, becauſe the copies of its 

firſt impreſſion were intruſted only with friends; ſo 

that the care of the Marquiſs of Uztariz, in republih- 

ing this ineſtimable treaſure, which was in danger of 

being buried in oblivion, merits the acknowledgment 1 
of all true Spaniards; ; and the licenſe, he ſollicits for, 
ought to be given him out of gratitude, as there is not 
any thing in the work, which is not very conducive to the 
improvement of chriſtian manners, and to the hum- 
bling of the power and pride of hereſy. Theſe are my 


ſentiments, ſaving, &c. The en college of the 
"Hy of Jeſus. 


Auguſt 21, 1742. 


Jeachin de Villareal. 
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HAP. . 

General reflections upon the cauſes of a decay in 
that ſort of commerce which is advantageous to 
Spain, and the natural means to re-eſtabliſh, im- 
prove, and preſerve it. | 


S no man of common underſtanding can be 
a ſtranger to the importance of commerce, 
tit would be an idle thing to ſwell this trea- 
ſe with the debate and illuſtration of ſo clear a 
point; eſpecially as many writers, and eminent po- 
1 of Spain, as well as other countries, have 
already done it. I ſhall therefore confine myſelf to 
n inquiry into the cauſes of its decay, and annihila- 
hon in this monarchy; and to ſuggeſt ſuch means, 
s are juſt, practicable, and conducive to the re- 
Fovery, improvement, and preſervation of it, after 
have pointed out the prudent meaſures, which 
foreigners employ with ſucceſs, to render it flou- 
riſhing and permanent, in their own ſtates. 


Vor. I. B Though 
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Though it he uſually ſufficient, in the impor- 7 
tant concerns of civil government or private æco- 
nomy, to detect the cauſes of any damage we ſuſ- 
tain ; as by a removal of theſe, the evil itſelf ceaſes, 
and is effectually prevented; yet I have thought : 


proper to take a larger ſcope, to ſearch into, aſ- 


Certain, and lay down the principles and meaſures, - 
of which we may avail ourſelves, and ſecure the 


bleflings we ſtand ſo much in need of. And J have 
done this, both with a view of enabling us, out 
of a variety of proviſions to chuſe ſuch as will be 
moſt juſt, effectual, and adequate to the thing 
aimed at; and alſo to determine the proper ſeaſon, 
and the manner of carrying them into execution, 


which are ſometimes of no leſs moment than the 


thin 5 itſelf. 


It is notorious, that without an extenſive and 
profitable commerce, one cannot find, either in 


monarchies, kingdoms or republics, a country 
well peopled, plenty, or ſplendor; armies, fleets 
or fortreſſes, to protect and render us conſiderable: 


nor can an extenſive and profitable commerce ſub- 
ſiſt, without the concurrence of many good manu- 
. factories, of ſilk and wool in particular: nor can 


ſuch manufactories be ſet on foot, and preſerved, 
unleſs favoured by indulgencies and exemptions 


from the duties, at leaſt, upon ſome of the eat- 


_ ables conſumed by the working hands, and the 


materials employed in woven and other commodi. 


ties, as well as in the ſale of them. To all theſe 
we are to add, a well adjuſted book of rates for 


the duties upon exports and imports. And unleb 


there be theſe prudent regulations, we ſhall not ex- 


perience the neceflary vent at home and abroad. 
| And 
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1 And whenever the conſumption fails, it is a clear 
caſe, that there will enſue certain ruin to the ma- 
> nufatories; and it is confirmed by experience every 
where. Therefore, as I am to diſcover and de- 
termine the main ſpring of the meaſures, which 
are to remove the inconveniencies, that bear ſo 
hard upon us, and ſecure to ourſelves the advan- 
tages above mentioned, I muſt of neceſſity begin 
with inquiring into, and ſtating the particular in- 
dulgences, and proportionable abatements in the 
duties, eſpecially in that exceſſive and repeated one 
of the Alcavalas and Cientos, and with reforming 
the cuſtoms upon exports and imports; and then 
proceed to the other encouragements and proviſi- 
ons, that ſhall appear to contribute towards the 
advancement, perfection and fale of the manufac- 
tures. Nor ſhall it be in general rules, ſuch as the 
books of ſtates-men are full of, and laid down at 
. eaſe, but can hardly be put in practice with a pro- 
ſpect of ſucceſs; for I intend, as far as the com- 
paſs of my work will give me leave, to ſpecify par- 
- = ticular proviſions for every one of the evils we 
labour under; and all along give due attention to 
n the nature, quality, condition, and other circum- 
5 Z ſtances of this political body, that wants relief in 
8 3 its diſtreſs; for otherwiſe it would be only diſcover- 
— ing infirmities, without affording ſeaſonable and 
practicable remedies for the cure of them, being 
. *ſenfible, that the exceſſive taxes paid by the maker 
and vender, and the cuſtoms at exportation, is the 
true reaſon that our fabricks are raiſed to an extra- 
6 oF ordinary price: of which it is a certain conſe- 
= quence, that as they are dearer than thoſe of other 
2 3 uns, there is little or no vent for them, either 
at home or abroad; it being natural for people, 
4 B 2 in 
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in ſuch a caſe, either out of intereſt or ſaving, to 
prefer thoſe of other nations. Whence enſncs the 
ruin of our own manufactures, and the advance- 
ment of the foreign ; and this 1s either owing to 
our inadvertence, or want of zeal in theſe matters 
of importance. 
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Commerce 1s divided into profitable, ant injuricus. 
Lijurious commerce explained, 


EFORE I paſs to the conſideration of the 
meaſures propoſed, their foundation, and the 
facts, on which I am in hopes of eſtabliſhing them, 
I think proper to explain the two parts or qualitics, 
into which commerce is divided and diſtinguiſhed. 
For there is a profitable commerce, and an inju- 
rious commerce. 

As commerce principally depends upon thepur- 
chaſe, ſale or barter of woven goods, fruits, &c. 
and an ealy vent for them by ſea and land, both at 
home and abroad, it is evident, that ack a con- 


merce has always ſubſiſted in Spain. For there 
has never been wanting a market for their com- 1 
modities and fruits, and an eaſy introduction of them 
abroad, as well by the hands of natives themſelves, _ . 


as foreigners. But in the ſhape it has hitherto ap- 5 
peared, it has been ſo injurious to the monarchy, +. 
as to enervate, impoveriſh, and diſpeople it. A 

fact fo. notorious, that other nations publiſh it in 


their own books, particularly 1 in one, that is intit- _ 
. led; The commerce of Holland. The author's name 
is ſuppreſſed , , but he is thought to be a miniſte? 

Fhe title at large is, Memoires ſur le commerce des Hollandoi, J 40 


dan tous les etats, et empires du monde. 8 vo. — has paſſed throug! 8 -- 
5 ieveral editions, 1 
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of France, of great underſtanding and public ſpi- 
rit; and in the year 1717, Don Franciſco Xavier 
de Goyeneche, a member of the council of the 
Indies, tranſlated it into Spaniſh, out of an equal 
love to his country, and for the general informa- 
tion and benefit of theſe kingdoms ; in which they 


| fay, 
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« The principal commerce of Holland, with 
Spain, 1s carried on at Cadiz, and in the Medi- 
terranean. It is from this famous port, whence 
go out, and whither return the galeons, that 
carry on the grand commerce of Peru; and the 
flotas, that come from Mexico, or New Spain, 
which have brought, and are {till bringing, al- 
moſt all the gold and ſilver, that is ſeen in Eu- 
rope. However, one may ſay with truth, that 
though the Spaniards be lords of the provinces, 
where gold and filver are found in great plenty, 
they themſelves have a much leis ſhare of both, 
than other nations; a convincing proof that 
mines of gold avail not ſo much as commerce 
to enrich a ſtate *. 


Speaking more plain! in another part of the ſame 


Ebook, they ſay, 


« To give a convincing proof that commerce 
is the only thing, that can enrich a ſtate, it will 
be enough to obſerve, that there is no nation fo 
deſtitute of gold and filver as Spain, even while 
both theſe metals are found in great abundance 
within their own dominions. For other nations are 
notwithſtanding much better ſupplied with both, 
from the great conſumption their merchandize 
meets with in Spain, and her dependant king- 


© doms, In ſhort, this great monarchy ſcems to 


* Page 97. 
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have fallen merely from their havin ng neglected 


commerce, and the eſtabliſhment of manufac- 
tories, throughout the vaſt extent of its domi- 


* ſeſſes; for, * by our trading with the Spa- 


” niards, we have never been in want of filver or 
* gold, even in the longeſt and moſt — 
Ce 


Wars . 
In another paſſage of the ſame book, they confirm 


this opinion, and eſtabliſh the fact, telling us, that, 


© Commerce, is the only thing, that can draw 
gold and filver, the main ſprings of action, into 


c 


A 


< any ſtate. And it is ſo glaring a truth, that Spain, 48 
in whoſe dominions theſe are found in plenty, is 
in great want of both, from their having ſlight- 


« ed traffick and maruſacories ; and all the mines 


« of America are ſcarce ſufficient to pay for the 


* merchandiſe and commodities, which other na- 
« tions of Europe carry to Spain 3. 
Notwithſtanding the bare mention, and expe- 


rience of our having for many years carried on 


deſtructive trade with other nations, ſeem alone 
ſufficient to lead us up to the cauſe of this misfor- 
tune, for the ſake of thoſe, who may ſtill be in 7 


doubt, 1 ſhall ſay, that we principally ſuffer by 


having bought of foreigners more merchandiſe ** 1 


fruits, than we have ſold them, ſo as to make: 
ballance to our diſadvantage of millions of dollars 


yearly. For the amount of woven goods and othe: - 3 
merchandiſe, brought in from abroad, far exceec 
What is exported. Nor can it afford any conſola- 
tion; it rather aggravates the calamity, that the 
cuſtoms have improved and yielded more by the 

He ſpealts of the French, + Pref, page 10. f Page 17. 1 


nions. This indolence has been the foundation 
of the wealth, which France at this time poſ- 
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| = * . Sp. 2 . 
= increaſe of imports, ſince it is ſo unlucky a circum- 


* ſtance for us, that in order to advance them a mil- 
lion of dollars, eſtimating one duty with another, 


at the rate of 8 per cent. after an allowance for 


* frauds and indulgences, there muſt be drawn out 


of the kingdom above 12 millions of dollars. And 
though ſome commodities, of the produce of Spain, 


and the Indies, may be exported, far the greateſt 
part of theſe conſiſts in wool, raw ſilk, cochinille, 


indigo, ſoſa, barilla, iron, and ſeveral other mate- 
rials, where again we unhappily furniſh them with 


'new weapons for our deſtruction, as will be ſeen 


| hereafter ; and it would be better, they were not 
exported at all. Moreover, as their value, together 


with that of the fruits they fetch from hence, is 
far from being a ballance in trade, it is neceſſary 


and unavoidable, that the conſiderable amount of 
the difference be made up by drawing out our gold 


and ſilver, as it is done every day, leaving us with- 
out ſubſtance or power for the neceſſary redreſs of 
injuries, or ſelf-defence. From which conſidera- 
tions it is inferred, that neither the increaſe of the 
treaſury, nor the intereſt of the public depends 


I 
— 


upon the cuſtoms producing annually a hundred or 


two hundred thouſand piſtoles more, but upon mio- 


delling this revenue by a book of rates, and other 


ot 


proviſions more favourable to the profitable com- 

merce of theſe kingdoms, and in particular to the in- 

creaſe and preſervation of the manufactories, which 
can never raiſe their head, ſo long as they are thus 
heavily loaded with taxes, and by that means the 
importation and conſumption of many foreign 
commodities are encouraged ; as they are no leſs 
$0 by the exceſſive abatement of the duties“, and 


* 'The author means to foreigners. 


1 free 
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frequent frauds, that happen in our days, but moſt 


of all at Cadiz. For it is an infallible maxim, 
that the more our importation of foreign merch- 
andiſe ſhall exceed the exportation of our own, ſo 
much more unavoidable will be our miſery and 


ruin at laſt, and the damages ſuch a traffick uſu- . 


ally brings upon a whole kingdom are even great- 
ter than any that have been felt from the moſt de- 


vouring locuſts. Other nations, France, England 


and Holland in particular, have conſtantly theſe 


great diſadvantages in their eye, and to prevent 


their fatal conſequences employ that wiſe and pru- 
dent meaſure of raiſing the duties upon foreign 
commodities, imported into their country, as much, 


and ſometimes more than treaties of peace allow of 1 
never conſenting to any abatement or indulgence 


whatever ; while at the ſame time they give leave 
to export their own woven aud other manufactures, 


requiring only a moderate duty, and letting ſome 
ſorts go out entirely free. This point I ſhall prove 
more at large in other chapters, and here only pro- 


duce the few examples that follow. 


By the tarif which Lewis XIV. aſſiſted by the 
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great penetration, and ſkill of his vigilant miniſter 
John Baptiſt Colbert, publiſhed in the years 1064, 
and 1667, all foreign cloths, imported into France, 
paid a duty of above 25 per cent. while thoſe 
manufactured in his own kingdom were allowed 
to go abroad, paying only one per cent. and other 
commodities were exported free of all duty. This 


appears from the edicts above-mentioned, ang 
other ordinances; and I may add, that to encou- F 
rage the manufactories of that large and p_ 20 x 
ful province of Languedoc, the government of 


| France ſettled a feen of a doblon, to be j 


given 
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J given to the maſters, for every piece of fine cloth 
| Y meaſuring 30 French yards, that they ſhould ma- 
nufacture, and ſend abroad. 

In regard to materials, they obſerve a rule ſo 
'* contrary, (but equally advantageous) that they 
_ impoſe heavy duties upon the exportation of them, 
and ſometimes prohibit it entirely, under rigorous 


penalties, as they do in England with their wool, 


that their own country may reap the benefit of 
that large gain which ariſes from working it up. 

But, they lay very ſmall duties, often none at all, 
upon the importation of materials, which they 
are in want of, eſpecially for their manufactures. 
Tb his is practiſed in Holland, in reſpe& of Spaniſh 
+ wool, which is imported free, as appears from 
their own tarif, publiſhed at Amſterdam, in the 
year 1710; for ſo dextrous are they, and atten- 
tive to the general intereſt of the ſtate, that they 
have conſtantly in their eye, and gather the fruits 
of a piece of experience; that this is a mine more 
fruitful of gain, riches, and plenty, than thoſe of 


Potoſi ; ſince by working up into cloth, a certain 


portion of wool, that lies them in a doblon, they 


produce from it, the amount of five doblons: for 


. they calculate that in a yard of fine cloth, the 
wool, it is made of, amounts to a fifth of its va- 
> lue; and the reſt is labour, dying and other ex- 


pences. So that there remains, as it were, to the 


1 manufacturer an intereſt of four fifths, and a mil- 
lion of money in materials, he can improve to the 
value of five millions. And this ſhews, how ex- 
2X pedient it is to incourage manufactures, in order to 
trade, in a great meaſure at leaſt, without our own 
7 commoadities, 


CHA 
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CHAP. II. 


Arguments and authorities to ſhew the thouſands o, 
millions, that have been extracted out of theſe 
kingdoms, in gold and ſilver, from the firſt dif 
covery of America; a greater proof how injuri- 
ous that commerce is to ourſelves, which we carry 
on with the other nations of Europe. 


ROM the great difference there is then be- 
tween what we ſell, and what we buy of 
forei gners, and other principles, that are very ob- 
vious, it is capable of proof, that every year, one 
with another, there has gone out of Spain, to the 
amount of more than fifteen millions of dollars, in 
gold and filver. And ſhould any perſon doubt it, 4 
he may be aſked, what has become of, or whither | 
have gone the thoufmds of millions of dollars, that 
from the diſcovery of the Indies, have been tran- 
ſported to the continent of Spain, where there now 
remains little more than ſome copper or braſs mo- 1 
ney, that goes current for more than its value, "a 
and 1s attended with a great expence in remitting, 
and a real loſs in traffick; a ſmall portion of 
reals, and half reals of filver, worn or clipped, and _ 
the ſmall double reals, and ſencillos of the new 4 
_ coinage, which are called provincial, and are a- . 
bout twenty-five per cent below ſtandard? And 
no doubt it is owing to theſe defects, that we have | 1 
preſerved this ſcanty portion of money in Spain, 
and that ſomething is left us, to pay the = 1 
duties, and trade with one another, without where 9 5 
being any at all for traffic in many places; if one a 
| 
* 


can really look upon the pieces of coin above men- 
tioned, as an advantage, and in our preſent cir- 1 
cum 
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cumſtances, not rather dread with good reaſon, 
their being turned againſt us, and ſerving as a 
means to render the extraction more eaſy; for at 
a a very ſmall expence, and pains of exchangin 
the defective pieces for thoſe of full weight, and 
better alloy, they may be able to drain us of the 
few, that have been left of the latter ſort, as well 
zalãs thoſe, that from time to time come from Ame- 
rica. And this is, in my opinion, a matter that 
demands a very ſerious reflection, as well as a 
proviſion powerful enough to guard againſt the 
_ pernicious conſequences, that muſt naturally be- 
fall theſe kingdoms from the plunder of their mo- 
ney; a calamity ſo much more ſenſible, as in pro- 
portion to the drawing away of the money, their 
ſtrength will be impaired, and that of the enemies 
of the monarchy, amongſt whom it is diſtributed, 
increaſed; nay, it even extends to that of the 
Turks, and other infidels, who are implacable 
enemies to our holy faith, as ſhall be ſhewn more 
gat large, in another place. 
> To give a clear proof of the great extraction of 
„ gold and ſilver from Spain, that has been advan- 
f _ ced, I ſhall here introduce, what certain authors 
bot great credit, have wrote upon this ſubject. 
Ihe learned Don Sancho de Moncada, profeſ- 
- > for of divinity at Alcala, ſays, in the year 1619, 
d = diſc. 3. chap. 1. That 24 years ago, it had been 
e > repreſented to his majeſty, that in the ſpace of 
1, 103 years, from 1492, in which year a diſcove- 
al ry of the weſt Indies was made, to 1 595, there 
re had been brought into Spain, from the Indies 
e alone, two thouſand millions of dollars, in fil- 
ver and gold, which was about 20 millions 
r- 2X} yearly ; and that it was thought there had come, 
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at leaſt, an equal ſum unregiſtred ; and that out 
of ſo many millions, it would be difficult to find © 
in Spain two hundred millions, one hundred in 
ſpecie, and the other in filver and gold manu- 


factured. And if an eſtimate be made, from the 
year 1595 above mentioned, to the preſent time 


1724, which is an hundred and twenty nine years, 1 


at the rate only of twelve millions per ann. it a- 


mounts to 1536 millions *, which two ſums add- 


ed together, make 3 536 millions of dollars. 


Don Pedro Fernandez de Navarrete, in his pre- | 


ſervation of monarchies, diſc. 21. fays, That 
without reckoning the money there was in Spain, 
or what had been drawn from the mines of Gua- 


dalcanal, there was brought thither regiſtred from 


the Indies, 1536 millions, from the year 1519 


to 1617, which for the 98 years comprehended + 


within this ſpace, is above 15 millions yearly; and 
if we calculate for the 107 years, from 1617, the 


date above mentioned, to the preſent year 1724, 
and for the 27 years from 1492, when the Indies 
were firſt diſcovered, to 1519, where Navarrete 
begins his account, at the rate of 12 millions year- 
ly, it will amount to 1596 millions +, and both 
ſams added together, give 3132 millions; which 
with the addition of what there was in Spain be- 
fore, and the large ſums that have been alſo _ 
brought from the Indies unregiſtred, the whole 
will exceed five thouſand millions of dollars in gold 
and filver, taking it even at the loweſt eſtimate, 
which is what Navarrete makes it. And, me- 
thinks, his ſuppoſitions in general, whether anci- 
ent or modern, are too low to merit a reduction, 


The author calculates only for 128 years, which exactly pro- 


duces 15 36 millions, at 12 millions per ann. 
+ Our author calculates only for 107 years, and 26 years. 
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and ſhould rather be enlarged; if one may be al- 
lowed to judge, from what has been ſeen to arrive 
at Cadiz, in our times, eſpecially for the laſt ten 
or twelve years, notwithſtanding the obſtruction 
of wars, and the tedious delays of the galeons 
from the Terra Firma; ſince in the courſe of 15 
or 16 years, there has been only one that has 


happily arrived. 


Let there be now made an eſtimate of the ſilver 


and gold, which is in Spain, as well in coin as 


{mg and I am convinced that they, who calcu- 
late moſt ſlightly, will not make it amount to a 
hundred millions, taking in even the plate belong- 
ine to churches, and private families: ſo that it is 
' clear conſequence, that all the reſt has been 


drawn out, and the annual extraction above 20 


millions of dollars in gold and ſilver, in the com- 


pals of 232 years, from 1492 to 1724. So that 
in the beginning of this chapter, I fell ſhort, when 


L eſtimated the annual extraction at 1 5 millions: 


4 5 that by taking a medium between the two ex- 
tremes, to which, for the ſake of accuracy, a 


5 prudent judgment always inclines, I am not fo 


much to apprehend cenſure for moderation, as 
diſgrace from an exaggeration, that eaſily runs in- 


to hyperbole. 

> To this ſcarcity of gold and ſilver, which the 
2 1 monarchy ſuffers, notwithſtanding its mines of 
each ſort, a drain alſo of millions, that every year 
J a * 2 to 4 very much contributes; and a con- 


aderabie ſhare of it is owing to the abuſes, that in 
4 the opinion of the generality, have crept into the 
court of indulgences. But as it is a ſubject above 
TE the reach of my narrow genius, and foreign to my 


Y protien I (hall not ſtay to give the particular 
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inconveniences, or to . ſet forth the precautions, 
which other catholic kingdoms and ſtates have 
taken to relieve themſelves, under like grievances, 
And did there not unite in me theſe two diſqua- 
lifications, I might be excuſed from enlarging 
upon this head, as I have only to annex the ſub. 
ſtance of the remonſtrances, that are printed in 

Spain, and by the command, and in the name of 

our ſovereign lord Philip IV. were made to his ho? 
lineſs at Rome, in the year 1633, by his majeſty's _ 

embaſſadors, the biſhop of Cordova, and Don Juan 

Chumacero, member of the council and chamber 
of Caſtile ; and which include a memorial, the * 
deputies of Caſtile aſſembled in council had put 
into the hands of his majeſty, in regard to the op- 
preſſions they had ſuſtained from the court of + 
Rome; and the whole complaint is founded upon 
the decrees of councils, and the holy canons, 2 
- punctual obſervation of which they ſollicited for. 
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CHAP. IV. TT 


Profitable. commerce; and what is the general rul: 7 


for the eſtabliſhment and preſervation of it. 


ROM a view of all theſe facts, it is out of "1 
| diſpute, that the commerce, we have many 
years carried on with other nations, has been ver 
injurious to this monarchy ; and the cauſe, whence 7 
our damage has ariſen in the ſame commerce, has 

been alſo pointed out. So that it will be eaſy to 
conceive, that in order to promote our own inte- 


reſt, and poſſeſs the great and happy conſequences, YZ 
which have been mentioned, and we are invited 
t d enabled btain fr hi | = A 
O, and enabled to obtain from the great plenty, 

and ſuperior quality of our materials and fruits, F* 
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we ought to labour with zeal and addreſs, in all 
tthoſe meaſures, that can avail towards ſelling more 
* commodities and fruits to foreigners, than we buy 
of them, for here lies all the ſecret, good conduct, 
and advantage of trade; or at leaſt, that we be 

upon a par in the barter of commodities, which 
might be even ſufficient for the conſtitution of 


chants of Europe, to our diſgrace, there negotiate 
them with a premium of fix, eight and ten per 
cent. above their intrinſic value. Nor is there 
any hope of a remedy, ſince it has been found, 
that in Conſtantinople, Cairo, and other cities in 
y thoſe parts, this coin bears a premium of 50 per 
7 = cent. So that to the misfortune of plundering us 
eat Cadiz, or its port, of the greateſt part of the 
millions, that our flotas and galleons bring over, 
o there is an additional mortification, that ſeveral na- 
tions diſaffected to the monarchy, are ſuffered to 
do it, and by this means facilitate, and enlarge 
d their own commerce and wealth; as well as a 
very painful reflection to us, that many of theſe 
millions afterwards paſs into the hands of the . 
= | = 
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and other infidels, for the increaſe of their ſtrength, * 
and to our detriment ; ſince by means of this very 
coin, they will be enabled to carry on bloody wars 
againſt the Chriſtians, eſpecially in the dominions 
of the Spaniſh monarchy. For beſides the large 
commerce that is carried on with this ſpecie ſo 
much admired, at Smirna, Grand Cairo, and 
other parts of Natolia, Paleſtine and Egypt, it is 
notorious, that confiderable quantities of our mo 
ney paſſes alſo to Conſtantinople, in which city, 
and the neighbouring coaſts, are encouraged and 
formed the principal armaments againſt Chriſten- 
dom; wretched conſequences, that merit the ut. 
moſt attention, to apply ſuch a remedy as is moſt 
likely to ſucceed ! From theſe and other conſide- 
rations, permit me to doubt, at leaſt, whether the 
conſciouſneſs of fleets arriving in Spain, from the 1 
Indies, loaden with riches, ought to give us joy 1 
or forrow ; for my own part, I am tempted to) 
think, we ſhould be ſorry for it in point of inte- 8 
reſt, as often as we deliberate upon the diſadvan- n 
tages, which ſerious reflection muſt needs ſuggeſt a 
in our unhappy and ruinous fituation ; and that o 
even the ſmall pittance, which for a time is intro- a 
duced into theſe kingdoms, goes out again a few a 
months after in payment for the merchandiſe t! 
foreigners ſell to us in larger quantities than they ſt 
purchaſe. All theſe things certainly ought to ſpur pi 
us on to labour with all our might to put our trade tt. 
upon a proper footing, that our money may be to 
kept at home; and withbut applying ſuch vigo- ye: 
rous meaſures, in vain is it to project a remedy t 
our misfortunes. The belief certain perſons are 


poſſeſſed of, that by means of bills of exchange 4 


the drawing out of our money is to be prevented, 
* ſeemm 
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ſeems to deſerve no regard, ſince this is only to 
be a borrowed and temporary expedient, that cer- 
4 tain private traders employ, to ſave the trouble of 
© conveying money to the places, where it is neceſ- 
= fary; but then ſuch correſpondents, as draw theſe 
bills, muſt be made whole at laſt, either in mer 
© chandize or ſpecie; and as the commodities and 
fruits, that are now exported from Spain, are not 
ſufficient to anſwer our trade with foreign coun- 


tries, it is a certain conſequence that by one hand 


or other, what is wanting of the ballance, and 
cannot be paid in merchandize, muſt be made 
good from one nation to another in ſpecie. This 
reaſoning is ſo clear and natural, that any farther 


explanation would be trifling. 


rc effectual; both to remove theſe evils, and protect 


i g % 5 . » 
Hur navigation upon all the coaſts of Spain, and 
that by this meaſure, which is not to be diſpenſed 


i > i A, 4 
5 a PITS 


Worthy alſo of our attention, and a ſpeedy re- 


medy is the misfortune, we labour under, that no 
{mall quantities of our coin paſs from Spain to the 
Mahometans of Barbary, by the ports and cities of 
Sale, Tetuan, Oran, Algiers, Tuniz, Port Fari- 
na, and Tripoli. This enables them to ſupport 
an obſtinate and moſt deſtructive war, eſpecially 
on account of the number of captives they make, 
and for whoſe redemption, large ſums of money 


are every year drawn from us, and thus we furniſh 


them again with new weapons for our own de- 
ſtruction; very heavy calamities | and, in my ap- 
prehenſion, ſtrike fo home to our conſciences, 
that they demand the firſt care of the government 
do provide the ſpeedieſt cure of them. This ſub- 
ect I ſhall hereafter reſume, and propoſe ſuch 


eaſures as I apprehend to be moſt practicable and 


Vor, I. C with, 
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with, we may alſo facilitate an advantageous com- 


merce. 


. 


THe neceſſ ity there is to deflroy that falſe notion ſome © 


bs 


perſons entertain, that the revenues may be di- 1 


mini ſbed by a grant of indulgences, and abate- 

ments of duties to the manufacturers, and other 
regulations in the cuſtoms. 

AVING eſtabliſhed this principle, that in 
F ' order to have an advantageous commerce, 
it is neceſſary we ell to foreigners more than we 
buy of them, it remains to be confidered, what 
meaſures are molt juſt, ſafe and effectual for the 
execution of this intereſting project, an accom- 
pliſhment of which will be attended with nothing 
leſs than a revival of the monarchy, and giving it 
a new life and being, as it will inveſt it with all 
that power, ſplendor, wealth and dignity, that 
becomes 2ts glorious maſter, and his loyal and brave 
ſubjects. 

It has been already obſerved, that without a 
great number of good manufactures, it is not poſ- 
fible to attain an advantageous commerce, and no 
leſs impracticable to eftabliſh and preferve many 
good manufactures without indulgences or abate- 


ments in the taxes, judicious books of rates for the 


cuſtoms, and lar” encouragements, that can a- 


lone be expected from the ſteady and powerful 


protection of a ſovereign, ſupported by the zeal, 


eee and vigilance of the miniſters, who are Ip 

arged with the execution. As then indulgences 
or abatements in the taxes, and a reform of the 
euſtoms are to be the baſis and main ein of the t 
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meaſures proper to be taken in our purſuit of ſuch 
advantages ; theſe two points ſhall be treated upon, 
as the foundation of our ſucceſs in it. But as eve- 
ry propoſal that is made, on the foot of indulgen- 
ces, or abatements in the taxes, and a regulation 
of the cuſtoms, uſually meets with a fierce oppo- 
ſition from ſome perſons of another opinion, and 
who, though very zealous in the ſervice of his 
majeſty and the public intereſt, perſiſt in it, no 
doubt, from their ignorance in certain matters, 
that ſeem inconſiderable, and yet principally con- 

tribute to the improvement of commerce, and 
therefore to the augmentation of the treaſury, and 
the number of the people, ſince they rather ap- 
prehend them injurious to the royal revenue and 

the impoſt of towns. And as their oppoſition has 
been the reaſon, that all propoſals in favour of 

trade and manufactures have miſcarried, it is high- 

ly proper, leſt any other, that ſhall be hercaftcr 

made, and preſented to his majeſty, meet with 
the ſame fate, to give a clear and irreſiſtible de- 
monſtration, that the indulgences, which have 

hitherto been granted to ſome few manufacturers, 

or more conſiderable allowances, that may be 

made, neither do, nor will diminiſh the revenues 
of the king, or of thoſe of cities, but rather con- 
ſiderably improve both; as alſo that the treaſury 
and the cities will be to far from ſuſtaining any 

loſs from the new modelling of the duties upon 
exports and imports, and ſome others that will be 


2 propoſed, that on the contrary, the revenues of 
Th both will be conſiderably augmented. For unleſs 
the falſe and indigeſted notions, that have hither- 


trade either in their birth, or progreſs, be firſt re- 
C88 1 e ee eee 
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moved by ſolid ond undeniable evidence, all other 
roviſions, that are now, or ſhall be hereafter 


thought of, and laid before his majeſty by his 
tribunals, juntas or miniſters for the enlargement 
and preſervation of it, would be rendred vain and 
ineffectual. For ſo long as a conceit prevails, that 
by indulgences and other regulations, the revenues 


may be diminiſhed, ſuch as entertain this opinion 


will find a ſupport, and their oppoſition take place | 


at the expence of the intereſt of the king and the 


5 


enſion, I ſhall here produce a few arguments to 


ſhew, that neither the revenues of the king, nor 


thoſe of the towns will be impaired by ſuch a pro- 
ceeding, and reſerve for another place a demon- 
ſtration of the increaſe, which theſe abatements 


in the duties will occaſion in the king's revenues, 


and at the ſame time be a relief to the towns. 


The city of Madrid ſcrupled to continue an in- 
dulgence in the duties upon wine, oyl and ſoap to 


N — a weaver of gold, ſilver and filk, and other 


commodities, who came thither from abroad, and 
carried on theſe manufactures by a patent from his 
majeſty, that empowered him to enter in that 


city every year, for the twenty which his patent 
extended to, ten arrobs of wine, ten of oy}, and 


ten of ſoap free of duty, for every loom he ſhould 


ſet up, and keep going : The looms, moſt of 


which are for rich commodities, and employ | 
many hands, are now twelve in number. So that 
the whole indulgence will be reduced to 120 ar- 
robs of wine, 120 of oyl, and 120 of ſoap annu- 
ally, and in the whole will not amount yearly to 
50 doblons, even at Madrid, where the exciſe 
are known to be ſo exceſſive ; which is little more 
than 


6 


ar a Therefore to remove this falſe appre- 
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than 4 doblons a year for every loom, and it is 
generally thought, that the indulgence would not 
be two doblons in any other city of Spain. 

But from this ſmall ſum of 50 doublons a year, 
there cannot be apprehended any prejudice to the 
royal revenue, or the exciſe, when it is conſider- 
ed that the indulgence will be made amends for by 
the greater conſumption the manufacture itſelf 
will occaſion in theſe very commodities ; ſince the 
greateſt part of the working hands will be ſuch as 
have left their own country, whether in Spain or 
elſewhere, and come into the city for the ſake of 
the manufacture, as we find it already; and alſo, 
becauſe boys, &c. who are employed in the labour, 
did not before contribute to the duties upon theſe 
commodities; for, as they did not work before, 
their principal food was bread, and ſome coarſe and 
ſtrong ſavoured pulſe; inſomuch, that, without 
theſe fabricks, there would not have been ſo great 
an increaſe in the conſumption of the proviſions 
that pay an exciſe. So that by remitting duties 


proper to encourage ſuch an eſtabliſhment, the 


revenue is not diminithed ; nor is there any rea- 
ſonable motive for the city to complain, or pre- 
tence to have an imaginary loſs made up to the 
farmer of the royal revenue, or to the exciſe of 
Madrid. And indeed it may be obſerved, that to 
leave no opening for ſuch an application, his majeſ- 
ty after taking the advice of the council of Caſtile 
onthe 3othof October 17 19, publiſhed the follow- 
ing decree, November the 2 5th of the ſame year. 
_ © Forafmuch as theſe indulgences do not dimi- 
e niſh, or prejudice the revenue, or produce of 
< the exciſes in the city of Madrid, and the fa- 
« bricks, that are ſet up there, rather augment 
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and improve it, beſides the great advantages 
they yield to my ſubjects in general, as it is ſet 

5 forth in the patent; (of which I ſend a copy 
«< to the council,) 1 declare and order that the in- 
« dulgence, which I have granted to the paten- 
tee, and all ſuch, as I ſhall hereafter diſpenſe 
upon the ſame motives, may be underſtood to 
* take place, and allo take place even in the ex- 
c ciſes of Madrid, to which city this reſolution 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


mentioned patent incloſed for their obſervation ; 
and that all applications from the farmers may be 
prevented, theſe indulgences ſhall be a part of 
the condition, w hen tucceeding contracts are 
J 

It ſeems then ſufficiently proved, that from this 
indulgence there enſues no diminution, or preju- 


cc 


CC: 


dice to the revenues and exciſes above-mentioned; 
and with as full and clear evidence it can alſo be 


proved, that both receive an increaſe another way, 


- which the ſame fabricks and encouragements grant- 
ed to them, are the caule of. 


K 


The firſt augmentation and improvement of the king”s 


revenues and of the exciſe ariſing From the 1ndul- 


gences, and other encouragements 87 ren to the 
menufaftures. 


HE indulgence that was conſidered in the 


toregoing chapter, comprehends only wine, 


oyl and ſoap. 
But theſe manufacturers conſume alſo 1 


beef, bacon, freſh and ſalt fiſh, cheeſe, pulſe, ſpices, 
falt, vinegar, brandy, beer, tobacco, &c. as alſo the 


com- 


ſhall be forthwith communicated, with the fore- 


AE 
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commodities neceſſary for cloaths and furniture; 
and for all theſe they pay the whole duties laid 

upon them, either by the king, or the city: and 
as this increaſe wholly ariſes from the working 


hands, that are invited to Madrid, or any other 


town, by the proſpect of a flouriſhing trade, which 
is abſolutely neceſſary to engage them to continue, 
one great advantage each revenue enjoys by their 
means is very evident, 


CHAP. VII. 


A ſecond augmentation of the revenues from encou- 
raging the ſaid manufactures. 


A NOTHER advantage the revenues reap 

from ſuch manufactures is, that the indul- 
gence allowed for every loom at work, will ſcarce 
be ſufficient for the conſumption of the maſter, at 
leaſt in wine and oyl; and as a loom is of a very 
delicate frame and texture, and employs four or 
five hands to aſſiſt either in the weaving, or the 
preparations which the ſilk, filver and gold muſt 
undergo, before they come to the loom; beſides 
thoſe that are employed in the machinery and 
drawings, it is plain, that all theſe perſons, who 
live in the manufacture, and for whom the above 
indulgence is inſuthc'ent, pay all the taxes for eat- 
ables, which they and their families conſume, in- 
cluding even wine, ſoap and oyl, and alto for the 
commodities, they expend in cloathing and other 
uſes : So that a ſecond increaſe of the revenues 
and exciſe by means of a manufacture is allo real 
and demonſtrable. And this improvement will be 
in proportion to the number of weavers and other 
workmen, as every perſon muſt own, that conſi- 
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ders the matter ; but will feel a ſtronger conviction, 
when I have purſued the point farther, and ſhewn, 
how by the execution of this plan, Sevil, for in- 
ſtance, will be reſtored to her ancient ſplendor, 
number of inhabitants, envied riches, and plenty, 
that raiſed her up many rivals. For ſhould there 
be ſet up inſtead of three or four hundred filk and 
woollen looms, to which number they are now re- 
duced, the 16000, that were formerly there, 
and continued for many years (as the ſame city aſ- 
ſures us) theſe, as they will conſiſt both of rich 
and coarſe fabricks, would employ at leaſt three 

rſons one with another, in all 48000 workmen, 
including thoſe that prepare the wool, ſilk, gold and 
ſilver; and with the families of ſuch as were mar- 
ried would exceed 60000 perſons. Hence, ſup- 
poling the above-mentioned indulgence in the ar- 
ticles of wine, ſoap and oyl, anſwerable to 16000 
principal weavers, at the rate of 10 arrobs a year, 
of each ſort, for every loom, let it be conſidered, 
how much the duties to the king and the city 


would amount to, which thele very 16000 maſter 


weavers would pay in the other proviſions and 
commodities before-mentioned ; as well as the con- 
tributions to the king and city, which the remain- 
ing 44000 workmen and dependants, would pay 


for all forts of proviſions and commodities which 


they conſume, without any allowance. 
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A third augmentation and advantage, that would 
accrue to the revenue, by means of manufacto- 
ries, favoured by indulgences and other encourage- 
ments. 
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HOULD the manufactories be conſiderably 


tage would alſo enſue to the revenue, and the pub- 
lic; ſuppoſe, for inſtance, in Sevil the 16000 looms 
re-eſtabliſhed, which were formerly in that city : 
It has been already obſerved, that theſe, together 
with the works preparatory to weaving, would 
employ at leaſt 48000 hands, and that if there be 
added the families of ſuch as were married, the 
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ber of perſons may be reckoned as a city or town 


lation of 5 perſons to a family. 

As theſe are to be ſupplied with victuals for 
their food, and all neceſſaries for cloathing ; and 
alſo buildings, both for their looms, and to live 


lows that this town will be augmented by a great 
number of ſhopkeepers, taylors, ſhoemakers, 
perukemakers, hatters, butchers, bakers, carpen- 
ters, bricklayers, ſmiths, ſurgeons, barbers, and 
7 other trades, occupations and people that would 
be employed in providing and furnithing the above 
2 60000 perſons, with all neceſſaries. And as all 
tthoſe pay the whole taxes, by their increaſing the 

= conſumption of ſalt and tobacco, which are appro- 
al priated to the king's revenue, it is evident, that the 
manufactories would by this means bring alſo a 
= | - great 
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augmented, another improvement and advan- 


whole would rife up to 60000. Now this num 


of 12000 families according to the ordinary calcu- 


in, together with the furniture of them, it fol- 
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nues of the king and the city would receive a con- 


Sevil, her principality, and alſo other parts of Span 


yearly manufactured, in every one of theſe 16000 3 


value of 700 dollars, including the materials, la-. 
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great deal more to both revenues. Moreover, from 
what has been advanced, it is manifeſt that were 
there granted to the weavers and their aſſiſtantz, 
not barely an indulgence or abatement in the das 9 
ties upon wine, oyl and ſoap, but even in thoſe 
upon the materials, that are wrought up in the fa. 
brics, and alſo in the ſale of them, both the reve- 


ſiderable augmentation. 


CHAP. IX. 


P A fourth great advantoge, that would proceed fam 
the manufaftories, when ſupported by indulgences 


and fer encouragements. 
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\ UT notwithſtanding theſe advantages may =? 
be very great, the royal revenue, the city x _ 


have Milla greater intereſt in the intrinſic value of I 
theſe fabrics. It is calculated that there would be 


$9” — — — 


ſilk and woollen looms, one with another, to the * 


bour and dying: At this rate there would be year- 
ly wrought up by the whole 16000 to the value 
of eleven millions of dollars. So that ſuppoſing -* 
the amount of three millions in theſe commodi- 
ties be yearly conſumed by the inhabitants of that 
city, and molt part of her principality, the extraction 
of an equal amount would be ſaved, which at pre- 
ſent is drawn out in coin, and fruits for the foreign * 
countries, whence thoſe towns were before ſuppli- 7 
ed. Nor on this account would other nations fail of 
buying and exporting our fruits, ſince they ſtand in 


need of them, for their neceſſary conan 1 
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chen by ſelling to the Indies, and the North (as 
N t& like beſt) the reſt of their goods, it follows, 

there would every year come in and circulate the 

remaining 8 millions of dollars in that city and 

Ir incipality. Of this laſt ſum it is eſtimated that 

about 4 millions would be going out of that prin- 
J ape to pay for the materials, viz. ſilk, wool, 
gold and filver thread, which were wrought up in 
1 the manufactures of the 16000 looms, including 
the value of the dying goods; as they muſt pur- 
3 chaſe in Valencia, Murcia, and other provinces of 
Spain the raw filk they want, over and above 
the produce of their own principality ; and alſo 
fine wool from Caſtile. So that this benefit 
would be alto diffuſed into ſeveral of his majeſty's 
2 kingdoms; and by mutually relieving each other's 
3 neceſſities, towns would become more populous, 


V2 


better able to pay their taxes, and even to bear 
t higher impolitions, and the people live caty and 
9 comfortable. 

In exchange for the gold, ſilver and dying goods 
from America, which: are expended in cheſs ma- 
nufactures, there might be returned a part of their 
con woven goods, 5 by carrying on a direct 
: commerce to thoſe countries, or ſelling them to 


8 I ſuch as trade thither. 
4 Thus after a deduction of theſe ſeveral ſums 
from the above 11 millions, the city and principa- 
"= of Sevil, would be gainer above 3 millions: 
And if we add half a million of dollars, which, 
2 _ pon the beſt calculation, would be the yearly 
amount of the wines, oyls, brandies and fruits, 
aue out of the principality, there would Rill 
remain a balance in their favour of above 3 mil- 
© lon and a half of dollars: And if we * 
I their 
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their conſumptionof linnens, Bacalao and other | 
ſalt fiſh, ſpicery, cocao, ſugar, tobacco and other 


from abroad. Thus Sevil would not be daily im- 
poveriſhing herſelf, as ſhe now does, by Having 
more money en out, than there comes in; but 


rather from this annual ballance of a mittion and 
half of dollars in her favour, it is a clear conſe- 


quence and proof, that the whole principality 
would remain very rich, plentiful, and provided 
with all neceſſaries. Moreover, by a circulation of 
the millions, their own manufactures and fruits 
would produce, they would inſure a conſiderable * 
increaſe to the revenues of the king and of the 
towns themſelves, that would enable them to make 
his Majeſty larger contributions, and pay extraor- 
dinary ſubſidies, as often as the exigencies of war 
andother neceſſities of the ſtate ſhould require them. 


4 


fruits and commodities, that now come from 
abroad, at the rate of 2 millions, there would 
be ſtill a ſurplus of a million and half yearly, 
after they had paid for every thing they ſhould 


want either from the other provinces of Spain, or 7 


Whoever is at the pains of reading this treatiſe * 


will ſee, that all the above calculations or amounts, 


have been taken in the groſs, and according to 4 


probability ; and be alſo ſenſible, that upon ſuch a 1 


3 


ſubject, preciſe and certain rules cannot be laid 


down. However, for the point I advanced, it will! 
be enough for me to ſhew by apt reaſonings and 
with a moral certainty, that if we re-eſtabliſh in 
Sevil and her principality the 16000 looms, above- 


mentioned, and avail ourſelves of the advantages, 
nature has ſo liberally diſpenſed to her, both in 4 
point of fruitfulneſs and ſituation, and by that dif- 4 | 


tinguiſhing bleſſing of a large river, navigable for 
many | 
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many leagues, the city would fell to foreigners 
much more than ſhe bought of them; and then, 
itt is an undoubted conſequence, that the city and 
tits large province, would poſſeſs riches and plenty, 
in lieu of that ſcarcity of money, and other diſ- 
treſſes, they now ſuffer. For let commerce be 
| I once ſet on foot, no matter how, Or by whom, 
the caſh of the original ſtock is always in ſearch 
after the firſt proprietor of the merchandiſe, whoſe 
> gain is uſually more, than the neat profits of ſuch 
as buy and ſell. This is confirmed by many rich 
Cities of the Mediterranean, the North and other 


parts; for thoſe that flouriſh by their own manu- 


factures, are more in number than thoſe that pro- 
ſper on the foot of buying and ſelling only. Lyons 
in France, for inſtance, is grown ſo populous, and 
rich as ſhe is known to be, from her numerous and 
excellent manufactures. And had the fame towns, 
that reap ſo much profit from theſe, the genius 
and addreſs to trade on their own account, as the 
city and principality of Sevil, and other places uſed 
to do, they would be in poſſeſſion of both advan- 
tages: Nor would there be any difficulty in it; for 
it is notorious, that what is propoſed, has been, 
and for many years was practiſed in the city of Se- 
vil, and other parts of Spain: Nor is there at this 
time any new obſtacles, to render it impoſſible to 

2 re-eſtabliſh them. As ſhall be proved in other 
parts of this treatiſe. 


CHAP. 
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GHAP. X. ARGUMENTS: 
What has been ſuppoſed, and applied to the kingdom 


of Sevil in particular, is made general and en- 
tended to all the kingdoms of Spain, to ſhew the 
extenſrve and univerſal improvements, from the 
advantages mentioned in the foregoing chapters. 


HOUGH the calculations made under the 

three laſt articles of an augmentation of the 
revenues, and other happy conſequences, were 
principally formed upon the plan of re-eſtabliſh- 
ing the 16000 looms, that formerly had been in 
Sevil; it is to be obſerved, that what was ſaid of 
that city and principality, and ſuggeſted for the re- 
covery of its former wealth, is alſo to be under- 
ſtood. comparatively, of all the other cities and 
provinces of Spain; and in particular Segovia, 
Toledo, Cordova, Granada, Mercia, Valencia, Za- 
ragoza, Valladolid, Medina del Campo, and other 
parts of the continent, that in former times, and 
not very long fince, flouriſhed by manufactures 
and traffic. But care muſt be taken to eſtimate 
the advantages of each particular according to 


the quality, number of people, materials, fruits, 


and addreſs of the reſpective diſtricts. For in the 
article of manufactories, ſucceſs does not entirely 
depend upon the goodneſs, and plenty of fruits 


and materials, a country produces. Theſe defects, 


and wants may be made up by management and 
induſtry. In proof of it many examples might be 
produced, were it not ſufficient to mention Hol- 
land and Genoa, in whole diſtricts, though bar- 
ren of ſilk, good wool, and dying materials, ma- 
ny and prime manufactories of theſe and other 
ſorts 
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happy conſequences that depend upon it, ſuppoſe 
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ſorts are flouriſhing. And as Spain poſſeſſes theſe 
and other materials in great plenty and perfection, 
and is equally furniſhed with all the neceſſary provi- 


fions for the working hands, which the territories 


of Holland and Genoa are alſo deſtitute of, and 


the nation is {till the ſame as in former times, there 
is reaſon to believe, that every thing, which has 
been formerly, may be again, whenever due en- 
couragement ſhall be given by thoſe in power ; 
eſpecially when thoſe heavy fetters are taken off, 


which with our own hands we have laid upon the 
manufactures, and the fale of them both at home 
and abroad, as well by exceſſive taxes upon provi- 
fions, conſumed by the working hands, and the 


materials they make uſe of, as by the heavy and re- 
peated duty of the Alcavala at every fale of them, 


and the 15 per cent. which manufactures, by the 


book of rates, are to pay upon exportation, con- 
trary to the natural and political maxim, obſerved 
by other nations, as it has been already hinted in 


former chapters, and will be conſidered more at 


large hereafter. Nor can I torbear dwelling upon 
thete two points, Manilfactures, and a Reform of 
the duties, and a frequent mention of them, as 


they are the root, which by a prudent cultivation 


is to produce the remedy for our misfortunes, and 
give new life to the monarchy ; for it is certain, 
that the exceſs of theſe duties is the original cauſe 
of the deſtruction of our manufactories, a neceſſa- 
ry conſequence of which is the loſs of an advan- 
tageous commerce, (which 1s now fallen into the 
hands of foreigners) as alſo the diſpeopling, and 
preſent inability of Spain. | 
For a better illuſtration of this point, and the 


there 
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there were ſet on foot, for inſtance, 60000 new 
looms in theſe kingdoms, which would be re- 
placing a conſiderable part of thoſe, that are faid | * 
to be in antient times. 1 
As J am ſatisfied, there are now in the king- 
dom of Valencia above 2000 looms of ſilk and 
wool ; in the principality of Catalonia, above 500 ; | 
and in the kingdom of Granada, 1000, includ- | 
ing both ſbrts; and there are alſo in other pro- | 
vinces manufactures of filk, though not very 
conſiderable, and in almoſt all of them no con- 
temptible number of looms for the ſeveral fa- 
brics of wool, ſuch as the middling and coarſe 
cloths, bays, ſerges, camblets, droguets, &c. one 
may, I think, without raſhneſs, ſuppoſe, the ilk 
and woollen looms, that are now in Spain to be 
10000. Now theſe, with the 60000 new ones 
that have been imagined to be ſet up, would amount | 
to 70000; and one may reckon 14000, or about 
a fifth part of them to be filk looms : and the re- 
maining 56000 of fine, middling and coarſe wool, * 
of which laſt there is no leſs conſumption. 1 
In the foregoing chapter I remarked, that in 
every ſilk and woollen loom, taken together, there 
might be yearly manufactured to the value of 700 
dollars, including the expence of materials and dy- 
ing goods. In this eſtimate I was moderate, as 
well to ſtand clear of every thing that might ſeem | 
forced, either in the facts, or reaſoning, as becauſe 2 « 
exactneſs was not neceſſary for the points under 
debate in that chapter. But as preciſeneſs is more 
neceſſary in the calculations, and reaſoning con- | « 
tained in this and ſome other chapters, I ſhall here 
produce a calculation made a few years ago by the 
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prefident and inſpectors of the filk manufacture in 
the city of: Sevil, whichis as follows. 


That in every loom of entire tiſſu, there 
pointy wrought up 100 weight of * lk, and 220 
ounces of leaf ſilver or gold, more or leſs. Theſe 
manufactured yield 150 yards, which at the 
? doblons, amount to 4.50 


doblons. 


ee In each loom for mide ling tiſſu, 150 pounds 


of ſilk, and 150 ounces of metal ae and 


theſe wrought up yield 199 yards, which at 
the rate of 2 doblons a yard, amount to 380 


'doblons.- 


In every loom for brocades, 200 pounds of 


ſilk, and between 70 and 80 ounces of metal, 


which are manufactured annually into 4009 


yards, and at a doblon and a half per yard, 
make 450 doblons. 


« In a loom of double taffeta, there is uſed 280 


pounds of filk annually, which wrought up 
produce 1800 yards, and at the rate of 10 re- 


als de Vellon, will amount to 300 doblons. 


« In every loom of ſingle taffeta is expended 
200 pounds of filk yearly, with ſmall diffe- 


rence, and they yield above 3000 yards, which 


at the rate of 6 reals de Vellon are worth 300 
doblons. 

In every loom of plain or ſtriped ſattins, there 
is uſed yearly 200 pounds of filk ; which woven 
yield 1200 yards, and at the rate of 16 reals a 
yard, one with another, the whole amount will 


be zoo doblons. 
In every loom of damaſk, there is yearly ex. 


pended 2 80 pounds, which w rought up produce 
Vol, I, D * 1200 
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materials. So that in the 14000 looms appropri- | | 


to year, according to the quantity of ſilk and fruits, 


« 1200 yards, and at the rate of 20 reals, one 
« with another, are worth 400 doblons.” 
Though ſome perſons may be a little jealous of | ; 
theſe eh ; and willing to reduce them a £ : 
ſixth or a fifth, it muſt be acknowledged, that af. 
ter this reduction, there will be manufactured an- 
nually in every loom, one with another, to the 
value of 1000 dollars, including the price of the 
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ated to ſilk, out of the 70000 for this commodi- 3 
ty and wool ; there would be manufactured to the 
amount of 14 millions of dollars; not forgetting ih 
that there is a fluctuation in the prices from year 
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and from other accidents, that uſually raiſe and q 
fall the market. 3 
From the information of people of experience, 
and to be relied upon, we find that in every woollen 
loom, one with another, allowing for the diffe- 1 
rence between fine, middling and coarſe clots I 
there can be yearly manufactured to the value f 
above 700 dollars, including the materials. Hence 
there would be annually wrought up in the abore F 
6000 woollen looms, to the amount of 39 mil- ! 
lions, which added to the 4 millions produced . 
the ſilk manufactures, would make 5 3 millions e 


dollars. 


I cannot forbear repeating, that all pol 
whatever, founded upon princip'es that are not 
quite fixed and determinate, are liab'e to ſome de. 1 
fect and uncertainty: however, they do not fail il 
affording light and probability, by their appr 
to real truth; eſpecially, when ſome of the 
principles upon which they are formed, are cer 
tain and acknowledged; and laſtly, when one pl I 
pL 9 ; 


8 as nt es ”" VE RE nw 8 he 


of COMMERCE, &c. 35 


poſes ſure principles, and prudent reflections upon 


what is doubtful, every one will be enabled, to 
leave, take, or argue upon what ſhould appear 
moſt evident or probable; a conſideration that en- 
courages me to debate other points upon principles 
ſtill more doubtful than thoſe I have juſt now 
mentioned. Therefore I ſhall not diſpute with any 
body about the exactneſs, or defects of the calcu- 
lations, I ſhould be diſpoſed to offer on thoſe 
heads; as I am conſcious of the danger, theſe, 
which I am going to propoſe, are liable to. 

From what I ſhall offer in another chapter upon 
the number of the inhabitants of Spain, it will be 
found, that it contains ſeven millions and 500 
thouſand ſouls, a few more or leſs ; and though 


there be many of theſe that yearly expend in ma- 
nufactures of ſilk or wool, or of both ſorts above 


100 crowns, without any regard to linnen, it is alſo 
known, that the greateſt part of the inhabitants 
of both ſexes are found to be dreſſed in middling 
and coarſe cloths ; and that every ſuit uſually laſts 
them two years, a little more or leſs. And when 


we conſider, that the country people, and me- 
chanicks, take up for a ſuit fix yards of ordinary 


cloth, (which is narrower than the fine) this at 15 


2 reals a yard, will amount to fix dollars, and that 


two dollars more will be neceſſary for linings, the 


whole commodity will coſt 8 dollars yearly ; and 


upon ſuppoſition a ſuit of cloaths ſhall wear two 


2 years, there will be expended by every individual 
four dollars a year. But as it is alſo certain, that 
many of theſe wear a cloak and a cap, one may, 


I, think, ſtate the annual expence of every one of 


. this claſs, in the commodities above named, at 5 


dollar s. 
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Nor does it paſs unobſerved too, that younger 
: oe and girls of the lower claſs, will not expend in 
ioaths 4 dollars vcarly; and that the ſame will hap- 
Fn to a great number of women, excluſive alfo 


22 


of innen: put in conſideration there are many of 


both ſexes in the kingdom, that yearly expend in 
co mmodities of filk and wool from 20 to 100 dol- 
lars and more, I am perſuaded, that for every one 
of the feven millions 500 thouſand, one with ano- 
ther, we may fairly calculate their: annual expence 


in both commodities at 4 dollars and a half, which 


for the whole will amount to ſomething above 33 


millions of dollars: and if we deduct this ſum 


from the 53 millions, the ſuppoſed value of the 
fabricks manufactured in the above 70000 looms, 


there would remain to us of both commodities tge 
value of 20 millions. And by means of this over- * 
plus one may, 1 thin, furniſh his majeity's Indies, 
both with the filks, they are in want of, and alſo 2: 

the fine cloths, that go thither from Europe, fince | 
they have no occaſion for ordinary cloths, by hav- | 
ing them in plenty from their own fabricks. Nay, 
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Jam apt to believe, that after the neceſſary ſup- 7? 
plies for Spain and the Indies, there will {till re- 


main confiderable quantities of the above ſilks, 


and fine cloths for exportation to ſeveral Kingdoms 
and countries in Europe, eſpecially thoſe of the 


north, that yield no filk, and but very little of 1 


3 


fine wool. By this and other wiſe proviſions we 


ſhould accompliſh the grand point of ſelling other? 
more commodities and Fruits, than we buy. For 

even by the ſingle provifion of ſetting up the GO 
Looms abovementioned, there would be, after wy 1 
plying the kingdoms of Spain and the Indies, 0 4 


nany goods left, as would ſuffice, and ever be 
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more than a ballance for the ſpices, linens, bacal- 
lao, and other cured fiſh, we are obliged to have 
from foreign parts for our faſt-days; though the 
introduction of the laſt article from abroad might 
be conſiderably reduced, by taking fuch ſteps as 
ſhall be propoſed in another place. Then after 
the ſuppoſed exportation of our filks and woollen 
cloths, we ſhould ſtill have the benefit of our 
wines, brandies, oyls, raiſins, and other fruits, 
that are more than we conſume ourſelves, and go 
abroad in conſiderable quantitics, belides a great 
many {mall wares, that might be made of the ex- 
cellent iron of Biſcay, and other provinces, both 
for home and fore gn conſumption ; and great 
quantities of chryſtal, and foap, that might be 
manufactured in thefe kingdoms, by mearis of the 
Sola and Barilla, which they abound with, and 
are acknowledged to be of ſuch ſuperior quality, 
that theſe two ingredients are eagerly deſired by 
all nations in Europe, and in preference to all 
other ſought after, and exported from Spain. 
Moreover, the guick-filver, copper, tin and 
other profitable metals, which his majeſty's domi- 


nions yield in great plenty, merit our conſiderati- 


on; as alſo that in many parts the ſoil is peculi- 
arly adapted to the growth of flax and hemp, ma- 
terials very advantageous, and will furnith us with 
rigging and fail-cloth, both for our own and the 


ſupply of other countries. 


By theſe natural means, and which the conſti- 
tation of theſe kingdoms renders very practicable, 
there would not only be prevented the extraction 
of many millions of gold and filver, but there 
might come in from foreign countries a confide- 
rable quantity of money. Put ſliould we ſucceed 


2 3 BO 
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no farther than to detain all, or a moiety of the 
treaſures that come from the Indies, and have 
hitherto gone directly to other kingdoms, Spain 
ſerving them only for a paſſport, we ſhould then 
| have that plenty, increaſe of people, ſtrength and 
other advantages, we are now deſtitute of, by the 


deſertion, and decay of the manufactures above 


mentioned, and which it is in our power to revive, 


enlarge and improve, by granting ſome indulgences, | 


and making a judicious reform of the duties upon 
exports and imports. For though the commodi- 

ties now exported from Spain are few, there would 
then go abroad large quantities; and were they to 
pay no higher duty than two and a half per cent. 


of their value, the cuſtoms would yield more than 


at preſent. Nay, as the country rendred more 
populous by means of the manufactures, there 


would enſue an increaſe of the revenue, ariſing 
out of the more frequent ſales and purchaſes, and 
a larger conſumption of commodities and fruits : 
and what is a natural conſequence, a better culti- 
vation and produce from our lands, and an im- 
provement in all mechanic arts. To all which 
ought to be added, as a ſure and ſettled principle, 
that though the treaſury ſhould not be fo viſibly 


augmented, and go hand in hand with the wealth 


of the ſubjects, it would not be poflible, under the 
obligation, and tender regard we have for the king, 
to leave him poor, while we ourſelves are rich. 
Moreover, let us always recollect, when we think 
of this eſſential point, of re-eſtabliſhing, and en- 
larging our manufactories, that we ought not to be 
diſcouraged by the language of certain low-ſpirited 
perſons, that believe there is not a ſufficient num- 
ber of people in Spain to execute this grand project; 
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for it ſhall be demonſtrated, that by means of 
thoſe that now are here, and ſuch as commerce 
will always bring along with it, there will be a 
ſufficient number for this and other proviſions for 
the relief of this kingdom. 


CHAP. XL 


No foundation for the notion of thoſe, who contend, 
that there is not at this time a ſufficient number of 
inhabitants in Spain to furniſh hands for the looms, 
that were formerly employed. 


OME perſons believe and declare, that as 

Spain 1s leſs populous than it was formerly, 
the inhabitants are too few to furniſh the vaſt num- 
ber of working hands, that were formerly in the 
cities and towns concerned in the weaving trade. 
To this may be anſwered; if we will take but a 
fingle ſtep, which is very proper, and ſhall be ex- 
plained more at large elſewhere, for collecting 
together the poor, the lazy and the vagabonds, 
that now live upon the fragments and charity of 
convents, or by rapine, and are fo far from being 
of ſervice to the public, that they become the 
heavy load upon it, which the laws of the king- 
dom complain of; and alſo employ orphans, &c. 
that muſt otherwiſe periſh for want, the number 
will be in a great meaſure provided. Then as ſoon 
as trade begins to flouriſh, and people are ſure of 
employment, there will come in to us large and 
conſtant ſupplies of catholicks from abroad, and 
who are allo {ſkilful in theſe fabricks; and their 
marrying and ſettling in Spain with their families, 


is a ſure and ſafe way to increaſe the inhabitants 


conſiderably. Not that we need to wait for this 
- D 4 laſt 
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laſt and flower refuge, in reſpect to manufactories; 
for the very progreſs of our fabricks and commerce 
1; what moſt contributes to it, and beſt inſures an 
iicreaſe of people and wealth. That this is the 


molt cffectual, and as it were, the only way to 


ſuccced, Holland in general, and the city of Am- 
ſterdam in particular, affords a ſolid proof. This 
city, which in the year 1600 was inconſiderable 
both in point of numbers, and wealth, is now one 
of the richeſt and moſt populous in Europe; or 
more properly, it exceeds all trading cities in num- 
ber of people, and grandeur of buildings; in mo- 
ney, credit and merchandiſe, and may be called 
the general magazine of the world. For though 
Paris or London may vie with, or go beyond it, 
this 1s owing to the refidence of a court, which 
contributes to their opulence, and number of in- 
habitants. _ : 1 
The ſpeedy and vaſt increaſe Amſterdam alone 
obtained by cheriſhing and encouraging her ma- 
nufactures, trade and navigation, even without 
being ſupplied by her own territory with fruits 
and commodities for perhaps a fifth part of the in- 
nabitants; ſo very barren, and ſmall is the diſtrict 
ſhe poticites beyond the walls. It is alio very re- 
markable, that all the 17 provinces of the Low 
Countries, which carry on ſuch an extenſive com- 


merce all over the world, are reckoned to contain 


but 3 millions of ſouls, as Lewis Guicciardini 
aſſures us, in his deſcription of Belgia, dedicated to 


Philip II. in the year 1556. And though this 


number amounts not to a third part of the people 


of Spain, including Portugal, they have ſufficient 
hands, both for their many and rich manufactures 


of ilk, cloth, tapiſtry, linen, &c. for agriculture, 


Was 
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war, and the navigating of thouſands of ſhips large 
and ſmall, which they employ in naval armaments, 

and a commerce with all the 4 quarters of the world, 
more eſpecially in the 3 provinces of Holland, 
Zealand and Flanders. Some perſons will be apt 
to reply, that the 7 provinces of Holland, part of 
the 17 abovementioned, have been better peopled 
ſince that time. This is true, but then it is to be 


conſidered, that the increaſe alone proceeded from 


the improvement of their trade and navigation. 
And in reſpect to Spain, I apprehend, that in the 
general complaint of a ſcarcity and want of people, 
all the provinces are not meant ; for it is notorious 
that Catalonia, Navarra, Cantabris. Aſturia, Ga- 
licia, and the mountains of Burgos, are very popu- 
lous, and molt of the inhabitants induſtrious; and 
I look upon Eſtremadura, and the kingdoms 2 
devil, Cordova, Jaen, and Valencia to be 

well peopled. It is certain, that Italy, 2 
rich and powerful, has much fewer inhabitants 
than Spain, and yet furniſhes vaſt numbers of 
workmen for the many rich manufactories at Tu- 
rin, Milan, Genoa, Lucca, Florence, Venice, Na- 
ples, Meſſina, Palermo, and other cities, without 


I wanting people to cultivate their lands, and exer- 


ciſe the other neceſſary occupations. 

The people of England, Scotland and Ireland 
fall very ſhort of Spain in numbers; for authors of 
the belt reputation ſcarce make the inhabitants of 
the three kingdoms to be 5 millions *: and yet 
they find no want of people for the culture of lands, 
to man their vaſt fleets, and navigate a prodigious 
number of merchant ſhips, that traverſe the 
quarters of the world; for their Eaſtand Weſt India 
This calculation is certainly too low. 

colonies, 
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colonies, and their numerous and prime manufac- 
tures, which enrich both the nation, and their 
ſovereign: why are we then to believe, there is a 
want of numbers in Spain for theſe and other mat- 
ters of importance ? 

To ſtrengthen the compariſon and enforce my 
argument, let it be conſidered, that the whole diſ- 
trict of Genoa has not half ſo many inhabitants 
as the kingdom of Galicia ; and yet, there are ſu- 
pernumerary people for the many prime fabricks 
of filk, paper, &c. that flouriſh there, with which 
they ſupply themſelves, and other countries. For 
it is reckoned, that by the ſale of paper alone, 
with which they almoſt entirely ſupply Spain and 
the Indies, they draw out from us above half a 
million of dollars yearly. Nor are they at a loſs 
for mariners in their extenſive and profitable na- 
vigation; or to ſend abroad, in the great numbers 
we meet with in Spain, France, Germany, and 
ſeveral other parts of Europe. This people, the 
Engliſh, Dutch, and others that might be pro- 
duced, afford a convincing proof, that to eſtabliſh 
manufactures, or to encourage navigation and com- 
merce in any country, 1s ſowing the ſeeds that 
will certainly produce an increaſe of people, riches 
and ſtrength to a ſtate, as alſo eaſe and happineſs 
to the people. In ſhort, if there be no want of 
hands in Spain for the moſt rigorous employments, 
in particular to ſupply the numerous body of ſhep- 
| herds we have, and ſtand in need of, whoſe oc- 
cupation is the moſt laborious and ſevere that can 
be imagined, expoſed as they are to the rigours 
of heat, cold and wet, ill fed and worſe cloathed, 
having the deſert for a lodging, rocks for a pillow, 
and brutes for their companions, ever baniſhed 

from 
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from all the conveniences of life; why is it to be 
imagined, (ſo long as there are ſuch perſons) we 
ſhall ever fail of hands for manufactures, which are 
wrought in the ſhade, and without exceſs of fa- 
tigue, which deprive us not of human ſociety, and 
purchaſe wholeſome diet, decent cloaths, a con- 
venient lodging, and a comfortable bed? As 
then we have a large body of ſhepherds, to take 
care of our numerous flocks, we mult conclude, 
that if many profitable branches in the weaving 
trade were ſet on foot, and encouraged by an abate- 
ment of ſome duties, and better management of 
others, there will be plenty of weavers, and other 
workmen; and as theſe would earn ſufficient 


wages, they would not only be ſaved from periſhing 


through want, but enabled to marry, raiſe fami- 


lies, bring up their children, and teach them in- 
> duſtry; which are the principal means to render 
a a nation populous and rich. 


I paſs by other well known and very painful 


2 occupations, for which there are alſo ſufficient 
hands; and ſhall only take notice, that there is 
not even a want of Buenas Voyas, or perſons that 
hire themſelves to row and ſerve on board the 
> gallies, with equal fatigue and inconvenience as 
the very priſoners condemned to do it. 

Io ſhew what vaſt numbers are employed in that 
painful occupation of tending the flocks, I ſhall ob- 
ſerve, that in a manuſcript paper, communicated 
to me ſome years ago by a miniſter of rank, un- 
= derſtanding and credit, ſetting forth the various 
= motives that oblige us to take care of their preſer- 
vation and increaſe, it is faid, that the flocks which 
every winter paſs by Eſtremadura only from the 
mountains, are found to be 4 millions; that 


about 
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about a hundred perſons are employed to take 
care of 20000, a few more or leſs, as the paſ- 
tures lie together, or at a diſtance, which makes 
the number of ſhepherds to be 20000 ; and as 
we are aſſured by ſome authors, that the flocks, 
which ſtay behind and go not to Eſtremadura, are 
ſtill more; the number of ſhepherds emp! o- 
ed in the care of both will then exceed 40000. 
But ſuch as are converſant with theſe parts aſſure 


us, that at this time the flocks are conſiderably aug- þ * 


mented, by the benefit of the peace, and the late 
favourable ſeaſons, which contribute to preſerve 
and increaſe their number. This is alſo confirm- 
ed by the high price of herbage in Eſtremadura. 
Should any perſon imagine, that the above 
number of 40000 ſouls, which upon a moderate 
calculation are thought to be employed in tending 
the flocks, is raiſed too high, he will be able — 
make up any defect he can ſuppoſe, by adding the 
numbers employed about the Pq: of cattle, mares 
and mules, &c. and whoſe office upon the moun- 
tains and in the paſtures is alſo very laborious. For 
my own part I think that all theſe together will ex- 
ceed the ſum of 50000 ſouls. 


CHAP. XII. 


pt ANNE 
* 


The depypuation and poverty of ſome provinces of 2 


Spain nat owing to the diſcovery and poſſeſſion of 
the Indies, but to cther cauſes mentioned. 


\ N this occaſion I have thought proper to 
ſhew, that poor and depopulate as fome 
provinces of Spain are found to be, the thing is 


not owing ſo much to thoſe that have gone over 


to the Indies, as to other cauſes, Cantabria, Na- 


varra, 
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varra, Aſturia, the mountains of Burgos, and Ga- 
licia, are the provinces from whence moſt Spa- 
niards paſs to thoſe parts; it is alſo well known, 
that from Galicia there went away more ſoldiers 
in the levies and recruits for Flanders, than from 
any other kingdom, and yet theſe provinces con- 
tinue to be the beſt peopled in Spain. What certain- 
ly contributes much to it is, that theſe adventurers 
to India, bv means of the riches they ſend or bring 
home, enable many of their male and female re- 
lations to change their condition, that otherwiſe 
might not have married for want of a portion in 
money, or an eſtate which they uſually purchaſe 
for them with this view; and by their ſupplies 
give them alſo an opportunity to cultivate their 

lands, that lay neglected for want of money to bear 

the expence, as I have obſerved it myſelf in ſome 

arts. 

"2 K It is alſo to be remarked, that as the very per- 
2 ſons that paſſed over to the Indies, were for the 
moſt part younger children, or deſtitute of fortune, 
and a decent livelihood, and incapable of main- 
taining a family, they might perhaps have never 
married in theſe kingdoms, had they ſtayed 
at home, and if they had married, both them- 
ſelves, their wives and children were in danger of 
periſhing for want; ſo that they would leave be- 
hind them little or no poſterity. Hence it ſeems, 
that without any loſs to Spain, from a want of 
their iſſue (for ſtaying here they would have had 
none) theſe have raiſed up families in the Indies, 
planting and' eſtabliſhing there the catholic faith, 
Spaniſh blood, and loyalty ; while at the ſame 
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All theſe things prove, methinks, that their going 


over to America has not reduced, but rather 
augmented the number of people in Spain ; and 
experience alſo confirms it: for thofe provinces 
moſt abound with inhabitants, whence the great- 
eſt number of Spaniards have gone abroad. How- 


ever, it is not amiſs to lay ſome reſtraint upon this 
humour, and not permit ſuch a vaſt number of | 


adventurers tothe Indies; ſome of which are called 
Polizones, other Llovidos. The former, becaufe 
they embark with leave; the latter, from their 
going by ſtealth, till they have loſt ſight of the 


port, they failed from, and in the Indies the ge- 


nerality of them come to nothing. 
From the provinces of Toledo, la Mancha, 
Guadalaxara, Cuenca, Sorta, Segovia, Valladolid 
and Salamanca, and others of Caſtile, few go to 
the Indies, and yet theſe are the leaſt populous 
parts of Spain. So that we mult look out for ſome 
other cauſe, and I diſcover none but the poverty 
that proceeds from the ruin of trade, and the ma- 


nufactures, that were beſt and moſt numerous in 


theſe provinces, and thoſe of Andaluſia, than any 


other of the crown of Caſtile. For notwithſtanding 
the number of people was reduced, the heavy taxes 


ſtill continued, not without extorſion and abuſe 


in the collecting; and from all theſe things ſeems 
to have enſued the deſtruction of ſome, and the 


extreme poverty of others, which alſo prevents a 


kingdom from being populous. For it is a mat- 


ter of fact, and very natural for extreme wretch- 
edneſs to diſpirit, and take away all diſpoſition to 


a married ſtate; and many, that do marry, and 
have families, cannot bring up their children; fo 
that it is no ſmall number that periſh, eſpecially 


in their infancy. For what nouriſhment can the 
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breaſt of a mother provide, or adminiſter to child- 
ren while ſhe herſelf feeds only on bread and water, 


lives in and ſtruggles with conſtant fatigue and 


melancholy ? And of thoſe that eſcape in this ten- 
der age, as it is long before they are able to main- 
tain themſelves by their own labour, number- 


leſs alſo periſh in the mean time for want of 


ſuſtenance. Others even afterwards at mature age, 
haſten their death by an exceſs of fatigue, and a 
want of the ordinary recruits of life, being reduc- 


ed to feed on bread and water, deſtitute of a bed, 
and the neceſſary ſhelter from the inclemency of 


weather, as well as the remedies and other reliefs 


indiſpenſible in the time of ſickneſs. Since then 
ſo many natural cauſes preſent themſelves to ac- 
count for our diſtreſſes, and the depopulation of 


ſeveral provinces in particular, it would be idle 
to ſeek for others. | 120 

Since then the diſtreſs of the common people 
is ſo great and notorious, and a reduction of their 
numbers a natural conſequence of it, who will de- 
ny that a decreaſe of the royal revenues muſt en- 
ſue? It is well known, that theſe proceed from, 
and . principally depend upon the duties, that are 
charged upon proviſions and other commodities 


expended. If therefore by ſuch a depopulation, 


the number of conſumers, who are to pay the du- 


ties, be reduced, the royal revenue mult yield leſs; 
and if many from their poverty be obliged to live 
upon bread and water, go barefoot, and almoſt 
naked, without eating fleſh, wine, oyl, or any of 
the proviſions on which the principal taxes are 
laid, or wearing any but commodities of the low- 
eſt value, which they alſo eke out with patches, 


till they ſcarce cover their nakedneſs ; and ſeldom 
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are able to purchaſe others, upon which the Al- 
cavala and other duties are raiſed ; unavoidable 
and great muſt needs be the decreaſe that will 
enſue from hence to the royal revenue, and even 
that of cities, to the eſtates, farms, and incomes 
of private perſons, this great ruin ſpreading itſelf 
every way, not letting even the dues of the cler- 
gy and charity itſelf eſcape. - But on the other 
hand, were the common people in eaſy circum- 


ſtances, a hundred crowns, for inſtance, in poſ- 


ſeſſion of a labonrer, or one that lives upon his 
work, will paſs, and circulate through ſo many 
hands, by a repeated purchaſe of proviſions and 
commodities, as to yield in the courſe of an 
year 60 or 70 crowns to the king's revenue, and 
city impoſts. For ſeldom will they paſs from one 
hand to another without contributing 6, 7, or 8 
per cent. either to the Millones or Alcavalas. 
And as it is natural for this 100 crowns'to produce 
10 or 12 different purchaſes in the cornpaſs of a 
year, the preſumption of its raiſing almoſt an 
equal ſum in the duties is not without foundation; 
an advantage that cannot be hoped for, unleſs there 
remain to the labourer, or mechanic, after he has 
paid the charges of his work, a conſtant gain for the 
maintenance and cloathing of himſelf and _ 
In ſuch proportion we are to look- upon this 
vantage diffuſed and multiplied to every town and 
province, where by trade and eaſy taxes they ſhall 
obtain the relief they ſtand in need of, and alſo 
money for traffic, which after many circulations 


uſually rol's back to the firſt hand, to be laid out 


apain, with a continual change of TOs; and a 


ſucceſſion of commerce. 
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Another argument, that the poverty and depo- 


pulation of Spain is not owing to the diſcovery, 


or poſſeſſion of the Indies, as ſome believe, is, 
that France, England and Holland have ſeveral 


provinces and colonies in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, 
particularly the Hollanders in the Eaſt, who in 
that long and painful navigation employ above 1 50 
ſhips from 3o to 60 guns, manned with 25000 


failors, comprehending officers, ſoldiers and ma- 


riners, befides 12900 regular troops of their own 
nation, to gariſon the forts. To theſe may be add- 
ed, numbers that are employed in agencies and 
other trading commiſſions, and who inhabit the 
ſettlements 1n various ports and provinces, which 
they rule over. And yet, without reducing their 
numbers in Europe, they not only poſſeſs their 
own Indies, but ours too; inſomuch that they are 
very powerful and rich in money, commodities, 
fortreſſes, palaces, gardens, jewels and rich fur- 


© niture, and all ſorts of fruits. From theſe conſi- 
derations it is inferred, that the Indies are not the 
thing that enervates and diſpeoples Spain, but the 
2 commodities by which foreigners have drained us | 
of money, and deſtroyed our manufactories, at the 
ſame time that our heavy taxes continue. So that 
ue have reaſon to conclude, that whenever the fa- 
bricks are revived and augmented, and our taxes 
leſs heavy, by being ſhared amongſt a greater num- 
ber of contributors, the wealth and ſtrength of the 
monarchy will be recovered. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Other folitical and chriſtian motives, that leads us 


to conſult the eaſe, increaſe and preſervation of | 


the common people, 


T Otwithftanding every thing advanced in 

the foregoing chapter dictates to us how 
active we ought to be in our endeavours to 
eaſe the common people, both in point of trade 
and taxes, and how much this contributes to the 
ſervice of the king, and the glory of the mo- 
narchy, it is a point of ſo great importance, that it 
compels me to explain and enforce it ſtill more 
with the reaſoning of a French writer; and I ſhall 
give his own words, in a literal verſion, both to 
avoid the imputation of aſſuming the merit of his 
wiſe counſels, as to-ſtamp a higher authority upon 
what he advances. 

| Monſieur Vauban, engineer general, and mar- 
ſhal of France, not leſs famous for his fkill in war 
than his zeal in the ſervice of his maſter Lewis 
XIV. and the general intereft of his kingdoms, 
after having viſited in the courſe of 40 years every 
part of them, and looked into the very conſtitu- 
tion of the common people, and more eſpecially 
confidered their numbers, manufactures, com- 
merce, &c. wrote a treatiſe under the title of Le 
dixme Royal, in which he has equally ſhewn his 
great abilities, and zeal for the public welfare. For 
throughout the whole treatiſe he has ſcarce a page, 
maxim, or propoſition, that tends not to the eaſe, 
preſervation and improvement of his country, al- 
ways regarding the ſervice and greateſt glory of 
his ſovereign, inſeparable from the general in- 
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tend upon and feed the flocks. 
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tereſt of his ſubjects. With this view he is very 
particular in ſetting forth what care ought to be 
« taken to preſerve and augment their numbers, 


without ever conſenting to have the common 
people lighted or oppreſſed, ſince it is their la- 
bour, commerce and tribute that enriches a kin 

and his kingdom. It is theſe, fays he, that ſup- 
ply him with ſoldiers and failors for his arma- 
ments by fea or land, and moſt part of his of- 
ficers ; that exerciſe all mechanic arts and crafts, 


carry on the trade and manufactures of the 


kingdom; execute all the painful offices of la- 
bourers, vintagers and huſbandmen; and that 
In ſhort, it is 
the common people that perform all the works 
and labours, great and ſmall, both in town and 
country. Therefore, ſays this great man, it is 


our duty to be always vigilant in ſupporting and 


eaſing them by all practicable means; adding, 
that when the people are not oppreſſed, they 
will be encouraged to marry, be better fed and 
cloathed, their children will be ſtronger, and 
better educated, and they will take more care 
of their buſineſs. Laſtly, they will labour with 
more vigour and inclination, when they find 
the main part of their profit to center in them- 
ſelves. And it is certain, the grandeur of a 
prince is in proportion to the number of his ſub- 
jects; upon theſe depend his patrimony, felici- 
ty, riches, ſtrength, fortune, and dignity in the 
world. Hence a ſubject can never contribute 
more to the ſervice and glory of his ſovereign, 
than by often ſetting before his eyes this funda- 
mental maxim of government. For fince all 
his felicity depends upon it, he cannot em- 
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, ſaid the prince, Alonſo the wiſe, A tate ought Þ 
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« ploy too much care for the preſervation and 
« increaſe of this claſs of people, which is of ſo 
great importance to him.” 

Thus the great author concludes, and paſſes on 
to other points directed to the fame end. And 
leſt it be ſuſpected, that his great love to his king 
and country had hurried him on with indiſcreet 
zeal, while he lays ſo great ſtreſs upon aſſiſting 
and preſerving the common people, and draws the 
important conſequences that reſult from the max- 
im, I have thought proper, on this account, and 
for a better confirmation of it, to collect a few, 
out of the many reflections upon this ſubjecd, 
which our celebrated countryman Don Diego de 
Saavadra has diſperſed throughout his political and 
chriſtian eſſays; who ſays, eſſay 66. © The ſtrength 
of kingdoms depends upon the number of ſub- 


« jects. He that poſſeſſes moſt, is the greateſt $ 


e prince, not he that has the largeſt extent of do- 
« minions ; for this neither attacks nor defend, 
but by means of the inhabitants, who are its 


* greateſt ſecurity. The Emperor Adrian faid, Þ 


— 
* 


He would rather ſee the empire full of people than Þ- 


<* riches. And with good reaſon ; for riches with- 


cout people invite war, and cannot protect them- Þ 
© ſelves. But he. that has a great many ſubjects, Þ 


e poſſeſſes great ſtrength and riches. In the mul. 
* titude of people (as the Holy ' Spirit ® ſaid) 1 


le king's bonour, but in the want of people i 


« the deſtrucſion of the prince. On the ſame ſubjet Þ 


« to cenſiſt of good ſort of people, natives rather 
«« than foreigners, if one can have them, and f 


% gentlemen, and farmers and mechanicks. BecavitÞ 


* Prov. xiv. 28. 
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eee ſuch as have been educated in different cuſtoms 


« and religions, are rather domeſtic enemies, 
« than neighbours. Strangers introduce their 


« yices and corrupt notions, and eaſily enter into 


« plots againſt the natives +. This inconvenience 
« js not very conſiderable, when peaſants are 
« only introduced for the cultivation of lands, or 
« mechanicks, but rather a conveniency. Selim 
« emperor of the Turks ſent from Cairo to Con- 
« ſtantinople a great number of mechanicks. The 


« Polanders, when they elected Henry duke of 


Anjou for their king, made it a condition, that 
« he ſhould bring with him families of artificers. 
When Nebuchadnezzar deſtroyed Jeruſalem, he 


t carried away captive a thouſand mechanicks . 


counſeller of princes has the following clauſes. 
The ſhepherds, whoſe duty and care reſem- 
4 bles that of “ princes, reaps the benefit of the 
„ milk and wool of his flock ; but in ſo conſide- 
| . rate a manner, that he neither drains the blood, 
'| * nor ſhears fo cloſe to the ſkin, as not to leave a 
l | © ſufficient covering to protect againſt heat and 
9 „ cold. So oughta prince, ſaid the king Alonſo, 
„f take more care of the property of the publick 
e than his own, becauſe their ſubſtance and riches 
* are, as it were, his own. The huſbandman 
does not cut down the tree, though he may 
want wood for his family-uſe, but lops off the 


cc 
cc 
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cc 


a ſtate, that they may ſprout forth again, that 
when it is cloathed afreth it may yield him 

T Quare qui inquilinos, et advenas ante hac in civitatem recepe- 

runt, hi magna ex parte ſeditionibus jactati ſunt. Ant, Iib. 5. Pol, c. 3. 
＋ 2 Kings xxiv. 16. 

Jerem. XXili, 1. 


cc 


E 3 the 


In eſſay 67. Prune, but not cut down, this great 


branches, and not all; he rather leaves it in ſuch - 
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the ſame advantage next year : a confideration 
that has no influence upon the farmer ; for as 
he has no regard for the inheritance, he thinks 
only of making the molt of it, during the con- 


tinuance of his leaſe, though he leave it in ruins 


to its lord +, who ſhould be attentive to the 
preſervation of his kingdom, as a ſafe depoſit of 
his treaſure, of which he may avail himſelf in 
time of neceſſity. For as king Alonſo ſaid in 
his laws, taking Ariſtotle for his guide, in an 
inſtruction to Alexander the great: The great- 
eſt treaſure a king poſſeſſes, and what he laſt 
parts with, is the people, when they are well 
taken care of. And this 1s agreeable to what 
the emperor Juſtinian ſaid, That the kingdom and 
treaſury of an emperor, or king, is then rich, and 
abounding, when his ſubjects are wealthy, and 
their lands fruitful. 


« 'Taxes are not to be laid upon the neceſlaries 


of life, but on things that ſerve for luxury, cu- 
rioſity, ornament and pomp. So that, when- 
ever excels is chaſtiſed, the greateſt burden falls 
upon the rich and powerful, while labourers and 
mechanicks, which are a branch of the com- 
monwealth it is moſt our intereſt to ſupport, 
are relieved and made eaſy. It is in fome mea- 
ſure a reformation to render luxuries expentive. 
The greateſt evil in taxes and royal revenues 
proceeds from the receivers and collectors ; for 
oftentimes they lay heavier burdens than the 


revenue itſelf. Nor do ſubjects bear any thing 


with ſo much relucance as the oppreſſion of 
officers in collecting the taxes.” 


T Aliter utimur propriis, aliter commodatis, Quintil, de orat. 


Theſe 
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Theſe are the principal clauſes that relate to 
the ſubject of this chapter, to be found in this 


great politician. 


"OH & Þ- XIV. 
Reflections upon the introduction of foreign catholicks 
into Spain ; the occupations and ends for which 


one may Wiſh for, and even encourage their ſettle- 
ment in theſe kingdoms. 


IN the foregoing chapter having ſhewn the im- 
| portance it is to preſerve and augment the num- 
ber of our common people, it will be no ſurpriſe 
I ſhould in this mention one of the principal means 
to attain this great purpoſe. 

Some ancient and modern authors obſerve, that 


all the gains of foreigners depend not upon the ſale 


of merchandiſe, becauſe many of them become 
contractors for the revenue, and men of buſineſs 


that raiſe fortunes independent of buying and ſell- 
ing; and that there are alſo thouſands exerciſing 


other occupations in theſe kingdoms ; and there- 


fore they believe ſuch an eſtabliſhment detrimer- 


tal to the kingdom. To this may be given an ea'y 
anſwer, that in farming the revenues, and the 
principal contracts for ſtores, there are now very 


few foreigners concerned. For the Spaniards have 


lately opened their eyes, and ſo much turned their 


thoughts this way, that they perfectly underſtai d 


all ſuch tranſactions, and are no ways inferior o 
thoſe nations that were more dextrous in it, and we 
no longer want the aſſiſtance of foreigners in this 
reſpect. There are indeed foreigners that deal 
much in bills of exchange, but as moſt of them 
ipend both their capital and profits in the king- 
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dom, I conſider them as native Spaniards; for the 
generality are ſettled here with their children, and 
ſome with grand- children. 

As to the many foreigners that find employ- 
ment in Spain, and exerciſe mechanick arts and 
trades, one may ſay, that their gains, which prin- 
cipally ariſe from day-labour, are very moderate, 
and that they want almoſt their whole income for Z 
a tolerable maintenance for their families, as moſt | 
of them are married; and I alſo know many that 
ſupport themſelves. barely and with difficulty. 80 
that all, or the greateſt part of what they earn, may 
be ſaid to continue in Spain; and if ſome make re- 
mittances to their relations, they muſt be incon- 9 
ſiderable, and to be ſlighted in compariſon oſ the 
great advantages ariſing from their living and em- 
ployment in Spain. For they are a means to re- 
duce the importation of foreign merchandiſe, the 
whole amount of which gocs uſually out of the 
kingdom. I confeſs both on this account and to 
gain time to people Spain, I ſhould think it adviſe- 
able to purſue the ſcheme laid down with fo much 
prudence in the above eſſays 66 and 67. and in- 
troduce into theſe kingdoms for eigners bred up in 
mecha anic arts and trades, were it practicable, 
even to the number of 200000 catholicks, exclu- 
five of thoſe that are already ſettled here, and 
which amount to ſome thouſands. This I re- 
commend in ſpite of the oppoſition of certain au- 
thors, leſs enlightened than Saavedra, that have 
alſo treated upon this ſubject, but in my opinion 

with more zeal than underſtanding. They arc 
apprehenſive the purity of the faith will be in dan- 
ger from ſuch a ſettlement, and that their children 
will imitate their fathers ; and are willing to infer, 
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that theſe muſt be void of regard for their native 
country, nor afford us the affection and reli- 
ance of native and loyal ſubjects. But this thought 
appears to be without foundation ; for we find as 
good catholicks in foreign countries as in Spain, 
and ſuch as are no ways inferior in good man- 
ners. 

This is confirmed by many that are already 
ſettled in this kingdom, and lead regular lives in 
their families, carefully diſcharging their own bu- 
ſineſs, and conſtantly aſſiſting at divine worſhip 
with piety and devotion; and what is more, we do 
not find them giving much trouble to the miniſ- 
ters of the inquiſition, whoſe vigilance equally ex- 


tends to foreigners and natives. Since then religi- 


on, which is the main thing, and alſo good man- 


ners, are ſecure, there is not, in my apprehenſion, 


the leaſt danger in other reſpects, I mean of their 
falling in with the humour of their parents, eſpe- 
cially in favour of the country in which their an- 
ceſtors were born. For it has been an obſervation 
made for many years paſt, that the generality of 
the Spaniſh children born or educated in Flanders 
or Italy, had always, and continue even to this day 
to have more regard for thoſe countries than for 


Spain, and rather imitate the genius and cuſtoms 


of thoſe nations than our own, notwithſtanding it 
gives offence to their fathers. I know children in 
this city born of parents that were both foreign- 
ers, and educated under their eye, that are in their 
heart and manners more Spaniards than foreigners, 
I may add in language, for they chuſe rather to 
ſpeak the dialect of this kingdom, and are averſe 
to their father's, though they hear nothing elſe at 
home but his native language. This does not ſur- 
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priſe me, when I confider what effect the place of 
our birth uſually has, the great influence of the 
firſt acquaintance and ſociety we contract in the 
world, either with the miſtreſs of the family, men 
or maid ſervants, or boys of the ſame age in ſchools, 

at play, and upon other occaſions. This influence 
is {lll greater, upon thoſe born of Spaniſh mo- 
thers, whom foreigners generally marry ; and it 
is my opinion theſe facts, and what is alſo ob- 
ſerved in the Indies, have greater weight than the 
theory of thoſe, who with tedious argument 


and ſpeculation, oppoſe all attempts to people Spain 
by an introduction of foreigners. Their oppoſi- 


tion ſhould not, I think, take place in regard to 
thoſe that come to es mechanic arts and 


trades, eſpecially as we may confider their chil- 


dren as native Spaniards, and therefore ſafe and 
loyal ſubjects to his majeſty. Hence a fettlement 
of foreigners can only be inconvenient, or prudent- 
ly reſiſted, in the caſe of public contracts and 
farming of the revenues, a thing prohibited by 
the laws of the kingdom ; and the reaſon is, that 
in ſuch employments they may gain ſuch conſide- 


rable ſums, that after a decent maintenance in 


Spain they may ſend or carry away large ſums to 
their own country. It is my opinion too, that 
notwithſtanding perſons that come over and ſettle 
Here as merchants, may gain great fortunes, and 


even remit money to their own country, we can- 


not prevent their coming over, or traffick in Spain, 
without violating treaties of peace : and the only 


natural and gentle way to prevent its being done ſo 
much, would be an order, for the ſame artificers 


and workmen that in foreign countries manufac- 
ture the goods their merchants import and vend 


here, 


1 85 
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here, to come over, and for the future make them 
in Spain ; in particular, all woven commodities, 
ſmall wares and toys. Thus the gains of ſuch ar- 
tificers being ſmall in reſpect to each individual (as 
they are only the wages of day-labour, and uſu- 
ally not a recompenſe for the ſweat of their brows) 
would remain in this kingdom, as they muit be 
expended to maintain themſelves with any decency 
or convenience. So that this reaſon invites us ſtill 
more to deſire, and promote with zeal and kind 
treatment the introduction I propoſed of even 
200000 foreign catholicks, for the exerciſe of me- 
chanic arts and trades. For though ſome of them, 
as merchants, might make large gains, the diſ- 
advantage would be abundantly repaired and made 
amends for, by its contributing towards that impor- 
tant affair I have recommended, of ſelling to other 
nations more than we buy of them. 


CHAP. XV. 


To keep our treaſures at home is not only practicable, 
and much favoured by the conſtitution of Spain, 
but we may alſo draw money from other kingdoms, 
and detain it by the meaſures that ſhall be pointed 
out in this, and more at large explained in other 
chapters, 


] HE preſumption, that by the help of many 
good manutactories in Spain, and working 

up our own plenty of valuable materials, we may 
detain not only our own money at home, but draw 
over a great deal from abroad, and keep it, ought 
not to appear ſtrange ; ſince it is done by every mo- 
narchy, republic or ſtate, though not ſo happily 
prepared for it as we are, which has given ſuffi- 
cient 
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cient encouragement and ſupport to commerce, in 
order to have the balance of trade in their own fa- 
vour : and without it the moſt refined ceconomy 
and vigilance cannot prevent the extraction of ſo 
much money as is neceſſary to make up the defici- 
ence there muſt be in the barter of commodities, 
In proof of this I ſhall produce ſome examples. 

Between Sicily and Genoa there is a frequent 
and mutual traffick. Sicily abounds in filk and 
grain; of both there is great ſcarcity at Ge- 
noa, and to ſupply themſelves they fetch every 
year large quantities of filk, as well as grain, from 
Sicily; whenever its uſual plenty gives leave. As 
Sicily does not want merchandiſe of the Genoeſe 
to balance what they ſell to Genoa, we find the 
Genoele traders obliged to make up the difference 
in money, and (not without great reluctance) to 
part with what they eagerly ſeek after, and labour 
to preſerve. It is well known, that whenever 
they ſend to Sicily for filk and grain, theyu ſu- 
ally carry in their ſhips, as part of the ballaſt, 
cheſts full of ginovines, a ſilver coin, of ſtandard 
and diftinguithed value all over Italy. 

Since then it is found by experience, that the 
ſecret power of commerce is ſo great, and its 
natural circulation and motions ſo active and irre- 
ſiſtable, as to force and tear away large quantities 
of their pureſt coin from a nation ſo frugal and 
ſagacious as the Genoele, this inſtance is alone 
ſufficient to lay a ſolid foundation for the maxim 
propoſed, eſpecially as we poſſeſs abundance of 
ilk, wool and other materials, in great perfection, 
and may work them up; as alſo plenty of fruits, 
and our people are alſo naturally induſtrious, and 
qualified for ſuch employments, as the 1 o 

whole 
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whole ages teſtifies. All theſe things are more 
than neceſſary to enable us to ſell foreigners more 
than we buy of them, and oblige them to make up 
the balance of trade, that will then be in our fa- 
your, in ready money, or at leaſt to leave off pur- 
chafing their goods, though they may have them 
to diſpoſe of, becauſe we no longer want them. 
The Hollanders carry on an extenſive commerce 
with Muſcovy, Norway, and certain ports of the 
Baltic, butas the commodities they tetch from thoſe 
parts are of higher value than what they tranſport 
thither, they ſhip large quantities of gold and filver 
coin of pure alloy, to make up the difference. 
The Engliſh, Dutch, &c. for the ſame reaſon, 
export alſo large ſums of money to the ports of 
Natolia, Paleſtine, Egypt and other dominions of 
the Turks; but generally manage thus, to order 
their ſhips bound to the Levant to touch at the 
portsof Leghorn, Marſeilles or Genoa, where they 
are to traffic and collect Spaniſh dollars, or pieces 
of eight, that paſs directly thither from Cadiz; 
beſides what they themſelves have brought directly 
from our Indies to their reſpective countries, and 
in part ſhip for theſe and other ports of the Levant, 
where the Dutch, Engliſh, &c. buy more than 
they ſell. 5 
The Oſtend company, for their trade in Eaſt- 
India, and particularly China and Bengal, have, 
and ſtill export our Mexican and Peruvian dollars, 
and alſo gold of good alloy and weight, which they 
buy up in Holland (where they alſo procure dol- 
lars ſtampt with 3 crowns, &c. ) in ſufficient quan- 
tities for the payment of the commodities pur- 
chaſed in thoſe parts, well knowing, that the 
Chineſe are very fond of ſilver, and do not ſet an 
| equal 
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equal value upon gold. In this ſpecie the Engliſh 
carry on a large commerce, by exporting and giv- 
ing ſilver in exchange for it, with a profit of 40 per 
cent. So that by ſuch a traffick, after deducting 
expences and inſurance, there remains to the 
Engliſh a neat profit of 30 per cent. 

The Follanders, ſpeaking of their commerce 
with Spain, in a book intitled, The trade and com- 
merce of Amſterdam, written by N. de VEſpine, 
and printed there in the year 1710, give a full ac- 
count of the commodities they import into this 
kingdom, without mentioning coin, either filver 
or gold ; but in the liſt of what they export from 
Spain, amongſt other valuable commodities, they 
enumerate pearls, gold-duſt, bars of filver and 
gold, and dollars or pieces of eight; which is a 
farther proof, that by managing ſo as to fell more 
than one buys, money will be extracted from all 
parts. This we have ſufficiently experienced to 
our coſt, other nations having found means to 
drain this kingdom of thouſands of millions of dol- 
lars, that have been brought into Spain fince the 
firſt diſcovery of the Indies, and to leave us fo deſ- 
titute of ſubſtance as we find ourſelves, and I 
have already ſhewn to be our caſe. 

There will be no want of perſons to object, and 
ſay, that as we cannot ſupply the demands of the 
Indies with our own commodities, it 1s neceſſary 
that foreigners make up the deficience ; a natural 
_ conſequence of which is, that as money is always 
ſeeking after the proprietors of the merchandiſe, 
ſo much as is equivalent to the value of it, muſt 
needs paſs into their hands. 

I am willing to ſuppoſe it a fact, and that a re- 
medy cannot be provided ; yet even in theſe cir- 

765 6 cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, one might think of a way to come in 
perhaps for a ſhare of the profits of the trade in 
neral; ſo that as our Indies yield us yearly 12 
mies of dollars, foreigners might carry off but 
6 millions, and the other {tx millions annually 
enter into the kingdoms of Spain, and continue 
there. Even this then, or a leſs ſhare, would 
ſuffice to render the monarchy rich, populous, 
powerful and reſpected; but as the caſe now ſtands, 
and one cannot ſpeak of it without grief, that if 
there comes 12 millions from the Indies, at leaſt 
8 millions of it paſs to foreign kingdoms, directly 
ſhipped off from the ports of Andaluſia, and moſt 
part of the 4 remaining millions, that are ſup- 
poted to be introduced into Spain, ſſcarce enter 
into it, but, as if they ſought only for a paſſage, 
go likewiſe to other nations, in payment for mer- 
chandiſe we by our own fault purchaſe in larger 
quantities than we ſell. So that of all the twelve 
millions we receive yearly, there ſcarce ſtays 
100000 dollars in Spain, as may be proved from 
the thouſands of millions we know to have come 
into Spain ſince the diſcovery of America, and 
the great ſcarcity of gold and filver its inha- 
bitants now labour under; both which J have 
already proved in other chapters And yet J ap- 
prehend it in our power to reſcue ourſelves from 
this lamentable diſtreſs, and unhappy diſpoſal of 
our treaſures, and even prevent the rivals and ene- 
mies of the monarchy, or any others, from ſharing 

them with us, will we but take care as we ought, 
and what is in my opinion very practicable, to 
work up our own wool and filk; by doing which 
we ſhould provide a ſufficent quantity of fine cloths 
and ſilks to ſupply the conſumption of theſe, 29d 
e 
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the kingdoms of America, as it has been proved 

in chapter 10, and have alſo a conſiderable ſurplus 
of theſe commodities, which with the wines, oy], 
and ſoap, raiſins and other fruits we abound with, 
would not only ſerve to barter with foreigners for 
linnen, bacalao, ſpicery and ſome other trifles, that 
we muſt have from them, but alſo yield us a con- 
ſiderable balance in money. Indeed, as to ba- 
calao, and other ſalt fiſh, that comes from abroad, 
and of which the conſumption is very great and 
chargeable to Spain, this might be greatly reduced, 
without any prejudice to the public, by ſuch pro- 


viſions as ſhall hereafter be explained. 


As to ſpicery, of which there is alſo a great con- 


ſumption, and with which the Hollanders and 


others ſupply both theſe kingdoms and the Indies, 
the Dutch by very long and hazardous voyages, 
ſailing from Holland to the Eaſt Indies to fetch it, 


and returning back to Holland, afterwards tranſ- 


port it to Andalufia, and from thence to America, 
a navigation of above 13000 Spaniſh leagues, and 
a voyage almoſt twice round the globe of the earth, 
I am convinced, that were it not poſſible to reduce 
the conſumption of it in Spain and America, we 
ourſelves might carry on the principal part of the 
commerce of the ſaid ſpicery, and ſupply both 
thoſe, and theſe kingdoms, in the manner I ſhall 


recommend in another place. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Neither the preſent decay of our manifacftures not 
any other difficulites, that may be pleaded, ought 
to diſcourage us from cultivating them, or make 
us deſpair of improving and bringing them to per- 
feftion. 
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HERE are many perſons, who have good 
| intentions, and great {kill in other affairs, 
and yet may never hit upon ſuch policies, as are 
calculated to remedy certain evils, that befall a 
country, either from want of attention, or that par- 
tiality nature uſes to ſhew in diſtributing perfecti- 
ons, who never conſents to favour any ſingle per- 
ſon ſo far as to inveſt him with {kill in every ſci- 
ence, or all the arts of government. Experience 

ſhews it to be the caſe of mankind; for we find 
| few perſons excell at the ſame time in two diffe- 
| rent branches of knowledge, and he who ſeems 
| moſt favoured by nature, and by great induſtry has 
improved himſelf in the arts and policies of go- 
vernment, muſt be content to acquire a perfect 
maſtery of one or two branches, and fome gene- 
ral knowledge of the reſt, that may perhaps qualify 
him to doubt, and aſk others upon every occaſion 
what inquiries may be requiſite to fift each caſe to 
the bottom, in order to diſcharge his office, and 
perform thoſe acts of ſupererogation, which his 
zeal for his king and country ſhall infpire him 
with; a taſk that, I think, is incumbent upon 
every faithful ſubject, who ought to let flip no 
opportunity of promoting the intereſt of both, 
after he has diſcharged the neceſſary duties of his 
Vor. I. N own 
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own office, or other employments that demand 
his firſt attention. 

Many perſons then who want ſkill to remedy 
certain evils, without conſidering that what one 
perſon is ignorant of, another even of inferior abi- 
lities may underſtand for the reaſons given above, 
and becauſe human life is ſo ſhort, as to bear no 
proportion with what there is to ſtudy and learn; 
theſe call impoſſible and inſuperable difficulties 
every thing they do not comprehend, or take the 
trouble to examine thoroughly. Hence they diſ- 
courage, give up, and by their oppoſition and 
gloomy language damp the zeal of others to re- 
medy certain evils, a ſtate may labour under. 
Thus it will be no wonder if theſe propoſals meet 
with oppoſition from many that conceive or ima- 
gine difficultics where there are none, or condemn 
for an impoſſibility every ſcheme that is offered, 
and which may be carried into execution without 
injuſtice, and with advantage ſuperior to the 
trouble we muſt be at. On this account I have 
been obliged to be more diffuſe in ſeveral chapters, 
with a view to take off the objections many per- 
ſons make againſt our attempt to revive commerce 
and ſome other things. 

In other chapters I have already produced ex- 
amples, that ſhould be an encouragement, and al- 
fo hinted the very favourable circumſtances of our 
country and people, to invite and flatter us with 
its reſtoration and proſperity. However, more ef- 
fectually to remove the objections of ſome perſons 
that are moſt diffident, and give up themſelves to 
the firſt difficulty, whether real or imaginary, I 
ſhall add, that the decay of our manufactures ought 
by no means to diſcourage us, fince other * 
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with leſs preparation, and fewer advantages have 
found out the way to eſtabliſh, improve and pre- 
ſerve them in great plenty and perfection. A ſatis- 
factory proof of this point is, that the curious wool- 
len manufactures, at this time ſo various and flou- 
riſhing in England, were not introduced into that 
country till the reign of queen Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Henry VIII. who ſucceeded to the crown 
in the year 1558. Notwithſtanding they had very 
good wool, it was fold to the Flemings, who 
converted it into cloth, and other woven goods, and 
acquired great advantages, that are viſible. For 
the quantity of materials, that coſt them a mil- 
lion of dollars, when wrought up come to be ſold 


for 5 millions of dollars, as we are aſſured by the 


author of a book intitled, The intereſt of England ill 


underſtood in the preſent war, meaning that of the 


year 1704. It is added alſo by this, and other writ- 
ers, that the queen, equally politic and vigilant, pur- 
ſuing the advice and plan, laid down by that emi- 


nent merchant Sir Thomas Greſham, gave ſuch 


powerful protection to manufactories, that many 
Flemiſh and other workmen invited by fair pro- 
ſpects went over to her kingdom, and ſhe not on- 
ly laid the foundation of manufactures, but alſo 


much improved them in number and quality. 


This great advantage was owing to the zeal and 
application of that princeſs, aided by the coun- 
ſel and vigilance of the above eminent trader Sir 


Thomas Greſham, to whom, as a great benefactor 


to his country and the crown, they erected a ſta- 
tue in the exchange, where the merchants aſlemble 
to tranſact buſineſs, and to which they gave, and 
it {till preſerves, the name of Greſham®. Ever 


* The author muſi miſtake Greſham college, to be another name 
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ſince, England has enjoyed theſe very profitable ma- 
nufactures, and they not only work up their own 
wool, but alſo that of other kingdoms, in particu- 
lar a great quantity of Spaniſh wool ; for the ſame 
author aſſerts, that they uſually make of this alone 
to the amount of 30000 cloths one year with ano- 
ther, which at the rate of 100 dollars per piece 
amount to 3 million of dollars. 

It has been alrcady hinted, and will be farther 
explained in other chapters, how reduced, and 
ſometimes wholly abandoned was this grand tranſ- 
action of trade and navigation in France, before 
the middle of the ſeventeenth century ; for their 
commerce never flouriſhed conſiderably, but from 
the year 1660, when Lewis XIV. that great prince 
encouraged and raiſed it to the meridian glory we 
have ſeen it in. 5 5 

Their naval force was in former ages inconſi- 
derable, or rather many times entirely abandoned; 
but that glorious monarch raiſed and maintained it 
for many years in ſo eminent a degree, that in point 
of number and quality his fleets came to be ſupe- 
riour to the Engliſh and Dutch who had been 
hitherto reckoned ſovereign maſters of the ſea. 

In Spain we have already begun, and with ſome 
rays of ſucceſs carry on manufactures of filk, wool 
and other commodities. The great advantage of 
cur materials, both in number and quality, is no- 
torious to all the world ; and there is as little want 
of genius or number of hands, as has been ſeen 
already. The protection of his majeſty in favour of 
this important affair has been alſo evident from ſe- 
veral decrees, he vouchſafed to publiſh, conducive 
to this deſign, and which will be taken notice of 
hereafter. So that what we now want 1s the 2 

itant 
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ſtant and vigilant care of a miniſter ſuch as Lewis 
XIV, found in John Baptiſt Colbert. For this is 
the principal means to accompliſh the great under- 
taking, and warrant its permanence, which is the 
hardeſt thing of all, and requires moſt attention. 
For the firſt orders and meaſures for ſuch an 
eſtabliſhment are to be conſidered but as feed ſown, 
and there 1s need of the conſtant vigilance of the 
miniſtry to cultivate, diſpoſe and improve the ſoil, 
and to root up or prevent the growth of brambles, 
or any obſtacles that ſhall be thrown in the way ; 
and the ſovereign from the throne, like the ſun 
in his {phere, is alſo powerfully to contribute with 
his gracious influence, protection and ſupport, that 
thoſe fruits may ripen, and be gathered, which are 
calculated to improve the monarchy, in the man- 
ner explained in the foregoing parts of this work. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Prohibitions and penal laws not ſufficient to prevent 
extraction of gold and ſilber. Putting commerce 
upon a proper footing is the only means 10 do it. 


T is evident that penal laws or ſtatutes cannot 

1 prevent the extraction of gold and ſilver, 
though they be ſevere as in this kingdom, and 
extend to forfeiture of life and effects. With to 
great rigour is the prohibition enforced here, and 
yet neither is nor can be obſerved in Spain, or any 

other kingdom under the ſame circumſtances, as 
the, experience of whole ages manifeſts, Nor can 
any other ſafe and effectual meaſure be diſcovered, 
than this, that Spain be no longer in debt to other 
nations, a point that is alone attainable by ſelling 
more than we buy of them, as it has been already 
ſuppoſed, and will often be repeated as the only re- 
7 medy, 
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medy. Nor would indeed a permiſſion to export 
this ſpecie, much encourage its extraction, did 
there not concur other impulſes of commerce to 
force it away by violence, whilſt the utmoſt vigi- 
lance is inſufficient to prevent it. Spain, for in- 
ſtance, is a full proof of this, which for ſome 
ages has had, and ſtill continues the like rigorous 
prohibitions, and for a long time has had great 
and very vigilant princes and zealous miniſters, 
that have done their utmoſt to have them punc- 
tually obſerved, but without ſucceſs. Firſt becauſe 
it is impoſſible to ſet up gates to a country, that 


Has ſo extenſive a coalt and frontier, as to exceed 


600 leagues. In the ſecond place, ſhould there 
be on all the coaſts and frontiers guards and cen- 
tinels poſted every hundred paces or nearer, and 
relieved every hour, according to the diſcipline of 
armies or garriſons (for which ſervice a hundred 
thouſand men would be inſufficient) it would not 
be difficult to bribe ſome, nay many of them, to 
connive at this extraction, a thing that happens 
now to the royal guards, and was experienced in 
the years 1722 and 1723, with the ſoldiers and 


peaſants employed, as guards of health. Their 


vigilance, though it could not be eluded by any 
malicious cunning, was often bribed by an inte- 
reſt, that muſt not be very great, conſidering the 
ſmall amount of the cargoes of ſugar, cocao, and 
other merchandiſe of lower value than money, 
that were introduced ; and yet the importation of 
theſe and other commodities was prohibited under 
pain of death and confiſcation. Moreover by way 


of caution there was a deputation of miniſters in- 
veſted with full authority, able and zealous, who 


by frequent mooungs and all ſorts of meaſures at- 
— 
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tended to the punctual execution, and the ſpeedy 
chaſtiſement of all offenders, that ſhould be caught. 
What ſhall we then ſay of the cargoes of wheat, 
that in thoſe and other years frequently paſſed over 
into Portugal even at the time a cargo was worth 
but 50 reals, in contempt of the prohibitions ? 
Since then for the trifling advantage of 15 or 20 
reals, which they might gain by a fraudulent ex- 
portation of a cargo of grain, they find a way 
to corrupt, or impoſe upon the guards, what will 
they not attempt, and what 1s it they will not ex- 


ecute for the reward they are uſed to have for the 


exportation of gold and filver ? Nor is it being 
| threatened with pain of death, that can reſtrain 
them, while they find by experience, that this law, 
ſevere in its ſanction, is gentle in its effects, as 


they never ſee it put in execution; beſides the great 


difficulty there is in diſcovering and convicting of- 


fenders, as it has been obſerved before. Laſtly, 


if in ſeven or eight ages we have not been able 
to enforce the execution by ſuch ſevere laws often 
repeated, and revived, we ought not to expect to 
ſee it done in our times, except it be by ſubſtitut- 
ing other, more natural, effectual and ſecure mea- 
| fures, ſuch as have been propoſed from a good 

regulation of commerce, in order to fell foreign- 
ers, more than we buy of them; and not by pe- 
nal laws, prohibitions and guards at the ports and 
Other places. However it is not my opinion, that 
on this account we repeal theſe rigorous laws, 


which in ſome meaſure ſcare and reſtrain this fort 


of delinquents. What I mean is, that, as this 
meaſure 1s too feeble, we ought not to truſt to it 
alone, and that the only remedy, likely to ſuc- 
ceed, is putting commerce upon a proper foot- 
ing, which cannot flouriſh without many valuable 
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fabricks; and theſe cannot be augmented or ſub- 
ſiſt without the aid of indulgences, and a better 
regulation of the duties. So that it is evident with- 
out ſuch a proviſion, the main ſpring that muſt 
give motion and force to the reſt, we ſhall not be 
able to remedy this great and injurious extraction, 
as well as ſcarcity of gold and filver, which we 
ſuffer ; as it is a clear conſequence from this ſolid 
principle, that though the extraction of both 
metals, and even of coin itſelf, ſhould be permit- 
ed, there would come in more than there goes 
out, and the kingdom become rich, whenever 
commerce ſhall flouriſh, whoſe powerful impreſ- 
ſions happen to be the ſureſt, and even the only 
method to preſerve them. This is plain from 
what happens in England, where the exportation 
of gold and ſilver is allowable, and with good ef- 
fect; for by certain circulations of commerce ſome 
portions are drawn out for the Eaſt Indies, Hol- 
land and other parts, as it has been obſerved, and 
are entered in the very cuſtom-houſes of Eng- 
land, and yet that kingdom is always very rich 
and powerful, for if by one port there goes out 
ten, by another comes in a hundred pieces. This 
proceeds from that nation's ſelling more to foreign- 
ers 1n general, than it buys. So that this will ever 
be the only method to attract, and detain more 
money in a kingdom than there goes out of it, 


CH AP. XVIII. 

The number of. families in Spain. 
E number of people in every kingdom 
2 has ſo great a connection with the regula- 
tions of commerce, that I thought proper to in- 
ſert here the amount of the families in every _ 
| om 
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73 
dom and province of Spain; a piece of informa- 
tion that is particularly uſeful to ſuch perſons, as 
are willing to form juſt calculations of the con- 


ſumption of commodities and catables ; E and for 


.other * ſervices. 


ene 9am Account of the number of families in Spain. 
counts Were | 


taken, The city of Madrid, in 8082 houſes, exclu- 
1 ſive of convents, hoſpitals, and other 


. pious foundations, ſoldiery, and houſes - $66 
of foreign miniſters - - - 3 
Diſtrict of Madrid 7680 
Kingdom of Toledo, and part of la Mancha 42987 
| Province of Guadalaxara - 16974 
Province of Cuenca, and part of la Mancha — 408553 
1710, &c. & Province of Soria — . - 18008 
| Province of Segovia - — 16687 
Province of Avila - 10061 
I Province of Valladolid, with ſome ſmall dikricts 25939 
[Province of Valencia, with ſome {mall diſtricts 14581 
1712. Province of Salamanca, with ſome {mall diſtricts 19344 
1717. Province of Toro — — $525 
1714. Province of Zamora 7330 
Province of Burgos, with _ mall diſtrifs 49282 
1710, &c. 3 Kingdom of Leon - . - 285 56 
Principality of Aſturias - - 30524 
1717. Kingdom of Galicia 8 - 118680 
1716. Province of Eſtremadura 55 60393 
City of Sevil, from a general calcula- | 
8 tion made for eee ſub- 136c 818 
| ſidies - | +4 
10 2, &c. The reſt of the Lingdom of Sevil - 60 244 
Kingdom of Cordova - - 39202 
Kingdom of Jaen - 8 30157 
l Kingdom of Granada 5 — 78728 
1678. Kingdom of Navarre — - 35987 
Viſcaya, Guipuzcoa, and Alava, according 
to extrajudicial accounts, the ſame as 35987 
Navarre - - - 

1717. Principality of Catalonia - - 103360 
1712. Kingdom of Aragon RO 75244 
1714. Kingdom of Valencia - - 6377 
1713. Kingdom of Murcia 30494 

EKingdom of Majorca, with Ibiza, R 
to extrajudicial accounts, including the 21110 
gariſons of Africa = 8 
1, 140103 


— —__ 
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I have not been able to find in any book or 
looſe paper, a particular and exact account of the 
number of inhabitants of Madrid, nay only a gene- 
ral one, that makes it conſiſt of 30000 'families, 
which at the rate of fix perſons one with another, | 
allowing for the more numerous families in the 
capital, will amount to 180000 perſons. This 
information came to my hands in the year 1723 
from a printed liſt, which the curioſity of a prieſt 
in this capital publiſhed, of the number of houſes 
and families every pariſh contains according to the 
regiſters ; and it is the only foundation I have for 
the 3oooo families, which from this account are 

' reckoned to be in Madrid. For though the paper 
_ publiſhed by the abovementioned prieſt does not 
rate them at more than 24344, in conſideration 
of the more numerous families in the capital, they 
may I think be eſtimated at 6 perſons one family 
with another at leaſt; and by this calculation there 
comes out about 30000 families of 5 perſons, 
which make 150000 ſouls. I imagine alſo that 
with the colleges, convents, and the reſt of the 
eccleſiaſtics, hoſpitals and other pious foundations, 
together withthe families of foreign miniſters, they 
will amount to 1800co fouls, excluſive of paſſen- 
gers, petitioners at court, carriers and others that 
uſually fill the inns and public houſes. Howe- 
ver I have thought proper to put into the general 
account no more than the above 30009 families 
rated at 1500co ſouls becauſe I ſhall hereafter 
place under a diſtinct head the eccleſiaſtics, hoſpi- 
tals, ſtrangers, &c. | 
I am perſuaded, in the accounts, whence theſe 
ſums are taken, all the families of every place are 


not enumerated ; for in ſome of the provinces they 
Were 
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were made by the corregidors and juſtices under an 
apprehenſion, that the draughted ſoldiers would be 
quartered, and extraordinary taxes laid upon them 

in proportion to the number of their inhabitants; 
and in others with an expectation of ſome charge 
or other laid upon them, and a dread of their being 
repeated, as it happened till the laſt peace. Thus 
it was very natural for them to diminiſh the num- 
ber of inhabitants in theſe memorials, and they 
would do it perhaps without ſcruple, as they meant 
only to relieve and preſerve thoſe very towns, many 
of which, not able to pay the ordinary taxes, 
would be expoſed to ruin by the weight and load 
of the extraordinary ones, which the preſſing ne- 


is ſaid at the head of the liſt, that it is only an 
account of the families able to pay to the ſubſidy 
excluſive of the poor, and two widows families 
are rated as one. 5 

This might alſo be confirmed by other proofs, 
as J have compared ſome of theſe calculations with 
ſeveral diſtricts about Madrid, and having got 
certain information of their number, have found 
in ſome of them an omiſſion of above a fifth part, 


liſts of the number of inhabitants in Andaluſia and 
elſewhere, I have compared them in like manner, 
with accounts ſent me by perſons very well ac- 


quainted with the very cities, villages and places, 
and find them fall ſhort as much, but ſhall only 


4043 families that pay taxes, but perſons very 
well acquainted with that city aſſure me, there are 
| — above 


ceſſities of war cccaſioned. And in ſome of the 
accounts, it is evident, there are too few; for it 


and in others even a fourth or a third. As to the 


give two inſtances. In the liſt of families in the 
kingdom of Sevil, there are only reckoned in Cadiz 
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above 40000 ſouls in it, which are equivalent to 
8000 families. At the port of Saint Mary are et 
down 733 families, but I learn from perſons of 
good underſtanding and credit that they exceed 
1500. Theſe conſiderations induce me to believe 
that one account with another the calculation 
is at leaſt a fifth too low, ſo that if four fifths 
amount to 1,140,009 families, an addition of the 
other fifth, omitted in the accounts, will make 
the whole 1,425,000 families. 

As the principal deſign of this calculation of the 
number of ſouls of every claſs or condition in the 
provinces of Spain, that a few more or leſs, may 
be ſubjects of his majeſty, 1s to enable us to form 
regulations from the conſumption, &c. and not to 
give a liſt of ſuch as are able to contribute to the 
royal revenue, I have thought it incumbent upon 
me to add the ſoldiery under a diſtinct head, ap- 
prehending the four gariſons in Africa to be con- 
ſidered, as if they were upon the continent of Spain, 
both as theſe towns and gariſons conſiſt of Spa- 
niards, and in general are ſupported by the com- 
modities and fruits of this kingdom. 

In 102 regiments, including 5 of marines on 
board the fleet and gallies, and ſeveral ſingle com- 
panies, that ſerve in the gariſons of Africa, or in 
Spain, with 2000 invalids employed in fortreſſes, 
and other troops and half pay officers in the quar- 
ters of their reſpective corps, and in gariſon, his 
majeſty maintains 65000 foot, including officers 
and ſoldiers ; and in 50 regiments of horſe and 
dragoons, 3 companies of body guards, a ſingle 
_ detached company, and the troop of Ceuta, with 
the half pay officers at their reſpective corps, or 
in gariſon, there are above 1 5000 ſoldiers and offi- 

| 2 ces, 
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cers. Both theſe ſums make up an army of 80000 
effective men. 
To theſe may be added 6000 officers at leaſt, 
conſiſting of ſuch as are employed in ſuperior poſts . 
in the provinces and fortreſſes, and officers in the 
fleet, artillery and others, that ſerve aboard the 
ſhips of war and in the gallies, exclufive of the 
marine regiments on board the fleet and gallies, 
that are accounted for elſewhere, which make in 
all 86000 effective men maintained by his majeſty. 
To theſe are added 1200 gally-ſlaves, and the 
whole number paid by his majeſty amounts to 
87200 men. N 
To this ſum muſt be added alſo 8000 militia, 
horſe and foot, including thoſe that guard and 
watch the coaſts, who are alſo paid by his majeſty, 
in the manner of veteran troops, whenever they 
are upon duty, beſides certain immunities they 
always enjoy, and ſome of them alſo receive mo- 
derate pay, when out of actual ſervice. 
There are alſo 3000 invalids, excluſive of the 
2000 detached, and in gariſon, who are main- 
tained in 4 regiments and in quarters; 700 baniſh- 
ed men employed in the works and ſervice of the 
gariſons, beſides thoſe that ſerve as ſoldiers, and 
are incorporated in the companies; about 1200, 
that are either ſoldiers widows, families in Oran, 
Moors at peace, or nominal ſoldiers; and alſo 
500 perſons, that upon a moderate calculation muſt 
be employed in the offices of war, ſuch as pay- 
maſters, accomptants, commiſſaries of orders and 
war, inſpectors, comptrollers, warders in the maga- 
zines of artillery and ſtores, and thoſe employed 
in the hoſpitals and upon other commiſſions. 80 
that his majeſty maintains, and pays upon the * 
0 
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of war above 100,000 men, and the pay is fixed 
and regular to all of them, excepting the 8000 
militia, and the marines, whoſe pay is ſometimes 
ſuſpended. 

Of the above 100,000 perſons, one may reck- 
on at leaſt 20000 with families, among thoſe in 
places, officers and ſoldiers, as ſome of them are 
married, and others in high ſtations, ſuch as cap- 
tains-general of armies, and provinces, governors 
of fortreſſes, the king's lieutenants, lieutenant-gene- 
rals, quarter-maſters general, brigadier-generals, 
colonels, and others in the ſeveral military employ- 
ments; as alſo their ſuperior aſſiſtants, and private 
dependants, for notwithſtanding theſe may be 
unmarried, they have a great number of ſervants 
in proportion to their rank and office. If then to 
each of the above 20000 ſuppoſed to have families 
we make an addition of 4 perſons, one with ano- 
ther, they will amount to 80000, theſe added to 
the 100,000 in pay, make 180, ooo, and are equi- 
valent to 36000 families, and if we add theſe to 
the 1,425,000 families above mentioned, both 
ſums make 1,461,000 families. 

I apprehend allo that foreign miniſters, conſuls 
and traders of all denominations, who come hither 
in great numbers from ſeveral countries, and not- 
withſtanding their reſidence be conſtantly here, 
and their commerce for the moſt part in Spain, are 
not included in the liſt of families by being con- 
ſidered as paſſengers, and many of them without 
fixed habitations, and may be rated at 8000 fami- 
lies. And as they are maintained by the produce 
of Spain, and moſtly conſume its commodities, 
and contribute to the royal revenue, and city im- 
poſts in both reſpects, they may be reckoned 
+ | amongſt 
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amon gſtthe inhabitants of Spain, as it is uſually 
done in other kingdoms. 

Of the 50000 ſhepherds or more that live upon 
the mountains and in the meadows tending upon 
the ſheep, cows, &c. as they have been elſewhere 
calculated to be ſo many, we may conſider at leaſt 
30000 of them not included in the roll of families 
above mentioned. Theſe make 6000 families 
and added to the above ſum the whole will be 
1,47 5,000 families. 

Numerous as the eccleſiaſtical ſtate is known to 
be in Spain, both in ſeculars and regulars, and 
though the inhabitants of ſeveral cities and towns 


have been greatly reduced, there continues almoſt | 


every where the ſame number and foundations of 
chapters, univerſities, pariſhes, colleges and con- 
vents, and in ſome parts new inſtitutions. So that 


it will not be thought ſtrange if the eccleſiaſtical 
ſtate be reckoned at leaſt a thirtieth part of the 


people in Spain, when we take in their ſervants 
and many of their relations, that live under the 
ſame roof, and are not comprehended in the roll 
of families, or perſonal contributions, and alſo thoſe, 
whom the Abbeys and other ſocieties give falaries 
to, and employ in the cultivation, management, 
and charge of their eſtates, which are pretty nu- 
merous, and the hoſpitals, fraternities, and other 
pious foundations that are not comprehended i in 


the above roll. As this addition produces above 


50000 families the whole number of families in 
the provinces of Spain, together with Majorca, 
and excluſive of Portugal, amounts to 1,525,000 
families, which is equivalent to 7,62 5,000 ſouls. 
However leſt in the calculation of any of theſe 
particulars we ſhould have gone into an involun- 


tary 
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tary exceſs, they are reckoned only 7,590,000 
ſouls, in 1,500,000 families when we eſtimate the 
amount of the confumption. 

In the numbers ſet down in the above liſt of fa- 
milies I have always taken the loweſt calculation 
of every province, that has been communicated to 
me by perſons well informed, and worthy of 
com? *: 7 

As to the ſeveral additions I thought neceſſary 
to be made to the general account of families, ei- 


ther to ſupply the omiſſions of each particular ar. 


ticle, or to take in the eccleſiaſtical ſtate, or on 
other motives, that are very obvious, but not eaſy 


to be aſcertained, I have been guided by the moſt. 


reaſonable preſumptions, and ſuch hints and ob- 
ſervations as J have collected from books and looſe 
papers, as well as the converſation of men of ſenſe 
and experience. However ſhould any one think 
my proportions not well adjuſted, he will be at 
liberty to determine for himſelf, and lay down ſuch 
poſitions as ſhall appear to him more reaſonable, 
and either advance or reduce them lower ; for in 
calculations of this kind every man is his own 
judge, and may rate things according to his own 
conception. Nor do I doubt but there will be 
many perſons, who by the aſſiſtance of better helps, 

and deeper penetration, will be able to approach 
nearer to the truth in theſe facts, that have not 
yet been aſcertained, eſpecially if there be taken 
larger, and more particular family rolls, than have 
hitherto appeared. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
The nature, quality and produce of the royal reve- 
nues f, Spain. 


F the above account of the number of families 
in Spain has any connection with commerce, 
I think the knowledge of his majeſty's revenues 
from theſe kingdoms, the quality and diſtin pro- 
duce of each, according to the value they were of 
in the year 1722, to have no leſs. This account Rl 
was ſent me by perſons of good PTY and i 
3 run and is as follows. (Hi 
 ALCAVALAS. 1 
The Alcavala is the oldeſt of the revenues, that = 
e the royal patrimony. It was firſt im- 1 
poſed in the year 1341, and in the reign of Alon- 
ſo XI. over Algecira, when certain cities granted 
him 20 per cent. upon every ſale, truck or barter 
of commodities, and ſome time after the other 
cities of the 21 provinces, that make up the king- | 
dom of Caſtile, agreed to give the king 10 per | 
cent. In this form it now ſtands, and the vender 
pays it out of the money he receives. 

This duty of the Alcavala was never rigidly ex- 
acted; at leaſt ſince the impoſition of the Cientos 
and Millones, ſo that in general ſcarce a moiet 
of it has been received. The manner of colle&- 
ing is either by putting it under adminiſtration, or 
by ſtipulating a certain ſum to be paid by cach 424 
place in proportion to the trade and gains of the Mn 
inhabitants, and then every town is obliged to an- if) 
ſwer for the ſum adjuſted, and it depends upon i 
their own pleaſure to admit the adminiſtration of 


t, or not, by paying 21 what ſhall be due from 
Vo. I. G the 
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the fales made. The eccleſiaſtical ſtate is concern, 
ed in the main part of thistax ; for though it be free 
from it in ſuch things, as are of their own produce 
or patrimony, yet as the Alcavala in general is laid 
upon the ſeller, this charge upon commodities pro- 
portionably raiſes the price of them. So that it 
is not only the laity, but alſo the eccleſiaſticks, 
that are purchaſers, who pay this duty. 

TERTTIASs REALES. 

The Tertias Reales, or under another name, the 
Dos Novenos, or two ninths, is a portion of the 
tithes of the church, which the Popes granted fiſt 
to the kings of Caſtile, in the year 1219, as a ſub- 

ſidy for the war with the Moors, for a limited 
number of years, and was continued from time 
to time, till his holineſs in 1487 made it perpe- 
tual in favour of king Ferdinand and queen Iſa- 

bella. This revenue is comprehended and goes al- 
ops along with the Alcavala. 

 QuaTRo UNOS POR CIEN To. 
| 'T he ſtates of the kingdom aſſembled in council 
have granted the duties of Quatro Unos. The firit 
one per cent was given in the year 1639. The ſe- 
cond in 1642. The third in 1656. The fourth in 
1604. Theſe are raiſed and charged in the ſame 
manner, as the Alcavala, becauſe they are of the 
fame quality without any diſtinction. Hence they 
are called an extenſion of the Alcavala, and col- 
en the ſame way. 

- MILLONES. 

＋ be ſubſidy of 24 Millones commenced | in the 
558 1601, by a grant of the kingdom. They 
conſiſt of an eight of the wine, which is collected 
for his majeſty's ule, beſides 64 maravedis upon 
every arrob of wine, and other impoſts upon fleſh, 


6 _— 
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oyls, tallow candles, and ſoap. It is collected, 
either by the towns adminiſtring, or farming them, 
in caſe they can agree, at a certain ſum proportion- 
ed to their reſpective harveſts, and conſumptions. 
Thus their doing it or not depends upon their 
own choice, the ſame rule being obſerved as in 
the adminiſtration of the Alcavalas and Cientos. 
To the 19 Millones and half the eccleſiaſtical ſtate 
contributes by a bull from his holineſs. The ſub- 
ſidy of the Millones has been ſince extended to 


paper, falt fiſh, &c. under the ſhape ſet forth in 


the rules or account of this ſubſidy Millones, and 
its conditions. This revenue, with the Alcavalas 
and Cientos above-mentioned, are, and have been 
hitherto farmed, becauſe experience has ſometimes 
ſhewn that from their having been under admi- 
niſtration on the king's account great prejudice has 
enſued to the royal revenue, and even to the ve 

towns by the deficiencies and the debts they con- 
tracted, moſt of them occaſioned by the failure 
of the officers who were to receive and pay, and 
for which they were allowed ſix per cent. and ac- 


compts were to be given in and ſettled, as often 


as it ſhould be neceſſary. It is to be obſerved that 
the Millon laid upon foreign paper, ſugar and 
falt fiſh, is alone charged at their entry into the 
cuſtom-houſe. _ 
SERVICIO ORDINARIO, and EXTRAORDINARIO. 
The Servicio Ordinario, and Extraordinario is 


an annual ſubſidy of 441176 crowns, levied upon 


the perſonals. of thoſe families of the kingdom in 


general, who paſs under the name of  Pecheros, 


or commoners ; becauſe none of the Hyoſdalgos, 
or gentry pay to this tax, and it neither admits of 
reg oy (712 - | in- 
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increaſe or abatement, but is a ſtated ſum, andi Its 

origin very ancient. 
SERVICIO DE MILIcias 

The Servicio de Milicias is a ſubſidy, impoſed 

upon moſt part of the provinces of the kingdom, 

and 1s a Ducat Vellon upon every family. It raiſes 

318000 crowns yearly, and was appropriated to 

the ſubſiſtence of the provincial regiments ?. 

FIEL MEDITOR. 
The duty of Fiel Meditor is 4 Maravedis upon 
every arrob of wine, which is charged according 


to the meaſure, and raiſes yearly between 30 and 


40 thouſand crowns. 

The revenues hitherto mentoned't are ſtiled pro- 
vincial, and comprehend ſuch as are actually farm. 
ed, and have been all collected jointly, in order to 
avoid the prejudices that enſue both to the king 
and the reſpective towns by their being managed 


by ſeveral and diſtinct hands; and by this conſo- 


lidation the collecting of all is but the ſame expence 
as of one; and it is the main foundation of the 
advance bf them, when laſt farmed, and has been 
found to be of univerſal advantage. In the above 
year 1722 their value ſtood as in the following 


table. Except theſe, no other are farmed, the 


reſt being under adeniviſttetion. and are col- 
lected in the manner ſet forth under the fol- 
lowing heads. 
PAPEL SELLADO. 

In the year 1637 was laid a duty upon ſtamp 
paper uſed in every proceſs of law, prohibiting 1 its 
being done, as it Was formerly, upon common 


hy the decree of January the 10, 1724, this tax with ſome 
okhers was taken off to relicve the common people. 
paper ; 
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' of COMMERCE, &c. 35 
paper; and during the war its value was augment- 
ed above half; it is received at the time of fale. 

MEDIA ANNATA. | EO 

In 1631 was impoſed the duty of Media An- 
nata upon penſions, which is half a year's income, 
and a third of the profits of the offices and pen- 
ſions, granted by his majeſty. It is charged and 
received at the time of making out the warrant. 
_ Apvanas. | 

The revenue of the Aduanas or cuſtoms, &c. 

is a duty of 15 per cent. charged in every port of 
Spain upon the merchandiſe and goods brought in 


and it is paid at their importation. The ſame duty | 1 
is upon all exports. 10 


SERVICIO and MoNTAZGo. 8 
The revenue of Servicio and Montazgo upon 
the flocks of ſheep in the kingdom commenced in 


1457, and is a tax laid upon the flocks, that come ul 
into, or go out of the paſtures at the end of win- 10 
ter and ſpring, and alſo thoſe that go out of the 1 
towns, where they ſhall have ſtayed ſome time, 1 
though they return to the ſame place again. This wi 
duty 1s paid by the drovers, that go to ſell, or buy 114 
at fairs, or markets, or any other places whatſoever. | 
& EA, SALINAS. 8 il 
The revenue of C.]t ariſes out of the prices his 1 
majeſty orders it to be ſold at on the account of Wl 
the crown, and in Andaluſia and New Caſtile is _ 
actually at the rate of 36 reals*; in Old Caſtile = 


at 31 reals; and in Gallicia at 27 reals, theſe ſums 
including the 13 reals lately impoſed. Beſides this, 
there is a charge for the carriage of the ſalt which 
in many parts conſiderably raiſes the price. This 
revenue and the cuſtoms "Sip hitherto been farm- 
In the year 1722. : 
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ed, but are now under adminiſtration of the con- 

troller of the finances, which has conſiderably 

improved their value. 
| ToBACCo. 

The revenue of Tobacco conſiſts alſo in the 
monopoly, the king reſerves to himſelf of this 
, commodity, ordering it to be fold on the account 
of the crown. It is under the adminiſtration of 
a Es 

_ VarimIrNTos. 
Of the Valimientos, which his majeſty during 
the laſt war eſtabliſhed, there now fubſiſts but 2 
third, and a tenth of the her bage of the paſtures 


of private perſons, and the exciſes and perſonals 
of Madrid. 


7 LANZAS. 

The ſubſidy of Lanzas is a tax, all perſons poſ- 
ſeſſed of titles are to pay, of 60 doblons each per- 
ſon, inſtead of 20 lances they were obliged to pro- 
vide the king in time of war. A compromiſe of 
this ſum was made in the year 1631. 

ESTAFETAS, and Poss. 

Moſt of the Eſtafetas were ſold to the family 
of the Count de Onnate ; but his majeſty giving 
an equivalent to the Count s family, re-inveſted 
them in the crown, and as this tax 1s adminiſtred 
on the account of the royal revenue, it is conduct- 
ed by a ſuperintendant. 

CokONA DE ARAGON. 
Since the abolition of the ſtatutes of the crown 
of Aragon, and the eſtabliſhment of the laws of 
Caſtile, there has been a certain ſum charged upon 
the kingdoms the former conſiſts of, and of late 
years they raiſed the following ſums. 


Catalonia 


od COMMERCE, &c. 87 
5 | | Crowns de Vellon. 
Catalonia - - - = 1,350,000 
Aragon - - $00,000 
Valenca - - - 550, ooo 
Majorca = - - - - 48,000 


2,645,000 


In theſe kingdoms was alſo eſtabliſhed the tax 
upon ſalt, tobacco, ſtamp paper, and the cuſtoms. 
For while their ſtatutes were in force, his majeſty 15 
had only from thoſe kingdoms certain Diezmos or 1 
tenths, &c. ſtiled patrimo nian. 
Heſides the above revenues, his majeſty poſſeſſes 
the Cruzada, Subſidio, and Eſcuſado; perſonals of 
Navarra: the Conſejo de Ordenes and Caſtilla ; 
the contract for Negroes ; the Indultos on Flotas, 
Galeons, Cruzada, and ſubſidy of the Indies, 
which are large and go into the amount; ſome 
are fixed, others rated by eſtimation. Fe. 3 
Ihe produce of the Alcavalas, Cientos, Mil- Wl 
lones, and others called provincial revenues, is firſt Fl 
given with the diſtinct quota of each kingdom and 15 
province, to which is added the general amount | 
of his majeſty's revenues, with an account gf their 
annual value, - 
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An account of the provincial revenues of Spain; to 


wit, the Alcavalas, Quatro unos per Cent. Tercias, 
Millones, Servicio Ordinario, and Extraordinario, 


Servicio de Milicias, an 


d Fiel Medidor, in the Year 


In Valencia 


—— 


In Majorca - 


25 5,000,000. 


16, 320, oco 


1722. : 
The whole value in 
Provinces. | 3 de Vel- [amount of penſions, "_ oma 788 
On. 
Avila 04,740,803. 14.794, 254. 49,952,009. 
Burgos 158,090,224. 31 553,206. 127,136,928. 
Cordova 123,747,029. 10,529,022. 10%. 21, 10). 
Cuenca 99,771,114. 17,233,786. 73537 8. 
Eſtremadura 153.5871. 2173,56. 1109, % 5. 
Granada 281,391,122. 51, 139,856. 230, 25 1, 266. 
Galicia 175,547, 404% 35,079,343. 140,468, 116. 
Guadalaxara 48,328,416. 8,119,005. 40, 200, 411. 
Jaen 93,944,891. 14,202,878. 79,741,013. 
Leon 101, 329, 209. 17,269,167. 84,051,132. 
Madrid 219 461,0 06. (6,05 5,512. 153,406,394. 
Murcia 59,091,605. 9.485, 968. 50, 204, 637. 
Mancha 77,251,179. 14,146,782. 63, 104, 397. 
Palencia 52,027,191. 13,670,101. $38,957,090. 
Sevilla 358,380,449. 61,885,438 296,495,011, 
Salamanca 66,633, 347. 15,567,913. 51,065, 434. 
Segovia 87,872,802. 18,084,434. 69, 788, 368. 
Soria 37,80, 5 34 6, 630, 116. 31,170, 418. 
Toledo 197. 502,616. $52,979,313. 144,5 23, 303. 
Toro 40, 282, 267. 9,236,575, 31,045. 692. 
Valladolid 109,247,386. 21,176,490. 88, 070. 890. 
Zamora 25,338, 164. 6,697,534. 18,640,630. 
In Aragon 170, ooo, oco. 170,500. 
In Catalonia 45 9, ooo, ooo. 


459. co, odo. 
25 5,000,000. 
1 6, 3 20,000. a 


Total amount fro 
the crown of Caſtile, 


Ditto of the crown 


of Arragon. 


The whole value 


. Amount of penſions, | 


Neat value. 


909. 320,000. 


2024,208,839. 523,013,310. 


2101,255,5209 


mrs, - 


co, 320,000, 


— 


Totat of both crowns 3 5 24, 588,839. 


Total of the crown 


of Caſtile. 


Ditto of the crown 


af Aragon. 


Ot both crowns, © 


— — —-—-— 


23,0 3,310 3001, 875,829. 
2 — — — — 


In Crowns de Vellon. 


7.718, 437. 


— ——————— A ——— 


19538,274. 6,180, 163. 
2,048,000. 2,648,000. 
10,360,437. 1,538,254. 8, 8 28, 163. 
The whole value, 10 


Penſions deduted, Neat value to the 


King. 
An 
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An account of the value of each diſtin& branch 
of his majeſty's revenues, in the year 1722, de- 


2,000,000 


| ducting both the amount of the penſions, and 

| alſo the coſts and charges of adminiſtration. 

| | Crowns de Vellon, 

| Provincial revenues, deducting the amount of the pen- 

| ſions, together with the contributions of Catalonia, & 8,828,163, 

L Aragon, Valencia, and Majorca - | 

| Cuſtoms, or revenues general, under adminiſtration — 2,264,709. 

ö Leſſer revenues general, farmed - - 237,036. 

Revenue of tobacco - - - - 2,427, 803. 

Revenue of ſalt — _ - - 1,700,000, 

Stamp paper 3 - 5 215,436. 

ö Media Annata on places and penſionnçgs - 89,195. 

Vervas of the ſoldiery = — - 31,17. 
Maeſtraagos — 2 - - - 4,044. 

. Valimientos de Vervas - VVV 260, 212. 

Perſonals, and exciſes of Madrid — 235,296. 

| Servicio de Lanzas - . $f; 50, 000, 

” FEtafetasand Poſts - - - «25. $48,400, 

| Tercios, Diezmos, and patrimonial revenues in Ca- 0 5 

2 talonia, Aragon, Valencia, and Majorca «< {| de how 

| FEfetos of the chamber, by calculation DS, 30,200. 

| Revenues of the priory of St. John - - 22, 907. 
ERemounting the horſe - - . 20,000. 

| Cruzada, Subſidio, and Eſcuſado of the kingdom 1, 4co, ooo. 1 
Contract for negroes - VVV 7 
ö _ 8 1 
| . By calculation 218, 592,889. 9 
Servicio and Montazgo upon flocks - 5 7 5,000. well 
Penſions from the church to the Hoſpitales Militares 18,000, 9 
3 Perſonals of Navarre - - - 100,000. wht 
Cruzada and Subſidio, produce of quickſilver, and 30 
J Other revenues from the Indies, which come regu- þ 12,000,000, Wo! 
1 larly to Spain, and are conſtant in their value | ö 
Indultos, and freights of the galeons and regiſter-ſhips, ö 

| at their going out and return from the Indies, ton- L 


nage, certain free gifts, and other advantages, uſual- 

ly amounting to - ITO . 
What Catalonia, Aragon, Valencia, Eftremadura, and 

other provinces pay yearly for beds, furniture, 
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light, and wood, in the military quarters and poſts, 750,000 | 
including the quarters of the officers in Catalonia, | ik 
and ſtraw for the horſe, are calculated to be about jt 
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Crowns de Vellon'yearly = 23,535,889. 
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In this account is not included the king's duty 
upon coinage, and other branches of the revenue 
from the mint, nor that of the Moneda Forera, 
becauſe its produce is very inconſiderable, though 
it be a heavy load upon the common people from 
the manner and charge of collecting. 

J am not to forget, that the preſent year 1724 
there may be a decreaſe in theſe revenues from the 
relief his majeſty, out of his paternal affection, has 
been pieaſed to diſpenſe to his dutiful ſubjects, by 
a royal edict of the 1oth of January in the ſame 


year, ordering, that from the firſt day of the faid 


month and year, the Valimiento of the third part 
of the Yervas ſhould ceaſe; that the ſubſidy de 
Milicias, and Moneda Forera ſhould be ſuppreſſed 
and taken off, and all the arrears due upon the 
Servicio Ordinario and Extraordinario, as alſo that 


the arrears of the Milicias, Reales Caſamientos, 
and Monedo Forera be in general remitted, and a 


few days before his majeſty was pleaſed to grant a 


diſcharge of the Valimiento of the Efe&os, and 
'Sifas of Madrid. On both which occaſions his 


majeſty ſnewed, that he gave theſe indulgences as 
ſoon as the neceſſities of the ſtate, and the con- 


dition of his exchequer permited, and was in 


hopes of affording greater relief to his faithful ſub- 


jects. 


Though it be apprehended there will be found 
for the preſent ſome reduction of the revenue in 
proportion to theſe indulgences, one may expect, 


after the people have enjoyed this relief for ſome 


time, the conſumption of fruits and commodities 
will receive an augmentation, and the produce of 


the other revenues be enlarged in proportion. But 
without any expectation of ſuch an equivalent, I 


am 


of COMMERCE, &c. 91 
am perſuaded, a conſiderable part of this deficience 
will be made up by the great increaſe the revenue 
of tobacco has received, ſince this account was 
made. There are alſo perſons of experience and 
public ſpirit, who aver, that were proper rules 
and meaſures eſtabliſhed for the improvement, ad- 


miniſtration and vent of the fine tobacco, from 


the Havanna, this revenue might be raiſed to 5 
or 6 millions of crowns by the greater conſump- 
tion there would be of it, both in his majeſty's 


dominions, and in foreign countries, where it is 
very much admired and ſought after, in particu- 
lar what is waſhed and manufactured at Sevil. 


But as to the regulations on this head, I ſhall be 
content to relate what I have heard from miniſters 
of good underſtanding, without obliging myſelf 
to deliver my own judgment, ſince I am not ſuf- 
 ficiently prepared to ſpeak upon this ſubject. 

It is alſo very probable, after the Spanith trade 
in Europe is encouraged and takes effect, and the 


traffic which may be carried on between theſe 


kingdoms, and thoſe of America, is enlarged, 


that his majeſty's revenues will in time be aug- 


mented to ſo great a degree, as to be no ſurpriſe 


if they ſhould amount to near 40 millions of 
crowns, and the people at the ſame time be much 


relieved. 


CHAP. 
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. 


Reaſons for giving examples of ſtates well conducted 
and ſtilful in commerce; and the preference 15 
thoſe of France in the reign of Lewis the great, 
before I propoſe any particular meaſures to make 

commerce flouriſh in Spain. | 


Otwithſtanding the regulations recommend- 
N ed in the general, for the duties upon com- 
modities and materials, exported and imported, 
which Iſhall hereafter particulariſe, are found to be 
grounded upon reaſon, and the ſeveral motives al- 
ready laid down, my propoſal mult ſtand a ſevere 
tryal from the oppoſition every new ſcheme uſually 
meets with, let it be ever ſo advantageous to the 
public, or the prince ; for emulation, : a thing too 
common in all courts, will eafily reſiſt and thwart 
what another has thought of and ſuggeſted. With 
certain tempers it is a ſufficient inducement, that it 
was not originally their own plan and conception, 
to diſapprove and conſtantly oppole any ſcheme, 
even while in their own hearts they are convinced 
by the arguments that ſupport it; unhappy ſpirit 
of cavilling, that uſually 1 the ſervice of a 
monarch and the public intereſt to the indulgence 
of paſſion and private views, while they no leſs 
give up conſcience, and the character and reputa- 
tion of good men. Upon theſe conſiderations, 
and above all the little account or low conception, 
that may be entertained of my judgment in mat- 
ters of ſo great importance, I have thought pro- 
per to defend it by examples drawn from France, 
England and Holland, whoſe rules in this inſtance 
cannot fail of being received, at leaſt in general, 

0 a 
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as very prudent and worthy of imitation, fince it 
is by means of them they have found out a way 
to extend and preſerve the commerce, riches, plen- 
ty and ſplendor, they now enjoy, and alſo render 
themſelves reſpectable by their land and naval ar- 
maments all over the world ; while on the con- 
trary, by our neglect and miſmanagement, Spain is 
always oppreſſed, and in ſome meaſure deſpiſed 
for its weakneſs. Nor am I certain that our la- 
mentable ſituation merits the name of a misfor- 
tune, ſo much as of a chaſtiſement for our neg- 
ligence and blindneſs, in the affair of commerce 


and other matters of importance, ſince we find 
many capital errors as it were rooted and entailed 


upon us by our laws and ordinances. In theſe it 
is provided, permitted, and ordained, that imports 


and exports pay an equal duty; a like equality is 


obſerved in reſpect to materials, and we {light the 


diſtinction foreign powers ſo prudently make and 
act up to, as I have already hinted ; and the ex- 


_ amples I am to produce elſewhere, will amount 
to a full proof of it. 5 

In my narrative of the conduct of other king- 
doms in this important affair, France merits the 
firſt place for many reaſons, and in particular for 
the ſafe precedents Lewis XIV. has tranſmitted 
to poſterity in his long and moſt prudent reign. For 
notwithſtanding former ages gave great kings to 
that crown, none equalled this glorious monarch 


in proviſions. for and a good management of trade 


and navigation, and in armaments by ſea and land. 


By theſe he acquired, and for a long time main- 


tained the ſovereignty of the ſea, conquering the 
powerful and united fleets of England and Holland 


in the year 1690; and he ſo improved and advan- 


ced 
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ced navigation and commerce, that by theſe two 
powerful aids, he was enabled without impove- 
riſhing his ſubjects to raiſe and maintain for many 
years above 300,000 well diſciplined troops, in- 
cluding 80,000 very fine horſe ; while at the ſame 
time he fitted out above 100 large ſhips of war, 
and 40 gallies, and furniſhed above 100 ſtrong 
gariſons with ſtores and ammunition, poſleſſed 
many fine ports in both ſeas ; and with eaſe found 
ſupplies for all the extraordinary demands of long 
and expenſive wars againft the principal powers of 


Europe. What cannot the application of a great 
monarch, faithfully ſerved by his miniſters do! 


Wonderful are theſe events in a kingdom of leſs 
extent than Spain, - credible only in the age that 
ſaw, and to be queſtioned by poſterity, that ſhall 
hear of them; and yet they are very natural effects 
of a commerce well planned and better executed, 
and what every monarch without preſumption 
may flatter himſelf with, who will turn his thoughts 
to this moſt intereſting branch of ſtate policy, and 
is ſupported by faithful miniſters. | 
Let us then ſee how that great king, who ſo 
well knew how to gain his purpoſes planned and 
put in execution his noble proviſions in this impor- 


tant affair; the origin and main ſpring of the vaſt 


power, riches, and ſtrength, his kingdom acquir- 
ed, and which proved him ſuperiour to all the 
great princes, whoſe names are regiſtred in his 
palace, or tranſmitted down in the genealogy of 


Bis anceſtors. 


"CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXI. 


Ne practice of France in regard to the duties upon 
exportation, and importation of commodities, 
materials, fruits, &c. 


TY the tarif of 1664 his moſt chriſtian majeſ- 
ty laid a duty of 70 livres, which make 350 


reals upon the importation of 30 French yards of 


Spaniſh cloth equal to 40 Caſtilian yards; and 40 
lirres upon a piece of 2 5 yards of cloth from Hol- 
nd or England; and at the ſame time permitted 
30 French yards of French cloth to be exported, 
upon paying only 30 ſols, or 75 reals Vellon *. 
By the tarif of 1667 he ordered 30 French 
yards of Spaniſh cloth imported to pay 100 livres, 
which amount to zoo reals; and cloths from 


England or Holland 80 livres per piece of 2 5 French 
yards; but the duty on French cloths exported 
continued on the foot of 7+ reals. If then we 


value 3o French yards of Segovian cloth, (which 
is ſomewhat above 40 Caſtilian) at 120 dollars, 
it pays 28 per cent. upon its importation into France, 
while fine French cloths exported, 30 French yards 
of which are worth at leaſt 150 dollars from their 
hne quality, is charged only half per cent ; for if 
we value a piece at 150 dollars, it pays only 3@ 
ſols, equal to half a dollar. | 

By the tarif, adjuſted between France and Hol- 
land in the year 1699, the duties upon cloths from 


Holland imported into France were reduced to 


55 livres, inſtead of the 40 and 80 impoſed in the 


* When the French coin is in its due proportion, five reals Vellon 
make a livre; a livre contains to ſols; 4 ſols make a real Vellon, 
and a fo] is ſomewhat above two quartaz. Three livres make a 


dollar, and 12 livres a doblon. 


years 
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years 1664 and 1667 ; but it appears that the duty 
of 100 livres or 500 reals laid in 1667 upon 30 
yards of Spaniſh cloth till continued, and ſeveral 
other commodities fared no better ; at the ſame 
time that 30 French yards of fine cloth of Car- 
caſſonne, which is as good or better than that of 
Segovia, and meaſuring 40 Caſtilian yards, are im- 
ported into Spain by our tarif of 1709 on payment 
only of 80 reals, in lieu of the 500, charged upon 
ours in France. As then our cloths pay there at 
the rate of 28 per cent. and theirs pay but 4- reals 
per cent. here, when equal in quality and meaſure, 
excepting thoſe of Alby and Sedan, which are 
much finer, and more: valuable, and on that ac- 
| count pay ſomething more at their im portation 
into Spain. 
By the tarif of 1664 it it is ordered, that a pair 
of filk ſtockings imported into France pay 4 reals 
Vellon, and but one exported ; and by the tarif of 
1667, that they pay 10 reals imported, but the 
duty of one real per pair exported, ſtil] continued; 
ſo that 20 per cent. was charged upon imports, 
and but 2 per cent, upon exports, valuing each 
pair at 50 reals Vellon. 
y the tarif of 1664, it was ſettled that watered 
or unwatered tabbies imported pay 1 50 reals per 
quintal, and 35 exported. 
That a quintal of cards imported pay 1 5 reals 
Vellon, and only 5 exported. 
That gold and filver lace mixed with filk 3 im- 
ported, pay 25 reals per pound weight, and only 
75 exported. 
That gold and filver ſtuffs, the rich as well as 
middle and inferior forts, be charged 30 reals per 
pound on 1 and but 10 reals 9 
an 
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and by an arret, July 13. 1692, leave 1s given * 
export them upon paying 4 reals per poufid; 
duty that does not amount to half per cent. 

That fine lace imported pay 1 50 reals per pound, 
and a reals exported ; and by the tarif of 1667 the 
duty upon importation was advanced to 2 50 reals, 
whilſt that upon exports continued upon the fame 
foot of 2 reals per pound. 

By the ſaid tarif of 1664, it is ordered that 
ſilks imported pay 15 reals per pound; and 3+ ex- 

ted. 

That a horks, whoſe value ſhould not exceed 
30 dollars, pay 15 reals upon importation, but 
thoſe of a higher price, 100 reals one with ano- 
ther. 


Horſes, he and ſhe mules for the ſaddle or bur- 
den, 30 reals exported ; and if they were ſmall, and 


deſigned for labour, ro reals. 


Muſkets, piſtols and other fire arms imported 


10 reals per quintal, and 15 exported. 
Gunpowder imported 15 reals per quintal, and 
20 exported. 


N. B.. The 4 laſt article are inſerted to ſhea, that 


France trades even in horſes, arms and gunpuwder 


in imitation of Holland, Germany, Sweden, and 


other well governed ſtates, becauſe money is gained 
by this traffick, and this <vell managed gires law 
to the world, both in peace and War. | 


Fine tapeſtries imported, pay 600 reals per 
quintal, and 665 exported; and by an arret of 1667 
the duty upon importation was advanced to 1000 
rea's per quintal. 

By the above tarif of 1664. it is ordered, that a 
quintal of paper imported pay 73 reals, and but 4 

Vor: I. H exported ; 
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98 The TxEoRy and PRACTICE 
exported ; and by an arret of July 13. 1692, every 
ream of paper imported is charged 74 reals Vellon, 
which is above 200 reals per quintal ; but the 
former duty of 4 reals per quintal laid upon exports 
ſtill continued, which does not reach one and a 
half per cent. 

It is ordered by: the dane or of $664, that 
| white ſoap imported pay 173 reals Vellon per quin- 
tal, and 4 exparted ; and by the tarif of 1667, 
a-quintal imported pays 40 reals. 

By the tarif of 1664 it was ſettled, that criſ- 
tals imported pay x25. reals per quintal, and only 
1.5 exported ; and his moſt chriſtian majeſty after- 
wards, in conſideration that the great quantity of 
eriſtals imported, and moſtly for ſuperfluous or- 
naments drained the kingdom of large ſums, and 
was a diſcouragement to the fabrick of criſtals in 
France, laid a duty of 2000 reals. per quintal upon 
imports, whilſt the duty upon exports. continued 
on the old ou of 15 reals per 1 80 


6 


Arret of June 7. 1701. 


"His moſt chriſtian majeſty being cd that 
the duty of 50 reals Vellon per quintal, which 
the linnens of Marigny, and other parts about 
Coutance in the province of Normandy paid 
upon exportation, was a diſcouragement to the 
trade in this commodity at Cadiz for the Indies, 
reduced the duty to 172 reals per quintal ; which 
is not one per cent of its value. This reduction 
afterwards extended to other linnens in thoſe parts. 
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Arret of September 20. 1701. 


His majeſty in conſideration of the great decreaſe 
in the exportation of ivory, ſhell and other forts of 
combs, made in France for Spain, Italy and Por- 
tugal, a traffick that brought large ſums into his 


dominions, and alſo employed a great number of 


hands in the craft, ordered with a view to recover, 


and preſerve this branch of trade, that they ſhould 
pay only 10 reals Vellon per quintal upon ex- 


portation, in lieu of 5 per cent of their value, 
charged upon them before, ſo that the new duty 
fell ſhort of half per cent . 


Arret of December 24. 1701. 
It was repreſented to his moſt chriſtian majeſty 


by his royal council of commerce, that it would 
be an effectual means to encourage and enlarge the 


commerce of his majeſty's ſubjects, as well as the 


fabricks of the kingdom, and at the fame time 
favour the exportation of their own manufactures, 
provided the duties upon the exportation of ſome 
of the principal commodities, that ſhould be ma- 
nufactured in his majeſty's dominions, were whol- 
ly taken off, and thoſe upon others reduced lower, 


it being certain that ſuch indulgences and abate- 


ments, far from turning out to the prejudice of the 
royal revenues, would conſiderably augment them, 


* A quintal in France regularly confiſts of a hundred pounds of 
16, 0Z. A hundred Paris pounds weigh 10mewhat more than a hun- 
dred Caſtilian pounds of 10 ounces, but this difference is too triſling 
to be taken notice of in theſe regulations. 
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from the greater quantities of merchandiſe ſent a- 
broad, by means of this exemption from the duties 
upon exports, which would cauſe a greater con- 
ſumption of materials, whoſe duties upon impor- 
tation would be conſiderably augmented, and the 
revenue, that would have been received upon ex- 
ports, be made amends for; and alſo, as the com- 
modities, upon which the duty of exportation 
ſhould be reduced, would be ſent abroad in larger 
quantities to foreign parts, this increaſe would 
yield a re; enue, equal at leaſt to that of the 
{mall quantity before exported, and which paid 
the higher duties then chargeable. Upon theſe 
confiderations he ordered that all gold and fil- 
ver tiſſue, ribbons, fattins flowered and plain, 

elvets, damaſk flowered with gold and ſilver, 
nd all other gold and filver ſtuffs ; ; as allo ſilks, 
velvets, fattins, damaſls, taffatas, ribbons, and all 
other ſilks whatſoever, . be exported out of France 
free of duty, _ 

And that ſtuffs made of thread, hair or wool, 
mixt with filk; cloths, and other ſtuffs of wool, 
or hair, or mixt; linnens, &c. as alſo hats, be ex- 
ported paying only a moiety of the duties charged 
by the tarif of 1664. So that 30 French yards of 
fine cloth, by this laſt regulation, is charged ſome- 
thing leſs than 4 reals per piece upon exportation, 
which is not a quarter per cent. It was alſo per- 
' mitted, that paper, white, grey, blue, and other 
colours, printed books, cards and paſte-board, 
ſhould be exported out of the kingdom free of duty; 
and thouzh afterwards at the inſtance of the far- 
mer-gener ral of the revenue, ſome alteration was 
made in reſpect to their being exported duty free, 
the duties upon exports ſtill remained upon a very 

moderate 
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moderate footing, ſince many of theſe commo- 
dities paid not one per cent. 

Buy an arret of July 14. 1703, it is obſerved, that 
as it had been repreſented ta his moſt chriſtian 
majeſty, that fince the late union between the two 
crowns of Spain and France, there had been ſet up 
in his kingdom manufacturies of bays, perpets and 
ſerges, calculated for the commerce of Spain and 
America, in imitation of thoſe made in England, 


of Which there was great conſumption in the Spa- 


niſh dominions; and that theſe new fabricks of 
France were in equal perfection with the Engliſh, 
and if they could be ſold at the ſame price, a con- 
ſiderable trade might be opened for them in Spain, 


and that to gain this point it would be convenient 
to free them from all duty upon exportation, as 


they do in England upon ſuch as are ſhipped for 
Spain; or at leaſt to reduce the duty lower, in 
order to enable them to ſupply the Spaniards at the 
price the Engliſh do: From theſe motives his 
moſt chriſtian majeſty, by the above arret, per- 
mitted the ſaid woven commodities to be exported 
out of the kingdom, upon payment only of 2+ 


reals Vellon per quintal ; a duty ſo trifling, that it 


does not amount to half per cent of its value, 10 


that it would be no obſtruction to the commerce, 


Or exportation. 


3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


Other examples f the cuſtoms in France upon 
materials, &c. 


Y the tarif of 1664 it is ordered, that bars 
of gold and filver be entered free into France, 
but that gold and filver wrought be exported by a 
paſſport, and pay 6 per cent. 

That Brafil wood and other materials for dying 
imported, pay 3 reals per quintal, and exported be 
charged 5 reals per quintal. 

That moulds and letters for printing Pay 15 
reals per quintal imported. 

That hemp prepared for ſpinning pay 2 4 reals 
per quintal imported, and 12 4 reals exported. 

That crude hemp in bundles pay 2 reals per 
quintal imported, and 7 + exported. 

That white wax (which is conſidered as a ma- 
nufacture) be charged 50 reals per quintal import- 


ed, and 20 exported ; and yellow wax (which is 
reckoned in ſome meaſure a material, becauſe it 


yields a large profit to thoſe that compound - and 
blanch it) pay 20 reals imported, and 30 export- 
ed. But his moſt chriſtian majeſty, being will- 
ing to favour ſtill more the blanchers and refiners 
of wax in his kingdom, decreed by an arret of 
February 3. 1708. that white wax pay 100 reals 
per quintal imported, leaving the duty upon yel- 


low wax as before, at 20 reals per quintal import- 


ed, and that all white wax exported ſhould pay 
no duty. 

That ſhears, for ſhearing cloths, imported, pay 
5 reals, and 25 exported, upon account of their 
being tools neceſſary for the manufactories. 


That 
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That a pound of ſewing ſilk (which is already 
in ſome ſort a manufacture, beſides the charge of 
dying) ſhould pay 5 reals imported, and 3 export- 
ed; but raw ſilk, a mere material, pay but three 
fourths of a real per pound imported, and 5 reals 
exported. 3 N 
That a quintal of wool imported ſhould pay 10 
reals, and 75 exported; and by an arret of March 
16. 1688. his moſt chriſtian majeſty, in conſidera- 
tion that the vaſt exportation of wool to foreign 
countries was a great prejudice to the manufacto- 
ries of the kingdom, laid a duty of 100 reals 
upon every quintal exported ; whilſt the fmall 
duty of 10 reals upon its importation was conti- 
nued. 8 


CHAP. XXII. 


Several other proviſions in France in favour of ma- 
nufattories and trade. 


l V an arret of May 28. 1697. the exporta- 


tion of old linnen, rags, &c. was prohibit- 
ed, as it was prejudicial to their own fabricks of 


paper and cards, under the penalty of confiſcation, 
and a fine of a loco dollars, one moiety thereof 
to the informer. 5 
By an arret of 1687. his moſt ehriſtian majeſty 
prohibited the exportation of thread out of the 
province of Britany in order to ſupport the linnen 
manufactories of that province, and by another 
of May 25. 1700. confirmed this prohibition, 
and forbad alſo the exportation of flax and hemp 
under the penalty of confiſcation of theſe com- 
modities; as alſo trooper's horſes, barks, hips 


and other veſſels, under a fine of 5co dollars for 
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the firſt offence, and a ſeverer chaſtiſement 
upon a repetition; and in caſe of their being ſhip- 
ped for other provinces of France, that they be ob- 
liged to give bond to bring a certificate in the ſpace 
of 2 months, under the penalty of paying double 
the value of what they ſhall have ſhipped, and 
500 livres more. | Of wy 
His moſt chriſtian majeſty, ſenſible that ſmall 
quantities of iron and ſteel were imported for the 
wares uſually made of theſe two materials, ordain- 
ed, by an arret of April 2. 170!, that ſteel 
| ſhould pay only 15 reals per quintal imported, 
inſtead of the 3o it paid before, and iron in bars 
'9 reals per thouſand weight, inſtead of 65 reals; 
and it being expedient for the fame reaſon that the 
importation of this material is encouraged, that 
the exportation of it ſhould be diſcouraged, he 
therefore ordered 5o reals to be charged upon a 
thouſand weight exported. el Ph 
That a lock imported pay 7 + reals, and only 
one exported ; and in the ſame proportion he re- 
gulated the duties upon the other wares of iron 
and ſteel. | 
In the ſubſidy, lately eſtabliſhed in France, 
called the tenth penny, there was an exception in 
favour of the inhabitants of Lyons by an arret of 
July 1712. for the ſake of trade and encourage- 
ment of induſtry, leſt there be a decay in thoſe 
curious and rich manufactures, that are ſo much 
valued and purchaſed in all the four quarters of 
the world. Ts f . 
To encourage the woollen manufactures of 
Languedoc, and facilitate their vent in the eaſt, 
his moſt chriſtian majeſty, by an arret of October 
3. 1712. granted the manufacturers, and mer- 
8 chants 
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chants of that province an exemption from the 
duty upon cachinille imported, as far as 2 10 quin- 
tals annually, under certain reſtrictions. 
Benſible of the bad quality of the ſilk brought 
to France from the Eaſt Indies and China, and 
that the commodities made of it, were very defec- 
ive, and brought under diſreputation ſuch as were 
made in the kingdom of good French, Spaniſh or 
Italian ſilk, the importation of ſilk from China, or 
the Indies, as well as the ſilks from thoſe parts, 
was prohibited by an arret of March 13. 1714. 
His moſt chriſtian majeſty deſirous that the 


province of Languedoc be well ſupplied with 
wooll for their manufactories, by an arret of April 


7. 1714. prohibited the buying up wool in the 


ſaid province to ſend abroad, under pain of con- 


fiſcation and a fine of 1000 dollars. 

His majeſty in conſideration there was great 
quantity of grain in Languedoc the laſt harveſt, 
and a favourable proſpect of fine crops the next 
ſeaſon, by an arret of Auguſt 1703 permitted 


them to export grain to foreign countries free of 
all duty. : „5 


By an arret of September 9. 1713. his moſt 


chriſtian majeſty granted an exemption from the 
duties of imports for ten years upon bacalao, 
and oyls that ſhould proceed from the fiſhery of 


E hiz own ſubjects, in L'iſle Royal, before called 
the iſland of cape Breton, in order to encourage 
the trade and fiſhery, but under certain reſtric- ' 


tions; 


And by another arret of December 30. 1713. 


his moſt chriſtian majeſty permitted ſuch of his 
own ſubjects as were engaged in the fiſhery of 
bacalao, to export free of duty the ſtores, arms, 

3 ammu- 
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ammunition, utenſils, wine and proviſions, that 
ſhould be ſhipped on board the veſſels employed 
in the ſaid fiſhery, as alſo the ſalt neceſſary to 
cure their fiſh. e 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Penalties and precautions againſt ſinugglers, and 
other proviſions. 


Note, theſe penalties are not propoſed as exampln 
for our imitation in all their rigour, but only 1 
put us in mind of providing ſuch as ſhall ſeen 
more juſtifiable. PTE ty 


Y the royal ordinance of 1687. ſeveral penal 
laws were enacted againſt the guards, &c. 

that ſhould have an underſtanding with the mer- 
chants to favour frauds; and by another of 
September 20. 1701. it was enacted, that every 
trader or merchant, concerned in defrauding the 
king of his duties ſhould be declared infamous, 
and incapable of any buſineſs or traffick during 
life ; in conſequence of which they were prohi- 
bited carrying it on, it being alſo enjoined, that 

no perſons whatever ſhould have any commerce 
or correſpondence with them in point of trade; 
and that their ſhops ſhould be walled up, ther 
coats of arms and titles eraſed, and their names 
and ſirnames written upon a tablet, to be ſet up in 
the hall or court of conſular juriſdiction, if there 
be one in the ſame town, and if not, in that near- 
eſt to it; that their factors, agents, (not traders 
or merchants) the carriers, and others, that ſhould 
be concerned in theſe frauds, be expoſed to publick 
ſhame in the pillory, during three market days; 


and 
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and that the receivers, comptrollers, overſeers, 
guards and others employed in the cuſtom-houſes, 
accomplices alſo in theſe frauds, be condemned to 


the gallies for ꝙ years, and their places confiſcated 


to the uſe of his moſt chriſtian majeſty. 
The penalty of death is alſo by other ancient 
edits denounced againſt the officers of the revenue, 


that have made, or ſhall cauſe to be made falſe 


| regiſters, or have given falſe copies of them, fign- 


ö ed with their own hand; or counterfeited the 


ö hand of the judges, and other commiſſioners. 
| Thatany private perſon, on whom the crown has 


a demand, who ſhall have counterfeited the marks 


of perſons employed in the cuſtom houſes, their 
| licenſes, receipts, paſſports, certificates, and other 


| inftruments,. be condemned for the firſt time to be 


| whipped and baniſhed for 5 years, with a fine 
| that ſhall not be leſs than a fourth part of his ef- 
feats; and in caſe of his offending a ſecond time, 
| to the gallies for ꝙ years, with a fine that ſhall 
| not be leſs than a moiety of his effects. 


By an arret of July 21. 1699. it is ordered 


| that Flanders lace be not brought into France, ex- 
cept it be entered in the cuſtom-houſe of Peronne, 


| under pain of confiſcation, and a fine of 3000 
livres. IO 


By an arret of April 20. 1700. it is decreed 


| that filk or woollen ſtockings brought by ſea 


| de entered only in the ports of Calais and St. Va- 


| By an arret of February 1. 1701. that Spaniſh 


ilk be only exported by Narbonne, and proceed 


directly for Lyons. 
A reflection. It has been thought proper to produce 


theſe, and other cæamſ les of the like kind, in or- 
der 
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dier to manifeſt the authority ſovereigns are ix. 
ve ſted with to order merchandiſe, &c. to be in. 
ported and exported under certain reſtrictions, 
thoſe places which they ſhall pleaſe to preſcrite, 
whether it be to prevent the favourable opportuni. 
ties ſome plates have more than others, for commit. 
ing frauds, or for other motives, that ſuch lini. 
tations. and other inſtances of æconomy be provid. 
ea, for the encouragement of commerce, and na- 
nufa&tories in their own kingdom. 
| The French having complained of the hard. 
ſhips they ſuſtained in England, where they could 
Not trade with the ſame advantages, and upon the 
fame footing the Engliſh did in France, and as it 
had been ſtipulated by treaties, his moſt chriſtian 
majeſty, by an arret of September 6. 1701. pro- 
hibited the importation of ſeveral woven, and other 
commodities, of the produce of England, and 
impoſed heavy duties upon other commodities 
and fruits which he allowed to be brought from 
that kingdom, ſome of them being ſo excefſive 
as to amount to 50 per cent. of their value. The 
acts of injuſtice, which the Engliſh had commit 
ed againſt the French, are recited in that arret. 
His moſt chriſtian majeſty, by an arret of July 
10. 1703. ordered that all merchandiſe from the 
Levant, brought either in foreign or French ſhips, 
after the ſaid merchandiſe had been entered in fo- 
reign countries, ſhould pay at entry into France, 
a duty of 20 per cent. of its value over and above 
the cuſtomary duties; and the tarif of the faid 
| commaodities is recited, in order to regulate thi 
li addition to the duties, - 
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Note. The importation of cottons, gold and ſilver 
| Puffs, filks and other woven commodities from the 
| Levant are prohibited in France. © 
| By anarretof Auguſt 9. 1707. it was prohibit- 
ed to export out of the kingdom, gold and ſilver, 
or copper under pain of death, and confiſcation 
of theſe commodities, together with the carriages, 
horſes, mules, ſhips or other veſſels, that ſhall 
| have been employed to tranſport them ; and it is 
ordered alſo, that half of what ſhall be confiſcat- 
ed be given to the informer, who ſhall give notice 
of ſuch extraction. 5 
Obſervation. The reward iſually granted in France 
to the informer is greater, than what is allowed 
in Spain or elſewhere , which ſerms to be ꝛvell 
calculated fer the diſcovery and better detection of 
frauds, and to take away all tempration, lo com- 
pound with the proprietor, or agent for the mer- 
| chandiſe. A hs 
| His moſt chriſtian majeſty deſirous of encou- 
| raging the fiſhery for ſardines upon the coaſt of 
Britany prohibited the entry of ſardines from Eng- 
land, and other foreign countries, by an arret of 
Auguſt 24. 1715. under pain of confiſcation of 
the ſaid fiſh, and the veſſels that brought them, 
and a fine of 1000 dollars upon the merchants of 
that kingdom, that ſhould accept any conſign- 
ments of the ſaid fardines from abroad. 


. 
- 
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CHAP. XXV. 


Honours, penſions, and other indulgences granted in 
France in favour of manufattures, 


O avoid being tedious I ſhall not particu- 
lariſe the various penſions, indulgences, and 
other encouragements that have been diſtributed 
In France to encourage, reward and engage many 
ſkilful maſters and artificers of feveral kinds, who 
have undertaken to ſet up fabricks of cloth, filk, 


camel and goat's hair, criſtals and other commo- 


dities, that now flouriſh in that kingdom, for the 
improvement of which it appears from an arret 


of 1664. that Lewis XIV. yearly appropriated a 


million of livres, a ſum, which at that time was 
above 500,000 crowns Vellon, excluſive of in- 
dulgences in the cuſtoms, and ſeveral other ways. 
I ſhall only produce three inſtances, literally tranſ- 


lating the words of James Savary de Bruſlons, au- 


thor of the dictionary of commerce, publiſhed in 
the year 1723. by Philemon Lewis Savary, who 


gives us more particulars than any other writer, 


together with the motives for the eſtabliſhment, 
aud the ſucceſs the fabricks of cloth have found 
in Sedan, and Abbeville, which are in fo great 
perfection, that the former equal, and the latter 


excel thoſe of England; as alſo what he ſays of 
the fabricks of rich and prime tapeſtry, and other 


manufactures, that have been ſet up, and {till 
flouriſh in the Gobelines. The account this au- 
thor gives us very particularly, is as follows. 

ce have already had occaſion more than once, 


<« and ſhall hereafter be obliged, to ſpeak of ſeve- 


« ral maſters, that have made themſelves famous 
in 
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in France by ſetting up different ſorts of manu- 
factories. This would be a proper place to take 


notice of the many perſons, eminent for under- 
takings of this kind, ſince the French turned 


their thoughts this way, and particularly ſince 
the reign of Henry IV. but as they are very nu- 
merous, I ſhall attempt only to give ſome ac- 
count of two, who are ſo much diſtinguiſhed 


in their profeſſion, and to whom France is ſo 
far obliged, that they no longer envy the beau- 


tiful cloths, black as well as colours, that are 


made in Spain, England and Holland, fince 


they themſelves have ſet up this fabrick, and 
raifed it to the utmoſt perfection. One of theſe 
is Nicholas Cadeau, to whom the manufacture 


of Sedan owes its birth and perfection ; the 
other Joſſe Vanrobais, who ſet up that of Ab- 
beville, which has been, and ſtill is in high 


reputation. 
« The former a native of France, entering in- 


* to partnerſhip in the year 1646. with John Bi- 


net, and Yves de Marſeilles, two merchants of 
Paris, rich and able as himſelf, obtained a pa- 


tent granted at Fontainbleau, for his new ma- 
nufacture, in the month of July the fame year. 


. BY this patent the partners obtained the 
privilege of being for the ſpace of 20 years the 


ſole directors of the manufacture of woollen 


cloths, black as well as all other colours, that 


ſhould be made after the fabrick and manner of 
Dutch cloths. 


2. The three directors, and their children, 


that were already, or ſhould hereafter be born, 
were made nobility, and honoured with all the 
<« titles 
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cc 


cc 


ce 


titles and privileges the noble families of France 
enjoy. : 
« 3. A ſpecial commiſſion was granted to them, 


and their iſſue, during the 20 years of their 


patent. 


« 4. Their foreign workmen were declared 


* deniſons, and both the French and foreigners 


diſcharged from all taxes, ſubſidies, quartering 


of ſoldiers, &c. and the ſame immunity was 


alſo extended to the houſes or lodgings of the 
directors, and every place, where the fabricks 
ſhould be carried on. „ 

« 5. The cloths made in their manufactory 
were exempt from being viſited by the civil of- 
ficers, or the maſters and wardens of the trad- 


ing companies; and the king reſerved to him- 


ſelf the right of judging all offences againſt this 


c ordinance, if any ſhould happen. 


« 6. They were allowed to ſet up a brewery 
for malt liquor, both for the uſe of themſelves, 
their family and clarks; and alſo to fell it to 
their workmen without paying any excite, tax, 
&c. during the ſaid 20 years. 95 

C 7. Laſtly, his majeſty, willing to add profit 
to theſe honours, not only gave an annual pen- 
fion of 500 livres to each of the three directors 
during life, but alſo granted them the ſum of 
8000 livres yearly, during the 20 years of their 
patent. This he gave as a donation to them, 
and their heirs, to relieve the great expence ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment could not fail to engage them 
in at firſt. 


One may ſay that the ſucceſs went far beyond 


the hopes, we at firſt conceived of this new 
manufactory. The cloths, which go under the 
name 


ec 


cc 
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name of Sedans, from the city where the fa- 


brick was ſet up, may juſtly be eſteemed the 
moſt beautiful of the kind, if thoſe of Abbe- 


ville, I am going to ſpeak of, had not a party, 


that contend at leaſt for an equality. 

« 'The excluſive privilege of the Sieur Cadeau 
was upon the point of expiring, when Myn- 
heer Joſſe Vanrobais a Dutch merchant made 
a propoſal to ſet up a new manufacture of fe 
cloths, at Abbeville in Picardy, in imitation of 
thoſe of Spain and Holland. 

« The patent, he obtained in the month of 


October 1669. contains the following remark- 


able clauſes. 


« 1. That he ſhould ſet on foot 30 woollen 


looms with as many fulling mills, as ſhould: be 


neceſſary, and procure 5o Dutch workmen to 


be employed in the manufactory. 
* 2. That there be granted paſſports to the 
workmen, and an exemption from the duties, 


for the looms, cloths, wool, and other neceſſaries 
in this eſtabliſhment. 


« 3. That proper places be aſſigned him for 


erecting two fulling mills, one of them a wind 
mill, the other a water mill, and ſuch build- 


ings as ſhould be wanted for the fabrick, and 


to lodge the workmen, with full liberty to 
chuſe the ſaid workmen, even dyers, brafiers, 
carders, ſhearers, &c. and without any of the 
companies having power to diſturb him under 
a pretence the ſaid workmen are not free. 


« 4. That he himſelf, his children, partners 


and workmen, that are foreigners, be, declared 


deniſons of France, and exempt from all taxes, 
Yor, 1. I 1 « ſub- 
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ſubſidies, city impoſts and quartering of ſol- 


would be at in ſetting out, the king not only 


diers. | 

eg. That he be allowed to build at his own 
expence for the uſe of his family and workmen, 
a brewery exempt alſo from exciſe, or other 
8 . 

« 6. Laſtly, to encourage this eſtabliſhment, 
and defray in part the expences, the projector 


gave him as a free donation the ſum of 3 2000 
livres paid at one time, and the quantity of 8 
minots of falt for every year of the 20, which 
his patent contained, at the price fold to the 


merchants, but alſo 2000 livres for every loom 


he ſhould ſet up within the 3 firſt years. How- 


ever, theſe laſt ſums were granted him but as 


a loan, and were to be repaid without intereſt, 


<« Joſeph Vanrobais having punctually fulfilled 
his engagements, obtained in 168 1. a renewal 


of his patent for 15 years longer, in his own 


name, and that of Iſaac Vanrobais, his eldeſt 
brother, on condition of ſetting up 50 looms 


inſtead of 3o, and in conſideration of this the 


king made him a free gift of 20000 livres over 
and above the 80000 livres, which the loan 
amounted to, that had been lent him during 
the 3 firſt years of his former patent. 
* In 1698. a third renewal was alſo granted 
for 10 years to Meſſ. Iſaac and Joſeph Vanro- 
bais brothers and ſons of the projector, who 
had mounted 80 looms in their manufactory. 
In ſhort the looms in this manufactory ex- 
ceeding 100, in the year 1708. and Joſeph 
Vanrobais, in partnerſhip with his brother Iſaac's 
widow, ambitious of raiſing new 1 
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and extending farther this happy and great eſ- 
tabliſhment, which has not perhaps its like, 
obtained the ſame year a continuation of their 

atent for 15 more, with new privileges and 


immunities for themſelves, their workmen and 


partners. The king alſo in favour of the part- 
ners gave the nobility leave to enter into this aſſo- 
ciation, without its being any imputation upon 
their honour. _ ” 

Thus far the author extends his account touch- 


ing the woollen manufactories of Sedan and Abbe- 
ville. As to the tapeſtry, and other curious ma- 
nufactures, that have been ſet up, and ſtill continue 
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in the Gobelines, he ſpeaks thus, 


« By the name of the Gobelines we mean a 
manufactory eſtabliſhed in Paris at the end of 
the ſuburbs of St. Marcel for the fabrick of the 
royal tapeſtry and furniture. 


„ The houſe, where this manufacture is now 


carried on, was built by two brothers, whoſe 
names were Gobelines, that firſt brought to 


Paris the ſecret of that beautiful ſcarlet dye, 


which has preſerved their name, as well as the 
little river Bievre, on whoſe banks they erected 
their building, and which ever ſince has ſcarce 
been known at Paris, by any other name, than 
that of the river Gobelines. 


In the year 1667 this place changed its name 


from the folly of the Gobelines, which it had 
hitherto borne, to that of the royal hotel des 
Gobelines, by virtue of an edit, Lewis XIV. 
publiſhed the ſame year, in the month of 
November. 32 
The promoter of this eſtabliſhment was Mon- 
ſieur Colbert, ſuperintendant of the buildings, 
12 gardens, 
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gardens, arts and manufactures of France, of 
whom it is not poflible to ſay too much, or give 
too high a commendation, in a dictionary of 
commerce, ſince he has done ſo much to make 
it flouriſh in this kingdom, and to ſpur on the 
French to extend it to foreign countries, even 
to the moſt diſtant nations. 
The royal palaces he had quite rebuilt and 
ornamented, particularly the Louvre and the Thu- 
illeries, the latter of which had been finiſhed 
under his direction, and the magnificent and 
inimitable front of the other was almoſt raiſed, 
put this miniſter, who was always attentive to 
the glory of his king and country, upon think- | 
ing how to procure furniture, ſuitable to the 
grandeur of the ſuperb buildings the king had 
ordered to be erected. 
« With this view Monſieur Colbert collected 
together ſome of the moſt able workmen of the 
kingdom in all forts of manufactures and arts, 
particularly painters, tapeſtry weavers, engravers, 
goldſmiths, and workers in ebony. He invited 
allo! into France many of the above profeſſions, 
who were moſt famous in foreign countries. 
For theſe he obtained honourable privileges and 
conſiderable penſions; and in order to render the 
eſtabliſhment he projected more ſecure, pre- 
vailed upon the king to make a purchaſe of the 
Hotel des Gobelines for the manufactory, and 
to preſcribe ſuch rules, as would enſure the con- 
tinuance, and ſettle the management of it. 
« The edict of 1067, which we have menti- 
oned above, gave the finiſhing hand to this 
project by the 17 articles it contains. 
« After the PR of the edi, in which is 
« inſerted 


_ 


of COMMERCE, &c. 117 
inſerted that of Henry IV. in 1607 for ſetting up 


a manufacture of tapeſtry in the fame ſuburbs 
of St. Marcel, and the declarations and rules laid 


down in conſequence of it, the king ordains and 


decrees, 

« 1. That the manufacture of tapeſtry and other 
works be eſtabliſhed in the Hotel, called des 
Gobelines, and the houſes and parts depending 
upon it, and belonging to his majeſty ; and that 


over the principal gate be ſet up a marble with 
this inſcription under the arms of France. The 


royal mani factory of the crown-furniture. 

« 2, That the ſaid manufactures, and what- 
ever depends upon them, be under the conduct 
and adminiſtration of the Sieur Colbert, ſuper- 
intendant of the buildings, arts and manufac- 
tures of France, and his ſucceſſors in that office. 
« 3. That the particular direction of it be under 
the care of the Sieur le Brun, in quality of 
director, and in caſe of a vacancy under another 


director of abilities and ſkill in the art of paint- 


ing, appointed by the ſuperintendant of the 


buildings, to form deſigns for the tapeſtries, 
ſculpture, and other works, to ſee them put in 
execution, and have the conduct and inſpection 


of the workmen. 


* 4. That the ſuperintendant of the buildings, 


and the director under him, take care to ſupply 


the manufactory with good painters, maſters in 


the art of tapeſtry, goldſmiths, founders, gravers, 
lapidaries, carvers in ebony and wood, dyers 


and other good workmen in all the arts and 


crafts eſtabliſhed in the ſaid hotel. 


« 5. That there be every year drawn out and 
« ſtated, an account of the maſters and workmen 


I 3 « by 
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by the faid ſuperintendant ; in order to their 
having their wages and ſtipends ſettled, and 
paid by the treaſurer of the buildings. =» 

*« 6. That there be maintained in the ſaid ma- 
nufactory 60 children at the expence of his ma- 
jeſty; and for the ſupport of each of them, that 
there be paid to the director 2 50 livres, by the 
ſaid treaſurer in the ſpace of 5 years; viz. in the 
firſt year 100 livres, the ſecond 7 5, the third 
39, the fourth 25, and the fifth 20 livres. 

. That the children from their admiſſion 
into the ſaid houſe be put into the ſeminary of 
the director, over which he ſhall appoint a 
maſter painter, under himſelf, who ſhall have 
the care of their education and inſtruction, with 
an intent, that they ſhall be afterwards put ap- 


Province to the maſters of the ſeveral arts and 


trades ſettled in the ſaid hotel. 


« 8. That the ſaid children, after an appren- 


ticeſhip of 6 years, and 4 years ſervice more 
in the ſaid manufactories, even apprentices to 
goldimiths, though they ſhall not be ſons of 
maiters, be qualified to take and keep a ſhop 
in their ſeveral arts and trades, both in Paris, and 
any other town in the kingdom, without being 
obliged to undergo an examination, or do more 
than preſent themſelves before the maſters and 
wardens of their reſpective arts and trades, for 
admiſſion into the company without any charge, 
upon a ſingle teſtimonial of the ſaid ſuperinten- 


oy of the buildings, 


However that ſuch of the faid children, as 
gal have been employed for a year in the ma- 
nufactures of the ſaid hotel, with the conſent of 
air fathers and mothers, and ſhall after that 


wy © time 
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time go away without leave from the ſuper- 
intendant, be declared incapable of being free 


of the trade, at which they had been employed 


in the hotel. 


C 10. That the workmen, who ſhall have 


been employed 6 years together in the ſaid ma- 


nufactories be admitted in like manner, to be 


maſters in the uſual form, as above, upon the 
certificate of the ſuperintendant of the buildings. 


« 11. That the workmen employed in the 120 


manufactories be diſtributed in houſes near the 


hotel des Gobelines, and that 12 of the ſaid 
houſes, which they ſhall inhabit, have centinels, 
and be exempt from quartering ſoldiers. 


« 72, That foreign workmen employed, and 


actually ſerving in the ſaid hotel, happening to 


die, poſſeſs the privilege of natives, and their 


effects go to thoſe that ſhall legally inherit; and 
that ſuch of the ſaid foreign workmen, as ſhall 
have laboured there for thn years, be alſo reck- 
oned true and native French, notwithſtanding 
they ſhall have left the manufactory after the 


ſaid term; and their inheritance be diſpoſed of 


as above, without any need of letters of natu- 

ralizaticn, or other proof than an extract of the 
eſent edict, and a certificate from the ſuper- 

intendant of the buildings. 

« 13. That all the faid workmen be exempt 

from wardenſhips, charges, watch and ward of 


the city, and other publick or perſonal offices, 


ſo long as they be employed in the manufac- 


ture, unleſs it be their own choice. 


14. That they be equally exempt from all 


taxes and impoſts, even though they ſhould 
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have gone out of places taxable, and in which 


they had even been aſſeſſed. 


* I5. That it be allowed the director to ſet up 
breweries in proper places to ſupply the workmen 
with beer, without any obſtruction from the 
company of brewers, or being obliged to pay 
©© 16. And that the workmen may not be inter- 
rapted in their labour by law-ſuits, which they, 
their families, or domeſticks may have in ſeve- 


ral or different juriſdictions, his majeſty appoints 


the maſters of the hotel for the time being, to 
take cogniſance of them upon the firſt action; 
and after an appeal, the parliament of Paris. 
* 17. Laſtly, all merchants and other perſons, 
of whatever quality or condition they may be, 
are prohibited from buying or importing the 
tapeſtries of foreign countries, or to fell or vend 
any foreign manufacture, except what was at 
that time in the kingdom, under the penalty 
of confiſcation of the ſame, and a fine of half 


the value of the tapeſtry confiſcated. 


It is from this royal manufactory des Gobe- 
Lines that ſo many curious works of all ſorts have 
proceeded, which ſerve for ornament to Ver- 
failles, and Marly, royal palaces that will al- 
ways raiſe the admiration of foreigners, and be 
fine monuments of the grandeur of that potent 
prince, for whom they were built, furniſhed and 
ornamented. In this hotel there have been alſo 
educated ſo many able workmen, who have 
gone out of it, fince its firſt foundation, and 
been diſtributed all over. the kingdom, and eſ- 
pecially in the capital, where they have adyanced 
the polite arts to ſo high a degree, that the 

3 | French 
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« French ſcarce any longer envy or lament the 
« curious works of the Greeks and Romans. 

« One may fay alſo, that tapeſtries were ad- 
« yanced to the higheſt perfection during the ſu- 
« perintendance of Monſieur Colbert, and Mon- 
« ſieur Louvois; and it is a point in doubt whe- 
« ther England or Flanders have produced any 
« thing ſuperior to Alexander's battles, the four 
« ſeaſons, the four elements, the royal palaces, 
“ and the hiſtory of the principal acts of Lewis 
« XIV. from his marriage to the firſt conqueſt of 
« Franche-Compte, wrought at Gobelines from 
« the deſigns of the famous Monſieur le Brun. 
te The ſame may be ſaid with juſtice of the tapeſ- 
« tries Monſieur Louvois cauſed to be made durin 
« his ſuperintendancy, after the moſt beautiful 
« originals in the king's cabinet, of Raphael, Julio 
« Romano, and other famous painters in the 
« ſchools of Italy, which he firſt cauſed to be 
e drawn in larger dimenſions by the moſt able 
French painters, ſuch as la Foſſe, the two Coy- 
« pels, father and ſon, Jouvenet, Perſon, and 
« many others that were at that time. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Several other very eſſential proviſions made by the 
moſt chriſtian king Lewis XIV. both in favour of 
trade and navigation, and other points of civil 
government. 


THE long, very prudent and glorious reign 
of Lewis XIV. has left ſo many and ſuch 
illuſtrious examples to future ages, to ſhew how | 
to inſure the ſame ſucceſs he himſelf obtained in 
the grand affair of commerce, and other policics -4 ; 
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civil government, that I have thou ght proper to 
fabjom a ſhort account which J gave myſelf of that 


great monarch in my approbation of a book men- 
tioned above, under the title of, The commerce «f 


Holland, and of the reaſons for the tranſlation of it 
at Madrid in the year 1717, and referred to me 


by the royal council of Caſtile, * 

Lewis the great, in an edict of the year 1664 
«© was lamenting, that moſt of his ſubjects were 
naturally inclined to a lazy, inactive life, but 
« the vigour and influence of his glorious govern- 
< ment prevailed ſo much, that his ſubjects, as it 


Were changing their nature, ſhook off their in- 


* dolence, and during the courſe of his. long reign, 
< ſhewed themſelves to be the moſt active, in- 
« genious-and laborious people in Europe, parti- 
we cularly 1 in manufactures, commerce and naviga- 
« tion. To this ſpirit did not a little contribute 
« the zeal and abilities, that great miniſter John 
« Baptiſt Colbert exerted in purſuing the orders 
c of his moſt chriſtian majeſty, and N his 
«exalted maxims into execution. 

That prodigy of a monarch did with kis own 
ce eyes examine into the ſtate of his royal revenue, 
<« reformed the diſorder and confuſion he found it 
*in, and put it under ſo good a regulation, that 
tc he conſiderably improved it, while he eaſed his 


* ſubjects of ſeveral heavy loads by a reduction of 


te ſome, and an annihilation of other taxes, eſpe- 
* cially thoſe ſmall revenues, that yielded little to 


<« the treaſury, but were a heavy load upon the 
% common people, and as he found by experience, 


* that nothing was ſo likely to make his kingdom 


« flouriſh as trade, he made it his principal con- 
« cern to revive and improve it, | 


0b. 
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i Obſerving that the indulgences allowed to the 
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people on pretence of fairs, to facilitate buying 


and ſelling, or the barter of the fruits and com- 


modities of their own country, were abuſed 


and converted to the advantage of foreigners, 


and a great injury to the trade of his own ſub- 
jects, he reformed alſo this diſorder, by ſeveral 
regulations and wiſe proviſions. | 

« In every province he appointed commiſſi- 
oners to examine into the debts and -charges 


upon every trading company; the condition, 


management and diſpoſal of their revenues, and 
what charges or expences might be remitted. 
Thus by a thorough acquaintance- with their 
fituation he formed general and particular rules 
to prevent diſorders, eaſe their charges and ex- 
pence, pay off their debts, and ſettle regular 
payments for the future, appointing ' officers of 


zeal and abilities to do it annually ; by which 


proviſions and relief the people found themſelves 
in a condition to improve their commerce. 
« He ordered the repair of bridges, cauſeways, 
pavements, and other publick works, that were 


in ſo wretched a condition as to render travelling 
difficult, and the carriage of merchandiſe ex- 

. penſive. | | "a 
He made the high roads ſafe, and free 
to travellers, by cauſing robbers that infeſted 
them, to be ſeverely puniſhed, and obliging the 
prevoſts, and other juſtices appointed for this 


purpoſe, punctually to execute their office. 


He ordered his ports to be repaired, enlarged 


and protected in both ſeas, and new ones to be 
made, and executed his ſchemes with all the 
lucceſs and perfection the event manifeſts. 
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« He inſtituted ſeveral academies under the 


direction of able engineers to inſtru& youth in 
coſmography, the art of navigation, fortificati. © 


on, and the other branches of mathematicks, 


which have a reference to war either by ſea or 
land, not omitting the architecture, or building 3 
of ſhips. | 
« He cauſed to be drawn up very preciſe and 
well adjuſted ordinances for the ſervice, diſci Þ 
pline, hs. pay and fitting out of his fleet, 
the building of his ſhips, the government and I 


preſervation of the ports, and for the eſtabliſh- 


ment, and direction of the arſenals, docks and 


magaz ines. 


. He gave alſo ated rules for the navigation, 
freights, contracts, polity, fitting out and other 
concerns of merchantmen, and the form ofſÞ 
traffick in them, and deciding all their cauſs - 
and diſputes in theſe and any other points bye 
© ſhort proceſs. | 
* He made ſome rivers navigable, and opened 
ſeveral can ils with the deſign of conveying 
at the leaſt expence, both outwards and inwards 
the merchandiſe and fruits of his ſeveral pro- 
vinces, that they might mutually ſupply each 
other, without the heavy charge in tranſ porting 3 
them from place to place by horſes and carri- 
ages; and laſtly, proved the greatneſs of his ſoul, 


as well as power, in uniting the two ſeas by 
means of long and expenſive canals. 


At the ſame time, he employed his attention 


to revive navigation and a foreign trade, from 


ſenſe that foreigners had availed themſelves and 


grown powerful by an active commerce by ſea 


as well as that of coaſting from port to port in 
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one's own country. And as the few ſhips, his 


ſubjects had preſerved, were daily made prize 
upon his own coaſts by the corſairs of Barbary, 
for a preſent remedy to this evil, and other im- 
portant views, he fitted out a conſiderable fleet, 
both of ſhips of war and gallies, chaſtiſed the 
inſolence of thoſe corſairs, and obliged them to 


take refuge in their own ports; and to chaſtiſe 


the pirates farther, and make them take warn- 
ing, he cauſed them to be attacked in their own 
country, where he ſeiſed an advantageous poſt 


to keep them in awe for the future, 


« In ſhort, he ſecured the navigation of his ſub- 


« jects againſt every ſort of pirates, allowing them 


ſhips of war to convoy and preſerve their fleets ; 


and to encourage the building of ſhips, exemp- 
ted them from the tax of 50 ſols per ton, laid 


_ freights, and charged upon all foreign veſ- 
els. a 

« He cauſed the French colonies in the Indies 
to be fortified, and enlarged, eſtabliſhing his 
own royal authority there, and giving a new 
being to the adminiſtration of juſtice, that had 
been very corrupt. 


He invited andencouraged the nobles, either 
( ſingle or in partnerſhip to embark in trade as 


merchants, by ſea and land, declaring that it 


ſhould never be any imputation upon their ho- 


He formed an independant general council of 
commerce, conſiſting of miniſters and others of 
great experience and credit in trade, which 


© © councel was convened every 15 days in his 
© © majeſty's preſence, | 
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« At Roan, Lyons, and other cities of large 
« trade, he inſtituted particular aſſociations of 
« perſons ſkilful in this affair, in which was de-. 
e bated by men of experience upon the ſpot, and « 
« granted every thing that favoured its 1mprove- © 


cc 


ec ment, according to the ſituation and advantage; 1 „ 
« of each city and province. And an account 1 „ 
« was tranſmitted to his moſt chriſtian majeſty of | « 
cc every thing they reſolved upon, as well as what 1 


ce occurred. to them; this he ordered to be ex- 
c amined in the general council of commerce; and 
by this univerſal knowledge of the conſtitution 
| * of every one of his provinces, and the opinion 

ee. of men of moſt experience in all the kingdom 
ce aſſembled together, and members of that coun- 
eil he formed his royal decrees for the recovery, 
enlargement, and preſervation of trade in gene- 
ral, both at home and abroad, with an ” Be 


cc ticularly to its manufactories. 


cc 


ce 


<c 


He ordered theſe proviſions and maxim, + *© 

| e ſuitable to his royal ſoul, to be communicated | *© 

| to the tribunals both in the capital and out of 

| <« it, as alſo to the governors general of the pro- 
< vinces, to the intendants, and trading com- 
te panies of the principal cities and towns, ſhewing | *© 
ce them the particular attention his majeſty gave i © 
cc 


to this great affair, and ſtrictly enjoining them 
to exert the authority, he had inveſted in them, 
for the encouragement and protection of al 
© traders and merchants by adminiſtring juſtice to 
* them in a brief manner, in preference to all 
others, that they might not be drawn away 


« from their buſineſs by the chicanry and tricks 
<« of the law. 
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« By circular letters he encouraged all the tra- 


ders and merchants to apply directly to his moſt 


chriſtian majeſty in every thing that ſhould occur 


to them. 


« He invited them alſo to depute certain per- 


ſons of their own body to -be near his royal 
perſon, and repreſent to him their complaints 
and propoſals ; and in order to render more ci- 


fectual theſe proviſions, and ſecure the conti- 


nuance of them, he appointed alſo a miniſter 


for this purpoſe to be about his royal perſon, 
with a charge to hear their grievances, and ſo- 
licit inſtantly the meaſures, they ſhould ſtand in 


need of. 
« In each of the ſeveral places, where his moſt 


chriſtian majeſty uſed to reſide, he erected a 
court of commerce, where they might aſſemble, 


and conſult about trade. 


A million of livres he alſo aſſigned yearly, 
as an aid for the recovery of the manufactures, 
and other ends of commerce. 


« He baniſhed idleneſs by employing the poor 
and vagabonds to advantage, and made ſeveral 


other ordinances, and proviſions, that rendered 


his reign happy and glorious, but theſe I have 
not thought proper to mention here, as ] con- 
fine myſelf to ſuch as relate to the point in 
hand. | 


« But what gave life and ſpirit to all theſe pro- 


viſions was the reputation of the government, 


and the good faith he eſtabliſhed and maintain- 
ed by a certain and punctual execution of his 
propoſals and reſolutions, and a ſacred obſer- 
vance of all contracts and agreements made 


and 
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&« and others. And it was alſo a great encourage- 
« ment that his majeſty's whole life was a conti- 
e nued and vigilant protection of commerce and 
* e navigation, and imitated by the miniſters he 
| « had choſen for this important direction, and 
| « whom he alſo encouraged not only with repeat- 
« ed favours, but alſo ſupported againſt the " 
| « ples of envy and emulation; and without ſuch 
a powerful ſupport all his eſtabliſhments, though 
“ ſolid, prudent and intereſting, as the happy ef- 
« fects manifeſted, would have been defeated. 
„When we ſee theſe natural regulations of 
© commerce, executed and authoriſed by a great 
« king in a neighbouring monarchy, and whote 
« form of government is ſo like our own, and 
ce the examples of a republick, which this book 
« contains, the Spaniards ought not to be diſcou- 
« raged by an apprehenſion, which the malice of 
<« foreigners may have infected them with, that 
« what is practiſed in other kingdoms in reſpect 
« to commerce, cannot be done in this, ſince 
« it riſes or falls, not ſo much from the vigi— 
ce lance of private perſons, as the care and protec- 
tion of a government. 


„„en Wu 


The particular protection commerce has received 
from ſeveral great Rings of France. 


F Think it alſo not unſeaſonable to infert here 
I the ſubſtance of what Lewis Morreri, in his 
hiſtorical dictionary, of the impreſſion 1718. ſays W__ 
in regard to commerce, on which ſubje& he has WW 
among others the following reflections, „ 
# | 7, C0i- 8 ; 
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©"berlain of France was vacant by the death of 
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« Commerce 1s carried on within a kingdom, 
and in foreign parts. This powerful means of 
enriching ſtates has engaged and become the 
care of moſt kings, ſovereign princes, and 
republicks. Under the government of the firſt 
line of French kings, who reigned from the year 


418. down to 751. it is not known what 


the ſtate of trade was, becauſe thoſe princes 
regarding only conqueſts, were more attentive 
to the profeſſion of arms than to enrich the 
kingdom by traffick and commerce with foreign- 
ers. Charles the great, the ſecond prince of the 
ſecond line, deſirous of having commerce flou- 
rſh, created an office of king of the merchants, 
with an inſpection and ſuperintendancy over all 
perſons of that denomination, whoſe juriſdic- 


and city of note. 

“ The great chamberlain, an officer of the 
crown, and who had already the juriſdiction 
of arts and manufactories, was appointed in lieu 
of king of the merchants by Francis I. in 
544. This father of arts and letters was the 
firſt of our kings, that projected the introduc- 
tion of trade into France by diſtant voyages in- 
to the remote parts of the world. 

* By the orders he gave to admiral Chabot, 

Cape Breton was diſcovered, as far as Florida 
and Virginia, as allo the Marannan, and Cana- 
da in America. 

“He reſolved to fit out ſhips for the Eaſt In- 
dies, but his wars with the emperor Charles V. 

prevented it. 


« In 1545. the employment of grand cham- 
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Charles duke of Orleans, and his father king 
Francis I. annihilated the office and revived that 
of king of the merchants, which continued till 
Henry the great put an end to it, in 1587. and 
took upon himfelf the charge of commerce, 
and was very zealous in it, ſetting up a fabrick 
of tapeſtry at the Gobelines in the ſuburbs of 
St, Marcel, at Paris, and another of gilt leather 


hangings in the ſuburbs of St. Honore and 


Jacques; the mills of Eſtampe to ſplit and 
cut iron; a manufacture of gold and filver 
ſtuffs in the Place Royal; thoſe of gawſe, &c. 
in Mante ; of glafs at Paris and at Nevers, in 
imitation of thoſe at Venice, and ſeveral other 
uſeful manufactures. 


He formed allo a council of commerce made 


cc 


c 


La) 


cc 


bc 


rr — ———— — — —— —— * 


up of miniſters out of ſeveral tribunals, in which 


was debated and decided every thing relating to 
trade. | 


« In 1607 he appointed a new officer of maſter 


viſitor, and reformer general, to inſpect all the 


manufactories, which made up the principal 
branches of commerce. 
« Lewis XIV. has added to his conqueſts, plen- 


ty and riches in the kingdom, making the com- 


merce of the French flouriſh in all the four 
quarters of the world. The vigilance of Mon- 
ſieur Colbert contributed very much to this 
grand point.” 
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O11 AFP. VIII. 


Examples of the cuſtom-houſe duties, indulgences, 
and other proviſions of the Engliſh, for the im- 


provement and preſervation of trade. A king's 


ſpeech to bis parliament for a regulation 4 the 
duties, and other affairs. 


HE utmoſt diligence has not enabled me 
to obtain books or accounts where I might 


find the tarif, and other rules practiſed by the 


Engliſh government in their extenſive and adyan- 


tageous commerce. Though I have procured 
books from London with a deſign to gain this in- 
formation, I have found them to be very imper- 
fect, beſides their being written in the Englifh 
language; ſince they contain only acts of parlia- 
ment made upon a variety of occafh ions, and though 
they include ſome proviſions in favour of com- 
merce, it is not in that extent and ſo particularly 
as they ſhould be, to enable me to produce their 
rules with the fame preciſeneſs, as the examples 
of France. It will be therefore neceſſary for me 
to make uſe of ſome fragments and looſe papers, 
and though they do not amount to a full infor- 
mation, may make great amends by the depen- 
dance there is upon them. In this narrative I will 
give the firſt place to ſome articles of a H 
which his preſent majeſty of England made to his 
parliament, Oct. 29. 1721. 


My Lords and 3 


** I acquainted you, when we parted laſt, with 


our having renewed all our treaties of commerce 
with Spain; ſince which, peace is happily re 
K 2 « ſtored 
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ſtored in the North, by the concluſion of the 
treaty between the Czar and the king of Swe- 
den; and by that which I have made with the 
Moors, a great number of my ſubjects are de- 
livered from ſlavery ; and all ſuch of them, as 
trade to thoſe parts of the world, are, for the 
future, ſecured from falling under that dread- 
ful calamity. 

« In this ſituation of affairs, we ſhould be ex- 
tremely wanting to ourſelves, if we neglected 
to improve the favourable opportunity, which 
this general tranquillity gives us, of extending 
our commerce, upon which the riches and 
grandeur of this nation chiefly depend. It is 


very obvious, that nothing would more conduce 


to the obtaining ſo publick a good, than to 
make the exportation of our manufactures, and 
the importation of the commodities uſed in the 
manufacturing of them, as practicable and eaſy 
as may be; by this means the balance of trade 
may be preſerved in our favour, our navigation 
increaſed, and greater numbers of our poor 
employed. 

« I muſt therefore recommend it to you, 
gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, to con- 
ſider how far the duties of theſe branches 
may be taken off, and replaced, without any 
violation of publick faith, or laying any new 


burden upon my people. And I oh no my- 


ſelf, that by a due conſideration of this matter, 
the produce of thoſe duties, compared with the 
infinite advantages that will accrue to the king- 


* From the ſentence going before, this reduction of the duties 13 
to be underſtood of their own commodities exported, and of ma- 


0 imported, which is the e point I am labouring to ex- 
b ain. 
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dom by their being taken off, will be found ſo 


inconſiderable, as to leave little room for any 
difficulties or objections. 
« The ſupplying ourſelves with naval ſtores, upon 
terms the moſt eaſy, and leaſt precarious, ſeems 
highly to deſerve the care and attention of par- 
e liament. Our plantations in America naturally 
« abound with moſt of the proper materials for 
« this neceſſary and eſſential part of our trade and 
maritime ſtrength ; and if, by due encourage- 
« ment, we could be furniſhed from thence with 
* thoſe naval ſtores, which we are now obliged 
« to. purchaſe, and bring from foreign countries, 
it would not only greatly contribute to the 
« riches, influence, and power of this nation, 
« but, by employing our own colonies in this 
« uſeful and advantageous ſervice, divert them 
« from ſetting up, and carrying on manufactures, 
« which directly interfere with thoſe of Great 
« Britain.” 

In the month of November, the ſame year 
1721. in England an inquiry was made into the 
trade that nation had carried on with Muſcavy, 


A. 


5 


A 


c 


A 


4 


Sweden, Denmark and the Hans towns; and 


they found, that in the years 1716. and 1717. 
| alone, England had loſt above 2 millions of dol- 
lars in this traffick, by their having bought of 
thoſe countries ſo many more goods, than they had 


{old thither. Some perſons on this account propoſ- 


ed to abandon that commerce, and draw from the 


Engliſh colonies in America the ſtores, they had 


ne brought from the Baltick for the building 
and ſervice of the ſhipping, and alſo that in the 
laid colonies, provition be made for the greater 
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preſervation of the foreſts of white pine, and to 
improve the tar made there. 
In the beginning of the year following 1722. 
with a view to encourage the exportation and-con. 
ſumption of the manufactures and produee of that 
kingdom, the parliament reſolved to take off the 
duty upon ſalt uſed in curing white herrings ; as 
alſo the duty charged on the exportation of the 
faid herrings. LJ Cat 
At the fame time it reſolved that ſeveral duties 
then charged upon the manufactures of Great 
Britain exported ſhould be taken off. 
Moreover, it took off the duties payable on the 
importation of ſeveral materials, that came from 
abroad, and were ſerviceable to their manufactures 
and dying, with a proviſion, that ſuch of the ſaid 
materials, as ſhall have been from that time im- 
ported free of duty, and afterwards be exported 
again, ſhall be charged with a duty equal to the 
difference between the preſent duty, and the pre- 
ſent draw- back. e 
And that timber, and other materials imported 
into Great Britain from their colonies in America 
ſhould not for the future pay any duty at all. 
The ſame year an act was made to prohibit the 
wear of India ſilks, as being prejudicial to the 
vent and preſervation of their own manufactures ; 
a point of ſo great importance, that it always en- 
gages the firſt attention of that prince and his par- 
liament, as the principal mine from whence they 
derive their riches and their ſtrength, which they 
publiſh to be ſo great, that one would doubt of 
the truth of it, were it not in the main verified 
by the conſequences. For the fame year was print- 
ed in the month of February at London, a Mot 
10 
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the maritime force of that kingdom, by which it 
appears, that it conſiſted of 180 men of war, 7 
of them firſt rates; 12 ſecond rates; 40 third 
rates; 66 fourth rates; 32 fifth rates; and 23 
fixth rates, excluſive of ſeveral ſmall veſſels, ſuch 
as fire ſhips, ſloops, &c. 

The marqueſs of Montaleon, his majeſty's em- 
baſſador at the court of London, correſponding 


with the miniſter of the court of Madrid upon the 


ſubject of trade, gave in a letter of _ 18, 1715, 
the following particulars. 
Very few are the veſſels that come gen Spain 
ce to theſe ports. Since the laſt peace there have 
« been ſeen here only two ſloops from Bilbao, 
laden with a ſmall quantity of wool, and ſome 
« Spaniſh fruits. This is owing to the advantage 
an Engliſh ſhip poſſeſſes over the foreign ones, 
being allowed 7 per cent. of the duties upon 


* imports, by a law made in the reign of king 


“% William to ingage the whole nation in com- 
« merce. Moreover, as an Engliſh ſhip fails with 


* fewer hands and at leſs expence, freights are 


e not ſo high as in Spaniſh veſſels. The Engliſh 
* alſo have another advantage, that in exporting 
< the produce of England, ſuch as tin, lead, corn, 
and coal, they not only pay no duty, but the 
king by act of parliament gives a bounty of 24 
Areals plate upon every buſhel of wheat ſent 
« abroad. Hence it follows, that all the vaſt com- 
* merce of Spain with theſe kingdoms is carried 


Don by the hands of the Engliſh alone; and 
indeed very few are the foreign thips, that come 


cc 


directly into theſe ports. 
It would take up a very large chapter to ex- 
plain the grand policy of the Engliſli in allowing and 
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encouraging the exportation of grain *. The 
principal ground of it is, that by procuring the 
farmers a vent for it, and a reaſonable price, they 
put them into a condition to cultivate their lands 
again, and thus prevent a ſcarcity the enſuing years. 
But as this practice of England, which ſome re- 
commend to our imitation, will raiſe great aſtoniſh- 
ment almoſt every where from the novelty of the 
thing, and its contradiction to what ſeems prudent 
at firſt fight, I ſhall enlarge in a ſeparate paper 
upon the grounds of this maxim, which they eſ- 
teem a piece of prudence, in order to prevent years 
of famine, and promote plenty at all times. 
England allo affords great quantities of lead and 
tin, and as there is in that kingdom a great deal 
more than they want, of thoſe two metals, and they 
have no manufacture that can much improve their 
value, before they are ſent abroad, they take care 
alſo to encourage the exportation of them, as if 
they, were commodities, and not materials, in order 
to draw money into the kingdom ; a maxim that 
is entirely oppolite to what they purſue in the ar- 
ticle of wool of their own growth, which though 
it be, not ſo curious as 'that of Spain, is yet of an 
excellent quality; and the exportation of it is pro- 
hibited under pain of death, as a precious material, 
which wrought up into cloth multiplies its value to 
590 per cent. as it has been already ſhewn in 
other chapters. 


I have bcen informed by perſons, whoſe intelligence is to be 
depended upon, that thi bounty to exporters of 10 is ouly granted, 
when the price of it does not exceed a certain ſum ſettled by law. 
This rule as to an allowance to ex port is alſo obſerved in Navarre to 
the great advantage of the natives; ſince every perſon may export 
grain at any time, except the price excecd what is preſcribed by the 


CHAP. 


laws of the Kingdom. 
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The great advantages which the trade of the Eng- 
liſh enjoys, both in Spain and America, eſpecially 
frem the ſale of Bacalao, and other ſalt fiſh in 
theſe kingdoms. A propoſal to remedy theſe incon- 


veniencies in ſome meaſure, 


T N a treatiſe already mentioned, The intereſt of 

England ill underſtood in the war, which was 
carried on in the year 1704, we have a detail of 
the various ſorts of merchandiſe. brought from 
England to Spain and Portugal, of which the prin- 


cipal is fiſh, with a remark that three parts are 


for Spain, and rhe fourth for Portugal ; but that 
the profits are very different. The returns from 
Portugal are made in commodities and fruits ex- 
ported, ſuch as tobacco, wine, ſugar, ſpices and 
| falt ; while thoſe of Spain are much more advan- 
tageous to the Engliſh, as they principally conſiſt 
of bullion, and bars of filver. For the wine, wool, 
and other commodities they take back, are far 
from being a balance for the goods brought into 
Spain. . 15 5 
In the ſame book it is alſo ſaid, that one of the 
principal branches of commerce which the Engliſh 
poſſeſs in America, conſiſts of an illicite traffick 
with his majeſty's provinces, by introducing their 
merchandiſe by way of Jamaica ; and the return 
is uſually in bullion, woad and cochinille ; and the 
eſtimate their gain by this ſingle traffick 6 millions 
of dollars yearly; and draw even more money 


from the Spaniſh dominions by way of Jamaica, 
than Cadiz. Nor ought this to be ſtrange, ſince in 
the month of Auguſt 1722, there arrived in Eng- 


land, 
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138 The Turok and PRACTICE 
land, 30 veſſels freighted from Jamaica; and if 
we conſider the barrenneſs of that iſland, one muſt 
be convinced that a principal part of their loading 
had been drawn from Spaniſh America ; and the 
caſe is the ſame with the other numerous and fre- 
quent convoys, that paſs backwards and forwards 
from England to Jamaica, where for the reaſon 
given above, and the few inhabitants of that iſland, 
a ſmall part of the numerous goods carried over, 
will be conſumed there, and therefore they diſpoſe 
of the reſt to the Spaniards, as the Engliſh them- 
ſelves confeſs. Moreover, the fame book mentions 
the danger this branch of their commerce will be 
expoſed to in the courſe of a war, they had un- 
juſtly declared againſt us, ſince we could put a 
ſtop to it with ſix frigates ſtationed to ſcour thoſe 
ſeas. * 

The ſame writer aſſerts that ſome years, when 
the duties upon imports were very moderate in 
France upon Engliſh commodities, and in England 
very high upon thoſe of France, much larger 
quantities of Engliſh merchandiſe were introduced 
into France, than there came into England of the 
French. The reſult of this was, that the balance 
of trade with France being conſiderably in the fa- 
vour of England, ſo much French money paſſed 
over to England, that after. the peace of Riſwick, 
they coined out of it at London to the amount of 
600,000 |. ſterling, or about three millions of dol- 
lars; another plain inſtance, and proof that 
the ſureſt way to attract, and detain money, is to 
ſell more than one buys, and that this is much fa- 
cilitated by a proper regulation of the duties. 
The Engliſh rate very high the advantages they 
derive from their fiſhery, both from the great 

number 
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number . of ſeamen it breeds up, and the profits 


by tranſporting fiſh to catholick countries. Upon 
this account, and after mention of the diſadvan- 


tages England has reaſon to dread from that war, 


the above writer makes the following remarks. 

« Moſt part of our fiſh is conſumed in catho- 
* lick countries, where it ſerves for food on days 
« they are reſtrained by their religion from eating 
« fleſh; and ſhould neceſſity prevail upon thoſe, 
that have the care of the conſciences of the peo- 


« ple to moderate the rigour of ſuch a law, and 


« permit the uſe of certain proviſions hitherto 
* prohibited on days of abſtinence; and if once 
the indulgence be granted, they will never return 
e to their old way, upon which alone depends 


the conſumption of our fiſh in Spain and Italy. 


« Beſides, in thoſe countries are many other ſorts 
« of food, which might be allowed for their diet 
e upon every day of the year indiſcriminately. 
The Pope, who thinks us rebel ſubjects, be- 
“ cauſe we unjuſtly detain the goods of the church, 


« of which he is the head, will chearfully con- 
cur to ſupport it with his authority, and grant 
all the fit and neceſſary diſpenſations for it, ac- 


cc 
ce 


ce 


© cording to the practice of the Romiſh church, 


as ſoon as he knows, what great prejudice wall 
cc : 


* merce. For though we preſerve, as it were, 


all our trade fince the late war, yet that of fiſh 
has been reduced two thirds, an event that 
ought to make us dread its entire loſs in the 
* preſent war.” | 
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N. B. This book is aſcribed to an Engliſh miniſ. 
ter of rauk, well affedted to the two crowns, andin his 
Heart 'a catholick, who diſliked the war the Engliſh 
end their allies were carrying on againſt them, and 
endeavoured to perſuade his country-men, that it was 
anjurious to their own intereſt, both en account 9 
#he exceſſive expences, is would occaſion without any 
neceſſity, and the loſſes their commerce might be ex- 
poſed to, ſhewing among other things that with jix 
frigates in the north American ſeas, it is 1h our 
power to cut 'off the traffick they carry on with the 
Spaniſi Weſt-Indies by way of Famaica ; and that 
it depended only on the pleajure of the Pope, to whom 
tbe Engliſh were obnoxious uton many accounts, whe- 
ther their fiſh ſhould be conſumed or not in cathlick 
countries, where they found the beſt market for them, 
By theſe arguments the author labours to diſſuade 


them from proſecuting the ſaid war. 


The obſervation be makes upon the Engliſh bav- 
ing unjuſtly uſurped the goods of the church, of which 
the Pope is the bead, gives us to underſtand, that bis 
reflections proceeded from a good catholick heart, 
though be was not willing to ſpeak plain. Since le 
confeſſes the uſurpation to be unjuſt, and by conſe- 
quence the Roman-catholick church had a legal right 
and title to them. 

This apprehenſion is alſo confirmed by the clauſes, 


zobere He jeems to ſuggeſt to us a way to do them cou 


frderable damage, or to ſpeak more properly, 10 pre- 


dend the great evils they bring upon us, both when 
he fhews how to put a flop to their illicite trade by 
way of Jamaica, and invites our biſhops to permit 


 throughcut the year certain kinds of food, probibited 


upon particular days, and means no doubt, eggs, 


cbecſe, milk and butter, which ſome religious foun- 


dations 


of COMMERCE, &. 141 


dations are reſtrained from many days in the year, 


probibition of fleſh might be moderated, as it is in 
| the provinces of the crown of Caſtile, in reſpect to 
ſaturdays, and extended to thoſe of Aragon. In all 
theſe meaſures he apprebends the Pope will readily 
concur for the reaſons there given, and others hinted 
at; and without daring to ſpeak out, be was, in my 
opinion, willing to tell us, that :f by ſuch means we 

ould reduce the conſumption of Bacalao, and other 
fiſh, from the North and Newfoundland, wwe might 
deprive the Engliſh, and other puwers of this great 
advantage, which enables them to drain us of mii- 
lions of crowns, for the increaſe of their own ſtrength, 
and our ruin, Theſe great diſadvantages ſo very 
much intereſt cur conſcience, as well as all good po- 


licy, that they deſerve the particular attention of all 


catholick princes, and eſpecially the Pope. From 
the pious zeal of this holy Father, wwe have reaſon 
to flatter ourſelves, that as ſoon as he ſhall be inform- 


ed of theſe evils, he will allow, and even encourage 


the meaſures that tend towards a remedy, even though 
it be neceſſary to ſubſtitute in the place of numerous 
taſt-days, another ſpecies of abſtinence and reſtraint, 
that equally adminiſters to the mortification of our 
ſouls, and does not turn out ſo much to the advan- 
tage of the rivals of the crown, and the catbolick 
church, as theſe faſt-days do, by opening a way for 
the importation and conſumption of their ſalt fiſh, 
which is a main branch of their commerce, and the 


foundation of their riches au ſtrongth. 
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In all probability, he would alſo inſinuate, that the 
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CHAP. XXX. 
The vigorous and abſolute laws of the Engl, 7 in fa. 


wour of their navigation and commerce, without 
regard to the faith of treaties, or any other con- 
| figeration, 


\OR a clearer proof of the effectual roviſions 
made by the Englith to extend their navi- 
gation and commerce; and their haughty and ab- 
ſolute mannei of reſolving and carrying into exe- 
cution, whatever they pleaſe, and is ſubſervient 
to their purpoſe, without regard to treaties of 
peace, or any other conſideration, I ſhall here 
inſert one of their acts of parliament, which has 
obtained the royal aſſent. 

An act for the encouraging, and increaſing of 
ſhipping and navigation, which had the royal aſ- 
lent Thurſday September 23. 1660. 

«© For the increaſe of ſhipping, and encourage- 
« ment of the navigation of this nation, wherein, 
e under the good providence and protection of 
« God, the wealth, ſafety and ſtrength of this 
ce kingdom is ſo much concerned, 

« Be it enacted by the king's moſt excellent 
ce majeſty, and by the lords and commons in this 
ce preſent parliament aſſembled, that from and 
cc after the firſt day of December - 1 660, no goods 
ce or commodities whatſoever ſhall be imported 
<« into, or exported out of any lands, or terri- 
<< tories that belong, or ſhall belong to his majeſty, 
c or his ſucceſſors, in Aſia, Africa, or America in 
any other ſhip or veſſel, but what is of the built 
<« of ſome of his majeſty's dominions, and belong- 
« ing to ſome of his majeſty's ſubjects, as the pro- 

<« prietors 
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prietors and right owners thereof, and whereof 
the maſter, and three fourths of the mariners at 
leaſt are Engliſh, under the penalty of the for- 
feiture of all the goods and commodities, as alfo 
of the ſhip or veſſel ; one third part thereof 
to his majeſty, one third part to the governor 


of ſuch place, where the ſaid ſhip or goods ſhall 


be ſeiſed, or otherwiſe, that third part alſo to 
his majeſty ; and the remaining third part to 
the informer. 
« That all admirals and other commanders at 
ſea, that bear his majeſty's commiſſion, are 


authoriſed to ſeize, and bring in as prize, all 


ſuch veſſels, as ſhall have offended contrary 


| hereunto; and in caſe of condemnation, one 


moiety of ſuch forfeitures ſhall be to the uſe of 
ſuch admirals, or commanders, and their com- 
panies, to be divided and proportioned amongſt 
them according to the rules and order of the ſea 
in caſe of ſhips taken prize ; and the other moi- 


ety to the uſe of his majeſty. 


* It is alſo enacted, that no alien, or perſon 
not born within the allegiance of his majeſty, 
or naturalized, ſhall, from and after the Iſt day 
of February 1661, exerciſe the trade or occu- 
pation of a merchant, or factor in any of the 
ſaid colonies under the penalty above menti- 


oned. 


And all governors of the ſaid colonies are re- 


quired to take a ſolemn oath, to put in execu- 
tion the ſaid laws; and all ſuch governors upon 
complaint and proof, that they have been wil> 
lingly and wittingly negligent in doing their 


duty accordingly, {hall be removed from their 


goverument, 
6 «it 
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<« Tt is enacted alſo, that no goods or commo- 
dities whatſoever of the growth, production or 
manufacture of Africa, Aſia, or America he 
imported into any of his majeſty's dominions, 


or countries, in any other ſhip or veſſel, than 


ſuch as are mentioned above, under the penal. 
ty of forfeiting ſhip and cargo. 

That no goods or commodities of foreign 
growth, or manufacture, which are to be 
brought into England, ſhall be ſhipped or 
brought from any other place, but that of the 
ſaid growth or manufacture, or from thoſe ports, 
where they can only, or uſually are ſhipped for 
tranſportation, under the ſame penalty. 

That every ſort of fiſh, oyl and whalebone, 
that ſhall not have been caught by Engliſh ſhips, 
and ſhall be imported into England, ſhall pay 
double aliens du 

« That all ſhips, that ſhall not be Engliſh, and 


conformable to the rules above-mentioned, ſhall 
be prohibited from loading any fort of mer- 
chandiſe in any of the ports of England or Ire- 


land, in order to tranſport it to any other place 
in his majeſty's dominions, under penalty of 
forfeiting both ſhip and goods. For the com- 
merce, uſually called the coaſting trade, is alone 
permitted to Engliſh ſhips. 


That where any abatement or privilege 15 


given in the book of rates to goods or commo- 
dities imported or exported in Engliſh built 
ſhipping, it is always to be underſtood, that 
the maſter and three fourths of the mariners at 


leaſt be Engliſh, and during the whole voyage, 


unleſs in caſe of fickneſs, death, or being taken 
* priſoners; 


cc 


cc 


* 
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priſoners ; and this is to be proved by the oath 
of the maſter, and chief officers of the ſhip. 

« That no commodities of the growth, pro- 
duction, or manufacture of Muſcovy ; as alſo 
no ſorts of maſts, timber or boards, no foreign 


ſalt, pitch, tar, roſin, hemp or flax, raiſins, figs, 


prunes, and olive oyls; no ſort of corn or grain, 


ſugar, pot-aſhes, wines, vinegar, or ſpirits, call- 
ed aqua vitæ, or brandy wine, ſhall be import- 


ed aiter the 1ſt of April 1661. into England, 
but in ſuch veſſels, as are deſcribed above. 
« Tt is alſo enacted, that no currants or commo- 


 dities of the growth, production or manufacture 


of the Ottoman empire, ſhall after the iſt of 


September 1651. be imported into any of the 


afore-mentioned places, but only in Engliſh 


| built veſſels, and navigated as before, except it 
be in ſuch foreign ſhips, as are the built of 
that place, of which the goods are the growth, 


production, or manufacture, or of ſuch port, 
where the ſaid goods are uſually firſt ſhipped 
for tranſportation, and whereof the maſter, and 
three fourths of the mariners are of the ſaid 


place, under the forfeiture of ſhip and goods, 
to be diſpoſed of, as in the foregoing clauſe. 


* And to prevent all frauds uted in colouring 
and concealing aliens goods, it is enacted, that 
all wines from France and Germany, that ſhall 
be imported into his majeſty's dominions after 


the 3oth of October 1660. in ſhips that ſhall 
not be Engliſh, as above-mentioned, ſhall be 


deemed aliens goods, and pay accordingly to 
his majeſty, and to the port into which they 
ſhall come. 
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are his part-owners, who ſhall alſo take the 
ſame oath, and that no foreigner hath any part, 
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© That all maſts, timber, boards, foreign ſalt, 
pitch, tar, rofin, hemp, flax, Spaniſh 1 Por. 
tugal wines, and other merchandiſe above-men- 
tioned, that ſhall be imported into England after 
the 1ſt of April 1661. in ſhips, that ſhall not 
be Engliſh; and alſo all currants or commodi- 
ties of the growth, production or manufacture 
of the Ottoman empire, that ſhall be imported 
into England after the 1ſt of September 1 661, 


except they be in Engliſh built ſhipping, and 


navigated as aforeſaid, ſhall be deemed aliens 


* goods, and pay accordingly to his majeſty, and 


to the port into which they come. 


* And to prevent frauds in colouring and buy- 


ing foreign ſhips, it is enacted alſo, that after 
the iſt of April 1661. no foreign built ſhip or 
veſſel] ſhall be deemed a ſhip to England, and 
enjoy the privilege of ſuch, till the proprietor of 
the ſaid ſhip make it appear to the chief officer 
of the cuſtoms in the port next to the place ot 
his abode, that he is not an alien, and take an 
oath before ſuch officer, that ſuch veſſel was 


bought by him for a valuable conſideration, ex- 


prefling the ſum, as alſo the time, place and 


perſon from whom it was bought, and who 


intereſt or ſhare therein, and upon ſuch oath 
he ſhall receive a certificate, and by virtue of it 


enjoy the privilege of an Engliſh built ſhip; 
and the officer ſhall keep a regiſter of ſuch cer- 
tificates, as ſhall be ſo given, and return a du- 
plicate thereof to the chief officers of the cul- 
toms at London for England, and Dublin for 
Ireland. 8 
3 And 
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« And all governors or officers that ſhall after 
the ſaid 1ſt of April 1661. offend againſt the 
rules above-mentioned ; or ſhall allow the pri- 
vilege of an Engliſh ſhip to any foreign ſhips in 
any of this prohibited commerce, that ſuch of- 
ficers or governors ſhall be put out of their 

laces or governments. 

« But it ſhall be lawful for Eneliſh ſhips navi- 
gated as aforeſaid to import the commodities 
of the Streights or Levant ſeas into any of his 
majeſty's dominions, though they be not ſhip- 


© ped from the very places whereof they are the 


growth or manufacture, but from the uſual ports 
for lading of them within the ſaid N or 
ſeas. 

« The fame is allowed to the ſaid ſhips in re- 
ſpect to the importation of the Eaſt India com- 
modities, that ſhall have been laden in the uſual 


ports of thoſe ſeas, ſouthward and eaſtward of 
the Cape of Good Hope. 


It is alſo allowed to the ſaid ſhips to load in 


( 
t 
| 0c 
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de 
ec 


0 


tt 


Spain the merchandiſe, &c. of the Canaries, 
and any other Spanith colonies ; and alſo in 
Portugal, thoſe of the Azores, or any other 
Portugueſe colonies. 

This act does not extend to bullion, or mer- 
chandiſe taken by way of repriſal by Engliſh 
ſhips commiſſioned by his majeſty or his ſuc- 
ceflors, and navigated as aforeſaid. 

e Nor does this act extend to lay aliens duty 
upon corn, the growth of Scotland, ſalt made 


in, or fiſh caught and cured by the people of 


Scotland, and imported directly in Scotch built 


* ſhips, whereof the maſter and three fourths of 
the mariners, are Scotch, or his majeſty's ſub- 
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cc 


cc 
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jects; nor upon any ſeal oyl of Ruſſia import. 
ed from Scotland into England in Engliſh byj} 
ſhipping as aforeſaid. 

It is alſo enacted, that every French ſhip, 
that after the 2oth of October 1660. ſhall come 
into any port of England or Ireland, and ſhall 
lade or unlade any goods, or take in, or ſet on 
ſhore any paſſengers, ſhall pay to the colleQur 
of his majeſty's cuſtoms in ſuch port the ſum 
of 5 ſhillings for every ton, of which the faid 
veſſel 1s of burthen, and the burthen of the 


ſhip ſhall be eſtimated and determined by the 


king's officer. 


And that the ſaid French ſhips ſhall not be 


ſuffered to depart out of the ſaid port, till the 
duty be fully paid, and that this duty ſhall be 
charged ſo long as the duty of 50 ſols per ton, 
lately impoſed by the French king, or any par 
thereof ſhall be collected upon the ſhipping of 
England lading in France, and 3 months ater 
and no longer. | 

{« It is alſo enacted, that from the 1t of Apri 
1661. no ſugars, tobacco, &c. of the produce 
of the Engliſh plantations, ſhall be tranſported 


from any of the ſaid Engliſh plantations, to any 


port whatſoever, other than to ſuch places 3 
belong to his majeſty, under pain of forfeiting 
ſhip and cargo. 

And further, that after the 25th of Decem- 


ber 1660. for every veſſel failing from any « 


his majeſty's ports in Europe, for any Englill 
plantation in Africa, Afia, or America, ufi- 


cient ſurety ſhall be given, that in caſe the {ai 


veſſel ſhall load any of the ſaid commodities a 


any of thoſe plantations, the ſame ſhall be brougit 
to 


N 
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« to ſome port in his majeſty's dominions, the 
« danger of the ſeas alone excepted ; and that the 
« ſecurity given ſhall be to the value of 1000 l. 
« if the ſhip ſhall be of leſs burthen than 100 tons, 
« and 2000 |. if it ſhould be of greater burthen. 
« And the ſaid ſhips failing from any of the co- 
« Jonies for Europe, ſhall be obliged to make a 
« declaration of the quantity and quality of their 
« cargo, and in preſence of the governor give 
« bond in the manner, and to the value afore- 
« ſaid, to carry the ſaid cargo to ſome other of 
e his majeſty's dominions. And that ſuch go- 
« yernors, after the iſt of January 1661. ſhall 
« be obliged to ſend copies of ſuch declarations 
« to the chief officers of the cuſtoms in London,” 


CHAP. XXXI. 
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| The nature of the territory of Holland, the quali- 


ty and other circumſtances of its commerce and 
navigation in the four quarters of the world, 


JINDER the name of Holland we under- 
( J ſtand the ſeven united provinces of the Io 
countries and ſome diſtricts in Brabant, Flanders 
and Limbourg ; but yet this republick with 
E ſuch additions contains not ſo large a territory, as 
F q the kingdom of Galicia, excluſive of what it poſ- 
ſeſſes in the Indies, and its Eaſt and Weſt India 
companies enjoy. 

Its inhabitants are ſo ſkilful in theory, and vigi- 
ant in the practice of this important maxim of 
ſtate, that other nations muſt acknowledge an infe- 
E riority, For it is notorious, that in ſpite of a ſmall 
| andy diſtrict, which nature has allotted them, they 
ſingly carry on more trade in all the four quarters 
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are common, and more or leſs in all other countries, 


wool, filk and flax, and an extenſive fiſhery, that 


wants above-mentioned, and many other ;, eſpect- 
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of the world, than the great powers of France 
and England united. To attain this, they avail 
themſelves of very actiye principles, and a plan of 
traffick different from that of other ſtates, and 
which the barrenneſs of their country obliges them 
to. And yet by the help of commerce they are 
become ſo populous, that were all their broad 
rivers, arms of the ſea, gulphs, marſhes, and 
waſt land, converted into fruitful paſtures, all 
would not ſuffice to maintain the inhabitants with 
food. But as a fourth part of that diſtrict is not 
cultivated, and its paſtures are about another fourtk, 
the reſt being water, or land that yields neither 
fruit, graſs, trees, or any thing uſeful in life, 
ſome writers inſiſt that their harveſts cannot ſup- 
ply a fourth of their own conſumption, the worſt 
circumſtance a people can labour under. 

It is alſo known, that their cold climate, ſandy 
and exceſſive damp territory yields no wine, oy], 
filk, wool, timber for buildings, or ſhips, wood 
to burn, or other neceſſaries for food, &c. that 


Nor have they any mines of gold, filver, or 
other metals to barter, and procure other things. 
Hence they cannot, like other kingdoms, form 
and lay out their commerce upon the principle of 
ſelling more of their own commodities and fruits 
to other nations, than they themſelves purchaſe 
for their own food, and neceſſary demands. For 
though Holland has many fine manufactures of 


yields a conſiderable and gainful trade, all this 
merchandiſe cannot balance the yaſt quantity of 
things, they muſt fetch from abroad, from the 


ally 
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ally the ſcarcity of grain, which they are ſupplied 


with from Poland and other northern countries; 
ſo as to import from thence above 8 millions of 
buſhels one year with another, as we are told by 
perſons of credit, as well for their own conſump- 
tion in bread and biſcuit, as that of the brewery 


and diſtilleries. However, ſo provident is this 


people, that after plentifully providing for their 
own expence they lay up conſiderable magazines 
of grain to ſupply other parts of Europe in years 
of {carcity, as they have done Portugal ſome years 


aft, Ty 
: Though each buſhel of the 8 millions, they 


fetch from abroad for their own food, ſhould lie 


them in but 15 reals vellon, it makes 8 millions 


of dollars yearly, and with the additional expence 
of wine, oyl and ſugar, ſalt, dried fruits, wool, 


filk, hemp, cotton, camel and goat's hair; pitch, 
tar, ſalt petre, artillery, ball, muſkets, ammuni- 
tion, and other ſtores for war; ſpicery, ingredi- 
ents for dying, and drugs, ſteel, iron, copper, 
tin, lead, timber, or to ſpeak more properly en- 
tire foreſts, which they import from Norway, &c. 
not only for their houſes and other buildings, but 
alſo for caſks, and thouſands of ſhips, ſmall and 
great, which they want, and employ at home and 
abroad, and alſo many other things, their country 
is deſtitute of, and they fetch from foreign parts, 
it may hence be collected what millions would be 
neceſſary every year, and wanted for ſuch large 
and expenſive ſupplies, were they not to pro- 
ject a commerce more extenſive, than their own 
manufactories, and fiſheries warrant. For not- 
withſtanding their manufactures be numerous 
and profitable, they are not of equal advantage 
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to this, as to other ſtates, which have like eſta- 
bliſhments, ſince the whole price of the filk, 
wool, and other materials, which are foreign, a8 
alſo the amount of what their workmen ex- 
pend in bread, beer, and ſpirituous liquors, moſt 
of which is made of foreign grain, is really the 
property of thoſe very countries, whence the above 
materials, and proviſions, &c. are imported; and 
indeed the amount of both would go out of their 
dominions, were not their large and active com- 
merce to ſupply, and prevent the loſs by ſeaſonable 
proviſions, and purſuing a ſpecies of traffick more 
general and extended than other nations have, 
Thus by being expeditious and bold carriers by ſca, 
they raiſe their principal and largeſt gain upon 
freights, and purchaſing many commodities from 
one nation, and ſelling them to another, after they 
haye ſupplied their own country, which ſerves 
them as a magazine and free port to receive and 
depoſite vaſt quantities of goods and fruits collect- 
ed from all the four quarters of the world, moſt 
of which arc afterwards to be diſtributed over all 
the world, themſelves being the Carriers, and 


the remainder fold to foreigners in their own 
country. 
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The principal commodities and fruits bought up by 
the Hollanders from one kingdom and ſold to 
others. The long and dangerous navigation they 
undertake for this traffick; the frequent returns 
of their fleets as well as thoſe of Portugal; the 
uncertainty and tediouſneſs of our own, though 


the voyages be ſhorter, and more ſafe. 


O ſpecify ſome particulars of what the pre- 
ceding chapter has pointed out in a gene- 
ral way, I am to obſerve that ſpicery, ſaltpetre, 


copper, tin, woad, ebony, and other curious forts 


of wood; ſilk and cotton manufactured, and in 
bundles; muſlins, printed linnens, ſugar, coffee, 
and tea ; amber, pearls, diamonds, porcelain, &c. 


are commodities the Hollanders fetch from Per- 


ſia, India, China, Japan, and other ſtates of Aſia, 
or from the coaſts of Africk, and which they 


diſtribute all over Europe, and America; being 


aware that the principal commerce of the Dutch 
in the Eaſt, conſiſts of immenſe quantities of 
ſpice, which they fetch from thence and after- 
wards tranſport to all parts of the world ; but moſt 
to Spain, from whence our Indies are ſupplied. 


The wines, brandies, oyls, wool, dried fruits, 


falt, ſaffron, tobacco, ſoap and ſoſa, ingredients 


ſilver) they export from Spain, are diſtributed 


from India for dying, &c. which (beſides gold and 


afterwards by them all over Germany, Sweden, 


and other northern provinces, excepting what 


they leave in Holland for their own conſumption 
and manufactures ; and it is remarkable, that ex- 
cept ſoap, they tranſport from this kingdom no fort 
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of commodities, made of ſilk, wool, iron, ſteel, 


&c. that uſually leave a profit to the manufac. 
turer. 


From France they fetch many commodities of 


ſilk, wool, &c. hats, gloves, ſtockings, lace of 
gold, filver, filk, and flax, a great quantity of hard 
ware and toys, as alſo linnens from Roan, Laval, 
Coutance, &c. glaſs, hair, paper, ſaffron, wine, 
brandy, dried fruits, oyl, roſin, fome ingredients 


for dying, drugs, &c. and from England and 
Italy they import many filks, cloths, &c. and 


after ſupplying their own conſumption, ſend the 
reſt into Germany, and other parts of the North, 
excepting the vaſt quantities of filks, cloths, lin- 
nens, hard ware, and toys, they uſually carry to 
Spain, where they alſo vend a great deal of cin- 


namon, wax, and all forts of ſpicery, Ruſſia 
leather, fiſh, printed linnens, &c. moſt of which 


(except fiſh) they purchaſe from foreign countries, 
both tor the ſupply of theſe kingdoms, and to 
ſend them along with their own goods from Cadiz 
to America in the name of Spaniards; not to men- 
tion the conſiderable quantities they introduce into 


our Indies by the way of Curagao, and the Colo- 
ny of Surinam, in Lat. , and on the continent 


of North America. By theſe two channels from 
their own confeſſion they introduce and vend in 
thoſe dominions of his majeſty the ſame kinds of 
merchandiſe, they ſend to Spain, and in return 
have gold, ſilver, ſugar, cocoa, &c. 
From Sweden, Muſcovy, and Denmark, Nor- 


way, Germany, and other parts of the North, 


they export large quantities of ordnance, ball, 


mulkets, piſtols, ſteel, copper, iron, lead, leaf 
tin, wax, pitch, tar, ſalt petre, maſts, timber and 
| lumber, 
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jumber, ſables, Ruſſia, and other ſorts of leather; 
hemp, flax, Sileſia linnens, wheat, barley, oats, 
&c. and after ſupplying their own wants, they 
export the reſt to the ſouthern provinces of Eu- 
rope ; part for the conſumption of theſe kingdoms, 
and the remainder for America by way of 
Cadiz, or the above colonies of Surinam and Cu- 
racao. Some of theſe and other commodities they 


{end alſo to the coaſts of Africk, and Aſia in the 


Mediterranean ; and as if they had monopolized 
the privilege of ſupplying the general wants of 
the whole world, they go on providing for every 


country in all its four parts, not ſo much with 
their own commodities, as thoſe they export from 


other parts, ſupplying the ſcarcity and neceflities 
of ſome, with the plenty and ſuperffuity of other 


nations, without being diſcouraged by the riſk, 


charge and inconveniencies of their long voyages 


from the north to the ſouth, eaſt and weſt, and 


and from the extremes of theſe to the north again; 
after many traverſes, courſes, and touching at ſe- 
veral places. For the navigation from Holland 


to Japan, ſteering along the wide extended coaſts 


of Europe, Africa, and Aſia, alone contains above 
I1000 leagues, going and coming, which is above 
three times the voyage our Flotas and Galeons 
make in their paſſage to, and return from the Ter- 
ra Firma, and New Spain. 


Note. Netwithfanding the length and danger of 


the Dutch navigation, ſo dextrous and prudent 
are they in their management, that a numerous 


and ſtrong fleet ſails from Holland to Eaft Ju- 


dia, and another richly laden comes from thence 


annualy. The Portugueſe alſo for moſt part 
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ſend out, and receive back two or tbree fleets 
from their Weſt Indies every year. But we, that 
have Indies of greater extent, nearer and more 
wealthy, to cur diſgrace, have not the addreſs to 
ſend out and receive a Flota from New Spain 
every year ; nay that of 1722. was ſuſpended, 
though there were two others not diſpatched, ſo 
that by its failing in 1723. there was a ſpace of 
3 years between the Flotas; and the delays we 
meet with in the Galeons are ſill greater; but 
my work does not admit me to launch out ſo jar, 
as to enter into the occaſion of it, or the cauſes 
whence it ſprings. But were one to judge by the 
effects, it might be ſaid, that we take great care 
ro embaraſs the India trade to his majeſty's ſub- 
jects, and to encourage and enlarge it to jo- 
reigners. For theirs is indulged and extended, 
as much as that of his majeſty's ſubjects is diſ- 
treſſed and rendred impracticable by our own im- 
poſitions ; though from bis great and princely mea- 
ſures, with the happy influence of peace, we have 
reaſon to hope for a remedy to theſe evils. 

Some perſons give for anſwer, that one of our Fl- 
fas is worth two of the Dutch, and three of the 
Portugueſe. But let it be ſo, we ſhall flill fall 

ſhort of them in the amcunt of our India fleets ; 
ſince they receive two or three in the ſame time 
_ we have bur one; and J ſee no reaſen, that «ee 

ſubmit to be inferior, or even ufon a level with 


them, as in point of ſubſlance, and other advan- 


tages our Indies are far ſuperior to theirs, More- 
over theſe and other nations not only enjoy the prin- 
cipal of what they bring from their own Indies, 
but alſo moſi part of the treaſures, twat come in 
our Flitas and Galeons ; nay, by our imprudence 


they 
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they poſſeſs not only their own, but cours too, and 
become rich and powerful, while awe are poor, and 
infirm, as they themſelves publiſh openly. I muſt add, 
that from the extended commerce of the Hollanders, 
not only in the Eaſt Indies, but every corner of the 
world, and the numbers of their own ſhipping, that 
arrive from all parts, it may be ſaid without ex- 
aggeration, that they receive a rich fleet every day, 


2+ O-MA-P. XXX. 
The cauſes of the lowneſs of the freights, and other 


advantages the Dutch ſhips enjoy; and why they 


make their own country as a fort of general ma- 
gazine, to depoſite foreign merchandiſe in order to 
diſtribute it afterwards in other parts of the 
world. 


ROM the fats" delivered under the two 


_ foregoing articles, it is manifeſt, that as the 
Dutch cannot raiſe a profitable commerce upon 
the ſale of their own goods and fruits; for theſe 
cannot be a balance for the many things they 
want from abroad, they project and obtain it prin- 


cipally by the profit of freights already obſerved, 


and the purchaſe of vaſt quantities of goods from 
one nation to ſell to another, after they have fatit- 
hed their own demands, by which traffick they 
make conſiderable gains, eſpecially from the ſale of 
their numerous Eaſt-India commodities. So that 
their trade in general is very different from that of 
other ſtates and kingdoms. It is only that of Ge- 
noa, a ſmall barren country, which bears ſome 
reſemblance to it in miniature, as their principal 
gains ariſe too from what they buy of one nation 
and fell to another. 


Some 
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Some perſons fall into this reflection, and query, 
whether it would not be cheaper to have the mer- 
chandiſe, uſually brought to Holland, and thence 
conveyed to other parts, directly from the places 


where it is the growth, production or manufacture, 


to the country where it is to be conſumed, both 
for the Hollanders themſelves, and others, as it 
would ſave the duties, however ſmall, paid in 
Holland, and the charge of landing and reſhip- 
ing them? To this may be anſwered; the coun- 
tries, that are in want of the goods, generally find 


it more convenient to purchaſe them in Holland, 


than to import from the fountain head; and not- 
withſtanding thoſe charges, the Hollanders them- 
ſelves eſteem it their intereſt to land them in their 
own country, and afterwards export and diſtribute 
them abroad. „ 
The convenience of foreigners in many ſorts of 
merchandiſe (but not all) ariſes from hence, that 
in Holland, all or moſt of the goods brought 
thither from other places is commonly very cheap, 


notwithſtanding the above duties and charges. 


For ſuppoſe both together, ſix or ſeven per cent, 
the Dutch veſſels have a more conſiderable advan- 
tage from the low price of freight, over thoſe of 
other nations. This great reduction is owing to 
two cauſes; the one is, the Dutch commerce is 
univerſal, and as they are carriers all over the 
world, they generally meet with goods or fruits to 


ſhip both outwards and inwards, and as the charge 


of the voyage is to be ſhared between the 
out ſet, and what they bring back, by having a 
conſtant freight they ſave half the expence they 
muſt be at, were they to fail of a cargo either out- 
ward or inward, a caiz that often happens to other 


nations, 
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nations, Whoſe trade is not ſo extended and gene- 
ral. Another cauſe of their freights being very 
low is that a Hollander fails with fewer hands, 
and the charge of wages and proviſions is leſs than 
that of other nations. Theſe and other advan- 
tages are more than a balance for the ſmall duties 
and charges upon imports into, and a re-exportati- 
on out of Holland. 
With the fame view of reducing the charge of 
freights, a very eſſential meaſure to cheriſh and 
preſerve a large commerce by ſea, they allow alſo 
proviſions, and all neceſſaries to their navigation to 
be ſhipped free of ſome duties, and charged with 
others very low. 7 e 
To this may be added, that were there not 
theſe circumſtances to favour this cheapneſs, there 
are many commodities, not of the produce of 
Holland, that muſt be exported from thence, ei- 
| ther by the Hollanders themſelves, or other na- 
| tions; ſuch as pepper, nutmegs, cinnamon and 
other ſpices, and ſeveral commodities they bring 
from Eaſt India. This trade they have monopo- 
liſed by their rich and powerful company; for 
though the French, Engliſh and Portugueſe 
frequent ſome ports and coaſts in thoſe ſeas, the 
merchandiſe they bring over is trifling in compa- 
riſon of what the Dutch carry directly to Amſter- 
dam, and other ports of their own, and from 
thence diſtribute in the manner abovementioned. 
As to the Hollanders tnemſelves, uſually finding 
it their intereſt to land at home moſt of the 
goods they import, and afterwards reſhip them 
for a foreign market, it is principally owing to this; 
that the wines, for inſtance, and brandies, oyls, 
dried fruits, &c. are imported from ſouthern king- 
doms, 
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doms, into Holland, where part is conſumed, or 
ſold to thoſe nations, that go thither for them; 
and inſtantly their ſhips, at ſeaſonable and ſtated 
times, are fitted out again for the trade of Muſcoyy, 
Germany, &c. and freighted not only with the 
remains of the fruits and commodities they had 
fetched from the ſouth, but alſo many of their 
Eaſt and Weſt India goods, and ſome of their 


own fabricks, making repeated voyages and 
freights in their own veſſels, to diſtribute all theſe 


things according to the quantities of each fort 
wanted in the ſeveral places, they are bound to. 
Nor could theſe voyages be ſeaſonable, and the 
diſtribution proportioned to the ſeveral markets, 
were their ſhips from the Indies and the ſouthern 
parts of Europe only to touch at the ports of Hol- 
land, or without doing it, proceed with their en- 
tire cargo to the northern provinces. And they 


obſerve the ſame conduct with the merchandiſe, 


they export from the North, by landing and de- 
poſiting it in Holland, in order to be reſhipped 
and diſtributed by new embarkations in the Indies, 


and ſeveral parts of Europe, Africk, and Aſia; 
and the ſame reaſon ſubſiſts againſt their carrying 
them directly thither from the places, whence they 


are exported. For the fake of all theſe conveni- 
encies, they chearfully pay the duties and other 
charges upon importation, warehouſe- room, and 
re- exportation out of Holland. But I muſt not 
omit however, that this is the caſe only of mer- 
chandiſe in general, but not all. For it is well 
known, ſome ſhips from Sweden, Denmark, the 


Hans towns, and others of the North, come to 


the ſouthern provinces of Europe; and trade for 
themſelves directly in fruits and commodities ; and 
a few 
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a few ſhips from the ſouthern parts do the fame, 
bound to the northern, and return directly to their 
OWN ports. | 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


The practice of the Hollanders in their duties upon 


exports and imports ; whoſe policy, different from 
that of other flates, may be purſued by us in the 
commodities and fruits, that come from America 
to Sparn, jor the reaſons mentioned. 


AIs then the Dutch trade is of ſuch a quality 

and extent, and attended with the circum- 
ſtances above mentioned, and their country ſerves 
them as a free port and general warehouſe of foreign 
merchandiſe, collected from the four quarters of 
the world, they could not manage it, were there 
charged upon goods, &c. bought of one kingdom 
to be tranſported to another, after paying the 
duties of exportation from thence, the regular duty 


of 10 or 15 per cent. at their entry into Holland, 


and the ſame on going out again, the commodities 
being foreign, as molt part of what they trade in 
is ſo. In this caſe when they come to thoſe parts, 
whither they are to carry them, the prices would 
be ſo high, that there would be no vent or con- 
ſumption for them. It would be much cheaper 
for them to be tranſported directly from the places, 
of which they are the growth or manufacture, to 
thoſe where they are to be conſumed, without 
touching at, or landing and reſhipping them in 
Holland. Nor would other nations go thither, as 


they now do, to ſupply themſelves ; if the com- 


modities and fruits conveyed thither, as to a maga- 
zine, ſhould be loaded with heavy duties at coming 
Vol, I. M in 
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in and going out, over and above the charge of 
of landing and reſhipping. On this account, as 
their caſe is ſingular, they have laid down, and 
purſue the plan of impoſing ſo ſmall a duty upon 
imports, and exports, Whether goods, fruits, or 
materials, that it is generally from 2 to 5 per cent. 
ſome paſs entirely free both inwards and outwards, 
and it 1s but a few particular goods or fruits, that 
happen to pay 8, , or 10 per cent. regulations, 
that are not a pattern for other ſtates, whoſe na- 
ture, ſituation and circumſtances are not the ſame 
as in Holland. fe 

On this account permit me a remark in favour 
of the Spaniſh trade. I ſhould think it our intereſt 
to purſue this very maxim of laying ſmall duties 
upon exports and imports, in the commodities and 


fruits we bring from America to this kingdom. 


In this caſe there would come over larger quan- 
tities, eſpecially of cacao, ſugar, hides, tobacco, and 
curious ſorts of wood ; and as the whole could not 
be conſumed in Spain, by this means the expor- 
tation of them to foreign parts would be made 
eaſy, and we ſhould deprive other nations of the 
opportunity and advantage of procuring them in the 
Indies. For they would find it more convenient 
to export them from Spain, after his majeſtys 
ſubjects had reaped the benefit of the freight and 
| ſome other advantages; and the royal revenue had 
been augmented by the duties upon exports from 
the Indies, and imports into Spain; and alſo their 
re- exportation from thence. Thus were they but 
to pay each time 24 per cent. his majeſty would 
have an intereſt of 74 per cent, and his ſubjects the 
gains ariſing from the freights, purchaſe, ſale, &c. 
By ſuch means our general comfherce in Euros 

2 India 
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India and elſewhere, would be alſo enlarged by 
theſe repeated navigations, and circulations of trat- 
fick. "Theſe benefits the Portugueſe in ſome mea- 


ſure poſſeſs, managing fo as to carry on themſelves 


moſt part of the commerce of both Indies, and 
foreigners come in whole fleets to Liſbon, and 
other ports, to purchaſe and export tobacco, ſugar, 
fine ſorts of wood, hides, &c. brought thither by 
the Portugueſe themſelves. 

To return to the Hollanders : I amto take notice, 
that notwithſtanding the lownelſs of the duties in 
general, they never loſe fight of that prudent 
maxim of France and i-ngland already mentioned, 
and practiſed elſewhere; that woven and other 
goods imported are charged higher than their own 
manufactures ſent abroad; and materials imported 
pay ſomewhat leſs than the exported; nay, ſome 
of them are free, as may be ſeen in the following 
inſtances. 

The Hollanders having always in view their 
ſpice trade, and conſcious of ſmall advantage 
from the vaſt quantities they bring from the 
Eaſt Indies, by a long, dangerous, and expenſive 
navigation, if, at their arrival in Holland, there 
be not a proportionable vent or demand for their 
ſpicery all over the world, have ſo ordered, that 
what comes in their own ſhips, pays but a very 
ſmall duty as an import, and none at all upon ex- 
| portation. EY 
Cacao, a commodity they have a conſiderable 


| trade in, fetching moſt of it trom our Indies, pays 


not quite 4 per cent. imported, and the ſame ex- 
ported. 

Extenſive alſo is their trade in herrings all over 
Europe, therefore all the fiſh caught, and entred 
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by their own ſhipping, pays nothing at entry in- 
wards, and a trifle outwards. 

A piece of gold or ſilver ſtuff imported pays 12 
florins *, and but 4 exported. 

A piece of French cloth imported pays po ſti- 
vers, but Dutch cloth exported only 4 ſtivers. 

A pound of fringe, twiſt, and other ſilk trim- 
mings, pays 10 ſtivers imported, and 4 exported, 

A piece of velvet, or other ſilks imported 60 

ſtivers, and 10 exported. 

Hats imported pay 8 per cent. of their valug, 
but are exported free. 

A quintal of gunpowder imported, 70 ſtivers 
and 10 exported; for with the falt petre they 
bring from Eaſt India, and the other ingredient 
they make large quantities of gunpowder, and carry 

on a conſiderable trade init, over and above the vaſt 
conſumption in their own gariſons and navy. 

A quintal of braſs ordnance imported 40 ſtivers 
and 20 exported. 

A mulket 10 ſtivers imported, and 4 exported; 
and in the ſame proportion for other merchandiſe. 

In reſpect to materials they obſerve a contrary 
rule for the reaſons abovementioned. So that fill 
in bundles, cotton, hemp, and hair pay lower 
duties inwards, than outwards. Wool from Spain BW 
and Germany is entred free, from the great ad- 
vantage they draw from this material, as it has iſ 
been already obſerved. They have prohibited allo 
the importation of certain goods, no doubt for 
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Nine florins in the exchange of Flanders and Holland uſual 
make a Spaniſh doblon, ſo that a florin, which is 20 flivers, is equi 


1 valent to 65 reals Vellon. Bat there is a variation in the exchange. 

"ns A quintal at Amſterdam contains à hundred pounds of 16 ounces 

111.8 and, as it is equal to the quintal of Paris already mentioned, weiy!? 

| 1 | ſomewkat more, than a hundred Caſtile Pounds. 
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fear of prejudice to their own manufactures; and 
have impoſed double duties upon whale oyl, im- 
ported into Holland upon foreign bottoms. 


CHAT. ANAYV; 
Examples from ancient hiſtory of Holland, and the 


other provinces in the low countries, in regard to 
duties, &c. an extract from the abevementioned 
bob, intitled, The commerce of Holland, c. 


DALDWIN the young, earl of Flanders, 
much contributed to the improvement of 
the trade of his ſubjects by means of free fairs, 
e about the year 960, in ſeveral parts of his do- 
e minions, which drew thither all his neighbours 
« to ſupply themſelves with merchandiſe, parti- 
* cularly cloths and linnens, becaule they paid no 
« duty at their going out of the country. This 
*« traffick was preſerved, and much advanced 
« during three centuries, but the ſucceſſors of 
Baldwin laying many duties upon the fabricks 
of the Flemings +, cauſed great numbers of 
weavers in the woollen and linnen manufactories 
to raiſe cruel ſeditions at Ghent in the year 1301, 
and many went off to ſeveral parts of Brabant. 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


I Thedukes of Brabant, not knowing how to 
= © take advantage of the errors of the Flemings, 
bell into the ſame miſtake a few years after, and 
had ſeveral heavy taxes upon the manufactures. 
© Wo This alſo raiſed ſeditions in ſeveral parts of Bra- 


* bant, and particularly in Louvain, where the 


WH © weavers killed ſeveral of the magiſtrates, and 

. WW © aiterwards to eſcape puniſhment, fled into Eng- 

T ＋ By the ſame means the Spaniſh manafactories have been deſtroy- 

" WM 25 but the weavers out of their great loyalty never raiſed any ſedi- 
tions. 
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& land and Holland. Thoſe that went over to 
Uagland gave them the firſt infight into the 
wooten manufactory, and taught that nation to 
work up their own wool to the great prejudice 
of trade in Flanders; for it is certain that the 
e Engliſh till that time had fold their wool to the 
Flemings, and received cloth in payment for 
5% 00) 
« Befides the weavers of Brabant, that went 
away into Holland, many Flemings did alſo the 
, ſame. Moſt of theſe ſettled at Leyden, where 
a woollen manufactory ever fince maintained 
itſelf in great reputation. Heavy impoſts there- 
fore made moſt of the Flandrian manufactu— 
rers to deſert their own country and pals into 
Brabant; and from this province to others 
<« upon the Maes, and into England, where the 
Engliſh have improved cloths to as high pertec- 3 

e tion, as can be deſired. 3 
The Engliſh and Dutch, defirous of prefery- 
ing ſuch important manufactories in their own. 
country, were very cautious of loading them 
with heavy impoſitions. 
« The Spaniſh provinces *, formerly the ſeat 
and center of a large commerce, has ſcarce any 
at this time, upon account of the great vigilance 

« of the Hollanders, and particularly thoſe of 
< Amſterdam, to throw obſtacles and prevent a 

« revival of it in Flanders, and eſpecially at Ant- 

e werp. At the treaty of 1609 the Spaniards 
would oblige them to take off the impoſts, laid 
„ during the war upon the navigation of the 
Scheld, and other rivers; for theſe being very 
high, were a prejudice to the trade of the Spa- 

* By this name the provinces of the Low Countries, ſubject to the 
0 king of Spain, may be cullinguiſhed from the ſevenprovincesof 122 
nil! 
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« niſh low Countries by thoſe rivers. But the 
« ſtates of Holland would never conſent to it, in 
« hopes of eraſing by degrees the trade of the 
« low countries ſubject to the crown of Spain, 
« and tranſporting it to their own country. 

In the ſame book, ſpeaking of the Dutch trade 
in Germany by the rivers Elbe, Wezer, Rhine, 
Maes, and the Ems, are the following expret- 
ſions. 

„The States of Holland have always taken 
« particular care to prevent any new import or 
« tax upon the navigation of theſe five rivers, by 
« which they carry on a very profitable trade, 
« make themſelves formidable, and extend their 
% dominion far beyond its old limits. For 6 years 
<« ago, they made themſelves maſters of the whole 


« Electorate of Cologn, and allo of Liege.“ - = 
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CH AP. XXVI. 


Other remarks pon the Dutch trade in Eurote, &c, 
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HE Hollanders have ſet up a company under 1 

the name of the Weſt India Company, and i 

their trade is carried on by the colonies, they poſ- 
{eſs in the Ifland of Curagao, and at Surinam, A 
Many advantageous privileges and encourage- 1 
ments are granted to the inhabitants of theſe tu | 
colonies, and the trade, which the company car- M 
ries on there. For they pay tonnage but 5 reals $i 
plate at the outſet, and as much at their returns | . 
and for the merchandiſe they carry from Holland Bi 
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* In Spain it is uſual to pay from zo to 40 dollars tonnage on 4 
the veſſels, that go to the Indies in the Flotas and Galeons; and as . 
5 as 80 dollars for a licence, beſides the tax to the ſeminary dt | 
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to theſe colonies, and from thence to Holland, 
but 2 4 per cent. ad valorem. 
This nation ſends a great many goods to the 
above colonies, confeſſing in their own books, 
printed in Holland, that moſt part of them are 
conſumed in South America, by means of a trade 
with the Spaniards upon the continent; and they 
export from thoſe parts great quantities of ſugar, 
cacao, and pieces of eight. 7 
To conduct the navigation and commerce of 
Italy, and other parts of the Mediterranean, they 
have a diſtinct chamber or company. The ſhips 
in this trade cannot be of Teſs force than from 20 
to 25 guns, nor carry fewer hands than from 60 
to 70. Every year they ſend into thoſe ſeas 
3 or 4 fleets, convoyed by two men of war at leaft, 
each of them from 40 to 5o guns, which paſs 
from port to port, loading and unloading, and are 
afterwards diſpatched to thoſe parts of the Levant, 
they were laſt bound to. The time they are to 
| Nay at every port is limited before they ſail, by an 
order of the ſaid chamber, | 
Ships bound to Venice uſually go to no other 
port, but the reſt for moſt part touch at Marſeilles, 
Genoa, Leghorn, Naples and Meſſina, and are 
then diſpatched to their reſpective ports, Smyrna, 
Alexandria and other parts of the Levant. 
Ships outward bound from Holland, for the eaſt, 
weſt, ſouth or north pay tonnage but 5 Dutch 
ſtivers, ſomething ſhort of a real of plate, and 10 
ſtivers at their return, and this but once a year, 
though they make ſeveral trips in that time ; but 
the veſſels employed in the herring and whale- 
fiſheries towards Groenland, are exempt from this 
duty. 
One 
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One of the beſt branches of trade the Holland- 
ers poſſeſs, is the fiſhery for herrings, cod, bacca- 
lao, ſalmon, ſoals, and whales, and eſpecially that 
of herrings and baccalao, by which they acquire 
vaſt riches, particularly from catholick countries 
upon account of their many vigils. They have 


therefore employed variety of meaſures to preſerve 


theſe two fiſheries, as well as a market for them; 
and in particular are at great pains in drying all the 
herrings that ſeem not to be fine, and curing the 
reſt in a proper time; that the ſalt be good, and 
ſufficient in quantity, and the barrels they are put 
into, ſweet, and without any defect, in order to 
keep up the reputation and conſumption this 
commodity has met with in all parts. In this 
fiſhery the Dutch uſually employ upon the coaſts 
of England 3000 ſhips, manned with 1 5000 hands, 
as the above treatiſe, The commerce of Holland, 
aſſerts ; adding, that they catch and vend every 
year above 300,000 tons of fiſh, Which, at the 
rate of 200 florins per ton, amount yearly to 7g 
millions of livres, or above 20 millions of dollars, 
of which ſum, the country is benefited two thirds. 
and the remainder diſcharges the expence of the 
faid fiſhery. Therefore if it be conſidered, ſays 
the author of this book, that all the ſhips employ- 
ed in theſe fiſheries are built in Holland, and all 
the cordage, fails, and caſks for the fiſh made there 


doo; and that they are ſupplied with falt and pro- 


viſions for ſo many fiſhermen, we muſt be ſen- 


ible of the incredible number of perſons and fa- 
milies maintained by the fiſhery alone, without 


reckoning thoſe that carry the ſaid fiſh to market 
in almoſt every corner of the world; from whence 


they 
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they have returns in commodities, fruits and large 
ſums of money. 

For the better encouragement of this great and 
profitable trade in herrings, they have ordered, 
that what they themſelves bring from the coaſt of 


Great Britain, or elſewhere, be charged with no 


duty inwards, and pay outwards but 3 or 3 
per cent. according to their goodneſs, 
A great number of hands 1s alſo employed in 


the manufactures of filk, wool, hemp, and flax, 


For the three firſt, the materials are imported from 
abroad, as alſo ſome part of the flax; though 


| = have large quantities in their own country. 


In like manner they carry on conſiderable 
traffick in printed books, and are vigilant in fe- 
curing the vent they have for them in foreign 
parts. 

One of the principal 1 means, that have made 


the navigation of the Hollanders increaſe and 
flouriſh, is the advantage of navigating and car- 


Tying cheaper than other nations, whence it 1s that 


they can under-ſell other merchants ; and may 


foreigners trade alſo upon Dutch bottoms from 


the cheapneſs of freight, their punctuality, and 


the ſecurity of convoys to their merchant ſhips ; to 
which may be added a reputation for fair accounts 
and ſtrict honour in every thing intruſted to them. 

In the above treatiſe, The commerce of Holland, 


it is alſo ſaid, that the Lan of Auſtria, ſceing the 
great damage the Rates of Holland would ſuſtain, 
were. they cut off from the trade of the Baltick, 
made an attempt ia the reign of Ferdinand II. to 
aſſume. the ſovereignty of this ſea; and ſeveral 


times fince, to diſturb this branch 1 their com- 


merce, but always to little purpoſe, and that 5 
0 
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of the fundamental policies of Holland was 75 
prevent rf poſſible the merchants of the north from 
trading conſiderably with the ſouth cr weſtern ſlates 
of Europe, and alſo any conſe derable number of theſe 
rom à COmmerce in the north. The author adds, 
that this republick fituated between both, will al- 
ways prevent, as much as poſſible, the trade of 
Europe from being carried on without its aſſiſ- 
tance; and not fall of ſucceſs, ſo long as they 
have the ſecret of ſelling cheaper, and of ſupply- 
ing others in Holland with goods almoſt at the 
price of the very places, whence they Export them 
from. 
Among other things, they import from Cour- 
land great quantity of linſeed, from which an oy! 
is drawn, and there is great conſumption of it in 
Holland. In Flanders and in France they alſo 
want a great deal to fow ; becauſe their flax de- 
generates, and is not good for ſeed. 

Beſides an embaſlador which the ſtates have at the 
court of Conſtantinople, in order to maintain their 
commerce, they have ſettled in the principal ports 
of the Levant conſuls and vice-conſuls to admi- 
niſter juſtice to the Dutch merchants, that reſide 
in thoſe places; where they allo have many fac- 
tors employed in their trade, 

The Chineſe are reckoned to be the moſt dex- 
trous in commerce; for the advancement of which 
they have made rivers navigable, and opened ſe- 
veral canals, to facilitate the carriage of goods 
and fruits Gom one province to another at a ſmail 
expence ; and are allo anxious to keep their roads 
in good repair, and have proviſions cheap in their 
country; as it is the principal means to have their 
merchandiſe ſo too, and a ſufficient vent for it. 
. 
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CHAP. XXXVII 


Examples from Holland and other powers in regard 
to an exportation and traffick in arms, and mi. 


litary flores. A remark on this ſubject. 


[HE Hollanders poſſeſs alſo a conſiderable 
traffick from the purchaſe and ſale of arms, 
ammunition, and other warlike ſtores, which they 
import from Sweden, &c. and {ell in vaſt quan- 
tities to moſt other nations, even to their neigh- 
bours, without any dread of their turning them 


againſt Holland. They are ſenſible, that were 


they not to receive them from Holland, they might 
be ſupplied elſewhere, and the Dutch diſappoint- 
ed of the profits ariſing from the traffick, which 


is the moſt powerful ammunition and means of 


conqueſt. For it buys arms, gunpowaer, men 


and horſes; raiſes, and maintains vaſt armies of 


regular troops, fits out powerful fleets, purchaſes 


and negociates alliances, good will, and every 
thing that has a tendence, or is neceſſary to pre- 
{ſerve and extend our dominions. It ſeems there- 
fore convenient on many occaſions, after our own 
armies and magazines are ſufficiently provided, to 
allow the exportation of arms, ammunition, and 


 warlike ſtores, provided it be with paſſports, for 


the reaſons abovementioned, and becaute allowing 


foreigners, as we now do, to export our iron from 


Cantabria, (a fine material for fire arms, and other 
uſes) and this too without paying any duty, or 
tax, on account of an immunity thoſe provinces 


enjoy in exporting their own commodities, we 
give them an excellent material almoſt for nothing, 


to work up into fire arms, and other valuable — 
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by means of which they are provided with them, 
and we reap no more advantage than 4 dollars, 
the ordinary value of a quintal of iron (which is 
150 pounds there) at the time of exporting it. 
While on the other hand, were 150 pound weight 
of this material wrought up by ourſelves into fire 
arms and ſwords, hard ware, &c. and ſold to fo- 
reigners, the fame weight or quantity manufac- 
tured, would no doubt yield us above 16 inſtead 
of 4 dollars. If then the Cantabrians now ex- 
port, for inſtance, the amount of 300,000 dol- 
lars in iron, we ſhould receive 1, 200, ooo when- 
ever ſent abroad in fire arms, and other curious 
wares ; and viſible is the great advantage that would 
reſult from it to his majeſty's ſubjects, and the 
commerce of Spain 1n general. 

This convenience ſeems alſo to be attended with 
many other conſiderable advantages; I ſhall men- 
tion but one. It will be a means of ſecuring a 
great many forges, and artificers in fire arms, and 
other inſtruments of war, for the ſervice of the 
monarchy. At this time are forged yearly in 
Cantabria and Catalonia from 18 to 20000 fire 
arms, and a few {words to ſupply the conſtant de- 
mands of the infantry, cavalry, and dragoons, 

the magazines of our fortreſſes, and the gariſons 
in Africa, and the Indies; and as the number of 
artificers will naturally bear ſome proportion to the 
vent and conſumption of the manufacture, we are 
to imagine the mechanicks now employed in thoſe 
works to be proportioned to the 18 or 20000 
arms now forged there annually ; and conſequent- 

ly there will be a want of maſters and workmen, 
whenever his majeſty, either in time of war, or 
any other emergence, ſhall require an annual ſup- 


ply 
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ply of 30, 40 or 50000 muſkets. But in caſe of 
an exportation by paſſports, there will be an in- 
creaſe of hands in this branch, and daily improve- 


ment in the fabrick; and in time of war, or any 


other preſſing occaſion, by laying an embargo 
upon the exportation, they will be all at work for 


his majeſty's armies and magazines, and he will 


by this means enſure a ſupply for all his extraor- 
dinary demands. Moreover, it ſeems reaſonable, 
that under paſſports, and in a certain proportion, 
there might be an allowance to export other mili- 
tary ſtores, ſuch as ball, iron cannon, bombs, 
granados and powder, of all which more may be 
manufactured then his majeſty ſhall have occafion 
for, out of the plenty of materials there are in 
Spain ; provided always it be underſtood, that this 


and every other extraction be in ſuch quantities, at 
fuch times, and in a ſhape prudence ſhall direct, 


and after his majeſty's armies and gariſons are well 
ftored, in imitation of what is done in France, 


England, Holland, Sweden, Italy, &c. and the 


rohibition ſhould only be continued in reſpect to 


infidels and other ſtates, that ſhall not be ſure 


friends. But as this 1s a very delicate point, and 
an extraction of theſe commodities is oppoſed by 

ancient laws and ſtatutes, though many of them 
were made at a time Spain was in a very different 
ſituation, Moors and Saracens being in poſſeſſion 
of ſeveral of its provinces, I ſhall proceed no far- 
ther than a hint, without preſuming to pronounce 
a formal opinion, and refer myſelf to the tribunals 
and miniſters, whom it concerns, and who will 
be able to decide with more prudence*. 
e HAF. 

* Tn ſupport of this opinion, it is remarkable, that in the actual 
contract made for the founding of artillery, and other commodities 
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CHAT. AAXYUL 


Why the Dutch Eaſt India company is very rich and 
powerful. The ruin and tragical end of other 
companies in Europe; and the danger a new one 
ſet up in the Low Countries, ſubject to the houſe 
of Auſtria, 1s expoſed to. 


NE of the reaſons why the Dutch Eaſt In- 
dia company flouriſhes, and is become the 
richeſt and moſt powerful of all other, we know 
of, is its being abſolute, and inveſted with a kind 
of ſovereignty, and dominion, more eſpecially 
over the many ports, provinces, and colonies, it 
poſſeſſes in thoſe parts. For it appoints magiſtrates, 
admirals, generals and governors, fends and re- 
ceives embaſſies from kings and ſovereign princes, 
makes peace and war at pleaſure, and by its own 
authority; adminiſters juſtice to all, appoints tri- 
bunals to judge in their name, with plenary power 
and no appeal; puniſhes and remits offences, be- 
ſtows rewards becoming the dignity of kings, 
ſettles colonies, builds fortifications, levies troops, 
maintains numerous armies and gariſons, fits out 


fleets and coins money. And though there is ac- 


knowledged a dependance upon the ſtates general, 
it may be ſaid they ſeldom exert their power; and 
while the republick preſerves the right of ſovereign- 


of caſt iron in the founderies of Lierganes and Cabada, it bas been 
ſtipulated, that whenever his majeſty ſhall have no occafion for all the 
artillery, that ſhall be manufactured, the undertaker is to be allowed, 
elther by licence from his majeſty, the maſter of the ordnance, or 
other officer charged with the care of it, the privilege of ſelling a cer- 
tain quantity to his majeſty's ſubjects, and the allies and contcderates 
of this crown, together with ball proper for it, as it was granted in the | 
preceding contracts. 


ty, 
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ty, it tacitly leaves the exerciſe and poſſeſſion of it 
to the merchants of this company. Theſe vaſt 
powers were, and {till are requiſite to cheriſh and 
preſerve this flouriſhing branch of trade, and the 
proprietors juſtly merited them. For by their 
own vigilance, fatigue and expence they conquer. 
ed, and preſerve all the countries, they poſſeſs in 
thoſe parts of Aſia, and their fortreſſes on the coaſt 
of Africa for refreſhment, refitting and protection 
of their ſhips. But ſuch extraordinary power, 
indulgences and privileges, though neceſſary for 
the ſupport of ſo rich a vein of commerce, could 
not without great inconvenience be diſpenſed in 
monarchies and other great kingdoms, where com- 
panies ſhould be eſtabliſhed with an excluſive right 
of trade in thoſe provinces, which their ſovereigns 
and lawful maſters are in peaceable poſſeſſion of. 
The ſcheme of ſetting theſe up, with power or 
leave to plant colonies, and carry on trade in 
foreign parts, as the Dutch Eaſt India company 
projected, and ſucceeded in, raifing itſelf upon the 
{ſpoils of the Portugueſe, and afterwards at the 
expence of the Engliſh, might be attended with 
great danger, and inconvenience, eſpecially, if 
the trade projected on this plan ſhould prove ſo ex- 
tenſive, as to raiſe the jealouſy of other powers. 
To theſe may be added other conſiderations, that 
credit has ſuffered much from theſe commercial 
aſſociations in many parts of Europe, as it has lately 
happened from that in France, known by the 
name of the Miflifippi, in which was ea the 
old Eaſt and Weſt India companies, with additio- 
nal privileges; and from that of the South fea 
in England. For as both theſe were raiſed to an 
exceſſive and vain height of expectation by the 
weaknels 
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weakneſs of many, the blind avarice of ſome, and 
the ſubtil villany of others, they ended in a tragedy, 
that cauſed the lamentation, clamours, and ruin of 
many, and a deſpair, that brought others to a fatal 
end. : 
Several other companies of an inferior degree, 
and leſs character have alſo miſcarried in certain 
Northern countries, eſpecially England and France, 
either for want of a ſufficient capital, or becauſe. 
the directors, agents and other dependants abuſed 
the truſt repoſed in them ; from whence enſued 
the ruin of above 30 companies formed in France 
at ſeveral times, in different provinces and upon 
various plans. 5 

In the provinces of Flanders and Brabant, now 
in poſſeſſion of the Auſtrians, is juſt ſet up a new 
Eaſt India company with a capital or fund of fix 
millions of florins, which is above two millions 
and a half of dollars, and with great hopes of gain 
and proſperity, but I am jealous their great expec- 
tation of ſucceſs, as well as their very capital muſt 
come to nothing. Though the candour and ſin- 
cerity which induced the inhabitants to ſo large a 
ſubſcription, and arduous undertaking, deſerves a 
better fate, as they were drawn into it rather by a 
publick ſpirit than prudence. For they have not 
well conſidered, that beſides the ordinary riſk of 
ſuch companies from a navigation ſo extenſive and 
hazardous, preparations very chargeable, and a 
trade ſo diſtant, they have alſo to ſtruggle with 

the enmity and all the power of the Dutch by ſea 

and land, not only in their neighbourhood, but 

in the courſe of a long navigation, and on the 
ſeas and coaſts of the very Eaſt Indies, where by 
force, addreſs and alliances they raiſed them- 
„ N ſelves, 
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ſelves, and ſtill ſupport a great ſuperiority in ſpite 
of the Engliſh, Portugueſe and other Europeans, 
that have ſome trade there, but ſo inconſiderable, 
that all together is not equal to what the Hollan- 
ders enjoy ſingly, and who could give law to the 
very Engliſh in 1662, obliging them to a peace 
very advantageous to Holland, and this company 
in particular, after a bloody and expenſive war, 
that aroſe from jealouſy and rivalſhip in commerce, 
If then, as common prudence directs, we are to 
judge of the future, and imagine what is likely to 
happen by paſt events, we muſt be perſuaded, that 
ſhould the above company not fail, and ſink under 
its own weight and misfortunes, the ſtates of Hol- 
land will themſelves exert their utmoſt power to 
deſtroy it; firſt by publick and private negociati- 
ons, and are theſe inſufficient, by availing them- 
ſelves of the force of arms, ſo that in the natural 
courſe of things, no hope or refuge appears leſt 
the Flemings and Brabanters, but from the 
French and Engliſh, that hitherto ſeem averſe to 
the proſperity and continuance of this company, 
diſcovering their true intereſt, and changing their 
opinion in favour of it, For in my apprehenſion 
it will be for the advantage of England, France, 
and even Portugal to tolerate and encourage it 
from reaſons of ſtate, and ſelf-preſervation, which 
put all princes and republicks upon reducing the 
power of ſuch, as aſpire after univerſal dominion, 
or have already acquired it, as the Aſſyrians, Chal- 
deans, Medes, Perſians, Greeks and Romans did, 
and againſt whom thoſe neareſt to danger, uſually 
form confederacies, and court even diſtant alliances 
to balance the great and ambitious power that 
threatens them; and to reduce it to an equality, 

or 
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or even lower, that all may live ſecure, and con- 
| fined within their own limits. If the power of 
the Hollanders, though great in Europe, does 
not put princes and ſtates upon their guard, they 
| muſt poſſeſs a kind of univerſal monarchy or do- 
minion in the ſouthern provinces, iſlands and ſeas 
of Aſia, from Arabia to Japan, ſubjecting by all 
poſſible ways many of the powers of Europe to 
their law, in every thing reſpecting that impor- 
tant branch of trade; a thing, which, beſides the 
diſhonour of it, very much interferes with their 
intereſt. For in thoſe parts, Holland commands 
and directs every thing at pleaſure, bringing ſove- 
reigns under ſubjection, conquering or reducin 
large and plentiful provinces, after it laid the 
foundation of its empire upon the ſpoils of Portu- 
gal, and enlarged it, by preſcribing narrow limits 
to the juriſdiction and commerce of the Engliſh, 
and diſappointing or reducing that of the French 
and other Europeans. For this and other reaſons, 
good policy ſeems to ſuggeſt, that the Engliſh, 
French and Portugueſe, intereſted and aggrieved, 
E ſhould unite, and not only tolerate, but encourage 
this new company, and receive it as an auxiliary, 
and confederate power to aſſiſt in humbling the 
pride of the Dutch, and weakening their univer- 
fal dominion in the Eaſt Indies, that all may live 
| independant, and not under a ſubjection, that 
bears hard upon their honour and commerce. 


Though this digreſſion ſeems foreign to the 


main point I propoſed, ſuch remarks and obſer- 
E vations may ſome time be of advantage to us, by 
urtue of the right we have, and the great advan- 
tage we may gain by carrying on a trade too in 
| thoſe parts by way of New Spain; or in a direct 
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courſe to the Philippine iſlands along the coaſts o 
Atrica and Afia, To attain this, it would be 
highly proper there ſhould be no abſolute dominion 
on thoſe ſeas and coaſts, which by its power ca 
embarraſs us in the attempt, againit all reaſon and 
juſtice. 


CHA FP. AAS. 


The difficulties and inconventencies that attend a 
eſtabliſhment of trading companies in Spain. 


TT HOUGHI am now treating of the rule 
: and progreſs of the Dutch trade, as the 
{ſubject has itſelf led me to ſpeak of their comps 
nies, it is not amiſs here to offer my ſentiment; 
in reſpect to the difficulties and inconveniencie, 
that oppoſe the making ſuch eſtabliſhments in 
Spain. What has induced me to it, is meeting 
with ſome perſons very ſtrenuous, and talking 
warmly in favour of ſuch an aſſociation to condut 
all the trade between this kingdom and the Indie; 
which would be the ſame thing, as allowing! 
certain number of merchants to monopoliſe it. | 
have ſeen alſo propoſals in a rough draught fo 
the appointment and conduct of it, but in my appre- 
henſion, ſuch a company would rather be injut:- 
ous than uſeful here, not barely becauſe we coul 
not, in order to ſettle and ſecure its continuance, 
inveſt it with all the powers and extenſive pri- 
leges, that of Holland, which reſembles a fore 
reignty, enjoys, and for other reaſons abovemer- 
tioned, the vivacity of the nation can never be fe. 
conciled to it, or engage with the coolnels and 
temper ſuch projects ſtand in need of, to ſuccecd, 


and be permanent, or have all that patience, * 
| he 
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the ſlowneſs of the returns demands; eſpecially 
ſince there ariſes no profits in the firſt years, when 
uſually the expences run higher than the gains. 
This apprehenſion is alſo confirmed by the diſ- 


appointment the contract met with, which was 


obtained in the year 1714, and paſſed in the ſhape 
of a company, for the trade of the Honduras, and 
alſo the confuſion and other croſs incidents that 
befell the victualling contract a little before, whence 
the accompts, it ſeems, cannot be yet ſettled; ſo 
that the proprietors are ignorant, whether they are 
gainers or loſers, though there be ſome reaſon to 
dread the latter; not ſo much from the prices, 
as the little harmony and agreement in the direc- 
tion. As therefore recourſe to this ſort of com- 
pany is loaded with difficulties, ſlow and of un- 
certain ſucceſs, Ido not think it an adequate meaſure, 
nor effectual enough to afford the ſpeedy remedy 
which the preſſing wants of the monarchy require, 
and the evils it labours under. I can alſo add, that 
the principal advantage of commerce does not ariſe 
either from its being carried on by companies, or 
ſtated fleets, or even a trade open to all his majeſ- 
ty's ſubjects, but from its being carried on, at leaſt 
in the main, with the commodities manufactured 
in our own country. In this caſe we ſhould not 
only gain a great deal of money, but alſo detain it 
at home for the reaſons given above. But ſuppoſe 
there were a company in Spain, very grandand rich, 
and it ſhould open a large commerce in America, 


or elſewhere, availing itſelf of foreign commo- 


dities, as it is moſtly practiſed at this time (and 
would be then too, fo long as we want many good 
manufactures, and at the ordinary prices) the 
chief part of the gains would no doubt fall to the 
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ſhare of thoſe foreign nations, that had furniſhed 


the goods, and the amount of them center in their 
reſpective countries. For trading by companies, 
made up of a certain number of proprietors, or 
individuals, who, without being aſſociated, are 
yet ſubject to the rules of a flota, is the ſame in 
effect; it is a change of mere form, not an alterati- 
on in the main; in mode, not in ſubſtance; which 
always depends upon its being carried on with our 
own commodities and fruits, at leaſt in general; 
a point, that would not be ſecured by rich and 
powerful companies, for theſe or any other pro- 
prietors whatſoever would be always ſeeking out 
where they might have goods at the loweſt rates, 
and proper for the market, as all perſons in trade 
do. Nay, were it a condition in the charter of the 
company, that all the goods ſhould be of the 
| merchandiſe and fruits of Spain, we might with 
_ reaſon dread, that as buying at the deareſt rate is 
in ſome ſort a violence to the law of nations, and 
contrary to the order of nature, this condition 
would not be obſerved in the cargoes, eſpecially 
ſince moſt of the commodities are ſhipped at this 
time in the flotas and galeons, by admeaſurement, 
without ever examining or knowing either the 
quality or quantity of the goods, every bale or 
cheſt contains, from its being a great vexation and 
injury to have them opened, as we are aſſured not 
only by merchants of good ſenſe and veracity, but 
alſo by many of the officers concerned in the diſ- 
patch of the faid flotas and galeons. Moreover, 
ſo long as foreign commodities continue to be 
cheaper, upon account of the exceſſive duties laid 
upon our own, they will ſecure the means and 
advantage of tranſporting them to our Indies, 


either 
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either by the way of Cadiz, or by an illicite com- 
merce, ſhipping them for thoſe parts; or indirectly 
under the ſcreen of their own colonies. So that 
all theſe diſcourſes, reflections, or proviſions, tend 
always to one point; that our ſole remedy is from 
manufactories, cheriſhing, improving and pre- 
ſerving theſe by the help of immunities, and other 
encouragements, that have been recommended in 
general, and ſhall be particulariſed hereafter. 
Some that favour trading companies in Spain 
build upon a ſuppoſition, that by this means more 
money will be employed to extend the commerce; 


but in my narrow apprehenſion the contrary will 


happen; and to ſupport my opinion, I ſhall offer 
ſuch reaſons as occur to me: that by comparing 
them with what thoſe of different notions will no 
doubt alledge, every perſon may be enabled to 
judge whether ſide carries moſt probability. 

It is well known, that whenever we project any 
of theſe companies to monopoliſe a certain com- 
merce allotted to it, we uſually agree upon a de- 
terminate and limited ſum to be diſburſed, made 
a joint ſtock, and expended in fitting out ſhips, the 


purchaſe of goods and incidental charges. This is 


diſtributed into ſhares of a certain moderate value, 
viz. about 2 or 4000 dollars, that each perſon, 
according to his fortunes, may put into the com- 
mon ſtock the ſum, he ſhall be able or willing 
to ſubſcribe, and be entitled to a number of ſhares 
in proportion. In this way ſet out the famous 
Dutch Eaſt India company, that is now ſo flouriſh- 


ing, upon the bare capital of fix millions and a half 


of florins, which is ſomewhat under three millions 
of dollars. Upon the fame plan the Oſtend com- 
pany is now forming itſelf, upon a fund of fix 

N 4 millions 
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millions of florins, and a day is fixed for every one 
to declare the ſum he is willing to ſubſcribe, and 
to ſign the books, obliging himſelf to pay it in at 
the times, that ſhall be appointed. 
After the expiration of this term, and an entry 


made of the ſeveral ſums, that make up the capi- 


tal agreed upon, the books are cloſed, and the com- 


merce is monopoliſed by that ſet of merchants, 


who have diſburſed their money, and acquired 
ſtock or a right to the profits, ſubject alſo to the 


loſſes in proportion to the ſum each proprietor has 


ſubſcribed, Nor do they uſually admit others, 
that would purchaſe an intereſt in the company, 
as ſoon as it is once formed, or ever after. Hence 
the door is ſhut to all increaſe of the capital for 
extending the trade, which for the firſt years is 
moſtly carried on with loſs, as it happened to this 
very company in Holland ; and afterwards, though 
it turn out ſucceſsful, the trade is for moſt part 
very confined; for ſometimes they expend a moie- 
ty, nay two thirds in purchaſing or building ſhips, 
in arming and fitting them out; in the pay of the 
officers, ſailors, factors and other dependants ; in 


eſtabliſhing, fortifying and gariſoning colonics, 


tranſporting thither at a great expence familics, 


troops, ordnance and ammunition ; and in other 
neceſſary charges, reſerving but a limited fund for 
the purchaſe of commodities to trade with, upon 
which depends their gain or loſs; and it is ob- 
ſervable, that when the undertaking turns out well, 
the profits come in very flowly. But if, by flotas 
regulated and provided by ſovereigns, and other 
royal encouragements, trade is carried on open and 
free for every ſubject, each on his own account 
and riſk, the number of adventurers is augmented 


either 


\ 
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either by moneyed men, or proprietors of vine- 


yards, &c. (of which there are many in Andaluſia) 


or the clothiers and others, that have manufac- 
tories of their own. And the caſe will be, that 
many who in ſome years have not money, goods 
or fruits, and therefore cannot be proprietors at 
the time this company is ſet up, may have them 
in other years and be able to traffick, either by 
ſending them abroad themſelves, or by factors, 
which they could not do, at leaſt ſo much to their 
advantage, were the trade before-hand monopo- 
liſed by a company, for in ſuch a cafe the only 
refuge of the farmer and manufacturer is to ſell 
their goods and fruits at low prices to the com- 
pany's factors, who would ſhip them off and ſell 
them in the Indies, principally to the gain of the 
company, and advantage of the merchants who 


compoſe it, (and no doubt many foreigners would 


have an intereſt in it) while both our manufac- 
turers, and farmers would be greatly injured, 
contrary to all good policy, and the very laws of 


the kingdom, that ſo much favour and recom- 


mend them to our protection. 

A farther proof, that in a commerce open and 
free for every ſubject, on the account and riſk of 
private traders, much more money 1s uſually em- 
ployed than when it is monopoliſed and under the 
limitations of a company, I am to obſerve, that 
in the flota, that failed from Cadiz to New Spain 
In 1720, there was ſhipped to the value of above 
ten millions of dollars, by the accompts of his 
majeſty's officers for the amount of the duties raiſed 
upon it, and charged only by the regiſter ; and 
as in ſuch large cargoes, and in the hurry things 
are uſually tranſacted from the ſhortneſs of the 
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time and other circumſtances, frauds and abuſe; 
are unavoidable, it is apprehended, there would 
paſs unregiſtred at leaſt two millions, including the 
indulgences uſually made in thoſe very duties to 
eccleſiaſtical ſocieties, miſſionaries, &c. ſo that the 
whole cargo would amount, even before it was 
ſhipped, to above 12 millions of dollars. And 
the cargoes of the other flotas and galeons have 
been nearly of the ſame value in the outſet, while 
it is notorious, that no fleet of the famous com- 
panies in England and Holland has failed out of 
Europe with goods and fruits of half the value, 
Our diſgrace is, that moſt part of what is ſhipped 
at theſe times on board our flotas and galeons is 
the property of foreigners. But this is not owing 


to the trade being carried on, either by companies, 


or private hands, each at their own charge and 
riſk, but to our miſmanagement in the important 
article of manufactures, and the exportation of 
them, as it has been already obſerved elſewhere. 


CHAP, XL 


Other cautions drawn from the very Dutch Eaft India 
company, and which make one diſſident of the ſuc- 


ceſs of thoſe, that ſhall be jet up by other powers. 


Hs very flouriſhing Dutch Eaſt India com- 
pany, that met with ſo great ſucceſs at its 


ſetting out, and by ſome favourable opportunitics, 


extended itſelf ſo much, ſeems to have had its diſ- 
treſſes from the frauds and embezelments, which 
ſome of the proprietors were guilty of, ſo that it 
could never have ſtood theſe loſſes, and anſwered 
its growing demands, but from the vaſt riches it 
poſſeſſed; riches that no other nation in the world 

ever 
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ever acquired, or can eaſily do, as may be ſeen 


both from what has been already advanced, and 


the nine following articles, which I have thought 


proper to inſert here out of the above treatiſe, The 
commerce of Holland. 
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« It is eaſy to ſee by theſe particulars, that the 
trade of the Indies muſt yield immenſe profits ; 


for beſides the dividends every year paid to the 


proprietors, it can raiſe funds for all the exorbi- 
tant charges it is obliged to ſupply in the In- 
dies and in Europe, for the payment of all its 
officers, directors, agents and dependants, ſol- 
diers and ſailors, fortifications and ammunition 
for the forts, for the building, freight and victu- 
alling of a great number of ſhips, and other 
veſſels, and for the preſervation and increaſe of 
their maritime force. 

« After all theſe diſburſements, its clear annual 
gains uſually riſe up to three millions of gold, 
which is near 50 millions of livres, including 
the amount of the returns, and all charges. 

« The immenſe gains this company had made 
ſince its firſt eſtabliſhment tempted us“ in the 
year 1664. to engage in the ſame commerce, 
but experience has taught us, that what is good 
for the Dutch, is not always convenient for 
others. In truth this commerce, that ſo much 
enriches them (by their being proprietors of the 
Spice Iſlands) can never be advantageous to a 
ſtate, or its ſubjects, when they employ ready 
money to purchaſe them very dear at ſecond 
hand, with a profit of 20 per cent. or take 
merchandiſe of them to deſtroy their own ma- 
nufactures. 


He ſpeaks of the French. 4 Th 
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« This is what has really happened to us; and 
ever ſince his majeſty prohibited the uſe of 
printed linnens in his kingdom, we ſee the ma. 
nufactories of our ſtuffs ſenſibly revive. 

«© Moreover the gains of the company would 


cc be much more conſiderable were they ſerved in 


the Indies with fidelity and ſtrict juſtice. It is 
fully convinced, that moſt part of their officers 
and dependants, great and ſmall, though it gives 


them very large ſalaries, and theſe well paid, 


fail not of making great fortunes at the expence 
of the company's intereſt. This is viſible by 
all thoſe, that come from the Indies, and have 
had authority, or poſts there. 


However great the diſtance of theſe places 


may be, it would not be impoſſible to reform 
moſt of the abuſes, which the company's of- 
ficers are guilty of in the Indies; but as the ge- 
nerality of them are relations, or allied to, and 
often creatures of the directors, they are uſual- 
ly incapable of the employments they polels, 
and it is the reaſon that induces the company 
not to be very rigorous in examining their ac- 
compts. It is even ſaid, that the directors 

ſcreen them, becauſe they hace in the profits. 


c The company's officers in Europe are not 


leſs attentive to their own intereſt; and we are 
told that the directors, who are charged with 
the purchaſe of merchandiſe, or inſpect the 
ſhipping, or fit out and victual them, in ſhort, 
all that are in any office, which gives them a 
ſhare in the management, find a way to im- 
prove their fortune and their ſalaries conſide- 
rably. But nothing ſo much prevents good 


con in the company; as taking directors 


Ut 
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« out of the body of the magiſtrates, though the 
« company's charter runs, that they ſhal! be all 
« merchants without any employment under the 
« ſtates general, or any particular province. How- 
« ever, as ſoon as there is a vacancy in the direc- 
« tion, the magiſtrates never fail of canvaſſing 
« for it, in order to have the influence and falary 
« annexed to it. | 

« Of the 17 directors in the diſpoſal of the city 
« of Amſterdam, 12 of them are filled by theſe 
« gentlemen ; and as they have ſufficient employ- 
« ment otherwiſe, they cannot have leiſure to at- 
« tend the buſineſs of the company, ſo much as 
« js neceſſary. All the other proprietors complain 
« often of theſe abuſes, but ſtill provide no re- 
„„ | | 

I have thought proper to enlarge pretty much 
upon the eſtabliſhment and uſe of companies, as 
it is one of the capital points in commerce; and as 
I have obſerved ſome miniſters and others very 
zealous for their eſtabliſhment here; and I was 
unwilling that our attention, time and money, 
which may be employed in meaſures more inter- 


eſting, and ſure to ſucceed, ſhould be laviſhed 


upon vain undertakings. 


CHAP. XII. 


Under what circumſtances companies are Cconve- 
ment, and even neceſſary in trade, The French 


and Dutch carry on very conſiderable branches of 


commerce without them. 


HE general rule laid down in the two fore- 

going chapters has, I think, and may admit 

of exceptions. There are caſes, that render an aſſo- 
| ciation, 
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ciation, and joint ſtock of ſeveral rich merchants, 
convenient and neceſſary to ſettle, and proſecute a 
commerce to advantage; when, for inſtance, their 
king has no ſovereignty in diſtant countries, where 
the traffick is to be, nor men of war, or other 
means to convoy the merchant ſhips; or he does 
not think proper to employ his armaments in re- 
mote expeditions, and in favour of a trade ſo far 
off and hazardous. In theſe inſtances, it is uſually 
apprehended neceſſary for a certain number of 
merchants to unite and raiſe a common fund of 
ſome millions, in order to enable them to pur- 
chaſe, or build ſhips ; to man, victual and fit them 
out; to levy troops, and pay them ; to purchaſe 
goods and fruits for the trade ; to ſettle colonies by 
carrying over families; to fortify and ſupply them 
with ammunition and ſtores; and for other large 
diſburſements, which cannot be provided for with- 
out the vaſt funds of ſuch companies, as it hap- 
to the above Dutch company and others : 
but in Spain there is no occaſion for this kind of 
expence, or fund, that gives rife to ſuch compa- 
nies, at leaſt for the trade of this kingdom with 
the Weſt Indies. For our monarch employs his 
maritime force to convoy and protect the trade of 
his ſubjects in Flotas and Galeons; and as he thus 
exerciſes his marine, even in peace, he alſo by 
the freights reimburſes himſelf of the charge of 
the ſaid marine, while his treaſury is enriched by 
the duties upon exports and imports at their going 
out and return, the gains made by his vaſſals, and 
the ſale often repeated in Spain and the Indies, 
both of commodities and fruits, that moſtly yield 
an advantage to the royal revenue. 1 
6 "Pp 
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| Beſides this ſupport, they poſſeſs the great ad- 


vantage of his majeſty's having not only colonies, 
but very extenſive kingdoms and provinces in 
America, under his auſpicious and gracious govern- 
ment, with many-good ports, fortified and well 
ſtored all over thoſe vaſt regions, where they find 
a reception, ſecurity and all other encouragements 
they can deſire without any expence ; ſo that the 
capital motives for an eſtabliſhment of companies 
are alſo wanting in Spain for the navigation and 
commerce of the Weſt Indies; and it appears only 
adviſable to allow an aſſociation of merchants, diſ- 
poſed to ſettle a navigation, and a limited traffick 
in the Eaſt Indies, along the coaſts of Africa and 
Aſia, by means of the Philippine Iſlands, as ſome 
of his majeſty's ſubjects have projected a plan, at 
their own charge, and without riſk to his majeſty's 
armaments or treaſury in a navigation ſo diſtant, 
and an undertaking ſo uncertain, as this may very 
well be ; however, as all the profits are to the pro- 
prietors of this company, by induſtry and appli- 
cation they may perhaps ſurmount the difficulties, 
that are viſible, and have been already pointed 
out. But when ever we determine upon {ſuch a 
ſcheme, proper reſtraints ought to be preſcribed, 
that the commerce in thoſe parts be conducted in 
| fach a manner, that treaties of peace may not in- 
| terfere with it, nor it be injurious to the manu- 
factures of Spain, or its American trade. Under 
E ſuch precautions his majeſty may always aſſiſt, 
and alſo furniſh them with ſome artillery and am- 
munition, and other encouragements here, and in 
the Philippine Iſlands. 
It is alſo to be obſerved, that moſt of the great 
commerce of the French 1s at the fole charge 8 
ri 
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riſk of private perſons, and many conſiderable 
branches of the Dutch trade are alſo conducted in 
the ſame ſhape, and not by companies, eſpecially 
with Spain, France, Germany, England and other 
parts of Europe. It is the fame with their large 
commerce to the Levant, which has been obſerved 
to take in moſt of their Mediterranean trade, from 
the ſtreights of Gibraltar, to the right and left, 
all along the coaſts of Africa and Europe, to thoſe 


of Aſia in Paleſtine, Syria and Natolia, where 


they even trade very largely. For though moſt 
of their ſhips make theſe remote voyages, under 
convoy of ſhips of war to certain diſtances, and 


ſubject to the rules and direction of a chamber 
eſtabliſhed in Holland for this purpoſe, and already 


taken notice of, it is well known, that every na- 
tive or inhabitant of Holland poſſeſſes the privi- 


lege of embarking in this commerce at any time, 


of doing it at his own riſk, and withdrawing 
whenever it ſhall be convenient, or agreeable to 
him. In this reſpect it is upon the very footing 
of our India Flotas and Galeons, which fail al- 
ways under the orders and inſtructions given to 
the commandant general, and every perſon trades 
upon his own bottom and riſk, without being ſub- 


ject to any company; unleſs a few merchants aſ- 


ſociate by choice for a ſingle voyage, and a deter- 
minate quantity of merchandiſe and fruits; and 
which they ſometimes do for one or more re- 
giſter ſhips, that fail independant of the Flotas and 


Galeons, eſpecially thoſe, that uſually trade to 


Buenos Ayres, having firſt obtained a patent from 
his majeſty. | 


CHAP. 
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as AP; Adi, 


Though Spain has been ſomewhat flow in coming in- 
0 the new regulations of duties, and other pro- 


vi ions in favour of trade, we may expect to in- 


prove it from the great encouragement of bis 
_ majeſty, and other reaſons given. 


PAVING already produced inſtances from 
France, England, Holland, &c. of their 
proviſions in favour of trade, I ſhould have been 


glad to ſay as much of Spain, in the fame article; 
but to my great mortification, the materials are 
ſcarce. For though in the reigns of our great 
monarchs, we meet with many wile regulations 
in favour of navigation and commerce, they are 
not of ſufficient extent, or ſuch proviſions, as are 
ſuitable, and the new policies of other nations 
practiſe in that moſt eſſential point of well adjuſt- 
ing the taxes, both in the cuſtom-houſe, and for 
the fale and conſumption of commodities, and 
fruits; I call it the new policy, becauſe the very 


powers, that now proſper moſt in trade, were al- 


to formerly very negligent in the article of taxes ; 
but at that time a thing lets injurious. For all 
ſtates were upon a footing, and ſuch an event had 
never happened, as this, that one nation by good 
&conomy take advantage of the neglects of ano- 
ther, and reduce it to the lamentable circum- 
ſtances we now find ourſelves in. But as ſoon as 
foreign powers began to open their eyes in the 


17th century, eſpecially France, England and 


Holland, and made new regulations in the 
duties, and other proviſions, better adapted to the 
improvement and advance of their own manu— 
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factories and trade; and Spain ſtill perſiſted in her 
old courſe with ſmall variation, and which is in 


general oppoſite to a profitable commerce, conſi- 


dering the preſent conſtitution of things, and the 
policy of other powers, their wiſe and modern 
proviſions prevailed to our great detriment; nor 


is there any other means to prevent our ruin, but 


by imitating them, at leaſt in the main, and adopt- 
ing the ſame meaſures in the ſhape I ſhall propoſe 


afterwards ; or ſuch other, as men of deeper pe- 
netration ſhall judge beſt for our conſtitution. 


We mult allow the miniſtries of France, Eng- 
land and Holland, the merit of being before thoſe 
of Spain, both in diſcovering the ſecrets, and 
fafe policies of this intereſting tranſaction, and in 


propoſing, and carrying them into execution with 


all the ſucceſs above-mentioned. France, as has 
been already obſerved, though a kingdom very 
large, plentiful and finely fituated for trade both 
by ſea and land, did not gain this advantage till 
the reign of that very great prince, Lewis XIV. 
and the miniſtry of John Baptiſt Colbert; and if 


this new maxim of ſtate policy appeared later in 
our horizon, and hitherto we have made flow ad- 


vances toward the enjoyment of it, this muſt be 
attributed rather to the circumſtances of the times, 
and our misfortunes, than any thing elſe, ſince 
neither his majeſty's miniſtry, nor ſubjects, had 
leis loyalty to their ſovereign, zeal for the pub- 
lick intereſt, or talents for any ſcience, faculty or 
art whatſoever, they at any time engaged in, as 
our ancient and modern hiſtories clearly prove, 
and the rivals of the nation even confeſs; all which 
enconrage us to hope, that we ſhall make amends 
for our loſt time, by putting in force every thing, 

that 
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that has a tendency to eſtabliſh and improve our 
trade, taking advantage of the preſent tranquilli- 
ty, and other happy influences of peace; and we 
may alſo flatter ourſelves with it from the extra- 
ordinary vigilance and protection his majeſty has 
always ſhewn in this important affair, as the ſeve- 
ral proviſions he has been pleaſed to make in fa- 
your of it, plainly declare, and which I ſhall after- 
wards produce, that the particuiars may ferve to 
inform, and be our guide in this great con- 
cern; and at the ſame time manifeſt the paternal 
affection of his majeſty, and the effectual ſup- 

he has always given in an affair which 
tends to the univerſal advantage of his ſubjects, 
particularly, ſince that bloody and calamitous war 
in the heart of theſe kingdoms. Nor is it a new 
thing with the great monarchs of Spain and France, 


his majeſty's glorious anceſtors ; for in chapter 27, 


I have already ſelected a few out of the many 


things done in France in favour of trade, by the 


four great heroes, Charles the great, Francis J. 
Henry IV. and Lewis XIV. and in the following 
chapters I ſhall produce thoſe of our own auguſt 
kings, both to inform, and animate us to an imi- 
tation of them. The firſt chapter comprehends 
the ancient, and the ſucceeding ones offer a few 
out of the many proviſions and other regulations 


of his preſent majeſty. 
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CHAP. XLIL 


Laws of king Ferdinand the prous ; of their cat ho- 
lick majeflics, Ferdinand and Label; of the em. 
peror, Char les V. of Philip II. and Philih IV. 
4 the encouragement and protection of trade and 

vigation. 


F< 5 HE ancient hiſtorians*, more inclined to 


ſpeak of battles, ſieges, revolutions, and 


other ſtrange events, that make a noiſe in the 
world, (the principal food of curiofity) than to 
tranſmit the publick meaſures in favour of com- 
merce, and other policies of government, take 
little notice of the proviſions, that were no doubt 
employed for the encouragement of this import- 
ant affair by our ancient great monarchs, who 


moſt- diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their wiſdom, 


and conduct in the arts of peace and war. King 
Ferdinand the pious was of this claſs, and in his 
whole reign there 1s mention, but of one circum- 
Nance on this head, that after he had attacked, 
and by his courage and reſolution reſcued the city 
and caſtle of Sevil, from the wretched yoke of the 
Mahometans, in the year 1248. he ſettled there 


many prime artificers, who are indeed the baſis of 


al profitable commerce, which is alone attainable 
by good manufactories. But ſure, a prince ſo 


great and vigilant in promoting the general inter- 


eſt of his ſubieQs, who knew how to lay ſo good 


a foundation for the great work, muſt needs ſup- 


port it by ſuch te rules, and meaſures, as 
moſt advance, improve and perfect it; though 


* Of Ferdinand the pious in 1248. 
hiſtorians 
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hiſtorians have not delivered them down to poſte- 
rit 

1 from thoſe times we paſs on to their catho- 
lick majeſties Ferdinand * and. Iſabel, we find in 
the body of laws, that by a ſtatute of March 20. 
1478. law 7. tit. 10. lib. 7. they decreed annual 
premiums to all ſuch as ſhould build, and employ 
ſhips, from 600 to i000 tons. 

50 another of July 21. 1494. made at Medi- 
na del campo, and collected under tit. 13. lib. 3. 
they granted power and juriſdiction to the preſi- 
dent and conſuls of the merchants at Burgos, to 
take cogniſance of the diſputes and differences be- 
tween merchant and merchant, and their partners 
and agents, in all matters of ee nie, truck, 
ſale, purchaſe, barter, inſurances and accorapts 
and partnerſhips, that had been or ſhould be, 
freights, and commiſſions given to their factors 
both at home and abroad, in order to decide the 
diſputes and ſuits depending between them, and 
all other, that ſhould happen, that they might 
determine them in a ſhort and ſummary way, 
agreeable to the ſtile of merchants, without cre- 
ating any delays, or obſerving term- time, after ex- 
amination into the merits of the cauſe, and with 
that ſtrict regard to honour that ought to be among 
merchants. By the fame ſtatute they made cre, 
other regulations, that plainly ſhew the great pr 
tection and encouragement they gave to all e 
eſpeciall thoſe of Burgos, Segovia, Victoria, Lo- 
grono, Valladolid and Medina de Rioſeca. They 
decreed alſo, that no ſhips be freighted, ſave thoſe 
that belong to ſubjects and natives of theſe king- 

ol Of their catholick majeſties, Ferdinand and Iſabel, in the year 
0 3 doms; 
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doms ; and that they ſhould not even take up fo. 
reign veſſels, when there were none belonging to 
natives, At the ſame time mention is made of the 
ſeveral conſuls and factors, which the Spaniſh 
merchants had in the county of Flanders, the king. 
doms of France and England, and other lates, 

in particular at Rochel, Nantes, London and Flo- 
rence. Hence we may infer, that our commerce* 
in theſe and other kingdoms was at that time con- 


_ ducted by the hand of Spaniards themſelves, who 


had all the profit of freights, commiſfions, factor- 
age, and other advantages of an active commerce, 
which are ſecured by this means ; but foreigners 
now enjoy them by coming themſelves to pur- 
chaſe, ſhip and afterwards vend in their own 
country our materials and fruits, reducing us 
to the unhappineſs of a paſſive trade, _ 

By another ſtatute of the ſame year 1494. and 
ſeveral others, their majeſties Ferdinand and Iſa- 


bel made ſeveral regulations to adjuſt the quality, 


weight, meaſure, fale and other circumſtances of 


filks, brocades, and cloths; the particulars of 


which are found under tit. 12. lib. 5. of the body 
of fave. - . BOY. e , 

By a ſtatute of September 3. 1500. made at 
Granada, I. 3. tit. 10, hb. 7. they ordered, that 
no merchandiſe or any other thing be ſhipped 


on board foreign veſſels, when there were ſhips 


of natives; and that all diſputes about freights, and 
the rates of them, ſhould be determined by the 
ordinary juſtices, 6 
By another of the year 15071. 1. 6, tit. 10. lib. 
7. they ordered, that no native of theſe kingdoms, 


'In thoſe times the Spaniards had an active commerce carried on 
by factors in foreign parts. 
| ſell 
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ſell any ſhip or veſſel to foreigners, though they 


ſhould have a patent of naturaliſation. 

Buy another of June 1ſt 1511. tit. 13. lib. 7 *. 
the ſaid king Ferdinand, and queen Juana his 
daughter, publiſhed 119 laws, reſpecting the fa- 
brick, dying and fale of cloths and ſtuffs, every 
one of which tended to make improvements in 
each of the ſeveral manufactures. Theſe contain 
the preparation of materials, the fabrick, and dy- 
ing of theſe commodities. f 
Charles V. king of Spain and emperor Þ, in a 
ſtatute of 1528. and others of March 22, 1529. 
February 26. 1549. and April 5. 1552. under the 
titles, 14, 15, 16, and 17. lib. 7. of the body 
of laws, having in his eye the above 1 19 primi- 
tive ſtatutes of their majeſties Ferdinand and Jua- 
na, which regulated the fabrick, dying and ſale 
of cloths, added to them a hundred and one, to 
extend the rules of his glorious predeceſſor, and 
clear up ſome doubts and difficulties, that had 
ariſen in practice. 

The ſame emperor, Charles V. by a ſtatute of 
1525. law 21. tit. 4. lib. 6. permitted his ſubjects 
to arm againſt the Moors, pirates and corſairs; 
and for encouragement gave them a fifth of the 

Pre, they ſhould make, which formerly be- 
longed to the royal revenue. 
In the ſtatute of Auguſt 14. 15571. by the fame 
emperor, and his queen Juana, law 46. tit, 18, 
lib. 6. are the following clauſes, 8 

« We ordain, that always, and at any time, 
that any merchants or perſons, whether natives 


of their majeſties Ferdinand and Juana, in the year 1511. 
1 Of the emperor Charles V. in the years 1528, 1529, 1549, 


and 1552. 
O4 « of 
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c of theſe kingdoms or foreigners, ſhall have 
bought, or ſhall buy any wool in our kino- 
doms to export it abroad, and any ſubject of 
our kingdoms ſhall deſire a moiety of the ſaid 
wool, our juſtices ſhall cauſe it to be given them, 
in the manner, at the price, and under the con- 
« ditions, the ſaid merchants ſhall have bought, 
© or ſhall buy it, the ſaid juſtices having firſt re- 
c“ received undoubted ſecurities; &c. that the ſaid 
« wool ſhall be manufactured! in theſe kingdoms, 
Kc. 
Law 51. tit. 18. 1. 6, publiſhed by his royal 
bigbneſs prince Philip, regent, in the name of the 
emperor his father, is as follows k. 

“ In as much, as we have been informed: that 
by the exportation of great quantities of iron 
« and ſtcel out of the kingdom, theſe metals be- 
« vin to be ſcarce, we order, that no perſon pre- 
cc 10 to export the ſaid oar out of theſe king- 
«© doms, till it be otherwiſe provided and ordered | 
« by ourſelf. 

The ſame prince Philip, regent, in ths name 
of his father, by a ſtatute, in the year 15 52, law 4. 
tit. 18. lib. 6. decreed as follows. 

We ordain, that whatever perſon ſhall give 
to another bullion, gold or ſilver, in order to 
00 See or export it out of the kingdo m, and 

he ſaid exporter. ſhall make diſcovery of it to 

60 hors juſtices, that the owner forfeit all ſuch gold 

« or filver, and that he, who was to export and 

made diſcovery of it, have and poſſeſs it, and be 

free from any penalty, or e that he 555 
have incurred by having charged himſelf with 
« {ending it abroad; moreover we will and ordain, 


Ot the prince Don Philip, in the name of Charles V. 
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that whatever perſon ſhall inform, that another 


« has exported money, and ſhall prove it, the ſaid 
ce informer ſhall have a third part of the fine, 
« which ſhall be laid upon ſuch offender. 

The fame Philip II. after he came to the crown, 

erſevered in making prudent proviſions for the 

publick g good, the principal of which, relating to 
the point in hand, are found in a ſtatute of 1 593, 
law 59. tit. 18. b. 6. as follows &. 

« We prohibit, and order that there come not 
« jnto theſe kingdoms from abroad glaſs, babies, 
« knives, or any ſuch toys, or wares of braſs, or 


French plate, pendents, beads, filligran-work, 


« roſaries, falſe ſtones, ſtained glaſs, chains, bead- 
« rolls, &c. made of any of theſe, Or of paſte, 


ce brown, or azure, called ſea green; and we alfo 
« order that no foreign pedlars, fell theſe toys in 


« ſhops, or in the ſtreets, or travel over theſe 


kingdoms on pretence of ſelling pins, combs and 
roſaries, under pain of forfeiting what they ſhall 

have brought over, and fold in theſe kingdoms, 

together with the value of them ; and bath are 
to be divided into three parts, to the ule of the 
chamber, judge and informer.” 


King Philip IV. 4 by a ſtatute of the year 1624. 


(c 
«c 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


law 60. tit, 18. b. 6. prohibited the extraction of 


gold and filver, and an introduction of copper 
money, both of them under pain of death, and 


Pas Af gh of effects. 


And by law 62 of the ſame book and title, 
he ordered as follows. 


In as much as there comes into ht king- 
* doms from abroad many forts of goods, made 


* Of king Philip II. in the year 1593. 
of king r IV in 1624. 


cc 


up, 
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up, ſuch as hangings, beds, chairs, cuſhions, 
* quilts, carpets, &c. and alſo men and women' 
« apparel, &c. of cotton and linnen ; leather, 
e braſs, pewter, lead, ſtone, hair, &c. and being 
« unneceſſary furniture and apparel they waſte 
te our ſubſtance, diſcourage labour and ſuch fa- 
te bricks as might be uſeful, and do great preju- 
dice to the government; for by this means our 
« mechanicks loſe all employment, and diſpoſi- 
e tion to get a livelihood, and maintain them- 
« ſelves; and an infinite number of people ate 
« idle, diſtreſſed, and expoſed to every evil, 
« which neceflity may drive them to; we ordain 
ec and command, that from and after the day of 
< the publication of this decree, no perſon bring 
© in from abroad any goods made up, of wool, 
* ſilk, or mixt, (except tapeſtries from Flanders) 
c nor of cotton, linnen, leather, braſs, lead, ſtone, 
< ſhell, horn, ivory or hair; but that they be 
ce only imported in the cloth, ſpecies, or material 
ce jtſelf, in order to be manufactured in theſe 
« kingdoms, under pain of forfeiture of all ſuch 
«© goods, made up abroad, as they ſhall fo bring 
« in, vend, or buy, and alſo 30000 maravedis to 
« him, that ſhall ſo import, ſell or buy them, to 
be divided into three parts, to the uſe of the 
« chamber, judge, and informer ; and for the 
« ſelling, and diſpoſing of all things of this fort, 
« that ſhall be already in this kingdom, at the 
« time of the promulgation of this law, we allow 
two years; and after the expiration of the faid 
« term, it ſhall not be lawful to ſell them. 
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Bo. CHA Þ.. WMW... 

| Provifions of his preſent majeſly to correct abuſes in 
| the trade between the Canary iflands, and the 


Indies; and alſo in that between the Philippines 
and New Spain by Acapulco. . 


T IIS majeſty +, in conſideration of the great 
| prejudice it muſt be to the trade of Spain 
| with the Indies, ſo long as foreigners continue to 
| practiſe, what they now do, between the Cana 

| iſlands and America, fraudulently introducing filks 
and other goods in the ballaſt of ſhips, which are 
| allowed to the ſaid iſlands for tranſporting ſome of 
| their own commodities and fruits to certain parts 
| of India, and bringing back ſome things from 

| thence under proper reſtrictions ; of which oppor- 
| tunity foreigners availing themſelves convey from 
the Indies to the ſaid iſlands, and from thence to 
their reſpective countries, vaſt quantities of bullion, 
and curious merchandiſe, that ſhould only come 
do the ports of Andaluſia ; his majeſty to prevent 
| theſe diſadvantages, has been pleaſed to reſtrain 
| this commerce within its due limits, by 31 arti- 
| cles, which the royal ordinance of December 6. 
| 1718 contains, ſigned by himſelf, and under 
| figned Don Miguel Fernandez Duran. 

| The twentieth of June 1718, his majeſty was 
| pleaſed to diſpatch the following decree to the 
| councils of Caſtile, war, the Indies, and the re- 
EG TS 5 

| © In conſideration of the great injury it is to 
| © my royal revenues, and the general good of my 


| FT Philip V. Dec. 6, 1718. The trade between the Canaries, and 
, the Indies, = 


K yaſſals, 
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« vaſſals, to import the filks, and other woven 
« goods of China and other parts of Aſia, both 
< on account of the large ſums drawn out of theſe 
* kingdoms for the purchaſe, and a fraudulent 
*. introduction of them, without our being able to 
* examine, whether they be fit for ſale, which 
* occaſions a decay in the manufactories of my 
s dominions, as there is no market for our own 
goods, either abroad or at home, from the 
abundance of the other ; a certain conſequence 
of which is deſtroying our trade, and empove- 
riſhing my people; and as it is my deſire to 
ce remove theſe diſadvantages, I have reſolved, 
that for the future no woven goods, filks or 
e other commodities ſhall be admitted into my 
dominions from China, or any other parts of 
«* Aſa; and that after three months, which 1 
* allow for the ſale and diſpoſal of thoſe already 
introduced into my dominions in Europe and 
* Africa, reckoning from the firſt of July next, 
© be confiſeated and burnt all ſuch as ſhall after 
the ſaid term be found in any magazine, ware- 
* houſe, ſhop, &c. and being willing that by all 
means practicable this pernicious commerce be 
ſhut out and prevented, I have reſolved at the 
« ſame time, that from and after the. firſt day of 
July 1719, there be an abſolute prohibition in 
all my dominions of Europe and Africa (as it 1 
already ordered for thoſe of America) of the 

* uſe of ſilks, and all woven goods whatſoever 

e brought from China and other parts of Afu, 

It ſhall be examined by the council, and a pro- 

* clamation, or the neceſſary orders ſhall be di 

*« patched, for the more effectual carrying it into 

. execution, impoſing fines and other chaſtiſe- 
I « ments, 
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| « ments, which I ſhall judge proportioned to the 


« offenders, and likely to produce a punctual ob- 
« ſervation of it. Given under his majeſty's hand. 
« Balfain, June 20. 1718. . 
Notwithſtanding the rigour of this royal decree, 
and the great advantages propoſed by it, and it 
was publiſhed in this capital the 2oth of September, 
the ſame year, impoſing upon offenders for the 
firſt time the penalty of forfeiting all ſuch filks, 


and'other woven commodities, together with the 
| yalue of them in money ; and for the ſecond oftence, 


all the ſaid filks, and woven goods, and half their 


ſubſtance, and a baniſhment of ten years from the 


place of their birth, the fine and amount of the 
forfeitures being to be divided into three parts, 


| between the judge, the chamber, and the infor- 
| mer; there is however great neglect in the execu- 
| tion, as is viſible from the many printed linnens, 
cottons, and other commodities from Aſia, which 
| are brought from Holland, England and France 
| into Spain, pretending that they are manufactured 
| and made in their reſpective kingdoms and coun- 
| tries, and not in China, or any other province of 


Aſia; and they even introduce ſome of theſe 


goods as from the Levant, as if on this account 
| they did not come from Afia, For in the com- 
merce carried on in the Mediterranean, and diſ- 


tinguiſhed under the name of the Levant trade, is 


included Natolia, Syria, and other provinces of 
Aſia; and to root out this great abuſe entirely, it 
ſeems proper to renew the prohibition, enlarge, 
and explain it further, that it be not allowed in 


Spain to import, or wear any ſuch commodities, 


| Whether they come from Aſia, or Africa, or are 


counterfeited 
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counterfeited in Europe, in the manner they are 
prohibited in France and elſewhere. 

His preſent majeſty in conſideration of the 
great damage, which the trade of Spain to Ame- 
rica, and the manufactures of theſe kingdoms in 
particular, have ſuſtained from the many ſiks, and 
goods from China, and other provinces of Afia 
fraudulently introduced, and conſumed in his 
majeſty's Indies, by means of the commerce he. 
tween Acapulco and the Philippine iſlands, was 
pleaſed to diſpatch orders to the Viceroy of New 
Spain, dated the 8th and 11th of January 1718, 
and the 27th of February 1719, giving the moſt 
preciſe and convenient inſtructions, that the cargo 

of the ſhip, which annually fails from the Phi. 
lippine iſlands to the port of Acapulco, ſhould be 
_ confined to linnen, earthen ware, wax, pimento, 
cinamon and cloves, commodities with which the 
kingdom of Spain could not furniſh the Indies 
from its own produce ; and that the continuation 
of the trade with thoſe iſlands in China goods, 
filk in bundles or woven, be prohibited ; and to 
prevent a future importation of the ſaid commo- 
dities, that he ſhould cauſe to be publiſhed a pro- 
clamation, ſetting forth, that they ſhould only be 
allowed to wear them for fix months; and that 
after the expiration of this term, all ſuch as re- 
mained ſhould be burnt; to the execution of 
which the viceroy ſent a remonſtrance, repreſent- 
ing the inconveniencies and difficulties that would 
attend it. But his majeſty having cauſed them to 
be examined in his council of the Indies, with all 
the deliberation an affair of ſo great importance de- 
ſerved, due attention being given to what is paſt, 


_ + Philip V in the year 1718 and 1719. The trade between the 
Phillipine itlands and America. 1 1 7 
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and the inſtances made by the board of trade in 
Andaluſia, in reſpect to the great injuries ariſing 
from the vaſt trade in China filks, and commodi- 
ties, which have been brought annually in the 
| above Acapulco ſhip, but moſt of all in the two 
ft, and which they were allowed to land in vio- 
lation of the royal decree, his majeſty thought 
| proper to apply vigorous meaſures to prevent the 
damages ariſing from it, but reſolved at the ſame 
time to give all reaſonable ſatisfaction to the natives 
of thoſe iſlands, and therefore was pleaſed, after 
2 conſultation with his council of the Indies, on 
| Sept. 23. 1720, to order by a diſpatch from Bal- 
| fain, the 27th of October, the ſame year, that for 
che commerce of the Philippine iſlands with 
WNew Spain, and to carry the aſſignments, there be 
| annually ſent two ſhips of 500 tuns each, and not 
one only, as had been before, in conſideration of 
cke length of the voyage, and the time taken up in 
| WW victualing, and providing ſtores both outward and 
, homeward bound. 
> WM That the value of the cargo, from the Philip- 
| pines to Acapulco, was to amount to 300000 dol- 
- WW lars, expended only in the commodities, gold, 
| cinamon, ivory, wax, ſtones, cloves, pimento, 
| cambajas, and printed linnens, chinces, cottons, 
| gawſe, camblets, coverlets, and ſilk raw or twiſt- 
| ed, cordage and other goods not of filk, prohibit- 
ing them to bring for the future all filks, ſuch as 
E fattins, pitiflores, flowered ſilks, damaſks, pequins, 
ſcya-ſayas, brocades, plain ſattins, grograms, taf- 
fetas, gold and ſilver brocades, or ſilks embroidered, 
uud patterns for beds, carpets, or women's petti- 
Coats, or ſilk gawſe, with gold and filver flowers, 
er petticoats wrought or embroidered, night-gowns, 
or cloths made, ſtockings, girdles, handkerchiefs, 
# or 
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or any other ſilken manufacture, under pain of 
forfeiting the whole, and a fine of treble the value, 
to be divided between the treaſury, the judge and 
informer, and perpetual baniſhment from the In- 
dies, to all and whatever perfons, that ſhall offend 
againſt this order, by themſelves, or others, and 
of whatever quality and condition they may be; 
and that all the goods, which ſhall be ſeized on 
this account, (after they have been valued in order 
to levy treble the amount for a fine) be burnt with- 


out fail, ſince no other means can be found more 


likely to put a ſtop to a diſorder ſo frequent, pre- 
judicial, and intolerable, as this has been hitherto 
experienced ; with a warning to the officers, whom 
it ſhall concern, that if they ſhould oppoſe, or 
delay the execution of it on their part, on any 
pretence or motive whatſoever, they ſhall be pu- 
niſhed with the loſs of their places, perpetual ba- 
niſhment from the Indies, and a confiſcation of 
their effects. 

For the conſumption of all the China woven 
goods, and filks, that were already in New Spain, 
an allowance of ſix months was granted, reckon- 
ing from the publication of the ſaid royal di- 
patch of October 27. 1720. addreſſed to the vice- 
roy, ordering him to cauſe it to be proclaimed 
within a month after he had received it; and after 
the expiration of the faid terms, all the abote 
commodities and goods, that could be found, 
were to be burnt without fail. 
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CHAP. XLV. 


Regulations did provifions of lis preſent majeſty 
for the Flotas, Galeons, and regiſter ſhips; a 


reform of the cuſtoms, and other things con- 
ducing to the improvement of the commerce bo- 


2 


tween Spain and America. 


T IIS majeſty the 5th of April 1720. was 


pleaſed to iſſue out an ordinance, ſigned by 
himſelf, and underſigned Don Miguel Fernandez 
Duran, and in the preamble are the following 
clauſes that deſerve our notice. 
The king. With the approach of a general 


peace, not Jeſs deſiteable, than neceſſary to my 


e dominions; comes the time, when my vaſlals 


e may find the effects of my inclination to con- 


tribute my utmoſt towards their relief and fatis- 
« faction; and as the attainment of this end, as 
* well as the advantage of my treaſury, princi- 
e pally depends upon a regular and due circula- 
* tion of commerce, the only ſource of wealth 
to kingdoms, the important affair of a ſpeedy 
* revival of that, which is carried on between 
this kingdom and the Indies, is and always wall 
be the principal object of my care and vigilance, 
till I find what I hope for, the traffick between 
the ſubjects of both my dominions happuy con- 
tinued and improved, and alſo the fabrics of 
ilk and wool and other neceſſary manufactures 
re-eſtabliſhed in the inland parts of Spain; for 


60 
cc 
*c 


60 
* 
ſal relief of my ſubjects, J have thought, that 


nothing can ſo much conduce to it, as that the 
Galeons from the Terra Firma, and Flotas from 


Yor. . P New 


| = CAD » * 

— r _ SORT We 22s ra 4 .: r n 8 n . Dy XY A 

As Ge” ES „ * wy : ME 2 ; DN ERS EI: 1004 RIES * 2 3 * Pey — nnd — 4 gm 
WA Rn Ion na 2 Ye x £ 1 — e „ _ 


the encouragement of which and the univer- 


6 3 . - - - 8 * 
7 ry q > 22 ” 2 _ r E Ml . 122 2 * x 4 — 2 * 
8 2 7 rr Js . r ; 2 —— : n - 
n 0 —_—— - OREN 3 + Se, Y TIS —— 2 RISE: — * — — — — 
1 I 1 oe, * x — bt Las — 2 2 — 2 bs 
* — 2 A T Vans 21 — x. ” , 7 * 5 * F F a - ” * ts - 
— + Ring * ” . = 


5 * 1 8 3 = = ."— e. Ts ih 8 e 8 
wy : N - * 2 ee S e n 2 £30” vs r 

* 3 3 r » ng ; r f 2 - — 9 he \ 

— —— * 2 E. 4; 9% a ; 


— a „ „ * * 


_ ” — 
e eee ee 


— N W Oy 
»4 D , 
4 s £1. # 1 
: - * 2 PLOT, 1 » AN 
= = 4 . 4 2 . 2 * 92 
b nm, ß. 
* * - 
n 27” 
<- 6 [ 
— — . 


R 
* ws "ome BE 


7 
ID, 
* 
i 
if 
i 
* 
i 
* 

5 
% 
7 4 


— 1 * 5 * "GE 
4 "F< "2 i : 


VF 
ee eee 


.. td han 2 Be, 
' I * —-— —— — — 


210 The LñEORV and PrRactict 


ce 
ce 
00 
(c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 
1 
cc 


cc 


3 


(c 
Cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


60 


cc 


EY” oo 


cc 


cc 


40 


cc 


New Spain, and regiſter and advice ſhips for 
both kingdoms, ſhould more frequently fail 
and that no miſmanagement in the diſpatch of 


them prevent their going, and returning punc- 


tually at the ſtated times; ſince for want of due 
attention and vigilance in this affair, and by not 
keeping publick faith, and the other good re. 
gulations, that are indiſpenſible, great, repeat- 
ed and lamentable have been the damages ſuf. 
tained ; as it has been found, that by great de. 
lays in the preparations, or failing orders, the 
fruits are ſpoiled, and deſtroyed, many of the 
commodities moth-eaten, and the market of 
the reſt let flip, or much changed for the worſe 
from the time of the purchaſe to their arrival 
in the Indies, where they cannot be diſpoſed 
of at all, or loſe their value, either on this ac- 
count, or becauſe during ſuch delay, the price: 
have riſen there, and the proſpect of vaſt gain: 
tempted other nations to introduce the like 


commodities, ſo much to their own advantage, 


and to the detriment of my ſubjects; as it has 
been alſo a conſequence of the fame delays in 
going out, and returning home, that many of 
the ſhips have ſuffered great injury in the ports 
of India, where they fare worſe than in thoſe of 
Europe, and the increaſe of charges has been {0 
exceſſive both to my revenue, and private trad- 
ers, that the profits of the commerce have not 
been ſufficient to make amends, nor the extra- 
ordinary indultos, it was often neceſſary for me 
to lay upon them; eſpecially when a great pat 
of the marine, and ſtores has been injured and 
deſtroyed, or fallen into the hands of the ene- 
my, without being able to make the 1 de- 
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fence, or has foundered at ſea for want of hands, 
and by too heavy lading, which dangers they 


have ſometimes ſuffered from the ſaid delays, 
and at other times have been obliged to remain 
in the Indies, without being able to proſecute 


their voyage, till at a freſh expence, and loſs 


of time, other ſhips be fitted out from Spain, 


and a new ſupply of hands, ſtores, &c. ſent 


along with them, cauſing fo great charge and 


© Joſs, not only to my royal revenue, but to the 


merchants, that many of them have been ru- 
ined, by loſing their capital, and contracting 
debts, they were unable to pay; and as prevent- 
ing the like evils falls in with my defire of the 
greateſt welfare to my ſubjects, I am under a 
firm reſolution to have always in readineſs 


at Cadiz a ſufficient number of ſhips of war, 


under ſuch ſure and juſt regulations, as to af- 
certain the diſpatch of frequent Flotas and Ga- 
leons, advice and other regiſter ſhips, which 
are to go to the Indies, that the fleets of both 
kingdoms, and the regiſters may fail in due 
time; and ſhould it happen, that private trad - 
ers may not be in readineſs to accept the li- 
cences, which I ſhall think proper to grant 


under ſuch regulations, as tend to their ſafety 


in going and coming back, and the preſerva- 


tion of that, as well as this trade; or having 


obtained them, may not punctually fulfil the 
orders given for their failing, or the circum- 


ſtances under which they are to fail; upon a 


failure in either caſe they ſhall be provided with 
my men of war, or frigates, that we may not 


run any riſk of the misfortunes, which refult- 


ed from the ſaid delays to this trade and the in- 
P..-2 tereſt 
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tereſt of the government; and J eſtabliſh for an Þ © 
inviolable law, that in the month, and upon 
the very day, that ſhall be inſerted in the in-! 
ſtrument for the diſpatch of the Galeons, and 
Flotas from the port of Cadiz, and for their re. 
turn to Spain from the ports of America, they 
ſhall be obliged to ſet fail on their voyage, out- 
wards or homewards, without fail, if the wea. Þþ 
ther ſhall permit; and if it does not, the firſt Þ * 
day they can fail, (this is in caſe, that no acci- Þ 
dent of war, or other great emergence of my 
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government, induce me to depart from this 
rule) and my own ſhips ſhall alſo do the ſame 
with what lading they ſhall at that time have, 
though it be not all they were to ſhip, without 
ſtaying on any account for the private trade, 
that ſhall not be ready ; for they are to fail with 
ſuch only as ſhall be ready, and with the car- 


go they ſhall have already received before that 
day; and ſuch, as ſhall not do fo, ſhall be ex- 
| cluded from the convoy of my ſhips, and the 


licences they ſhall have obtained; this regula- 
tion being intended for a punctual obſervance 


of the time, which ſhall be fixed for the failing 


of any regiſter ſhip whatever; fince the damage 


ariſing from my ſhips or the private trade not 
having their full loading, or ſome of theſe loſing 
their paſſage, is very trifling in compariſon ot 
the inconveniences, that have been found, and 
are unavoidable from the above tedious delays 


in going out and coming home; in conſequence 


of which, for the diſpatch of all the ſhips. 
that ſhall henceforth offer themſelves for any 

rt of America whatſoever, I have ordercd to 
be drawn up the following inſtrument, contain- 


ing 
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what circumſtances. 
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« ing the full inſtructions for every thing that in 
« general muſt happen in all theſe expeditions ; 
« the duties chargeable both outward and home- 


« ward upon all commodities and fruits, that ſhall 


« he ſhipped, and tranſported, and the freights 
« jn proportion to their reſpective voyages, &c. 
« including the rules, that in every caſe are to be 
« invariably obſerved as follows, &c.” 

This inſtrument preſcribes alſo the quality of 
the ſhips, both men of war, and merchant men, 
that are to ſail to the Indies, and their commiſ- 
fions ; what is to be the cargo of the ſhips of war; 


the form of clearing out both; the powers of the 
commandants of the Flotas and Galeons ; and the 


duty and power of the officer, that ſhall be charged 
with the diſpatch of them in Andalufia. 
The choice and nomination of the three de- 
puties'or ſupercargoes of the Flotas and Galeons. 
The tarif for the duties to the king, the clear- 
ance of the cargo, and the form of the regiſters. 
The perſons that ſhall go on board, and under 


In the preceding diſpatches for the Flotas to 


New Spain, and their return to theſe kingdoms, 


before the year 1720. ſuch exceſſive duties were 


Jaid upon all fruits of the produce of Spain, and 


{ome of its manufactures, that their commerce to 
the Indies was much clogged, eſpecially in the ar- 
ticle of fruits, whoſe freights were very heavy, 


from the diſproportion of their value to their bulk. 


So that wines, brandies, oyls, &c. exported to the 
Indies paid by ſome ordinances a duty from 30 to 
40 per cent. and by others from 25 to 30 per 
cent. an impoſt ſo exceſſive that one may inter, 


now trMing, or rather impracticable mult be the 
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exportation, and trade of theſe and other Spaniſh 
goods to the. Indies, to the prejudice of the farm. 
ers, peaſants and other ſubjects of his majeſty. 
And as his majeſty had been informed of theſe 
and other grievances, being always defirous of 
giving the utmoſt relief to his ſubjects, and en- 
couragement to trade, was pleaſed to publiſh the 
above ordinance of April the 5th 1720. by which 
the duties were not only reduced 6 or 8. per cent, 
upon Spaniſh fruits, but ſeveral other wiſe pro- 
viſions were made to favour and encourage a vent 
for the commodities of theſe kingdoms in the Flo- 
tas and Galeons; and more frequent fleets, and 


good economy in them, as is viſible from the ſe- 
veral articles it contains. 


The ſame year on the 20th of April his majeſ- 


ty was pleaſed to iſſue out another regulation, 
ſigned by his own hand, and underſigned Don 
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5 removing the heavy Jags; delays, riſks and dil- 


Miguel F ernandez Duran, with the following 
preamble. 


The king. For as much as, in confidera- 


tion of the importance of re- eſtabliſning the 
commerce between Peru and Spain, by means 
of the frequent, ſailing of Galeons for the Ter- 
ra Firma, I iſſued out, the 5th of April laſt, 
an ordinance or inſtrument containing the rules 
for their diſpatch, and commerce,, annexing a 


tarif of duties, chargeable on the cargo at its 
going out and return to Cadiz, and the freight: 


both in my own ſhips, and the private trade, 


| making at the ſame time ſeveral other provili- 
ons, all of them calculated to place upon an equi. 


table footing, and encourage the commerce be- 


tween Spain and America, in order that, by 


adv antage, 
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« advantages formerly experienced, an improve- 


litated, as to be more profitable, and yield great- 


formerly on their arrival at Carthagena and 
Porto-velo, contributed to this good purpoſe, I 
reſolved, that, as at their ſailing from thoſe ports 
for Spain every thing ought to be free of duty, 
that ſhall be ſhipped on board thern, and come 


any of thoſe ports, viz. all and whatſoever 


the duties, which the cargo that ſhall be brought 


upon landing in either of the two ports; I 
have thought proper to declare, and J do de- 


private traders, that ſhall go in the Galeons, or 


« fail to pay in either of the two cities, Cartha- 
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ment of their mutual trade may be ſo far faci- 


er emoluments to my ſubjects, both there and 
here; and notwithſtanding, becauſe an abate- 
ment of the duties, which every cargo of Ga- 
leons, &c. ſailing to the Terra Firma, paid 


regiſtred in Galeons or ſingle ſhips, as it pro- 
vided in the above ordinance, ſo alſo that they 
be free of duty at their arrival and entry into 


commodities, that g⁰ from theſe kingdom, 
under the regiſter, it appearing that they had 
paid the duties of exportation at Cadiz ; and 
otherwiſe every thing ſhall be confiſcated, that 
ſhall be found not to have done it, and a pro- 
ſecution commence againſt ſuch offenders, in 
the manner preſcribed by that . ee : How- 
ever, to prevent as much as poſſible, every ob- 
ſtacle or difficulty that may ariſe 7 this new 
regulation of the commerce of the Galeons and 
regiſter-ſhips to the Terra Firma, in reſpect to 


in them to Carthagena or Porto-velo, is to pay 


Clare, that all the merchandiſe and goods of 
lingle ſhips for the Terra Firma, are without 
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gena or Porto-velo, where they. ſhall be fold, 
the duty of the Alcavala, ancient and modern, 
at the rate of 12 peſos eſcudos for every pack- 
age of 100 cubick palms, and for detached n 
goods, at 2 per cent. of their value in Spain, 
the admeaſurement and eſtimation to be made, 
as it ſhall be directed in this ordinance; and it 
is to be underſtood, that in this tax will be 
included the 2 per cent. of the wind-ward 
fleet; and that my will is, that all the reſt of 
the duties formerly charged, the Almojarifaz- 
go, Agua de Turbaco, and any others whatever, 


de annulled and not demanded at Carthag ena 
«© and Porto-velo, but only the ſaid Rar at 


one of the ports; with a proviſo, that havin 
paid it in either of the ports, they ſhall not be 


obliged to pay it in the other, when the pro- 


Peder ſhall carry them thither, unleſs there 
ave been a ſecond ſale; in which caſe he ſhall 


be obliged to pay it, and alſo as often as the ſaid 


commodities ſhall be fold; and notwithſtand- 
ing this duty of the Alcavala ariſes from an ac- 
tual fale, to prevent any fraud, that may be in- 
tended by any perſon, who concealing the falc 
ſhall be willing to import the goods and com- 


modities in his own name into the above pro- 


vinces; I declare at the ſame time, that though 
the ſaid goods be not fold in either of the {aid 
cities, they are not to go out of them for any 
other port of America, without firſt paying the 
faid duty of the Alcavala, as if they had been 


fold. 


« And as to the ſum, each commodity ; is tq 
pay to the ſaid Alcavala, that there may be no 
diſpute at Carthagena or Porto-velo between 

the 
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ge the officers of my royal revenue, or miniſters, 
« whoſe province it 1s to receive it, and the tra- 
« ders and proprietors of the merchandiſe, that 
« ſhall be brought into thoſe kingdoms, as well 
« jn bales, as looſe; I order that the ſaid tax be 
« according to the admeaſurement and valuation 
« of Spain, and not that of the Indies, the me- 
« thod and rule iollowing to be obſerved, &c. 

This regulation was very proper for the encou- 
ragement of commerce, both from the reduction 
of ſome, and the annihilation of other duties, and 


its preventing diſputes and law-ſuits by fixing the 
admeaſurement, and other points therein. 


Tune the 23d. 1720, his majeſty iſſued out an 
ordinance, ſigned by his awn hand, and counter- 


ſigned Don Miguel Fernandez arts, the pre- 
amble of which is as follows. 

The king. In as much as in the diſpatch or 
« inſtrument I ordered to be drawn the «th of 
e April laſt, for the traffick of the galeons, flotas 
or ſingle ſhips 3 in the navigation of the Indies, 
I was pleaſed to provide, in order to take off 


heavy upon the commerce of Spain and Ame- 
rica, and had been introduced in the ſeveral 
ports of thoſe and theſe kingdoms, that there 

be a new tarif made, in which theſe impoſts 
© ſhall be moderated and proportioned, and in 

conſequence of it, a general rule to be obſerved 
and practiſed for the future, in reſpect to tlie 

duties payable to the office, and direction of the 
* Indies by the owners of ſhips, traders, and paſ- 
*,ſengers for their licences and diſpatches ; as allo 
e what owners of ſhips and traders are to be 
9 charged in the ports of America, for their re- 


1 giſters 
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the various and extraordinary impoſts, that lay 
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ec piſters and diſpatches back again; I have re. 
e ſolved that in both inſtances there be exacted 
ee without any alteration or abatement, the duties 
« that ſhall be expreſſed in the following tarif. 

This was alſo a meaſure of great hgnefit to trade, 
as it removed the inconvenience of thoſe exceſſiye 
duties, and other abuſes, that raiſed to a very 
high price the goods and fruits to be fold; and 1 
natural and true reaſon is given for it, that com- 
merce flying from thoſe parts, where ſhe was ſo 
much aggrieved, would paſs to other countries, in 
fearch of a kinder treatment and reception, than it 
found here. FA 


CHAP, vi. 


The ſubſtance : of an or dinance of bis preſent majeſy 


o recover the projitabic trade of Cacao between 


Spain aud Auericd. 


18 majeſty having taken into conſideration 
1 the ruin of the Caceo trade between Spain 
and the Indies, in the flotas, galeons and regiſter 
ſhips, owing to exceſſive duties chargeable at the 
port of Cadiz, and afterwards the inland duties, 
which have been the cauſe, that this conſiderable 
branch of commerce has been engrofſed by fo- 
reigners, who export it to their reſpective coun- 
on; and afterwards bring it back to our ports, 

, ſometimes directly from the Indies, and can 
| eue it here by an advantage in the admea- 
ſurement, and indulgences in the duties, excluſive 
of frauds; ; privileges, which the Spaniards have 
not, as they i import it regiſtred from the Indies to 


Cadiz, under an obligation to conſign it there, 


n to che tenor of the regiſter his majeſty 
Was 
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was graciouſly pleaſed to reduce the ſaid duties, 
and make other proviſions in order to bring back 


tis branch of commerce to the Spaniards, as may 


be ſeen in the diſpatch, dated Sept. 20. 1720, 
ſigned by his n royal hand, which upon account 
of its length is not inſerted here; but the ſub- 
ſtance of it ſhall be given, ſince it contains many 


uſeful obſervations upon the good conduct of 


trale | | 
His majeſty, beſides the motives already given, 
reflecting upon the vaſt quantities of this com- 
modity wanted, and conſumed in Spain, and its 
being the readieſt, and as it were the only freight 


of the galeons and regiſter-ſhips on their return, 


ordered the marquis de Campo I lorido, prefident 
of the council of the revenue, to give him an ac- 


count of the duties chargeable on every pound of 


cacao, brought to Cadiz from the Indies, in the 
tlotas, galeons and regiſter-ſhips. The marquis 
in obedience to the royal mandate repreſented, that 
upon cacao imported for the inland conſumption 
as far as Madrid, the duties would amount to 13 g 
maravedis per pound ; fixteen of which are gene- 
rally demanded at the cuſtom houſe, where it is 
collected and regiſtred, that is, 10 for the Almo- 
jarifazgo of the Indies at entry, and the remaining 
ix maravedis to the Almojarifazgo mayor at its 
going out of the cuſtom-houſe for inland conſump- 
tion; 17 maravedis impoſed by the ſtates of the 
kingdom in the year 1632 upon every pound, that 
ſhould be entred and conſumed, without excepting 
preſents; 84 maravedis impoſed in 1672, on the 
{ame terms; 34 maravedis, which in 1693 were 
ordered to be charged for a time upon every pound 
pt cacao, and chocolate, that ſhould be expended; 
4 59% 
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1 


$9 maravedis chargeable in the cuſtom houſe x 
Madrid, of which 34 are appropriated to their 
exciſes, 53. were lately impoſed for the building of 
barracks, and the remaining 17 for the Alcavala 
and Cientos, pa'd at the time of ſale. Beſides that 
every pound of cacao pays 75 maravedis, in the 
manner abovementioned at its going out of the 
cuſtom-houſe at Cadiz. 'This amount, with the 
ſums above, raiſed it ſo high, that when an ac. 
compt was drawn out, of what every pound coſt 
the Spaniſh merchants in the place where they buy, 
or barter for it, the duties paid there, freight, and 
the other charges of entry and ſale, and which i; 
| Increaſed in the inland parts, where there are Ar- 
bitrios, and an Alcavala, it not only left the pro- 
prietor no profit, but after it had exhauſted the 
whole of what it was fold for, he had money to 
pay to make up the ſurplus of the duties. For 
the amount of the firſt coſt, and the charges ex- 
ceeded the value of the cacao, a third part ; which 
loſs obliged them to abandon this commerce, and 
reſign it to foreigners. 8 IT; 
Io prevent theſe and other injurious conſe— 
quences, his majeſty was pleaſed to reſolve, and 
decree by the above ordinance, that all the cacao 
imported from America by his majeſty's natural 
ſubjects be chargeable at entry in Cadiz, and his 
cuſtom-houſe, at the rate of 33 maraved's per 
ound, 10 of them to the Almojarifazgo of the 
Fes with a declaration, that as this ſum 13 
nearly equivalent to the two dollars charged per 
quintal by theordinance of April 5 in the ſame year 
1720, it ſhould be underſtood, that the above two 
dollars were comprehended in the 10 maravedis, 
Haid upon every, pound, and that fo much was " 
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| be appropriated and aſſigned over to the chamber 
| of the Indies; fix maravedis for the Almojarifazgo 
mayor, and the other 17, which the ſtates granted 
in 1632, upon which impoſts the penſions were 
charged. But that the impoſition of 51 maravedis; 
the 84 in the year 1672; the 34 in 1693; and 
the remaining 82, which the corn magazine at 
Madrid received formerly, but were at that time 
appropriated to the building of barracks, upon 
which there were no penſions, or any other claims, 
ſhould be entirely ſuppreſſed ; it being underſtood, 
that after the ſaid 33 maravedis were paid at Cadiz 
by the proprietors under the diſtinctions already 
explained, no other duty ſhould be demanded on 
account of the crown; and they might freely diſ- 
poſe of it in any part of the kingdom, without 
being ſubject to any farther impolition, fave the 
Arbitrio, if any ſuch be, where it ſhall be ſold, 
and the Alcavala and Cientos, that ariſe from the 
ſale. | 

As to manufactured chocolate, that ſhould be 
imported, it was ordered, to pay the duties ſettled 
in the rates of the Almojarifazgo mayor, and of 
the Indies, and the real impoſed in 1632; but the 
real added in 1693 was taken off. | 
© His majeſty at the ſame time declared, that all 
the cacao and chocolate already brought into Cadiz 
by the galeons, flotas and regiſter ſhips, and which 
= had paid the duties, might be exported for Valen- 
cia, Catalonia, Galicia, Viſcaya, and the other 
provinces of this Peninſula, without paying farther 
duties, either on exportation at Cadiz, or entry in 
the ports, whither they ſhould carry it; for as it 
would appear by the permit, they were to take, 
that the duties had been paid at Cadiz, and they * 
Weile 
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were obliged to return a certificate of its being 
landed there, this ſhonld be ſufficient without 
being ſubject to any other tax. But this was not 
to extend to the cacao or chocolate, which either 
natives or foreigners ſhould export for other coun- 
tries; in this cafe they were to pay the duties al. 
ready charged upon the exportation. ; 
As a farther encouragement to this commerce 
by the hand of Spaniards, his majeſty alſo reſolved, Þ 
that ſuch natives of theſe kingdoms, as were in- 
clined to go from Cadiz under a regiſter direty 
to the Caraccas, Cumana, Maracaybo, and other 
provinces of the king, which produce this fruit 
on the terms his majeſty ſhall judge convenient to 
grant them licences, ſhould be exempt from pay. 
ing any duty or gratuity, on account of a permit, 
or for tonnage, with certain precautions to guard 
againſt abuſes; and there are other proviſions, 
calculated to revive and improve this commerce in 


Spain, ſet forth more at large in the above royal 
ordinance. 
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CHAP. XIVI. 
Orders and proviſions of his preſent majeſly in the 
year 1720, to encourage the ſhipping of larger 


Y ties of Spano goods on board the flitas and 
. galeans. 


H majeſty, always deſirous n improving 


the Spaniſh manufactories, and the com- 

merce beiwlen theſe kingdoms and the Indies, 

ordered in May 1720, that a letter be iſſued out 

of the ſecretary's office, wherever it ſhould be held 
that year for the diſpatches of the cargo, of Don 
*Miguel Fernandez Duran to the intendants of the 


T 5 provinces 
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rovinces of Spain (as it was done) agreeable to 


inſtructions of the royal ordinance, of which the 
following is a copy. 6 


1 
"> 
== CC. 
= 


cc 


"of 
4 


ec 
8 
38 a 


© © in the commerce of the Indies, or to diſpoſe 


« His majeſty, out of his great zeal for the im- 
provement of trade and navigation, whence ſo 
many vaſt advantages ariſe to his ſubjects, and 
eſpecially from that which 1s carried on, and is 
capable of being enlarged, between Spain and 
the Indies, has reſolved, and given proper in- 
ſtructions, that there ſail this ſummer from Ca- 


diz, a flota from 5 to 6009 tons for New Spain, 


and October following, the galeons for the 
Terra Firma, befides regiſter ſhips, that ſhall 
at the ſame time fail for the other provinces 
under a reform of the duties and other circum- 
ſtances provided for in the{cheduleannexed; and 
his majeſty reflecting, that neither this nor any 
other branch of trade will conſiderably enrich 
his vaſſals, and improve his revenue, unleſs it 
be carried on, at leaſt in general, with the goods 
and fruits of theſe kingdoms ; for the conſe- 
quence of doing it with foreign manufactures 
is, that bullion to the value of them will na- 
turally ſeek for the proprietor of the merchan- 
diſe, and paſs to thoſe foreign parts, whence 


the ſupply comes, he orders me to tell your 


lordſhips, that for theſe reaſons you are, by a 
proper application to the manufacturers and 
traders of this kingdom, to encourage and diſ- 


Poſe them to ſend to Cadiz, as large a ee 


of fruits, woven goods and other Spaniſh com- 
modities, as can poſſibly be procured, and to 
{hip them for the Indies, either by their own 
factors, or by conſignments to thoſe employed 
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of them to the merchants of Andaluſia, giving 

them at the ſame time to underſtand, that the 
duties upon filks exported, under the meaſure 
of a cubick palm are fo moderate; that they 
ſcarce amount to one per cent. of their value; 

that in the duty upon fruits, there has been alſ 
made a very conſiderable reduction; and that 
in, ſhipping them, and every other occurrence, 
ſhall- be given all manner of protection and 


aſſiſtance, by the intendant Don Franciſco Va. 
' ras Valdas, who is charged with the diſpoſi- 


cc 


tion of the cargo, and the diſpatches of the flota, 
galeons and regiſter ſhips for the Indies, and 


particularly directed to give the utmoſt aſſiſt. 
ance to all, that ſhall go from the other pro- 
vinces of Spain to Cadiz with merchandiſe, to 
< enable them to ſucceed in this traffick. With 


the ſame intent, his majeſty wills, that your 
lordſhips alſo freely give all the affiſtance in 
your power, and fend letters with all ſuch, a: 
ſhall carry theſe goods to Cadiz, to the faid 
miniſter, who by knowing whence they come, 
and the recommendations they bring, may be 
enabled to ſupport and ſerve them in the man- 
ner it has been enjoined him, is convenient, 
and your lordſhips ſhall adviſe, in conſequence 
of this charge, which his majeſty lays upon you, 
not doubting but your lordſhips will exert your 


utmoſt vigilance to effect what his majeſty de- 


fires, and is ſo much for the intereſt of the 
kingdom, as has been already ſhewn ; and if 


for the eaſier and ſpeedier accompliſhment of 


this great purpoſe, of indueing the manufactu- 
rer boat merchant to export dpaniſh goods to 


America, your lordſhips ſhould think of any 


prudeut 
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of COMMERCE, &c. 225 
ce prudent meaſure, that may promote and ren- 
« der it effectual, his majeſty wills, that your 
« lordſhips make a report of it.” God preſerve, 
"RE Mend, / A oo 

Don Miguel Fernandez Duran. 
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A copy of this circular letter was ſent to the 
faid Don Franciſco Vatas, along with the king's 
order, in the form following. 


« His majeſty, in conſequence of what he was 
ee pleaſed to publiſh in the late diſpatch, or or- 
e dinance for the Galeons and Flotas, in reſpe& 


« and other manufactures' in the inland parts af 
Spam, in order to lay a foundation for this great 
deſign, has commanded the ordinance, of 
which a copy is annexed, to be diſpatched to 
all the intendants. of the provinces of Spain; 
and as it has been already done, his majeſty 
directs your lordſhip fully and punctually to 
diſcharge every thing, that ſhall concern and is 
required of you in the above ordinance, by af- 
fording ſuch aſſiſtance to the manufacturers 
and traders, who ſhall from thence remit to 
that city any goods whatſoever of the fabricks 
of Spain to be ſhipped for America, that they 
may be ſenſible how deſirous his majeſty is to 
promote their intereſt, giving the preference to 
our own goods above any other, whether be- 
longing to foreigners or natives, who are not 


LA, 
* 


A 
La, 


a 
* 


kingdom, and granting them all the indulgences 
practicable; and that your lordſhip act in this 
affair with the neceſſary prudence and manage- 
Vox. I. Q--- ment, 


« ment, in order that the tenderneſs and con. 
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« cern, which the manufacturers merit, in the 
« diſpatch and embarkation of their goods to the 
tc Indies, and the profits they may gain in re- 
« turn, be an encouragement to them, to conti- 
« nue and extend the commerce of their own 
goods to the Indies, as his majeſty deſires : and 
« he alſo orders your lordſhip to continue an ac- 
« count of the fabricks of Spain, that in conſe- 
* quence of the ſaid ordinance arrive from each 
« province in that city, to be ſhipped for the In- 
« dies; your lordſhip being alfo advertiſed, that 
cc whenever the traders of that city, Sevil, San 
« Lucar, and el Puerto, ſhall pleaſe to ſhip Spa- 
« niſh goods, they are to be preferred before am 
« foreign ones whatſoever. This I communicate 


to your lordſhip by his royal order, for your 


information and obſervance. 


L 


God preſerve, 

** &c, Madrid, May 31. 1720. 
Don Miguel Fernandez Durdn. 
Sennor Don Franciſco de. Varas. 


But to our great diſgrace in the conduct of 
commerce, in ſpite of the powerful ſupports «i 
his majeſty, the prudent and ſeaſonable proviſions 
he was conſtantly offering, certain difficulties and 
obſtructions fell out that very year, which endan- 
gered their taking effect. New meaſures were ne- 
ceſſary, to render them ſucceſsful in the main. 
Don Franciſco Varas y Valdas, intendant of the 


marine and commerce of the Indies, who had the 


charge of the diſpatch of the very rich Flota 
which that year was fitted out for New Spain, as 
alſo of the Galeons, informed his majeſty by 1 
_ e 5 the ſame year, that in the 
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cuſtom-houſe lately eſtabliſhed at Xeres, the 
cauſed all who brought filks and other goods 
from Toledo, Granada, &c. to Cadiz to be ſhip- 
ped on board thoſe Galeons, to pay very high du- 
ties, over and above what was charged at Cadiz 
and that ſeveral traders from Granada, Toledo, 
Valencia, and other cities, ſurpriſed at this new 
impoſition, detained their merchandiſe at Bornos, 
Oſſuna, Moron, and other parts of that diſtrict, 
waiting to ſee, whether they ſhould be permitted, 
as formerly, to paſs on to Cadiz, and there pay 
his majeſty's duties; and in caſe they could not 
obtain it, would return home with their goods, 
as ſome had already done. A particular account 
of theſe facts Don Franciſco Varas ſent his ma- 
jelty, | 
b ke ſoon as this account was laid before the king, 
he ordered the marquiſs de Campo Florido to take 9 
the neceſſary meaſures to remedy it, and recom- 1 
mended a ſpeedy application; and in conſequence yi 
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of it, the marquiſs wrote the following letter to 
b. Thomas de Idiaquez, governour of Cadiz, 
N and ſuperintendant of thoſe cuſtom-houſes. 


« My Lord, | 4 
| *© A proclamation having been publiſhed, with 
4 the approbation of your excellency, the regent 
of Sevil, and ſubdelegate of Xeres, prohibit= + 
| © ing the road of la Boca de la Fox to the traf- 
fick, and tranſport of fruits, cloths, and other 
© © goods from the inland parts to Cadiz, and any 
carrier of goods from proceeding, except the 
© © king's, and the regular carrier of the Jarretas, 
3 Keres and Lebrija, who enters them, and diſ- 
charges the duties claimed by the book of rates; 
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and as an obligation from the ordinance of the 
Galeons now intervenes, and requires the beſt 
means, to enable traders and merchants to 
haſten their commodities and fruits to that city, 
and to remove every obſtruction or cauſe of de. 
lay, I have this day given orders to the ſubde- 
legate of Xeres, that neither in their cuſtom. 
houſe, nor that of the Jarretas, is there an ob- 
ligation upon any carrier to enter, or pay duties 


for the merchandiſe, and other goods and fruits, 


which they carry to the city of Cadiz, to be 


| ſhipped on board the next Galeons, in fo much 


cc 


as there will be charged, and paid in the cuſtom. 
houſe of that city, all that ſhall be lawfully due 
from the book of rates, and the rules of the 
Almojarifazgo. I give your excellency thi 
notice, who no doubt will on your part do every 


thing, that conduces to remove any obſtruction 
the carriers may meet with in the tranſport of 


ſuch goods, that the diſpatch of the Galeons 
may not be delayed a moment for want of them; 


at the ſame time I am providing proper inſtruc- 


cc 


tions for the regent of Sevil, in reſpect of the 
cuſtom-houſe of Lebrya. But your excellen- 
cy is to underſtand, that this is only a tempo- 
rary proviſion for the reaſons given above, and 
that I am charged myſelf with the care of te- 
gulating the carriage for the future, for the {- 
curity of his majeſty's duties, the prevention of 
frauds, and the encouragement his majeſty i 
pleaſed to give his ſubjects, in order to extend 
the manufactures of Spain, and the commerce 
of the Indies. God preſerve, &c. Madrid 
December 11. 1720. . 
15 CHAP 
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CHA P. XLVIII. 


Certain articles in the inſtructions to the inten- 
dants, that are calculated to cheriſh trade and 
manufactories. 


{HIS inſtruction to the intendants was iſſu- 
ed out by his preſent majeſty the 4th of 


July 1718. ſigned by his own hand, and under- 


ſigned Don Miguel Fernandez Duran. And 


though moſt of the 143 articles, it conſiſts of, 


tend to the univerſal good of the people, and the 


improvement of the manufactories and commerce 


of Spain, the following ſeven capital clauſes ſhall 
only be offered, for fear of ſwelling this treatiſe 


too much. 


ART IC. XXXIII. 


e Having been informed, that the privileges and 


« indulgences granted the people under the title 
« of fairs, in order to facilitate the purchaſe or 
e barter of their own goods and fruits, are abuſed 


« and turned-to the benefit of foreigners, who 
unjuſtly avail themſelves of the fame immunity, 


and introduce their merchandiſe and fruits, to 


the trade of my ſubjects, J order you to ex- 
amine the original patents, that have been, or 
4 ſhall hereafter be granted for theſe fairs, and to 
uſe great vigilance, that the tenor of them may 
not be in any wiſe exceeded, either by my 
* own ſubjects or foreigners, and that no injuri- 
* ous interpretation, or extenſion of them be per- 


d mitted, | 


the great prejudice of my royal revenue, and 
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AR TI. XI. 


« Ye ſhall take great care, that no vagabonds, 
diſſolute, troubleſome or dangerous perſons be 
allowed in any parts of your province ; and all 
ſuch as are able, and of a proper age to bear 
arms, ye ſhall cauſe to be apprehended, and 
taken into cuſtody, and give me an account of 
them, that they may be enliſted into thoſe re- 
giments it ſhall be my pleaſure, to enroll 
them : you ſhall alſo provide, that ſo long as 
they ſhall be detained in priſon, waiting for an 
opportunity to convey them to the regiments, 
or to deliver them up to the officers, which 
ſhall be recruiting with a paſſport from the cap- 


tains general, they be ſupplied with a ratio of 


bread, weighing 24 ounces of Caſtile, and four 
quartos per day ; which. money 1s to be taken 


out of the cheſt of the juſticiary, and in de- 


fault of that, out of the Arbitrios and Propri- 
os of the community; but from the very day 
of their delivery up to the officers, they are to 
be maintained by them, as the recruits ; for 


which and the keeping up the compliment of 


their companies a gratuity is allowed. Very ſe— 
vere laws being made againſt vagabonds, and 
idle tellows, you ſhall be vigilant in ſeeing them 


executed in every thing that — not interfere 
with this inſtruction, 


AR TIC. XA. 


As to the vagabonds and poor, that ſhall not 


be fit to bear arms, or for the culture of lands, 
or other ſorts of hard labour, you ſhall ſee that 
houſes are provided for them, in cities and vil- 
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caſes require, and alſo forbid their aſſemblin 
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lages, at their charge, where they ſhall be col- 


lected together, and made to work, either in 


ſpinning or preparing wool, ſilk, and other ma- 
terials for the fabricks, and mechanick trades, 
each of them employed in that fort of labour that 


: ſhall beſt ſuit his age, health or genius. So that 


by theſe and other proviſions, which you ſhall 
judge proper to make, no perſon may be idle, 
and every one gain a livelihood without begg- 


ing, or uſing other unlawful means; and that 


only thoſe that by their age and infirmities ſhall 
be unable to work, ſhall be maintained by the 
alms that ſhall be collected, and other reliefs, 
which the community ſhall provide: and be- 
cauſe there are many that work only on certain 


days of the week, and are idle the reſt, though 
there be no want of work, ye ſhall alſo take 


care to correct this miſdemeanour, by caufing 
them to be mortified by confinement, and other 
means prudence ſhall dictate, and their ſeveral 
g in 
taverns, or entertaining themſelves with un— 


lawful ſports, eſpecially on working days. 


rie. . 


To the ſame end ſhall it be your eſpecial 


charge to encourage in all towns fit and quali- 


fied for them, all fabricks of cloth, ſtuffs, pa- 


per, glaſs, ſoap, any ſort of woven goods, the 


growth of ſilk, looms, and all other mecha- 


nick arts, trades and crafts whatſoever, which 


can with moſt eaſe be ſet on foot ; for beſides 
the numbers maintained by the labour of the 
manufactories, and employed in the conduct of 
them, commerce is by this means promoted, 
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and the provinces enriched, fince the export. 
ing of any fort of goods whatever manufaQur. 
ed, will yield, without queſtion, a far greater 
advantage, than that of the materials or ſimple 
commodities of our own growth, ſuch as wool, 
ſilk, flax, wood, ſoſa, barilla, oar, &c. Ye 
ſhall alſo lay before me the molt practicable 
and likely means to gain this end of inducing 
the common people to labour and induſtry, on 
which depend their own eaſe and the publick 
intereſt. And ſhould it be neceſſary to aſſiſt 


them in any ſhape, or to grant them ſums of 


money, not too large, it ſhall be freely diſpen- 
ſed to them, as the advantage reſulting from it 
is manifeſt; and in caſe private perſons ſhall 
not have ſufficient means to ſet them on foot, 
by forming an aſſociation, or company of ſome 


of the moſt proper, or when the publick cheſt 


fails; and if the want of maſters, owing to 
the ruin of ſo many manufactories, mechanick 


trades and crafts, ſhould clog it, you ſhall con- 
ſider of methods to draw them from other parts 


of the kingdom, or from abroad, into the 


places under your juriſdiction; or, according to 
the ſort of fabricks to be eſtabliſhed, you ſhall 
ſend youth and children to the places where 
they are, to learn, and by this means, in time, 
accompliſh a ſcheme ſo important and intereſt- 


ing; and as we are ſenſible, that one great 


cauſe of the ruin of the Spaniſh manufactures 


1s the vaſt improvement foreigners have made 


in theirs, whoſe cloths, ſtuffs, &c. are finer, 
and more beautiful, made with fewer materials 
and at leſs charge, and yet have ſufficient 
ſtrength, I ſhall order a ſtandard for the mw 
EY ure, 
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e fre, number of threads, form of the combs, 
Fr preſſes, fulling mills, and other rules to be ob- 
« ſerved by the manufacturers of wool, ſilk, &c. 
that by having the ſubſtance and prime quality, 
« which is proper, they may riſe in eſteem, and 
« their vent and conſumption be facilitated both 
« at home and abroad. To this end I ſhall cauſe 
« to be reduced, or taken off, all the duties now 
« charged at their exportation out of my domi- 
« njons, as alſo the inland duty at the fale of 
them, &c. You ſhall alſo take great care, that 
c the colours for dying cloths and filks be good 
and laſting, and puniſh all ſuch as offend in 
„ this way: And I order, that in all theſe and 
other cafes, which may occur, you encourage 
and favour trade, and conſequently the traders, 
manufacturers, their workmen and other de- 
pendants, as it 1s my intention, that they be 
© © all ſupported and aſſiſted by my tribunals, mi- 
| *© niſters, captains-general, and other command- 
ers and perſons, whom it ſhall concern, as it 
| © has been directed and given them in charge, 
more eſpecially taking care that they be involv- 
ed in no vexatious affairs; and if any law-ſuits 
of their own, or their families, ſhould happen, 
that they be diſpatched quickly, and in prefe- 
rence to all others, doing them juſtice, and 


ſhewing all the favour that can be, without in- 
convenience. 
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AR F 1 C. LY. 
*© You ſhall cauſe to be obſerved the prohibi- 
tions or ordinances, touching the reform of 
wearing apparel, and the uſe of all woven 
goods whatſoever, whether our own or foreign, 
that ſhall be prohibited, eſpecially the gold and 
| ſilver 
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filver ſtuffs, &c. and ſhall repreſent to the coun. 
cil of Caſtile, what meaſures you judge mof 
likely, to reſtrain the exceſs and diſorders in 
the ſaid wearing apparel, and facilitate the 
wear and conſumption of goods, that are or 
ſhall be manufactured in the country by an 
eſtabliſhment of new fabricks. But in the in. 


terim, and before any reſolutions can well be 


taken upon your repreſentations, - you ſhall 
cauſe the prohibitions already in force, to be 
put in execution ; and therefore for your own 


direction you ſhall apply for copies of them. 


ANTI LY: 
© What is to be the principal object of your 
attention is cheriſhing and preſerving plenty of 
fruits, of grain in particular. Some perſons 
miſtake the natural means of doing it, relying 


chiefly upon an undiſtinguiſhing zeal to pro- 


hibit the exportation of grain, &c. even after 
repeated years of plenty; which is ſo contrary 


to all good policy, that plenty ill conducted is 


ſometimes no leſs fatal than a dearth; for 
upon ſeeing ſcarcity, the farmers are encouraged 
to cultivate and break up more land ; but in 
caſe of plenty, when there is more than can be 
expended, they are languid and diſpirited; for 
they muſt either not ſell their fruits at all, or 
at ſo very low a rate, that it is impoſſible for 
them to repeat and bear the charge of a freſh 


cultivation; whence it follows, that many are 


ruined, their lands unoccupled, and their ſtocks 


ſold off for other purpoſes, and there is certain- 


ly great want and ſcarcity in the ſucceeding 


years. For though the next crops may be pret- 
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« ty good ones, there muſt be a ſcarcity ariſing 
« from the many lands lying fallow. This great 
« jnconvenience you ſhall take care to prevent, by 
« ſtrictly inquiring every year into the quantity 
and qualityaof the. harveſts, by means of the 
« tythes, or other ways, and calculating pretty 
« nearly the conſumption of the inhabitants, that 
the ſurplus may be aſcertained, in order to allow 
« and facilitate the exportation, not of all the ſparc 
grain, but half, or ſuch a portion as ſhall ap- 
© © pear prudent, and leave a proper reſerve for the 
year following, leſt the harveſt ſhould not turn 
« out ſo well as it promiſed. And in cafe there 
be not a promiſing crop the current year, owing 
to a dry ſeaſon, or other accidents, the extrac- 
© tion ſhall be leſs, and in this and all other caſes 
„ ſuch, as prudence ſhall direct; for there is ſo 
great a variation in circumſtances, that no ſure 
rules can poſſibly be preſcribed. Therefore I 
only give you a general charge, to be vigilant 
and active in cheriſhing and encouraging plenty, 
band in preventing the damage that muſt ariſe, 
whenever an exportation of your ſuperfluous 
grain may be convenient, if it be not permitted 
( and facilitated. And that you may better ſucceed 
in this important concern, ye ſhall hold corre- 
ſpondence with the preſident and members of 
the council, who ſhall be charged with the 
care of your province, whom I ſhall prepare 
for it, and to whom you are to give an ac- 
count every 15 days, 1. e. in the beginning and 
middle of every month, of the ſtate of your 
principal fruits, the price of them, what is to 
© © be feared or expected, as well in times of plenty 
© * as ſcarcity ; as alſo, at a proper time, of the real 
Y | produce 
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produce of the harveſts; what the people muſt 


conſume, or nearly, before the next harveſt; 
what quantities of each ſort may be exported; 
and all other informations you ſhall think pro- 
«© per, for the directing them to make the ſeaſon- 
able proviſions every cafe requires. You are 
moreover to repreſent all offences you ſhall be 
informed of, in reſpect to the extraction of 
grain, ſilver, horſes, and other prohibitions, 
as alſo in reſpect to the laws relating to arms, 
gypſies, duelling, &c. eſtabliſhed and in force; 
and you ſhall propoſe the times and quantities 
it will be convenient to export out of each pro- 
vince, according to its ſituation and plenty; with 
this proviſo, that the quantities and prices of 
ain be calculated by the meaſures, and money 
of Caſtile, or by a reduction of the provincial 
money and meaſures to thoſe ſtandards. 


AST 1 C LIE 
« But you are always to conſider, that of all 
the parts of your duty, the moſt important and 
delicate is preſerving the ſtandard, equality and 
< proportion of the coin, and to take care that it 
be not clipped, counterfeited, or ſuffer any other 
damage provided againſt by the laws; and 
therefore you ſhall uſe your utmoſt diligence to 
have them punctually executed in this caſe, ap- 
pointing, amongſt other things, perſons of {kill 
and credit to examine all the royal cheſts, the 
publick banks, &c. from time to time, and to 
try the weight and quality of the money by eſ- 
ſays and other means; and every time you ſhall 
detect any abuſe or other detriment, that may 
ce proceed from the villainy of my own ſubjects or 
5 1 | ey foreigners, | 
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te foreigners, either from a debaſing of the ſaid 
« moneys, or an injurious diſproportion of one 
ce piece to another, or of the coin of one province 
« to another, according to their intrinſick br ex- 
« trinſick value, you ſhall then repreſent it to me, 
« and in the moſt particular manner, by the coun- 
« cil of Caſtile, its natural channel, that I may 


« give ſuch orders as ſhall be neceſſary to put a 


« ſtop to it. But if a ſpeedy remedy be requiſite, 
e and our reſolution cannot be waited for, you 
« ſhall then communicate it to the court of audi- 


« ence or chancery, which it ſhall concern, and 


with their conſent meaſures may be taken in the 
« mean time.“ 


CHA P. MIX. 
Proviſions of his preſent majeſty in favour of trade 


and navigation, and contained in the inſtructions 
to engineers, &. Cunſiderable improvements 


made in ſome of our ports, eſpecially at Malaga, 


end a great trade carried on there in fruits. 


IS majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to iſſue out 
an ordinance of the ſame date, July the 4th, 
1718, ſigned by himſelf, and underſigned, Don 
Miguel Fernandez Duran, the preamble of which 
is as follows; 

The king. 


te In as much as it is for my ſer- 


| * vice, and the intereſt of my vaſſals, that an ex- 


* ſurvey be made of the {ſituation of my cities, 
e towns, &c. their diſtances, the quality of the 
« roads, the courſe of rivers, the condition of the 
e bridges, &c. as alſo the ſtate and circumſtances 
© of the fortreſſes, ſea-ports, bays and coaſts, both 


Sas this knowledge is neceſſary for my royal ſer- 
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who profeſs that {cience, or even the FRY of 


vice, the convenience of travellers, carriage, 
&c. and as I have a great deſire to order the re. 
pair of the ſaid roads, bridges. &c. and ſuch 
new works, as ſhall be eſteemed a benefit tg 
the publick, by cauſing new bridges to be built, 
and other roads, if neceſſary to be cut, in order 
to ſhorten them, or avoid bad way, for the con- 
venience of paſlengers and traders, and to cafe 
the charge of tranſporting goods, fruits and cat- 
tle from one town to another, to their mutual 
advantage; and I Will alto for the ſame and 
other good ends, that the ſea ports be repaired, 
bettered, and preſerved, ſuch rivers made navi- 
gable, and canals cut, as ſhall be found uſefu), 
and can be ſupplied by ſubterraneous or other 
waters, which muſt be an advantage to trade, 
and a great benefit to the people, as it will fa 
cilitate and reduce the charge of tranſporting 
fruits, materials and goods from one province 
to another, enable us to erect corn-mills, ful- 
ling-mills, &c. and to water ſuch lands as 
would otherwiſe be barren: And Iam in hopes 
by means of the preſent peace to execute all or 
moſt of theſe works, and my other great deſigns, 
at the charge of my own royal revenues, and 
by the labour of ſome of my troops, whom | 
ſhall chearfully empley to the general advan- 
tage of my ſubjects; and as I have been allo 
informed, that upon ſeveral occaſions, there 
have been built many uſeleſs works in my for- 
treſſes and ſea-ports, and large ſums of my re- 
venue and the publick money, by this means 
ſquandered away, from their having been exe- 
cuted without plan, vr the direCtion of engineers, 


e the 


of COMMERCE, &. 239 


« the officers of my revenue, whoſe concurrence 


ov 


in ſuch articles is abſolutely neceſſary, and by the 
cc mere preſumption of certain general officers, 
© &c. who have taken upon them to determine and 
« execute them, without previouſly obtaining an 
« ordinance from ourlelf; from whence it has 
happened, that ſome works have been raiſed in 
theſe fortreſſes, that are very defective, and 


Lan) 


. 


* 


« others pernicious and contrary to their intent, 


„ 


weaken the place, and we have been obliged to 
« deſtroy them, and incur a new charge to the 
© (detriment of the revenue: And as I am de- 
« firous of preventing for the future theſe and 
e other inconveniencies, by preſcribing to the en- 
t gineers, and others, whom it ſhall concern, 


plain rules for their conduct in theſe two impor- 


© tant concerns, which they are faithfully to put 
in execution for my ſervice, J have decreed 

« them in the form, they are diſtinctly ſet forth 

jn the following inſtructions,” &c. 

It may eaſily be inferred from the titles, or 


general heads propoſed in this preamble, of what 


importance and benefit the ſeveral charges muſt 
needs be, which are given in the 62 articles this 
inſtruction contains. Moſt of them are calculated 


for the enlargement of commerce, &c. and eſpe- 


cially for the improvement, ſecurity and preſer- 
vation of the ſea-ports. With ſuch view theſe 
inſtructions direct the engineers to form very par- 


ticular maps of every province in Spain, reſem- 


bling thoſe already done for Madrid, and the parts 


adjacent, and extending 26 Spaniſh leagues (of 


which 172 make a degree) from north to ſouth, 
and 33 from eaſt to weſt, which will comprehend 
858 ſquare leagues. They are alſo directed to 

M e add 
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add to theſe maps diſtinct narratives of the ſever; 
circumſtances of each country, with their own re. 
marks on the ſeveral heads recited in the five fol. 
lowing articles. 


AR FIE. XI. 
“ Beſides what is contained in the ſaid map, 
they ſhall form ſeparate narratives, ſetting forth 
with great accuracy and fidelity, the nature f 
each country, its fruits, cattle, and other things, 
«© which it ſhall either want or abound with, th: 
*« plains, cliffs, mountains, good or bad roads; 
what repairs ſhall be neceſſary to render theſe 
paſſable to carriages, and where they are to be 
widened or paved; whether the ground be fen- 
ny, or ſhorter ways can be cut, without great 
expence, obſerving at the ſame time the num- MW 
ber and diſtance of the inns, with their reſpec- 
tive accommodations ; and whether it may be 
neceſſary to enlarge them, or build others, for 
regular ſtages and the convenience of paſſengers. WW 
** Moreover they ſhall ſet forth the condition of the 
ce bridges, whether they want to be repaired or en- 
larged; together with a calculation of the charges 
each of theſe repairs, or new works, which 
ſhall be thought convenient, will amount to, ac- 
e cording to the ſituation and price of materials, a: 
« well as labour, in each place ag 
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ART IC. XII. 
ce In theſe narratives, notice alſo ſhall be taken 
e of the towns or places, where there are fabricks 
* of cloths, filks, linnens, and other woven goods, 
ee as alſo of paper, criſtals, glaſs and ſoap, filk 
«© produced, and mechanick trades or ms on 
| « foot, 
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of COMMERCE, &c. 241 
t foot, the reſpective harveſts and manufactures 
« of each country, and the number of hands em- 
« ployed in them; by what means theſe may be 


« enlarged and improved, new ones ſet up, and 


« commerce encouraged in all poſſible ways, and 


e my ſervice, as well as the good of my ſubjects, 


« promoted in every province. With no leſs 
« yigilance ſhall they examine and report the ſtate 
« and condition of the fabricks for military ſtores, 


« ſuch as gun- powder, caſt and wrought iron, 


* 


0 


all ſorts of metals, hemp, reſin, and all other 
« things uſed and conſumed in war by ſea or 


land; as alſo what ſupplies of ſtone, brick, lime, 
« tiles, timber and-other materials, are to be found 
e in the parts adjoining to my fortreſſes, and 
© © ports, for the building and repair of their forti- 
= © fications, magazines, barracks, moles, &c. 


+ A eee XK 
In the ſea-ports they ſhall take particular care 


do give the elevation and plan of the port, and 
= © the adjacent coaſts, with all their circumſtances 
= © of caſtles, forts; towers, &c. deſigned for their 


protection and ſecurity; to note the times of 
et high and low water, the ſand- banks, ſhoals or 
rocks above or under water, in the bay, or on 
ce the neighbouring coaſts; and in particular give 
* an exact draught of its mole, where merchan- 


| © diſe and goods are ſhipped, and where they are 


72009}, e , KD, - 
They ſhall alſo cauſe ſoundings to be made, 


; © withithe:utmoſt care, for the depth of water at 

BY EXITS | | 2 

Ahe entrance of the port, in the bay, and on the 
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be found under the articles, that treat of tb: 


e As the preſervation of the ports is of equal « 
towns, and their ſtrength and good conditior 


*« fecurity of my coaſts, and kingdom, but facil 
_« tate the fitting out, and protection of my fleet © 
and procure thoſe vaſt advantages which m ; 
L ſubjects gain by improving commerce and nav 
TT, 2 &« gation i 


242 The THEORY and PRACTICE 
* neighbouring coaſts, and inform themſelye, 
<« whether the ports be fafe, with what winds one 
te. may go in, ride ſafe, or fail out; what ſort of 
*© veſſels are moſt 1 aw for each of the por 
te and coaſts, ſetting forth how many and wha 
c ſort of ſhips belong to it, what number of nz. 
tt tive mariners in the port, and the neighbouring 
< villages, and the ſtate of the navigation in gene- 
« ral; as alfo the quality and quantity of com. 
c modities and fruits of their own, traded with 
« and exported, and ſuch as are imported from 
© abroad; how many of their ſhips employed in 
it, or whether the exportation is all made in 
foreign veſſels, and of what country; at the fame 
time getting information how much is paid for 
e freight per ton, per month, or for the voyage; 
by weight or admeaſurement, either in thei 
* own or foreign bottoms, with diſtinction, whe- 
<< ther they go out or come in. As to the cauling 


baliſas or ſea-marks, erected to point out the 

banks, ſhoal water, rocks and other obſtruc- 

<< tions, that may endanger the veſſels either com- 

« ing in or going out of port, the particulars wil 

i preſervation and government of the ports. 
n e Lk. 


« greater moment than even that of the barret 


* not only contribute much to the defence and 
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of COMMERCE, & 243 
« gation; I order, that the governors of the towns 
= « and ports, the captains general, the intendants, 
C wherethereſhall be any, the corregidors, and other 
e juſtices, and perſons whom it may concern in 
any of the ſaid ports, whether they be fortified 
4 or not, do employ great vigilance in clearing 
* « andpreſerying the ſaid ports, the channels, mouths 
e of rivers, and other adjoining waters, and take 
„ care that the Arbitrios and Proprios of the 
cities, towns, &c. which ſhould be applied to 
| © this purpoſe, and to the maintainance of the 
| © moles, keys, and other works in the ſaid ports, 
be done 1o accordingly, with great fidelity and 
© © no embezzlement; and provided theſe funds be 5 
iinſufficient, that it be repreſented to me by the 
e perſons whoſe duty it is, that an augmentation 
e of them is neceſſary for theſe repairs and new 
„ works, in order that I may make all convenient 
= © proviſion for them. 


AR-TI1C. LA. 
In the 21ſt article of theſe inſtructions it is 
given in charge to the engineers to ſound the þ 
depth of water within the port, at its entrance, A 
in the bay, and upon the coaſt; and as the great- 
eſt dangers, and molt frequent wrecks; on go- 
ing out or coming into port, eſpecially where 

there are bars, uſually proceed from want of 
conſtant ſea-marks upon the ſand-banks, ſhoal- 
water, rocks, &c. I order that the engineers, 
with ſome officers and pilots belonging to the 

Port, do ſound for, and exactly fet down all theſe 
obſtructions, both in the entrance, in the bay, | 
and on the coaſts adjacent, having all the affiſt- I 

ance given them that ſhall be neceſſary for this A 
R 2 « purpols, 1 


* > * 2 
. 4 ae ee eee Ae LETS 3 
a 7 n * N part : : 

925 9 „ / ES 1 . : 0 . . Rs 

, EP” . ccc 2 'r... . „ c OO 
G PFG PN 3 l . . bo 0s 50 ; 1 . 

. LE BESS JC ( Ont 2 rr rr EE ED RE Dat te EA PTE Ve IE Es ogy. 8 
2. T r I DBM TE Ie WS 2. . N ee RI 77 e 
1 5 ; LOS ; 


244 The Turok and PRACTICE 
«« purpoſe, and afterwards ſet up, or fix conſtant 
« ſea-marks upon them, which uſually conſiſt of 
e large tons, or pieces of timber faſtened to an 
* iron chain, which is ſunk to the bottom by large 
5 ſtones; and theſe floating every tide, mark out 
e the places where there is danger from ſhoal. 
* water, &c. and point out the channel or ſafe 
«© paſſage, which is incloſed within theſe buoys 
« placed at proper diſtances to the right and leſt 
« of it, as it is uſual in ſeveral ports, mouths «f 
“ rivers, and bars, in Europe and other parts of 
ci the world; and in ſome places, eſpecially 
©. where the bottom is a rock, that there be buil 
r alfo ſea-marks of ſtone, in the form of littl: 
dc towers, where at night and other times of ne- 
_ « ceflity, lights may be ſet up, over and abo 
ee the great lanthorn, that uſually ſhews the port: 
this ſhall be done in thoſe places where it ſhal 
be convenient, and otherwiſe they ſhall be com. 
e poſed of large pieces of timber, three, four or fie 
of them joined together for each ſea- mark, and 
* «© fixed ina ſocket of ſtone; and that they may be 
ce clearly diſtinguiſhed by day and night, a lan- 
4 thorn be placed upon each of them, and be both 
4 ſecured againſt the violence of the winds, and 
e eaſily taken down, when we are apprehenſir 
* of an enemy. This very meaſure 1s directe 
<« by the laws in reſpect of the port of Vera Cru! 
In the articles 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59 and 0, 
it js ordered, that no ſtones, earth, or other rub- 

' biſh, be thrown into the ports, channels, and 
mouths of rivers, that old or uſeleſs ſhips not it 
broken up within the ports, and that anchors and 
all other things that may clog it, be buoyed Up 


when loſt there. The places and manner of taking 
i 
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it, that it may be no prejudice to the ports, chan- 
E nels, or mouths of rivers, and ſeveral other prudent 
E meaſures for the preſervation of ports, ſince many 
of them for want of this care have been choaked 
up, and ſo ill uſed, that ſome, which formerly 
received capital ſhips full freighted, and at that 
time with great difficulty admitted even middling 


Purpoſes already mentioned. 
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in ballaſt is preſcribed, and alſo where to diſchage 


ones in balaſt. Theſe very intereſting regulati- 
ons preſcribed by his majeſty were ſo much the 
more neceſſary, as none had ever yet been made 
in this reſpect. Though there be ample proviſi- 
on made for judicial laws and rules of government 
for the kingdom in the body of ſtatutes, compiled 
in four volumes folio, down to the year 1723 in- 
dluſive, there does not appear in any of theſe, or 
in the ordinances of the marine, a ſingle article 
directed for the preſervation of the ſea- ports, ſave 
L only that in the | 


aws of the Indies, compiled alſo 


in four volumes, there is a flight proviſion made 
for the ports of thoſe ſeas, and alfo in law 28. 


tit. 28. lib. 9. made February 24, 1652. it is men- 
tioned, that from an information, that the docks 
of Puenta de Suazo, and Carracca near Cadiz, were 
ſo out of order, that in a little time they would 
not be able to careen ſhips there, it is ordered, that 
the maſter- carpenter of the flota of the Indies con- 
ſult with the maſter-carpenter of the home fleet, 
in order to pitch upon proper places, where the 
balaſt and rubbiſh diſcharged from the ſhips might 


be thrown, and ſerve for the repair of the ſtrands, 


without making any farther proviſion for the pre- 
ſervation and improvement of ports, a thing of ſo 
much conſequence to trade, and the other good 
His majeſty, ſenfibtb 
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of this, vouchſafed not only to iſſue out the ſaid 
ordinance of the year 1718, but alſo made ſeve- 
ral proviſions, in order to cleanſe, depthen, and 
fortify ſome of the ſaid ports; and it has already 
been done in ſome places, and is doing in others, 
eſpecially at Malaga, where ever fince the year 
1717. they have laboured with ſo much vigour, 
in conſequence of the royal orders and 1 ae 


tions, that the chargeable work of the moles is 


very far advanced, as alſo that of the galleries, 
keys and other parts of the port, ſo that ſhips al. 
ready go in and out full freighted, which before 
the year 1717. could not in balaſt, upon account 
of the ſand, ſtones and other obſtructions, which 
have been lately cleared at no very extraordinary 
expence ; and great benefit has ariſen from it to 
that city and the parts adjacent, from the conſide- 
rable commerce by ſea carried on there; for it i; 
well known, that a greater quantity of fruits is 
ſent abroad out of that port than any other in 
Spain, particularly wines, oyls and raiſins which 
are exported to the northern provinces, England 
eſpecially, to the great emolument and increalc 
of the people in thoſe parts, 


CHAP. EL 


Ordinances and provifions of his preſent majeſty for 
cloathing the officers and ſoldiers in Spaniſh ma- 
nufactures, and the advantage it is lo continue it. 


| IS majeſty, deſirous of favouring, and by 
all poſſible means cheriſhing the Spaniſh 


manufactures, and conſequently the intereſt of 
his ſubjects, reſolved, that all his troops, even his 
own guards, be cloathed in woven and other 

| | com: 
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& commodities manufactured in this kingdom, and 
iſſued out an ordinance, October 20, 1719. ſign- 
ed by himſelf, and underſigned, Don Miguel Fer- 
nandez Duran, which contains the following re- 
© markable clauſes. 

© The king. © Out of my great zeal for the re- 
lief and intereſt of my ſubjects, and as both 
c theſe depend upon the enlargement and preſer- 


„ yation of the fabricks of this kin gdom, and 


= © our having a market for the other commodities 
= < whichare the produce of our own country, with- 
= © out having recourſe to foreign goods, the im- 
= © portation and confumption of which muſt needs 
= © drain us of our money, and in conſequence 
= © cauſe poverty and the diſpeopling of my do- 
= © minions, I have reſolved, that the uniform and 
= © accoutrements for the officers of all my troops, 


= © in Spain, Majorca, and the African gariſons, 


including the marines, be wholly made of cloths 
= © and ſtuffs manufactured in the provinces of 
= © Spain; as alſo that hats, galoons, ſtockings, 
= © belts, bandaliers, buff coats, and other neceſſa- 
= © ries, as well to compleat the ſaid uniform as 
= © for the entire cloathing of the common ſoldiers, 
be only of Spaniſh goods, manufactured in theſe 
8 © kingdoms ; and that they be fo, is to be made 
= © appear to the inſpectors by a certificate from 


e the vender, ſigned alſo by the reſpective war- 


* dens of the companies, the corregidors and 
= © juſtices of the place where they ſhall have 
A been bought; and for the better obſervation of 
{ © this rule, I order, that there be not brought 
into Spain, by ſea or land, any cloths, or other 
goods made up, ſuch as boots, ſhoes, belts, 

„„ ban 
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bandeliers, buff coats and granadiers pouches, 
even though it be pretended, that they are not 
for the uſe of the army. In conſequence of 
this, I order, that any of theſe commodities 
which ſhall be intended to be introduced into 
Spain, and are not already declared contraband 
goods, be alſo contraband from January the iſt 
1720. &c. and forfeited, and the offender to 
be proceeded againſt in the form as in ſuch 
caſe provided. All this ſhall be punQually ob- 
ſerved, and put in execution; and if any regi- 
ment ſhall offend againſt this ordinance, the 
colonel, or other commanding officer, as well 
as the ſerjeant major, ſhall be deprived of his 
commiſſion ; but if the offence ſhall be owing 
to any particular captain or officer, either in 


reſpect to his own, or the regimentals of his 


company, I Will, that all ſuch be deprived of 
their commiſſions, and the colonel and ſer- 
jeant major ſeverely reprimanded, for not 
being more vigilant in preventing it; and that 
the cloaths, &c. that ſhall be made up for 
the future, or .hereafter found to be foreign 
manufacture, in violation of this ordinance, be 
ſeized by the inſpectors or their aſſiſtants, and 
aſſigned over to the informers, to diſpoſe of 
them to their own uſe. As to the cloathing of 
my body-guards, and the foot guards, I order, 
that this rule be rigorouſly obſerved, that the 
uniform of the officers, and the accautrements 
of the ſoldiers be of cloth and other goods ma- 
nufactured in this kingdom, under the penalty, 
that all who ſhall offend againſt it, be depriv- 
ed of their commiſſions. To the captains-ge- 


neral, the governors of the fortreſſes, lieutenant- 


generals, 
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« generals, and other commanding officers, and 


« yincial ſtates, the army, and fortified towns, I 
« give in eſpecial charge, that they make uſe of 
« the cloths and other goods manufactured in 
« Spain for their own wear, and that of their fa- 
e mily, under pain of my diſpleaſure.” &c. 


Though this ordinance be prudent and inter- 
eſting, as the end it is directed to ſerve plainly 
ſhews, the execution of it in all its branches is 
thought to be attended with difficulties; for as the 
officers of the army are diſperſed in the fortreſſes 
and barrier towns of Spain, Majorca, and the ga- 


ed with what they ſhould find molt to their ſatisfac- 
tion, with little or no concern, where the goods 
have been manufactured ; nor can the offence be 
detected in due time by the inſpectors, at leaſt in 
diſtant parts, in order to apply the remedy, or im- 
poſe the penalty of the ſame ordinance; and in ſpite 


ces, the proviſion is in the main very prudent; 
yet another made the ſame year 1724. is thought 
to be more ſo, which orders ſo much cloth of the 
new fabrick of Guadalaxara, belonging to the go- 


| vernment, to be delivered to every officer in com- 


miſſion, or half-pay, of foot, horſe and dragoons, 


tween five and fix yards each, they have received 
already about 30000 in the whole. By this means 
effectual care is taken to prevent the wear of fo- 
teign cloths, and to have a ready vent for thoſe 


of 


« miniſters of all ranks, either in the upper pro- 


riſons of Africa and Longon, it has been appre- 


hended reaſonable to allow ſome of them to be cloath- 


of theſe difficulties in ſome accidental circumſtan- 


as is ſufficient for their uniform, and charged to 
their account; and the quantity being rated be- 


250 The TREORY and PRACTICE 
of Guadalaxara; conſiderations that recommend 
this ordinance to be obſerved for the future, a 
the moſt certain and ſucceſsful meaſure for the 
attainment of the ſaid purpoſes, and from which 
no prejudice can ariſe to the troops. 

As to the cloth, and other commodities ex. 
pended in the accoutrements of the body guards, 
and the regiments of foot guards, ſuch care ha 
been taken, that only Spaniſh goods have been 
uſed for ſome years paſt, ever ſince they have 
been under the direction of his majeſty's mini- 
ſters. | = 
The fame care has been taken in reſpect to the We 
accoutrements of the reſt of the infantry, horſe 
and dragoons, by their having been for ſome years 
paſt under the direction of his majeſty's miniſters, 
and they have been delivered out of the royal 
magazine, which his majeſty in the year 1704. 
eſtabliſhed in this city with ſuch a view, and it is 
conducted by an overſeer and officers, who are to 
provide and purchaſe the cloths, &c. and cauſe 
them to be made up into regimentals, as directed 
by the royal inſtructions, and according to the 
patterns approved by his majeſty. This method 
is thought to be very well calculated to promote 
the Spaniſh manufactures, and for other advan- 
tages to the ſubjects of his majeſty ; more eſpe- 
cially as it detains in theſe kingdoms, and circu- 
lates in the inland provinces above a million 
of crowns, which are annually expended bare- 
ly in the ſoldier's regimentals, the ſaddles, and 
other accoutrements of the horſe and dragoons; 
the advantage and happy effects of which ſhall be 
explained in the following chapter. 


C HAP. 


. 
-*Y 
* 
n 


of COMMERCE, &c. 251 


„„ 


EF farther illuſtration of the advantages to the trea- 


fury, the people, and the troops, from the reyal 


magazine, and other proviſions of his preſent | 


majeſty for their regimentals, in caſe it be con- 
4270 in the manner ſet forth. The weakneſs of 
the objections ſome perſons make. 


'T Otwithſtanding the great advantages to his 


majeſty, and the publick, from the provi- 
lions laid down in the foregoing chapter, in re- 


© ſped to cloathing the troops, and moſt of all to 

the improvement of our manufactures, the main 

ſpring of the meaſures for reviving the monarchy, 

P objections are raiſed againſt it, and it is alledged, 
that ſome of the commodities are not good enough, 

and by advancing the money to the officers, that 

they may be bought cheaper in the provinces, 
where the troops are quartered, and alſo part of 
the charge of carriage ſaved, and in caſe it were 
left to the choice of the officers, that they might 
= equally be cloathed with the manufactures of Spain. 
Jo theſe three objections, I ſhall endeavour to give 
the true and ſatisfactory anſwer, as alſo to clear 
up the main point I am labouring at. 


The firſt objection 1s, that ſome of the com- 


= modities are not good enough. I anſwer, that as 
= good cloths are made at Madrid of the manufac- 
& tures of this kingdom as can be defired, or are 
ft for the troops. This is evident, fince the king's 
& body-guard, and the two regiments of foot guards 


have been ſupplied by it for ſome years; and it 
will be more eaſy to furniſh the marching regi- 
ments, as their uniform is uſually of a worſe kind. 

8 8 As 


7 
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As to their being duly provided, and ſent to the 
ſeveral gariſons, this may be done with eaſe, 
whenever the revenue is in a condition to furniſh 
the means in ſraſon; for as there is great plenty of 
this ſort of cloth, and the other manufactures 
made in the country, and many towns and pri- 
vate clothiers come to petition, to furniſh the ſol- 
diers, in a few months there would eaſily be found 
ſufficient to cloath 200,000 men. And in caſe 
ſome of the faid commodities be not good enough, 
or to the taſte of the officers, 1t 1s not to be aſcrib. 
ed to the miniſters charged with the care of the 
magazine, and the providing of them, but it is 
entirely owing to the patterns choſen and pre- 
ſcribed by ſuperior miniſters, at the time the ſaid 
magazine was ſet on foot. And whenever his 
majeſty ſhall vouchſafe to deliver out other pat- 
terns, for the cloathing of his troops, they will 
no doubt, both as to fineneſs and meaſure, be 
punctually complied with, as they have been 
hitherto ; eſpecially as this good rule 1s purſued, 
to ſeal up and depoite the patterns in the maga- 
Zine, for a conſtant guide, with ſtrict orders, that 
no commodity be admitted that does not come 
up to the ſample ; and for our greater ſecurity, 
there may be an order, to lodge the duplicates of 
the ſaid patterns, approved by his majeſty, and 
| ſealed up, with the director-general of the infan- 
try, and the two inſpectors-general of the horſe 
and dragoons, that each of them in their ſeveral 
' provinces may uſe ſuch vigilance, that the ſerjeant- 
majors, or other officers, charged with the receipt 
of the cloaths, according to the ſtandard ſettled, 
do not admit any below it. By ſuch careful ma- 
nagement we may enſure the goodneſs of the re- 
1 gimentals, 
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gimentals, both in quality and meaſure, and that 


they are agreeable to the inclination, and rules 
preſcribed by his majeſty; and for a plenary pro- 
viſion; let ſome of the inſpectors, that uſually re- 
fide at court, or others of higher rank, as his 
majeſty ſhall pleaſe, be directed to examine from 
time to time the cloths and goods brought into 
the magazine, to fee whether they come up to the 
patterns eſtabliſhed by his majeſty, and to correct 
every abuſe; and if ſuch be, (which I believe 
never will) it ſhall be incumbent upon them to 
| puniſh the officers that have charge of the ma- 
| gazine. Nor can it be ſtrange, that the inſpec- 
| tors, or others of higher rank ſhould have a ſhare 
in ſuch examination and ſuperintendency, ſince it 
is a point of the utmoſt importance, and the mar- 
quiſs of Bednar, ſecretary of war and privy coun- 
ſellor, with others of diſtinguiſhed eminence, did 
do it, and perſonally vifited the magazine. We 


| have alſo a parallel inſtance in France, where the 


ſecretary of ſtate and of war (both which are 
united in the ſame perſon) is obliged to viſit once 
a week the palace, or royal hoſpital of invalids 
without the walls, and does it conſtantly, in order 
to ſee with his own eyes, whether the rules of its 
foundation be regularly obſerved, and to reform 
any neglect, or relaxation of diſcipline, that may 
have been introduced. En gk = 
The ſecond and third objections alledged by 
ſuch as oppoſe this meaſure are, that the cloaths, 
Kc. may be procured by the officers better in 
quality, and . in the provinces where the 
troops are quartered, and that they will take care to 
have them only of the manufacture of theſe king- 


doms: An anſwer to this is very eaſy, that when 
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it has been left to the officers to provide the leſ. 
ſer articles, which in reference to the troops are 
called menages in the magazine, and comprehend 
hats, ſhirts, cravats, ſtockings, ſhoes, belts &c. 
it has been found, that certain regiments have 
been furniſhed with them ſrom abroad, notwith- 
ſtanding the prohibition, for the ſake of the price, 
and other conveniencies, eſpecially in the barrier 
towns, or ſea-ports frequented by foreign ſhip- 
ping; and there will be always ſome danger of it, 
both as they are ſo near temptation, and the in. 
ſpectors, who are to prevent ſuch illicite practices, 
at a great diſtance. 

It appears alſo, that when money has been put 
into the hands of the officers to purchaſe theſe 
{ſmaller articles, ſome have abuſed the truſt, and 
bought them of a very bad fort. For notwith- 
ſtanding there be colonels, that in concert with the 
captains ſet off their regiments with a better grace, 
and ſometimes make an addition of buff-coats, 
and other ornaments, at their own coſt, or with 
a ſaving in the other articles, it is out of doubt, 
that all general officers have not the ſame diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, nor are diſpoſed to make ſuch an 
application ; for ſome have made an ill uſe of that 
confidence, purchaſed a bad commodity, and ſtint- 
ed in the allowance; a variety that is generally 
found, where things are conducted by different 
hands, and in diftin& and remote places; and it 
is well known there is a great number of colonels, 
ſerjeant-majors, and other officers, uſually em- 
ployed in it, and reſiding in ſeveral provinces 
and diſtant parts, on account of their moveable 
quarters; but all hazard will be removed, when 
the cloaths are made and delivered out at Min 
under 
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under the eye of the principal miniſters, and ſu- 
rior officers, who reſide at court. 
As to the advantage of price, the e is, 
I think, very ſmall, if any, in moſt of the accou- 


trements, if we except ſaddles, which in Catalo- 


nia are made 7 or 8 per cent. cheaper; beſides a 


ſaving in the carriage for the horſe in thoſe parts. 


By means of an emulation at Madrid to furniſh 


the materials, and make up the cloaths, ſhirts, &c. 


(in which ſome women are employed and gain a 


livelihood, who have familics t© aintain, widows, 


as well as orphans) the priccs have been reduced 


ſo low, that it is not likely they ſhould be cheaper 


in any other part of Spain, at leaſt in any of the 
principal commodities; and were it certain, that 
their being made at Madrid would occaſion an ex- 
traordinary charge of 50 or 60000 crowns, in- 
cluding the carriage, it appears to me, that this 
difference, which may very well be in ſo large a 
ſum of money as is laid out on the troops, de- 
ſerves little conſiderat on, when it comes in com- 
petition with our ſecurity, that all theſe goods are 
the fabrick and manufacture of the kingdom. Un- 


der this circumſtance the revenue Ae not only be 


made whole, but alſo gain other very conſiderable 


augmentations; for according to the poſition laid 


down in the 12th chapter, it may be obſerved, 


that if a million of crowns, which comes pretty 


near the annual charge of the ſoldiers accoutre- 
ments, be expended in Spain, in the manner there 
ſuppoſed, it may very well yield yearly above 
390000 crowns to the revenue; and there is a 
moral certainty of it, if we confider, that as the 
contractors receive from time to time this million 
ef crowns in the courſe of a Jes ſo they a 
mo 
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moſt part of it amongſt the poor workmen, that 
have laboured at the ſeveral commodities, or in 
the making of them up; and theſe having no 
other inheritance or revenue than the ſweat of 
their brows, for their daily food and neceſſary cloath- 
ing, ſcarce receive, but they lay it out in victuals 
and cloaths, or elſe in wool and other materials 
for their reſpective manufactures ; and as ver 
high duties are laid upon the fale and conſumption 
of all theſe articles, notwithſtanding they are not 
charged entire, and: abatements are uſually made, 
theſe muſt at leaſt produce 8 or 10 per cent. to 
his majeſty's revenue, which in a million of crowns 
amounts to 80, or 100,000 crowns, and this only 
from the ſhort paſſage of this money from the 
Journeymen weavers, &c. to thoſe who ſell them 
fleſh, wine, and other victuals, and cloathing, or 
materials for the manufactures. Moreover, as 
theſe victuallers, &c. who are conſidered as a ſe- 
cond or a third hand, live alſo upon this kind of 
traffick, they ſcarce receive money for their goods, 
but lay it out in like manner to purchaſe of others 
what is neceſſary for their own ſupport ; and hence 
ariſes a freſh advantage to the royal and municipal 
revenues; and as it is natural and well known, 
that this very money is conſtantly circulating, thus 


changing hands, frequently repeating the fale, and 


conſumptions, upon which the king's duties depend, 
it will be no wonder, that the ſaid million of 
crowns detained, and circulating in theſe king- 
doms, ſhould produce an annual augmentation of 
300000 crowns, and even more, to the revenue, 


ſince the very profits of the contractors produce the 


like good effects; and which could not be, if this 
money was to paſs into foreign kingdoms to 10 
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tr the merchandiſe, that muſt be fetched from 


| thence, nor a great number of neceſſitous people 
be maintained by the circulation of this money, 
and which at the ſame time renders the country 
more populous. Theſe things plainly ſhew the 
# weakneſs of that objection which is grounded upon 
cour paying ſomewhat dearer for the commodity, 
if the cloaths be made up at Madrid, beſides the 
expence of carriage; it is taking up with appear- 
© ances, or inſiſting upon trifles, while we abandon 
the fundamentals of government, that yield riches 
and ſtrength to the monarchy. Such are the 
E motives, that induce us to have the ſaid accoutre- 
ments made and delivered out in this city, the 
center and heart of Spain, in the ſhape, and under 
the reſtrictions already recommended; from whence 
other towns may more certainly, and equally draw 
the ſupport, and ſubſtance, they ſtand in need of, 
in proportion to the commodities and fruits, with 
which for theſe and other purpoſes they ſupply this 
capital, without danger of being drained by fo- 
teigners of this very ſubſtance, the vitals of the 
| monarchy, which muſt be when they are allowed 
to buy theſe commodities in ſea-ports, and barrier 
towns, diſtant from the metropolis, and bordering 
upon nations, that find ways to get our commerce 
into their hands. 5 
This general rule admits only the exception of 
faddles, &c. and boots, that ſhall be neceſſary for 
the horſe and dragoons in Catalonia, as alſo colours 
and drums for the foot, for the purchaſe of which 
the officers may be entruſted with money; the co- 
| lours, that they may be made for the regiments, both 
| with his majeſty's arms, and thoſe of the reſpective 
| provinces ; and the ſaddles, boots and drums, as 
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I royal revenue from the produce of the mo- 
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they are very troubleſome in the carriage, and 
mey allo be injured by it. 

I am very ſenſible of the oreat importance it 1s, 
that the cloaths and other accoutrements, delivered 
to the troops, come up to the ſtandard, his majeſty 
has thought proper to make, and that they be 

| given out punctually at the regular ſeaſons; for it 
is the glory of the ſovereign, the bafis of good 
order, and the intereſt of the people themſelves, 
that the number of troops kept on foot, and ad- 
Juſted to the treaſury, and the publick ſecurity, 
be duly ſupported with pay, cloathing, arms, 
quarters and all other neceſſaries, and that they 
guard againſt all embezzlement, the conſequence 
of which 1s, that we are deſerted in times of ne- 
ceſſity, and diſcipline is turned into diſorder, con- 
fuſion, and diſappointment ; but I know at the 
ſame time, that in point of regimentals, it is very 
eſſential, and no means are more ſecure, than to 
have them out of the royal magazine at Madrid, 
as well to inſure the goodneſs of them, as a re- 
gular ſupply to the above-mentioned on 


CHAP. LII. 


7 tree decrees of bis preſent majeſty, by which te 
gives up the monopoly of brandies, anniſeed ani 
other jirong waters, regulates the duties upon 


them, and ſome of thoſe upon fiſh, for the benefi 


/ commerce, and the farmer. 


« TF N conſideration of the ſmall advantage to my 


% nopoly of brandy in the inland parts, and the 
«© detriment my towns and ſubjects receive 


ec” from the adminiſtration of it, who might bes” 
CC W 6 
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wiſe make conſiderable gains, having full power 


and liberty to diſpoſe of their wines, as they 
ſhall think fit; for reducing them to brandy 
facilitates the exportation, and it is neceſſary to 


do it, or loſe all benefit of them; I have reſol- 


ved, that the adminiſtration and monopoly of this 
revenue ceaſe from the firſt of January, that 
next cometh in the year 1718, and that the 
trade be open and free, and ſubject only to the 
duties chargeable in the ports and cuſtom-houſes 


for entry inwards and outwards, as well upon 


brandy, as anniſeed and other ſtrong waters, 
for which purpoſe ſuch rates. ſhall be adjuſted, 
and laid before me for theſe duties (if it be not 
already done) as ſeem juſt and regular, that as 


the adminiſtration of it is united with that of 


the revenues general, it may be received 1 into its 
amount, whether it be under adminiſtration or 
farmed, ſaving the extraordinary charge of doing 


1t by ſeparate hands, and the trade of this com- 


modity be at the ſame time left open in the in- 
land parts, free from the evils occaſioned, not 
only by this excluſive privilege and monopoly, 
but alſo from the collecting of the compoſitions, 


that were made on this account, and the offi- 


cers, appointed to do it, the receivers of the 
provincial revenues being charged the amount 
of it, with what the towns paid on this accompt 
in the preſent farming, either by compoſition or 
adminiſtration, excluſive of what concerned the 
exports and imports, and only for the inland 
conſumption ; there being allo a regulation of 
the duties, Seliich the ſaid commodities are to 
pay at entry into Madrid, as the monopoly is 
taken off, which revenue ſhall be adminiſtred 
82 for 
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for a year, or ſo long as ſhall be thought ſuffi- 
cient to aſcertain its value, and eſtimate it to the 
farmer, whom it ſhall concern. For the ſame 


_ reaſons I have alſo reſolved, that, from the ſaid 


firſt of January of the year coming on, the 
general revenue of fiſh be reduced to the ſingle 
duty or duties chargeable to my royal revenue 
at entry inwards and outwards, and paid at the 
ports and cuſtom-houſes, as there is an abſolute 
annihilation of what was laid upon the inland 
conſumption ; as alſo of the duty of a maravedi 
per pound on all ſorts of fiſh conſumed within 
40 leagues of the ſea, called the duty of the 
caſtles, which was appropriated to thoſe of 
Andaluſia, Puntal, and Matagorda, and now 
comes into the exchequer ; and that upon nei- 
ther of theſe accounts ſhall any thing be charged 


to the people, as it is my intention to relieve 
them, as far as the preſent wants of my govern- 


ment ſhall permit, and free them from the vex- 
ations, which they ſuffered under the compoſi- 
tion, and from the collectors. And in conſidera- 


tion of an aſſignment of penſions upon the whole 


revenue of fiſh, for which is mortgaged not 
only the duty, which is, or ſhall be charged at 
the ports, but alſo that of the conſumption now 


taken off, it is viſible, that theſe penſions now, 


and for the future are to be rated accoxding to 
the price this revenue was farmed at to the end 


of this year, both in times of peace and war, 


that they may receive the neat value, which 
they were to receive in the pay-office general 
for penſions, into which its amount 1s to be 
paid, deducting it from the value, the ſaid re- 
venue ſhall be in the ports and cuſtom houſes. 

Moreover, 
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Moreover, as the two revenues of brandy and 


fiſh are included in the farm, let to Don Chriſ- 
toval Fernandez de Arce along with thoſe of 
ſnow, cards and the exports of Sevil, an eſti- 


mate ſhall be made of the ſam, that from the 


firſt of January next ſhall be abated him of the 
price he gives for the brandies and fiſh, upon 
taking off the inland duty, and in caſe lie ſhall 
not accept a fair and equitable allowance, or 
excuſe himſelf upon other pretences, the con- 
tract 1s then to be, and accordingly I order it 
to be cancelled, as far as it reſpects theſe two 


revenues, and full amends to be made him for 


any diſburſements he may have been at. And 
as to any right of the monopolies, that ſhall be 
diſpoſed of, or alienated in reſpect to brandy, 
the proprietors ſhall be taken care of, and in 
caſe any juſt claims be made appear, I will take 


proper meaſures for their ſatisfaction: It ſhall 


be referred to the council of the Finances, and 

the hall of the Millones, to conduct and carry 
it into execution; and you, the governor, ſhall 
give all neceſſary orders, fo far as it thall be 
your concern. Signed by his majeſty's own 


hand, in the Pardo. September 11. 1717. 
To the marquiſ de Campo Florido. 


* Jecree of the 11th of September laſt, 
among other regulations, I thought proper to 
order, that from the firſt day of January next, 
the adminiſtration and monopoly of brandies 
ſhould ceaſe in the inland parts, under ſuch re- 
gulations as are provided by it; and as in con- 

0.7 50 ſequence 
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ſequence of this it is neceſſary to preſcribe a 
certain and fixed rule for the duties at expor- 
tation and importation, as alſo thoſe at entry 


into Madrid, I have reſolved, that there be 


charged equally to the account of my royal re- 
venue in cvery part of the kingdom both for 
exports and imports, three reals Vellon for eve 

arrob of brandy of all forts, and fix reals Vellon 
for cvery arrob of anniſeed, cordial, and all 
other waters, &c. comprehended in this revenue, 


the revenues general, and that no cities, towns, 


&c. where they ſhail be introduced, have a 
right to demand any duties, under the name of 


Arbitrios, which ſhould be granted, or they 
ſhall grant, fince they cannot extend to them, 
upon account of their having been hitherto pro- 


hibited; and in reſpect to the city of Madrid 
there ſhall be charged to the revenue of the 


crown, at entry into it, after the rate of ſix reals 


Vellon for every arrob of brandy of all ſorts, 


and ten reals Vellon for every arrob of anniſeed, 
cordial, and all other itrong waters whatſoever : 
And you, the governor, ſhall give the neceſſary 
orders for the adminiſtration of this revenue, for 
the which, and the appointment of the officers 


to be employed, and their falaries, I give you 


the ſame power, which is granted you for the 
adminiſtration of the revenues general ; but 
that no farmer, apothecary, or other perſon 


' whatſoever, ſhall have a right to make any of 


theſe commodities within the city of Madrid 
under the ſame penalty that was impoſed du- 


ring the monopoly; and you ſhall Jabour with 


5 more 


which is to be under adminiſtration along with 
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« more zeal to have this put in execution, as theſe 
duties are annexed to the crown, and no perſons 
« areexempted from them, of what ſtate, quality 
« or condition ſoever they may be; granting, as 1 
« do grant, free liberty of vending the ſaid com- 
e modities to all perſons whatſoever, who ſhall 
“have introduced them, and have paid the duties 
« charged upon them, without any demand of 
« Alcavalas, or Cientos at any time, on pretence 
c of their being ſold, whether it be by wholeſale or. 
retail; as it is convenient, that there ſhould not 
want a ſupply of theſe commodities; and as it is 
provided alſo in the above decree, let there be 
chargedto the collectors, who ſhall be entruſted 
wiht the provincial revenues, the amount of what 
the towns contribute on this ſcore in the preſent 
farming, either by compoſition or adminiſtra- 
tion, excluſive of the imports and exports, and 
only for the inland conſumption; and having 
an eſtimate of this amount, contained in the 
incloſed memorial, ſigned by Don Joſeph Ro- 
derigo, I remit it to the council of the finances, 

as a guide for them, to give the neceſſary or- 
ders, that the receivers be charged with, and 
obliged to pay the ſum levied upon each pro- 
vince, over and above what they were to pay 
* for the other revenues; by which means each 
© will be alſo enabled to enter into a compoſition 
with the reſpective diſtricts of his own pro- 
vince, confidering the benefit which the people 
will obtain by ſuch a meaſure from a greater 
conſumption of their wines, without their be- 
ing granted on this account doubie inſtru- 
ments for the compoſition, as the commerce, 
x privilege and fabrick of brandy is left free in 
S 4 «the 


A 
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© the towns, and no perſon 1 is in any wiſe to be 


fo 


proſecuted for it.” Signed by his majeſty, 


November 7. 1717. 


To the marquiſs of Campo Florido. 


Some doubts and difficulties ariſing i in the exe- 


cution of the two decrces above-mentioned, his 


majeſty 


vouchſafed to iſſue out an order or cetule 


by the council of the finances, which explains 


and extends the rules for their direction. 


The preamble of the ſaid cedule is ſwelled 


with a ſummary of the contents of the above de- 


crees; and to avoid repetition, I ſhall only give 
the ſubſtance of it, as follows. 


ec 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
: cc 
cc 
CC 
rec 
cc 


cc 


"44, 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


The king. © In conſideration, &c. and as 
upon the foundation of this liberty and indu!- 


gence, many of the farmers concerned in diiti!!. 


ing brandies, cordial and other ſpirituous liquors 
have pretended to evade the payment of the 


duties, due to the Alcavalas, Cientos, and Mil- 
Jones, upon the wines conſumed in the faid 


cc 


diſtilleries of brandy, cordial and other ſpiritu- 
ous liquors, to the manifeſt defrauding and in- 
jury of my royal revenue, and conſequently of 
ſuch, as have farmed the provincial revenues; 


and at the ſame time certain collectors have on 


the contrary pretended to charge the Alcavalas, 
and Cientos upon the ſales of brandy, whence 
have ariſen various diſputes, perverting the 
ſenſe, and meaning of my {aid royal ordinance: 
As it is unqueſtionable, from the grant of the 
ſtates of the kingdom, the rules and inſtruc- 


tions of the Millones, and directions for the 


adminiſtration of all WINES, of whatever ſort 
> Or 
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« or quality they be, which ſhall be conſumed 
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and ſold, that by the very act of their ſale and 
conſumption, there ariſes, and ought to be 
paid, the duties of the Alcavala, Cientos and 
Millones with their impoſitions; it is therefore 
a plain conſequence, that thoſe wines, which 
ſhall be expended or conſumed in the fabrick 
of brandies, cordial and other ſpirituous liquors, 
are liable to the ſame impoſts, as the reſt, that 
are conſumed in any other ſhape whatſoever, 
unleſs it be my pleaſure to abſolve the ſaid 
wines from the payment of theſe duties ; and 
the indulgence I have already granted, extends 
no farther, than that nothing be charged or re- 
ceived for brandies, cordial and ſpirituous li- 
quors, that ſhall be diſtilled from them; and that 
they be freely traded wich, and fold in the in- 
land parts; out of my royal bounty intending, 


that the farmers ſhould enjoy, as they do enjoy, 


relief and benefit from a larger conſumption of 
their wines, with free liberty of managing 
them, as they pleaſe, to facilitate the exporta- 


tion by reducing them to brandies, cordial and 


other liquors, which rather leaves untouched, 


| © and in full force and vigour, the duties upon the 
| © conſumption and ſale of the wines to be diſtil- 


| © led, charging an equivalent for what the towns 


paid to the monopoly of brandy, whether under 
adminiſtration or compoſition, (excepting what 


aroſe out of the exports and imports) to the 


collectors general of all the provinces, with 
power to rate the towns higher in proportion 
to the extraordinary conſumption of wines, 
ſince the monopoly is taken off; as it is not rea- 
ſonable, that my royal revenue ſhould ſuſtain 


any 
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&« any detriment, at a time I am conſulting the 

« relief and advantage of my vaſſals, by opening 

ea free trade in this commodity. In reſpect to 
« which, and ſome general proviſion being con- 
« venient to cut off all diſputes, and remove the 
« difficulties, which, it has been ſaid, have been 
« found in ſome places from a miſapprehenſion 
« of the ſaid cedule: examined in my council of 
ce the revenue, in the hall of the Millones, ! 
« have thought proper to iſſue out theſe pre. 
« ſents, by which I declare, that all, and al 
« ſorts of wines whatever fold, or that ſhall be ſold 
<« by the proprietors of vineyards to be diſtilled 
to brandies, cordials, &c. ought to pay, and 
te is to pay the duty of the Alcavalas and Cien- 
c tos; and that all theſe conſumed, or that ſhall 
© be conſumed in the ſaid diſtilleries, whether by 
© proprietors of vineyards or others, are to pay WW, 
cc the Servicios de Millones, and the new impoſts; WW : 
ce but when once theſe become brandies, or any i 
| 
| 
{ 


RY R wa, wends oy. 


on  thoaand.e 


« of the ſaid liquors, they may be traded with 

ce and fold free of all the duties of the Alcavala, 

« Cientos and Millones, both on the firſt ſale, 
and at all future ſales; for, as it has been ſaid, 

« the duties of the Alcavalas, Cientos and Mil- | 
© lones are only to be charged upon the wines, 
which ſhall be fold and conſumed in the diſtil- 
<« lery, and the rule by which the conſumption is 
ce or ſhall be charged, is by the admeaſurement and 
tc rules hitherto in uſe. In ſo much, &c. San 
Lorenzo. Auguſt 31. 1720. I, the king. By o- 
der of his majeſty Don Paſqual Feliz de la Sala. 


CHAT, 
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8 Great advantages 70 trade, aud the farmers from 
the proviſions, in the foregoing chapter, that 
took off the monopoly of brandy. 


N the preambles to the two decrees, and the 


er, mention is made of ſome reaſons, that led 
bis majeſty to the important reſolutions therein 


contained, in favour of the farmer, and conſe- 


3 quently of trade ; but the motives they are ground- 
ed upon, which his majeſty, I think, had in view, 

and which plead ſtrongly for the continuance of 

ſo prudent a meaſure, deſerve a farther illuſtra- 
tion. Mw. 

| It is notorious, ſo long as brandies were mono- 

polized, the farmers laboured under great diſad- 


vantages, that alſo affected both the foreign and 


home trade of theſe kingdoms ; for it often fell out, 
| that being unable to ſell their wines at a proper 
time, or have recourſe to the natural and obvious 
refuge of converting them to brandies, they were 


| obliged to throw them away, and thus were diſ- 


| appointed of the fruits of their labour and induſ- 
try, as his majeſty was of the large duties, that 
would have accrued, not only at the time of ſell- 
ing and reducing them to brandies, to the Alca- 
valas, Cientos and Millones, but alto thoſe of the 
| cuſtom-houſe at exportation, which is much fa- 


youred by the leſs expence of carriage, and great- 


er care to preſerve them; ſince it is certain, that 


if, for inſtance, we want three horſes, and are at 


the charge of 15 dollars, for the carriage of 36 


| arrobs of wine from la Mancha, or any other diſ- 


tant 


royal cedule, recited in the preceding chap- 


268 The Trrory and PRACTICE 


tant province to the ſea port, or other parts, when 
there is the beſt market, one horſe will ſuffice 
and five dollars be the expence of carriage, ate 
it is reduced to brandy ; as then in brandies one 
always tranſports the value of three loads of wine 
or more, there is a ſaving of 10 dollars in the 
bare carriage and traffick of ſo ſmall a quantity, 
which is a profit of above 50 per cent. if we eflj. 
mate the three loads of wine, as may very wel 
be, at 18 dollars, which is half a dollar per arrdh, 


or at a dollar and half when diſtilled ; and in pro. 


portion when it is carried to a farther or leſs di. 
tance. Beſides it frequently happens, when it i 
carried in wine, that it is not fold for enough ty 

_ anſwer the charge of carriage, and the duties. 
Another advantage to the farmer is, that many 
wines, though they will bear the expence of car- 
riage to the port, or elſewhere, cannot be carrie 
without danger of turning ſour, and periſhing, 
eſpecially if it be ſouthward ; and even ſuch a; 
ſtand and ſurmount this, and other hazards already 
mentioned, and come to the port in good condi 
tion, it is alſo notorious, that ſome of the wines 
will not bear the ſea, and conſequently there is no 
buyer or merchant to ſhip them ; but were there 
even no riſk in ſending them abroad, it uſually 
happens, that they cannot find their account in it 
from the heavy charge of freight, till they be re- 
duced two thirds in brandies. By theſe means 
heavy clog was not only laid upon the advants- 
geous commerce of ſelling foreigners the over- 
plus of our fruits, but the proprietors loſt the 
very fruits, they acquired at fo great expency 
and the king his duties; whilſt all theſe diſadvan- 
tages are prevented by turning them into rae 
| al 
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nd an open trade, as there now is, for this com- 
modity by a royal licenſe, and a generous grant 
com his majeſty. By this privilege the wines are 
aved at ſuch times, as the proprietor ſhall think 
ood, and his intereſt to do it; and in caſe of ex- 
portation, they are ſent abroad at a third of the 
charge, without any riſk of periſhing either by 
land or at fea, even when they be ſhipped for 
Muſcovy and Norway, whither other nations ſend 
theirs; moreover from this reduction of two 
thirds in the freight, we muſt alſo believe, there 
will be a better market and vent for ſuch com- 
modities in every port, by means of this very 
convenience, in caſe they be tranſported to other 
provinces or parts of Spain, that are more favour- 
able to the exportation, than their own diſtrict. 

It was alſo ufual for the farmers to have many 
[more wines, than they had a market for, and 
on the proſpect of another plentiful vintage, as 
they had not jars and caſks ſufficient to contain 
both, and there was moſt danger in keeping the 
old wines (as in ſome parts wines are never kept 
above a year or two) they were forced to that 
miſerable refuge of deſtroying the old to make 
[room for the new, therefore were they not only 
diſappointed of the fruits of their labour and ex- 
| pence, but as there was no conſumption or ſale 
of them, upon which depend the Alcavalas, Cien- 
ds and Millones, nor any cuſtoms paid for expor- 
(dation, all theſe taxes certainly were thus injur- 
„ed by the monopoly of brandies, and the treaſury 
be attained a loſs of 20 or 25 per cent. of the value 
of the fruit; diſadvantages, that are alſo remedied 
1 by a licenſe to convert their wines into brandies, 
« end an open trade for them; under which fa- 
ad 55 vourable 
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vourable circumſtance, they alſo want fewer jar 
and caſks, and have more helps to enable them 
bear the charge of them. 


CHAP AV, -- 


An eaſy way to prevent any evils that can arig 
From the cheapneſs of brandy : the profits u. 
fulting from this reform may very uſefully be gg. 
plied io the maintenance of hoſpitals : the great 
progreſs of the hoſpilal at Madrid, from the e. 
couragement of his majeſiy: how advantage 
fuch ejtabliſhments would be in ſeveral parts g 
the kingdom: a prohibition of anni ſeed, cordill, 
and other compound and pernicious waters r. 
commended. 


N ſpite of the great and viſible advantage 
which in the preceding chapter are ſaid to 
reſult from a licenſe to diſtil, and an open trade 
in brandies, both to the finances and the peopk, 
eſpecially the farmers, who juſtly deſerve them, 
and other encouragements ; this wiſe proviſion is 
ſo far from eſcaping cenſure, that certain perſons 
believe it more for our intereſt to reſtore the mo- 
nopoly, without conſidering that few, if any ge- 
neral regulations can be made, however well cal- 
culated, but they will be attended with ſome 
accidental inconveniences, which are really to be 
flighted ; for a particular intereſt ought alway: 
to give way to a general good; beſides, in the 
preſent caſe, the obſtacles alledged may be re- 
moved without deſtroying the main work, which 
yields the great conveniences already propoſed. 
It is not to be denied, that ſome inconvenience 
may attend the ſaid licenſe, not only in reſpect 
| (0 
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Y brandies, but alſo anniſeed, cordial and other 


compound ſtrong waters, but thoſe may admit of 


| a remedy without incurring the great diſadvan- 
tages that would unavoidably proceed from the 
monopoly, ſome perſons are inclinable to revive. 


The prejudice attributed to the above licenſe is, 


| that greater quantities of brandy, anniſeed and other 
| ftrong waters will be diſtilled, and much more 
of them drank, upon account of their cheapneſs, 
| eſpecially by the common people, who will be in- 
| jured in their health by ſuch exceſs. 


In treating this ſubject, I ſhall diſtinguiſh it into 
two branches; firſt, I ſhall ſpeak of brandy ; and 
ſecondly, of annifeed, cordial and other ſtrong 
and compound waters. 5 

As to the firſt, that is, brandies; I obſerve, 


| that if the evils from drinking them to exceſs pro- 


ceed from their cheapneſs, a remedy ſeems very 
eaſy and at hand; we need only make them 


dearer in a manner, that can be attended with no 
| other great diſadvantages. To begin at the capital, 
| where the abuſe is apprehended to be greateſt ; 


as fix reals vellon are now chargeable for their 


entry upon an arrob of brandy, let there be for 


the future 22 reals vellon paid for the whole 


duties to his majeſty and the city, ſo as to make 


them double to thoſe of wine, which is rated 11 


| reals per arrob, though it be only half the value of 


brandy. Nay, were we to charge both of them ad 
valorem, brandy would then ſeem to be too much 
favoured, as it is not fo wholeſome a liquor; and 
wine is become, as it were, neceſſary, by long 
habit, which is a kind of ſecond nature. 

Over and above this additional duty, a certain 


ſum may alſo be charged monthly upon every re- 


tailer 
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tailer for his licenſe to ſell brandy in Madrid, both 
with a view to reduce the number of retailers, 
and advance the price of it, which would be ſo 
far from being a load upon the publick, that, as 
it is not a neceſſary, or wholeſome liquor, it will 
rather be a convenience; for if we ſell it at the 
fame, or a higher rate, than at the time it way 
monopolized, it will be neither ſo much drank, 
nor will the health of the people be injured by 
it; infomuch, that this advanced duty, very far 
from oppreſſing the people, is calculated for their 
ſervice, by reforming the vice. 


From this act of oeconomy, which has alſo the 


health of the common people in view, would alſo 
ariſe an intereſt of the amount of both the duties; 
but when we reflect upon that paternal tender- 
neſs of his majeſty, which induced him to take off 
ſome, and reduce other taxes, we mult be con- 
vinced, that he will not, in allowing theſe new 
impoſitions, have that lower conſideration in 
view, I mean, an augmentation of his revenue 
from it, and that it is more natural to his great and 
generous ſoul to appropriate the fund ariſing from 
it to the hoſpital in this capital, which, in my 
apprehenſion, is one of the charities moſt accep- 
table to heaven, and moſt beneficial to the com- 
munity ; for within its walls many poor people, 
incapable of getting a livelihood, are not only fed 
and cloathed, but due inſtruction in the myſteries 
of our holy faith, and the precepts of the church 
is alſo given, as well to youth, that have led 
an abandoned life, as to men between 50 and 60 


years old, who were alſo very ignorant of ther | 


duty, not from their having forgotten, but their 
having never known the doctrines of Chriſt 5 
| ave 
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have been aſſured by perſons ſrom their own 
knowledge) till they had left off that unhappy 
life of begging, and entred this holy receptacle, 
where a few years ago there were not of both 
ſexes, and of all ages collected together a hun- 
dred perſons; and now they exceed a thouſand, 
even before all the new appartments are finiſhed, 
which are already fo far augmented, as to admit 
a great number. Moreover great care is taken, 
that they lead chriſtian lives, hearing maſs every 
day, and diſcharging other acts of duty and de- 
votion, and are alſo ſet to work; the women to 
ſew and ſpin, and the men to weaving woolen 
and linnen cloth, and other employments, in or- 
der to contribute to their own maintenance, and 
preſerve them from the irregularities attending 
e 1 

This conſiderable increaſe, and a greater in ex- 
pectation from the addition lately made to the 


building, and other proviſions, principally owing 


to the beneficence of his majeſty; for beſides the 
powerful and royal protection which this pious 
foundation has recommended itſelf to, from its 
univerſal benefit, conſiderable revenues and do- 
nations have been beſtowed upon it, ſome tem- 
porary, others ſettled for ever, which inſure its 
ſucceſs and continuance. One of thoſe ſettled en- 


dowments is a grant from his majeſty of two 
maravedis upon every pound of tobacco, Which 


upon the 3,170,000 pounds of all forts uſually 


- conſumed in theſe kingdoms yearly, raiſes an an- 


nual fund of above 3000 doblons, which is equi- 
valent to a capital of 1c0000 doblons, at three per 
cent. ſo that this pious donation of his majeſty 

ä T Pyielqs 
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yields it a capital of 600000 crowns, excluſyn 
of other grants *. ea I 
| What has been obſerved of the applicatio 
that may be made of the amount of theſe duties 
has afforded me an opportunity in this chapter tg 
repreſent, what I have already done in another, 
the importance of cheriſhing and encouragin 
Hoſpitals, as alſo the progreſs of that at Madrid, 
| ſupported by the piety and powerful protection d 
his majeſty ; nor can this ſhort digreſſion appex 
foreign to the ſubje& of this treatiſe, which 
commerce; fince it is one of the fundamental 
maxims for the enlargement, and preſervation of 
our manufactures (without which, an advantz. 
geous commerce cannot ſubſiſt) to eftablith and 
maintain fuch hoſpitals in all the archbiſhoprick 
and biſhopricks of Spain, by the joint ſupport « 
his majeſty's royal donations, and thoſe of the 
reſpective biſhops, —_— and towns ; m which 
may be collected together, and employed in ca 
manufactures, all the poor and vagrants, who bj 
the infirmities of age, or other diſqualifications 
cannot undergo hard labour; and that the ref, 
whoſe ſtrength and age fit them for more violent 
exerciſes, be forced by ſuch pains and provifions 
as the laws of the kingdom preſcribe, to ſeek afte 
occupations and employments better ſuited to each 
of them, that they may get a livelihood, and not 
be ſuffered to beg, or apply for the charity d 


convents. For it 1s certain, there are many thou- 


ſands ſuch as theſe, that ſhun labour, abandon N | 


Buy an ordinance of Dec. 21. 1725, his majeſty vouchſaſed to 
grant an additional duty of two maravedis on every pound of to. 
bacco, and ſettle it upon this pions foundation; 2 that both thef: 
grants are equivalent to a capital of z2coοο doblons. 
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E themſelves to begging, and rely upon the charity 
© of convents and other alms, to the manifeſt 
injury of real objects of compaſſion ; and if by ſuch 
hoſpitals, and other meaſures recommended, 
| idlenefs is Dot baniſhed, it will be hard to pro- 
cure a ſufficient number of hands for the manu- 
| factories, or the cultivation of lands; upon which 
account 1 think the foundation and ſupport of 
| good. hoſpitals is a. point, that deſerves farther 
| notice, as it is very eſſential to the advancement 
| and preſervation of commerce. 


Io return to the meaſures deſigned to remove 


| the only diſadvantage, that interferes with the 
great conveniency of a licenſe to diſtil, and an 


$ open trade in brandies, another thing occurs to 


me, that in caſe any detriment be found in other 
| towns or cities, from their cheapneſs, which J 
| have not been ſufficiently informed of, duties ma 
| in like manner be impoſed, that ſhall be thought 
| to advance the price ſufficiently, under this re- 
| ſtriftion, that they be only charged upon retailers, 
| and this at the time of fale, as it is practiſed in 
the ſubſidies of the Millones ; but that the brandies 


may be diſtilled, and tranſported from one part of 


| Spain to another, to the ſea- ports in particular, 
| free of all duties, except thoſe laid by the above 
royal edits, and the cuſtoms at exportation, that 
by this means the exportation and vent of this 
| commodity may be facilitated and encouraged, and 
the great damages reſulting from the mongpoly 
Prerentec. | 1 18 

And as I am perſuaded alſo, that this new duty 
impoſed upon what will be conſumed in Spain, 
will amount to a conſiderable ſum, we muſt be- 
lieve that his majeſty, out of his great benevolence, 


T2 will. 
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will be diſpoſed to appropriate this revenue to th. $ | 
Hoſpitals of the principal cities of the ſame province a | 


anniſeed, cordial and other ſpiritous and compoung 


farmer, or to trade, it will be beſt to prohibit, x 
well the uſe, as the diſtilling, fale and import. 


ſuch incentives, which pure brandy has not. 80 


of quantity, to deſtroy health, and ſometime 


nor is it drank in ſuch exceſs. Recollecting allo, 
that beſides the cordial and anniſeed waters, there 


compounded, or introduced into the kingdom. 


7 
x 
«24 

3 

* 2 


where the duty ſhall be raiſed. 

If we pals to the ſecond part, which inelude; 
waters, my opinion is, that as they are injurioy 
to health, and of little or no importance to th; 


tion of theſe liquors, and to lay heavy penaltie 
cn all oftenders, as in the caſe of contraband. good; 
in order to preſerve the health of the : peopl; 


which they injure very , much, no lefs by th: 
ſpices, aromaticks, anniſeeds and other hot ingre- 
dients they are compounded with, than by the 


people's drinking greater quantities, by means of 
that the pernicious quality unites with an increak: 


life, as I have obſerved, even before the mono- 


poly of brandy was taken off, not only in Spain, 
where they are moſt prejudicial from the heat of 
the climate, but alſo in ſeveral northern king- 
doms; which bad effects are ſeldom found from 


brandy, fince it has not thoſe pernicious mixtures; 


are other ſtrong liquors of a very pernicious quz- 
lity, made in Italy, France, England, &c. it wil 
be proper the prohibition, in caſe it be ordered, 
extend to all forts of liquors, that ſhall not be 


pure wine ar brandy, and great vigilance be uſed 


in putting it into execution, allowing a certain 
term for the conſumption of what has been already 


As 
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As to the duties upon fiſh, comprehended alſo 
in the decree of September 11. 1717, J refer the 
«| conſideration to another place. 


0 3 5 

1 F 

orders of bis preſent majeſty relating to the fitua- 
lion of the cuſtom-bouſes, and other proviſions in 


| favour of the traffick of our own commodities and 
Mils, both in the inland parts, and abroad. 
= ' Advantages ariſing from it to the treaſury and 
= | the people. | 


A Royal order or cedule was diſpatched by 
the chamber of the finances, Decem. 21. 
1717, ſigned by his majeſty, and underfigned 
Don Franciſco Diaz Romin; the preamble and 

principal things contained in it are as follows. 
The king, © In as much as in conſideration of 
« the inconveniences occaſioned a want of 

e cuſtom-houſeseſtabliſhed, as they ought to be, in 

« ports and frontier towns of my kingdom of Spain, 

* for collecting the duties impoſed upon goods, 

« fruits and merchandiſe imported and exported ; 

{© that after theſe have once paid duty there, they 

«© may be tranſported, and brought to the market 
they were deſigned for, in the inland countries, 
< and freely fold, by a paſs from thatcuſtom-houle ; 
from whence would not only reſult an acknow- 
ledged advantage to my ſubjects, and traders, 
but the adminiſtration of them would be alſo 
rendred more eaſy, and charges, owing to their 
« being under diſtin& officers and adminiſtrators, 
© faved; and out of my defire, in this inſtance, to 
** make one general proviſion for preventing theſe 
.* diſadvantages, I reſolved in a decree of the 3ſt 
T2 « of 
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of Auguſt laſt, that all the cuſtom houſes ſhould 
be for the future at the ſea-ports and frontier 
towns of Spain, both on the ſide of France and 
Portugal, on the very frontier, and in ſuch places 
as ſhall be apprehended moſt fit for the purpoſe; 
in ſo much that thoſe, which are between 
Galicia and Caſtile, ſhall be removed to the 
ports of Galicia, and the entire duties to my 
revenue be there charged, including what con- 
cerned, and was collected under the names of 
Diezmos, in the farm of the Alcavalas and 
Cientos, from which they are to be ſeperated, 
and from this time wholly incorporated with the 
cuſtoms under adminiſtration ; and provided 
there be any creditor, or demand upon the 


ſaid Diezmos by alienation, or other claim, he 


may have recourſe to my exchequer, that, af- 
ter full proof of a right and property, ſatisfac- 
tion may be given in ſuch ſhape, as ſhall be 
thought moſt convenient ; that the ſame be 
done in reſpect to the cuſtom-houſes between 


the Aſturias, and Caſtile, which are to be 


7 


removed to the ports of the Aſturias; and 


that both in the ſea-ports of that principality 


and of Galicia be continued the tarif of 
the Diezmos and port duties, which is at pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhed for the receipt of the duties, 
and the other impoſts upon ſuch commodi- 
ties, as have any, and which ſhall be import- 
ed by ſea; for as to the cuſtom houſes on the 
confines of Portugal, they have a tarif ſettled; 
and that alſo for the foreign goods, which may 
be in the inland parts of Galicia and the Aſtu- 


rias, a regiſter be made of all ſuch, as ſhall be 


there at preſent, that their owners may be 
| « obliged 
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1 obliged to take a paſs, and pay duties for all 
C ſuch, as ſhould be brought into Caſtile, as they 
« were obliged to. do. on the frontiers, in the 
« manner now practiſed, or at the time of land- 
ing them: and as it was conſidered in the pre- 
«, ceding regulations, that ſome invincible diffi- 
.« culties might occur, I ordered the marquiſs of 
Campo Florido immediately to put them in 
execution, and to give ach orders, as ſhould 
.* be neceſſary, or thought convenient together 
e with rules for the appointment, and conduct 
4 of the adminiſtration, officers, &c. and ſuch 
e falaries as he ſhould judge proper; and both this 
affair, and what reſpects the places where the 
_ « Rediezmos ſhould be eſtabliſhed, I leave and 
..* truſt to his prudence and good conduct; and 


as in the kingdoms of Aragon and Valencia, and 
the principality of Catalonia, cuſtom-houſes are 


« eſtabliſhed on the frontiers, and in the ports, 
and a trade open with both the Caſtiles, it re- 
„ mains only for the marquiſs, in caſe they be 
not thoroughly regulated, to make proper pro- 
e yifions for the attainment of theſe ends, to fulfil 


my intention of having cuſtom-houſes on the 


e confines, and a commerce be free and open to 
c all the inland parts of the kingdom for all goods 
e and fruits, after they have been imported, and 
« have paid the duties there, &c.“ 

By the ſame royal edict, it is alſo ordered, that 
the cuſtom houſes of Victoria, Ordulna, Balma- 
ſeda, &c. in the province of Cantabria ſhould be 
removed, and were accordingly moved to Bilbao, 

or Portugalete, Paſſages, dan Sebaſtian, and Fu- 
ente-Rabia; and in reſpect to Navarre, that the 
cuſtom- hauſes of Logrono, Agreda, &c. be abo- 

4 4 lithed 
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| liſhed, and eſtabliſhed on the frontiers of France, 
as alſo the Rediezmos, where they ſhould be ne. 
ceſſary, which has been alſo done. But his ma- 
jeſty by later decrees has thought proper to order 
the cuſtom- houſes of Navarre and Cantabria t0 
be brought back to their old ſituation; and the 
new ones lately erected in Pamplona, Fuente. 
Rabia, and other places on the frontier and coaſt 
of Catabria, were in conſequence of it aboliſhed. 

By ordinances prior to that of Decem. 21. 1717, 
his majeſty was pleaſed to order the cuſtom houſe 
between Aragon, Catalonia and Valencia, and the 
kingdoms of Caſtile to be aboliſhed, and others 
ſet up in the ſea-ports and on the frontiers ; - and 
it has been ſince done, and continued by virtue of 
this very edict, in Galicia, the Aſturias, and elſe- 
where, in order to open an ealy paſſage and trade 
for all ſorts of goods and fruits, into the inland 
provinces of Spain (except Navarre and Cantabria) 
which facilitates not only an advantageous expor- 
tation of ſuperituities to foreign kingdoms, but allo 
enables the provinces more eaſily to relieve each 
other, either by ſelling the goods and fruits ſome 
of them abound with, to ſupply the ſcarcity and 
wants of others, or by bartering with each other 
to their mutual convenience. For by this means 
they are not only provided with neceſſaries, by 
the eaſy and natural channel of purchaſing them 
with their own ſuperfluities, but the ſaid goods 


and fruits find alſo a readier and freer paſſage to 


foreign parts, whence enſues great encouragement 
both to our manufactories, and the culture of 


lands, while the importation and conſumption of 
foreign merchandiſe and provit: on is at the ſame 
time much leſſened. For it is certain, that ſo 


long 
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2 Jong as goods, flocks and fruits could not freely 
paſs from the inland parts, as they now do, to 
F provinces on the ſea coaſt, or the frontiers, the lat- 
ter would be ſupplied by foreigners, who carry 
away an equivalent in money, eſpecially out of Ca- 
talonia, where they have no ſheep, nor grain ſuf- 


| fcient for their own conſumption, and whoſe 


wants are now repaired in a great meafure by 
Aragon and Caſtile; which provinces have alſo in 
| return, part of the money that uſed to be extrac- 
ted into France, Barbary, and elſewhere ; or they 


take in exchange lace, and other goods, which are 


now tranſmitted in larger quantities into the heart 
of the kingdom. By this means we ſhall import 
| lefs from foreign countries, and the money, which 
is quite funk by going out of the kingdom, will 
be detained, and circulate in the dominions of his 
| majeſty. To theſe advantages I might add ſeveral 
others; but I refrain, as I judge thole already pro- 
| duced ſufficient for my purpoſe ; and the revenues 
general are ſo far from being reduced by aboliſh- 
ing theſe inland cuſtom-houſes, that they are ra- 
ther improved, ſince the eſtabliſhment of thoſe 
| avove-mentioned, and others upon the confines, and 
the ſea-coaſt. Nor is it a doubt, that opening by 
this means a free and eaſy commerce with the in- 
land provinces, there will be alſo an augmentation 
| of the revenues of the Alcavalas, Cientos, and Mil- 
| lones ; for by this mutual convenience of a free 
| tranſport of commodities and fruits from one pro- 
| vince to another, there muſt neceſſarily be a great- 
er conſumption, and more frequent ſales, upon 


| which depend both the royal and municipal du- 
tles. 


In 
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In all appearance this great advantage was tg 
have been extended to all the provinces of the 
crowns of Caſtile and Aragon, from the intention 
of his majeſty and the tenor of the decrees; by 
our unhappy genius in the grand affair of com. 
merce, was pleaſed to prevent its taking effect in 
the kingdom of Sevil, where it was of moſt im. 
portance, as it is the main paſſage for moſt part g 
our fruits and goods, that are tranſported to Cz. 
diz for the Indies. For the cloths; and othe 
goods, brought from Segovia, Toledo, Jaen, Cox. 
dova, Granada, &c. pay very high duties at Xeres, 
Cadiz, and other places, though by the gener 
indulgence diſpenſed by his majeſty, they ſhoull 
have been exempt, till after their entry in Cadiz, 
or any other port of Spain; and then were only 
to pay the indulto impoſed at the time of their be- 
ing ſhipped for the Indies, or thoſe cuſtom 
_ chargeable at Cadiz or any other port, for export 
to foreign countries ; but they now pay not only 
thoſe of the indulto for the Indies, or as exports 
to foreign parts, but allo ſuch as are not due a 
entry into Cadiz, and on their paſſing by Xere, 
and other places, impoſitions ſo very oppreſſive, a 
to clog very much the vent, and traffick of our 
_ own commodities, and ſometimes render them 
impracticable. Theſe diſadvantages I ſhall tren 
more at large in ſome other chapters, that we may 
be better prepared to employ the ſpeedy and e- 
fectual remedies ſo heavy a misfortune calls tor. 
His majeſty has alſo ordered, that none of thc 
governors of his fortreſſes, or commanding ofi- 
cers of the army, impoſe any taxes upon fruits Or 
merchandize, which ſhall be ſhipped for toreig! 
conſumption, as he was informed ſuch 1 
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had crept into certain ports; a thing injurious to, 
and a heavy clog upon our own trade, and eſpeci- 
ally the exportation of our ſuperfluous fruits. 
His majeſty, upon information how much the 
traffick between Valencia, and other parts of Spain, 
as well as foreign countries, was clogged, and 
how heavily thoſe ſilk manufactories were loaded, 
by the repeated municipal taxes, charged upon 
goods and fruits, even after the king's cuſtoms 
were aboliſhed in the inland parts, was pleaſed to 
make the proviſion contained in the following decree. 


With a view to the greater convenience and 
| © intereſt of the inhabitants of the kingdom of 
Valencia, and to facilitate commerce in the in- 
land parts, by removing all obſtructions to it, 


« and to the eſtabliſhment of manufactories, I 
e have reſolved, entirely to aboliſh the revenue, 


„ which in the kingdom of Valencia is known 


« by the name of the ancient duties, and which 
« conſiſt of five per cent. chargeable on all ſorts of 


kingdom; and another five per cent. paid upon 

all commodities, fruits and merchandize, ſent 
abroad either by ſea or land, under the title of 
merchandize general; and alſo another five per 
cent. upon ſeveral fruits of the ſame kingdom, 
on their going abroad either by fea or land; in 
hopes that by a removal of ſuch a heavy clog 
upon trade, and ſuch relief to my people, com- 
merce may flouriſh to their advantage : And 


* Poſts upon ſnow and cards, continue in full 
force; as alſo a duty, that goes under the name 


| © of the real upon ſalt, extending to the city of 
ot « Valencia, 
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that the new duties, which conſiſt of the im- 
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his majeſty's own hand at San Lorenzo, Oct. 26, 
1718, To the marquiſs of Campo Florida. 


heavy upon, or oppreſſive to the people, and 


commerce ; the intendant being alſo charged 


that were formerly cauſed by it, as alſo fome 


Valencia, and including another real and half 
upon ſalt, which extends likewiſe to the ci 
of Valencia, and is to be collected in the fame 


* 
Rs”. 
=: 


manner as the former, and under the fame 


regulations; which new impoſt will not fall 
heavy upon the natives, upon account of the re. 
lief they have obtained by taking off the other 


duties: And that the produce of thoſe that 


continue in force, together with the augmenta- 


tion, and which, it is ſuppoſed, will amount to 
33,000 dollars, be appropriated to pay in the 
firſt place 29,786 dollars, the amount of the 
penſions charged upon the cuſtoms, and the 


ſurplus go towards paying the other demand 
upon them; and in conſideration that there will |. 
not be ſufficient to diſcharge the whole, I order, 
that there be an injunction laid upon the inten- 
dant of that kingdom, to conſider of, and pro- 
poſe ſuch other taxes, to make up the diffe- 
rence, as may be practicable, without being 


any ways deſtructive to the manufactures, or 


with the adminiſtration of the duties that {till 
ſubſiſt, and to take off moſt of the expences 


of thoſe that are made in the guard of the 
towers, for which purpoſes this proviſion has 
been made, It ſhall be examined in the coun- 
cil of the finances; and you, the governor, 4 
ſuperintendant of the revenues general, ſhall 
iſſue out the neceſſary orders for the execution 


of it, as far as it ſhall concern you.” Signed by 


CHAT 
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e HAP. LVI. 
A 1 ordinance of bis preſent majeſty, iſſued ou? April 


5, 1721, po account of certain eccleſiaſiichs, 
that had attempted to export their fruits without 
; paying the duties; a thing probibited, in order 
of ca the CON Fuſion and other diſadvantagets, 


hich ſuch an indulgence would occaſion, eſpeci- 


5 ally in commerce. 
Ps 1 ER COTS 


HE king, © Governor, and members of 
T «© my council of the finances, and upper 
« chamber of accompts. You already know the 
«frequent diſputes between the eccleſiaſtical 


« judges and my officers, on account of wine 


« and other fruits of the growth of eccleſiaſticks, 
« ſhipped and exported out of my dominions, as 
e the latter pretend to be exempt from the pay- 


„ment of the Almojarifazgos, port- duties, Diez- 
© mos, and others united with them, and charge- 
able in my royal cuſtom-houſes ; and that the 
intendant of my iflands of the Canaries having 
Þ .« repreſented to me, that an eccleſiaſtick had at- 
| © tempted to ſhip, from the port of Oratava for 
the north, wines of his own growth without 
= © paying the cuſtom-houſe duties, and upon the 
© © collectors charging them, the judge of the ec- 
s clefiaſtical court was pleaſed to proceed againſt 
him, on the foundation of the immunity of 


te like fruits, and the licence to tranſport them 


from one place to another, ſuppoſing it a point 
decided by a caſe tried at Neres in the year 
1598, at the ſuit of the collectors, on the con- 


dition of an affidavit of their being ſo, for the 
14 


obtaining of paſſes; notwithſtanding it had been 
1 * « objected, 


$: 
<< 
; 
& 
* 
”» 
$- 
+ 
*; 
- 19 
1 
3 
mY 
$1 
wah 
= 
72 
45 
1 
4 
. 
u+ 
15 
1 
7 Bi 
9 
8 
7 
% 


Warner , 
rr 
0 we - 


#2 ut — þ " by 
r 1 8 

- Cie . SE 

32 OM — 


— 


— : 
38 
. 


4 = a 


254 The TuzORVY and PRACTICE 


* 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
ec 
ct 
cc 
cc 
ec 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


KC 


cc 


cc 


ec 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 


«c 


ce 


(c 


cc 


cc 


objected, that the circumſtances were very dif. 
. in the preſent. caſe, as it regarded ſhip. 

of wines for foreign kingdoms, whit 
made it an act of commerce, traffick and tra. 
ding for gain, and rendered them liable to the 
duties; that the ſaid intendant has referred the 
matter to myſelf, to have my royal direction 
how to act. Being examined in my council of 


the finances, to whom I referred the affair 


and the attorney-general being heard upon i, 


the legality of it was confidered ; and as it ws 


proved beyond all queſtion, @ part of my rojal 
prerogative, to prohibit the exportation of fruits 


out of my kingdoms to other dominions, or to per. 
mit certain of them, as 1 ſhould ſee good, to be 
exported upon payment of a certain duty; whith 
laws and royal decrees, regarding things, (nt 
perſons ) tending to tbe good of the publick, ani 
the better government of theſe my kingdoms, bini 
alſo ecclefiaſticks, as members of the body politich 
without any violation of their immunity; and 
provided they are deſirous of ſelling for the 
ſake of gain, to foreign countries, and are not 
content to do it free in their own, both thoſe, 
that have, or have not the immunity, ought to 
pay the duties of the Almojarifazgos, Diezmos 
and port-duties, eſtabliſhed by the royal laws 


and chargeable upon every thing imported or 


exported in traffick from one kingdom to ano- 


ther, and which are appropriated to its preſer. 


vation, and the protection of the navigation and 
ſhipping ; nor is ſuch an exaction oppoſed by 
the holy canons, which contain the prohibition 
and decrees againſt the deciſions of colleges 


univerſities, and private perſons, i in which are not 
« fg 
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es to be found like notions of the royal preroga- 
ee tive, or the privilege of ports; rights of the 
4 community which have been, and are univer- 
| fally obſerved, excepting in the neceſſaries for 
| « their own uſe and conſumption ; for ſome in- 
| « dulgencies have been granted to certain eccle- 
| « ſiaſtical ſocieties, and others are declared by de- 
. crees of courts of juſtice, which ſettle it in this 
| « manner, if we except Aragon and Catalenia, 
where they pay for what they export or import 
4 for their own uſe ; and this cuſtom or practice 
e jmmemorial, was approved in the year 1522 
| « by a decretal of his holineſs Adrian IV. at the 
| « inſtance of king Charles I. and the kingdom, 
c upon account of ſome eccleſiaſticks refuſing to 


- 
py 


Xx pay; and by a holy council of biſhops and re- 


| « oulars, in reſcripts directed to the nuncios of Na- 
4 ples, ordaining, that in the affair of exports they 
„ ſhould conform to the ordinances of ſecular 
| « magiſtrates, by reaſon that cuſtom and ſtatute 
law (as it is in Milan, Parma, and Sicily) allows 
| © it with a licenſe from the viceroys and gover- 
„ nors, on the payment of certain duties, having 
| © fatisfied the Diezmos, and the ports in my do- 
* minions, and even the duties upon wool, which 
| © ecclefiaſticks have, or ſhall export by other 
| © hands, whether they be of their own growth 
| * or not, and patrimonial fruits of benefices and 
| © churches, with this difference only in reſpect 
| © to Alcavalas, from which the fruits of their pa- 
I trimonies and benefices are exempted, in caſe 
[they be not the produce of lands they ſhall 
| © farm and cultivate, and for commerce, traffick, 
| © or ſelling for gain, in which inſtances they are 
| © to pay them; and in this agree, both the ca- 
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non and royal laws, and the above deciſion of 
the court in 1598, at the ſuit of the colleQory 
of Xeres, not applicable to the preſent diſpute 
about duties, which belong to the crown, and 
exports for ſale in other kingdoms, the pay. 
ment of which is not oppoſed by canons, and l 
found to be ſupported and due by the approba. 
tion and formal aſſent of popes, without offence 
to the immunities of the church. For inde. 
pendant of ſuch powerful proofs, even the faid 
cuſtom, which they have warranted, was ſuf. 
ficient ; and upon higher motives, ſince it wa 
grounded upon the ſolid principles of juſtice 


and the royal prerogative ; and the welfare and 


good government of theſe kingdoms are inter: 


elted in the continuance of it; inſomuch, that 
by this means the diſorder, confuſion, and dil- 


advantages, that would ariſe from the free ex. 


portation of the fruits of the eccleſiaſticks, arc 
prevented; for others would do it in their 


names, evade the duties, and diſappoint the 


great purpoſes they were intended to lerve, 
and which are equally for the intereſt of clergy 
and laity ; and without the concurrence of the 
ſaid motives, the payment of theſe duties ought 
to be indiſpenſible from the bare conſideration 
of the trathck eccleſiaſticks run into, by ex- 
porting the above fruits themſelves, or by their 
direction, to ſell them to advantage in other 
countries, not being content with the profit 
they may make in their own, at the cuſtomar 
and ſtated prices there, and thus diſcover an 


* avarice' unbecoming their profeſſion, and con- 
Cc 


trary to the canons, whieh cenſure and oppok 
it ; and this too under the heavy charges of car- 
$ rlage, 
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 riage, freight, factorage, and the palpable ha- 
zards of loſing the whole, as thoſe of the ſea 


are ſo, that 1f they guard againſt them by in- 
ſukances, they take another ſtep in commerce, 
without due caution, fince they go not in per- 
ſon, as the laity do, by being really merchants 
and traders in a ſtrict ſenſe, and the general 
apprehenſion of people; nor is there more 
foundation for a diſtinction between them and 


eccleſiaſticks, than that trade is wholly untui- 


table to the latter, and foreign to their holy 
office; the very reaſon why the canons of the 
church deprive them of their immunity, when 
they embark 1n trade, and oblige them (as the 


\ 


| laws of teſe my kingdoms do) to the pay- 


ment of the tarif. Nor is it only upon theſe 
foundations, an eſtabliſhed opinion and practice 
in theſe my kingdoms, which put out of all 
doubt the affair of eccleſiaſticks exporting the 
patrimonial fruits of benefices, and the glebe of 


churches, to ſell them in other countries, but 


the decretals of the popes Boniface VIII, and 


Clement V. plainly ſuppoſe it, and reſtrain their 


immunity in the caſe of their own property, 


which they ſhall tranſport by themſelves, or in 


their names in the way of trade; and as the canons 
have known no other than patrimonial effects, 
and thoſe of benefices, their deciſion cannot be 
a determination in another caſe, ſuch as this is, 
when they decline ſelling their fruits at the re- 


gular prices in their own country, and run into 
a blameable avarice for the fake of raiſing great- 


er gains at the riſk of immenſe charges and 
dangers already conſidered, by exporting them 
tor ſale in foreign parts and put themſelves upon 
Yor. I. J a le- 
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act of purchaſe and ſale of the ſame commod i. 


* munity ; how much more, when it appears to 


prohibited by the canons. All theſe conliders- 


| benefices and churches, without paying what 
is due to the Almojaritazgos, Diezmos, port- 


_ chargeable in my royal cuſtom-houſes. That 


a level with the laity, and fail of the moder;.. 
tion, and other virtues becoming their character: 
All of them circumſtances that conſtitute a for- 
mal traffick, (which is not confined to the ſingle 


ty, fince in the general and ſureſt acceptation, 
it is applied to that of the fruits of lands, farm- 
ed only out of avarice; and none is greater than 
the exportation above-mentioned) the truth of 
which this opinion conformable to the canon; 
and cuſtom has confirmed. And if this ſhould 
be ſufficient of itſelf, or the bare infinuation of its 

eing trade, not to reckon the exaction of the 
Diezmos, and port-duties a violation of the im- 


be a branch of the royal prerogative, and not 


tions being laid before me in council, the fir 
of February laſt, by a reſolution then taken, 
order this royal decree to be iſſued out; by 
which I order that none of the eccleſiaſticks in 

eneral, fecular and regular of theſe my king 
doms, lordſhips, and iſlands of the Canaries 
(without reſpect to thoſe of Aragon, where in- 
deed they pay for the neceſſaries expended by 
themſelves) be permitted to export for ſale into 
other countries their patrimonial fruits from 


duties, and all other united with them, and 


this be duly carried into execution, the inten- 
dant and officers of my revenues, .in cafe there 
be any proceſs carried on by the eccleſiaſtical 


judges tO prevent their collecting Or recovering 
ce them 
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« this my council, in order that an immediate 
« ſtop may be put to the proceeding, and they 
« be ſenſible that it is my pleaſure ; and let the 
© accomptants general of my Rnances and of the 
* revenues general take a copy of this my decree, 
es and enter it in their regiſters.” Given at Buen 
| Retiro, April 5, 1721. 


I the KING. 
By his majeſty's order, 


Don Franciſco Diaz Roman. 


n n 


lalion, and collecting of the provincial revenues, 


tion of their value, the relief of his ſubjects, and 
gener of trade. 


OOD management, and prudence in the col- 
lection of the revenues, whether they be 
farmed or under adminiftration, not only inſures 


' WT relief to the ſubject, and nereaſe to the treaſury, 
but has a very happy influence upon uſeful com- 
n WW merce both by fea and land; and therefore it will 
not be foreign to my purpoſe, if I mention the 
J | moſt eonifiderable of thoſe proviſions, his majeſty 
l 


| has made, for the better regulation of the revenues 
general, Which are chargeable in the cuſtom- 
houſes, as alſo of the provincial and other reve- 
nues, that are collected independant of the cuſ- 
| toms, and begin with what relates to the provin- 
oy revenues, and is contained in the following 
| La — ordinance, 


239 


te them, they ſhall give me information of it in 
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ordinance, diſpatched to the council of the finan- 
ces. 


cc 


Having conſidered with more than ordinary 
attention to the welfare of my people, to which 
I am diſpoſed by the ſingular zeal and duty, 
all my loyal ſubjects of the provinces of Caſtile 
and Leon have always ſhewn for my ſervice, 
what relief can be afforded them at this time, 
and while the wants of the ſtate are not ſo ur- 
gent, in the collecting of thoſe indiſpenſible 


* taxes, that conſtitute my royal and provincial 


revenues, and are abſolutely neceſſary for the 
defence and ſupport of my government, by re- 
ducing the number of collectors, who have hi- 
therto diſtreſſed the people, through the variety 
of hands employed in the adminiſtration of ſe- 
perate revenues, 1t has been apprehended more 
advantageous, and for the good of the publick, 


(till peace and fewer demands upon the finances 


allow of greater reliefs) to unite 1n a fingle hand 
or farmer all the revenues, ſubſidies and ſepa- 


rate taxes of each province, that by this means 


may be removed the oppreſſions owing to a 


multiplicity of collectors at the ſame time; and 


in conſequence of it, I have reſolved, and given 
orders to the council of the finances, that upon 
ſeeing the draught incloſed, (which for this 


purpoſe I commanded to be made, containing 


the particular amounts of all the revenues, rail- 


ed in each province, and computed according 
to what they laſt yielded, whether by farming 
or adminiſtration ; as alſo a detail of all the 
penſions, according to the diſcounts that were 
ordered to be made this preſent year) all the ſaid 
revenues be drawn out, publiſhed, and let out 
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to farm anew for the term of two years, to 


ſubjects moſt reſponſible, and at the beſt prices 
to be obtained: And in order to facilitate this 
affair, and raiſe their value, by a ſaving of the 
intereſt and expences occaſioned by the ſums of 
money that uſed to be advanced, for the future 
no advance money ſhall be demanded : but it is 
to be underſtood, that all the revenues, contri- 


buted by cach province, as they are ſet forth in 


the ſaid draught, are to be let, and farmed 
entire by one ſingle perſon, or in company, who 
ſhall have power to farm out cach diſtrict by 
itſelf, as he ſhall think fit, under this cxpret+ 
condition, that in the ſaid farms the ſeveral 
taxes of each town or diviſion be not ſeparated ; 
it being underſtood, that every city, town, or. 


place, can be obliged to pay only to one ſingle 


perſon, or farmer, the whole amount of its 
taxes; in ſo mach that he alone can compel 
the payment, in the caſe of a failure in con- 
tributing their quota, ſince by this proviſion, 
there cannot be ſeveral collectors at the ſame 
time; and as I am fully convinced of the zeal 
and duty, which the 5 and other 


members of my council of the finances will 


be manifeſt in the diſcharge of their obligation and 


the truſt repoſed in them, I am in hopes, they 
will be more than ordinary ſollicitous to aug- 
ment the farms of the revenues, in proportion 
to their real value, and with this view at the 


time of their being proclaimed, make my ſub- 
jects ſenſible of the many abatements, which 
are inſured, and charges ſaved by means of this 


regulation, that were prejudicial, both to the 
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this account they ought. to yield more: The 
farmers of the whole revenues of each province, 


are to be bound to pay the ſum ſtipulated and 


entire in the capital of the province, to the 
treaſurer-general of the ſame ; that is, ſo much 
as ſhall. belong to the penfions, with the ſame 
deductions, that were made this preſent year ; 

in two payments yearly, one moiety of it in the 

end of June, and the other moiety in the end 
of December every year; and the ſaid treaſurer- 
general ſhall immediately remit the ſame ſum 
into the hands of a paymaſter, whom I ſhall 


appoint tor this purpoſe in every province, all 
of it in current coin, it being ſo ordered, that 


the receipt of ſuch pay maſter ſhall be a legal 
diſcharge to the treaſurer in his accounts, and 
what ſhall belong to my revenue 1s alſo to be 
paid in the capital of the province, into the 
hands of the ſaid treafurer-general of the ſame, 
by equal monthly payments, the firſt of which 
is to be in the end of January every year, and 
the reſt alſo regularly, without any plea what- 
ever to the contrary ; a third part of it in vel- 
lon, and the remaining two thirds in good and 
lawful coin, gold or filver ; and the receipts of 
the ſaid treaſurer are to be a legal diſcharge, that 
by annually tranſmitting them to my great trea- 
ſurer, he may give his, which ſhall be ſufficient 


for the final adjuſting of the farmer's accompt 


every year. Por the better ſecurity of my royal 
revenues farmed, I give in charge to the coun- 
cil, that beſides the letting of them to perſons. 
of good credit and reſponſible, they take parti- 
cular care what ſort of ſecurities they accept 


« from the farmer; for as no advance-money 15 


16 required, 
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required, which was an additional ſecurity for 
© the amount of their farms, it follows that none 
ſhould be taken now, but what are ſure, and 
equivalent both to my royal revenue and the 
publick money; therefore I order, that no ſe- 
curities be admitted, except in penſions or cicctos 
cent. of the neat produce, which, after all es 
and other deductions made, ſhall be actually of 
ſufficient value; that is, the fund taken at the 
rate of five per cent. ſhall be equivalent to the 
annual amount of a fourth part of the farm; 
and leſt they may prove fraudulent or uncer- 
tain ſecurities, and that to the end of every 
1 leaſe, the writings of theſe penſions or efectos 
„ may be depoſited in a fate place, there ſhall be 
1 provided, in the ſecretary's office of the upper 


where they ſhall be laid up, as ſoon as received 
and regiſtred, and the firſt preſident or governor 
of the upper chamber of accompts ſhall have 
one of the keys, the ſollicitor of the ſaid cham- 


Nor are they to be reſtored, till after the far- 
mers have finally ſettled their accompts, but in 
the mean time ſhall be given them by the ſaid 
ſecretary a certificate of them, ſigned by the 
firſt preſident or governor, and the ſollicitor of 
the upper chamber of accompts, by virtue of 
which ſhall be continued to them the payment 
of the penſions or efectos, as if they had the 
originals in poſſeſſion; and that no doubt or 


it is to be underſtood and obſerved, that after 


* the farmer at the end of every year has preſented 
U 4 4 Ws 


of Madrid, and theſe to be valued at five per 


chamber of accompts, cheſts with three locks, 


ber another, and the ſecretary the third key : 


diſtruſt may ariſe from depoſiting ſuch ſecurities, 
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e the receipt, which is to be taken of the trea- 
5e ſurer-general, for the amount of what is due 
« from him that year, it ſhall be a legal diſcharge 
e for cloſing his accompts in the upper accomp- 
« tant's office, without any thing farther required, 
except the particulars of what the revenue has 
* been really worth, and had yielded that ſame 
*« year, and this ſworn to; and at the expiration 
c of the farmer's term, the above ſecurities ſhall 
e be reſtored without any alteration or delay, 
«© Immediately after every provincial farm ſhall 
upon this footing be concluded, there ſhall be 
ce drawn out a particular accompt of the clear 
«© amounts of the penſions, and of the neat pro- 
& duce, after theſe deductions, to my royal reve- 
& nue, which is not to be ranged, as it has been 
<« hitherto done, under ſeparate articles; for the 

e whole is to be put without diſtinction into the 
e provincial cheſts; it being underſtood, that the 
& price of the farm is to be divided into no more 
« than two funds, one of penſions, the other of 
« my royal revenue; as by this means there will 
«© not be the confuſion that has ariſen from the 
«* various accompts or articles, and the appropri- 
<« ations that have hitherto been cuſtomary ; and 
ce there ſhall alſo be put into my royal hands a 
c detail, containing the ſums raiſed by each farm 
and province, as well to the penſions, as my 
* royal revenue; and all the penſions that ſhall 
« any ways Concern my royal revenue, whether 
<« they be appropriated to ſecret ſervices, or any 
r other purpoſe whatever, ſhall be added to, and 
© jncluded in its fund; and as experience has 
made appear the advantage it is to the towns, 
«© when at the beginning of every leaſe they have 
: «© entered 
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entered into a compoſition for all their taxes, as 


they avoid the perplexities, troubles, and diſad- 
vantages, which a ſevere adminiſtration uſually 
brings : For by this means, knowing immedi- 
ately what they are to pay, there 1s a regular 
aſſeſſment made upon the families, and they 
take their own meaſures for the payment in 
the cuſtomary places, without danger of oppreſ- 
fion ; I order, that it be given them in charge, 
and that they be exhorted in my name, for 
their relief and convenience, to enter into fuch 
compoſitions with them for all their taxes, to 
avoid the evils of a rigorous adminiſtration. As 
to what regards the difficulty from the leaſes, 
that ſtill ſubſiſt, and have not expired, nor do 
expire at the end of this year ; I order the coun- 
cil, that as the perſons who now have them, 
give us entire ſatisfaction, ſecurity and confi- 
dence, to prevail upon them to order it fo 
among themſelves, as to form companies, and 


agree to continue them from and after the firſt 
of January ; but in ſuch a manner, that one 
ſingle perſon or company be obliged to anſwer 


for the whole of a province, in the ſhape and 
upon the footing already mentioned ; and in 
caſe they ſhall come to reaſonable terms, the 


* ſhall then continue the farm, and otherwiſe it 


ſhall be let to other proprietors : And though 
the utmoſt attention and care has hitherto been 
employed to annihilate all advance-monies, 


uſually paid by the farmers, and ſome poſſibly 
may ſubſiſt, and are not ſtill extinguiſhed ; in 


' ſuch a caſe my will is, that immediately, or at 
moſt within two months, every farmer tranſ- 
mit to the council of the finances memorials 
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« ſetting forth, and proving their claims, that 2 
46 0 order | may be ſent to the new farmers, enterin 
<« upon their office, to pay them the whole 
« what they ought to have received for tho 
« advance-monies, in the very places where the 
« reimburſement was to have been made, and 
* the practice put a ſtop to, that from this pro- 
« ceeding they may ſuſtain no prejudice. As . 
« the alterations to be made in the management 
« government and adminiſtration of the revenue 
„ general, I have them under conſideration, and 
„ ſhall ſhortly make ſuch regulations, as are ty 
be obſerved in the council of the revenue, &. 


Tn chapter 105, will be inſerted the very draught 
or accompt, referred to in this decree, with: 
diſtinct explanation of the ſtate of the ſeveral tut 
of each province, and the amount, as well x 
_ deduction of the penſions charged upon each d 
them; and in the next a more particular enume- 

Tation of the happy conſequences of this new dil. 
_ poſition, and a way to remove ſome difficulties 
that are apprehended | in the execution of it. 


HAP. LVIII. 


The great advantages that reſult FO uniting th 
provincial revenues, in the manner mentioned it 
the foregoing chapter ; and a way to remove em 
e es, obſerved in the execution. 


EFORE the new regulation of the provin- 


cial taxes already mentioned, the revenue ws 


under the managementofabove eighty farmers, bare- 


ly for the provincial revenue; for there was not only 
iu 
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in the ſame province, but in the ſame city, or 
town, 4 variety of farmers, one for the Alcavalas, 
| another for the Millones, and the like for the reſt, 
which alſo doubled and trebled the number of 
guards, collectors and other agents, to the very 
great and viſible augmentation of the charges, and 
| conſequently more frequent oppreſſions; fince 
| that the kingdom of Granada alone was divided 
| into ſeventeen farms in the hands of eleven diffe- 
| rent proprietors, excluſive of ſome branchcs of the 
| revenues in the hands of adminiſtrators, and others 
| independent, and under compoſition. The fame 
| thing prevailed in ſeveral other large kingdoms 
| and provinces, but in the lefſer there were not quite 
| ſo many; ſo that in one ſingle province were al- 
| moſt as many farmers for theſe revenues, as there 


| are now for all the twenty-one provinces menti- 


| oned in chap. 19. Theſe now are all let to fifteen 
| or fixteen proprietors ; for one proprietor farms 
| two or three provinces ; and all of them are per- 
| ſons of ſo good credit, that they pay punctually, 
| and even a month advance, without any failure ; 


| 2 circumſtance that never happened during the 


| multiplicity of farmers, many of which being ad- 
| venturers, and having nothing to loſe, engaged 
| very raſhly to try at all events, to make their for- 
tune; and in caſe their imprudent undertaking 
miſcarried, they ſecured their perſons by flight, 
leaving the revenue deficient, and carried off as 
much of it as they could. For notwithſtanding 
ſecurity had been taken, it could never be ſuftici- 


ent to replace the many millions of crowns, which 


| the royal revenues annually amount to. 

As all general rules admit of exceptions in ſome 
particulars, there are perſons who alledge, that in 

conſequence 
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conſequence of letting all the revenues of eye; 
province united into one farm, ſome of which 
rife up to a very large ſum, thole of Sevil, Granz. 
da, and Toledo in particular; there are few ſub. 
jects refponſible, or diſpoſed to engage in fo great 
an undertaking, eſpecially if they are require 
to make monthly advances, and when the 
competitors are few, ſo good prices cannot be ob. 
tained as when they are many. Hence they ate 
willing to infer, that the revenues ſuffer by it, and 
are inclinable to bring them back into the 0 


channel. It may be ſaid in anſwer, that the lo | 


which the provincial revenues are imagined to 
fuſtain on this account, is by no means certain, 
for it is notorious, that under the laſt farms, when 
they were divided into ſmaller portions, and before 
this new regulation, the whole amount of the 
provincial revenues was 2400,433,0 52 maravedi; 
and by the accompts given in the 19th chapter of 
the year 1722, after the new regulation had taken 
place, they yielded 2624, 268, 839 maravedis; and 
if this opinion, notwithſtanding it wants this main 
ſupport, ſhould ſtill gain ſome credit, and it be 
imagined that the revenues might be improved, 
were they portioned out into leſs farms, even then, 
J think, one may obviate this difficulty, without 
altering the ſubſtance of the new plan, if we d. 
vide the larger provinces into treaſurerſhips or 
diſtricts ; and, as the kingdom of Sevil comprehend: 
Hvetreaſurerſhips, or diſtricts, two of them to be ict 
. tooneperſonand the other three toanother,or to joint 
proprietors, andthe likerule prevail in the kingdoms 
of Granada, Toledo, and Galicia, and the provinces 
of Burgos, and Eſtremadura, whoſe revenues are 
very conſiderable ; and thus wauld be prelervet 
pretty near an equality with the other middling 

provinces 
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gyinces, ſuch as Cordova, Jaen, Valladolid, 
Segovia, Leon, Cuenca, &c. provided all the reve- 
aues of the cities, or towns in every treaſurerſhip, 
| partition, Or diſtrict, be united and farmed by one 
ungle proprietor, which is the principal aim of his 
| majeſty's decree above-mentioned, and ſecures all 
the benefits propoſed by it. 7; 
Others object, that under the circumſtances of 
| farming out all the revenues of a province or 
| diſtrict together, there will be no opening for an 
| increaſe or advancement but in the groſs ; ſince by 
| this plan 1t cannot be certainly known what reve- 
nue or revenues riſe or fall in each province; for 
| it may happen, that the Alcavalas and Cientos, 
for inſtance, may be capable of improvement, and 
| notthe Millones, &c. or vice verſa, as the conſump- 
| tion, and ſales upon which the duties depend, 
| are more or leſs; and whenever an advance is 
| made, and diſtributed equally among all the reve- 
| nues, that tax will be rated to its diſadvantage 
| which produced the increaſe, and the reſt that 
| had no hand in it, be unduely benefited ; and 
| even thoſe that by their own nature, or the acci- 
dent of times, might have ſuffered, perhaps, ſome 
injury by being farmed ſeparately ; and by 
reaſon of this undiſtinguiſhing method of proceed- 
ing, one ſhall be alſo as little able to diſcern pre- 
ciſely, whether each revenue may yield enough for 
the penſions charged upon it or not; a conſequence 
of which may be, that the royal revenue will be 
ured, and the penſioners benefited on ſome occa- 
lions, and the contrary happen at other times. 
I ſhall not preſume fo far, as to decide whether 
theſe diſadvantages ought to ſubmit, or not, to the 
benefits ariſing from the ſaid union of the reve- 


nues, 
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nues, nor do I judge it neceſſary to determine the Ml tr: 
point. For it is vifible, that ſhould all the rere. % 
nues of a province or diſtrict, go always unite; 4 
into one farm, agreeable to the intent of the royy Ml jr 
decree, ſuch a diſtinction and information, a; i 
| wanted and convenient, may be attained ; eſpeci. Ml cc 
ally for the regulation of the penſions, provide; Ne 
we only leave out the cuſtomary clauſe in the f 
conditions of the obligation, hat no 7ncreaſo 1 Ml it 
reduction can be allowed ſeparately, tut it nut ts Ne. 
general upon all the taxes; and that inſtead of i: Ml c 
(in order to obviate the ſaid difficulties) there be: Ml & 
clauſe put in, which was inſerted in the contra Ne 
lately made with Don Andres Bernardo Blanco r 
Barela, on his taking upon himſelf the charge of t 
the revenues ariſing from the river of Sevil, fiſh, f 
ſnow, cards, &c. whole patent bears date March 9, WM 
of this very year 1724. The condition recom- M t 
mended is as follows. | 
That in as much as he has alſo ſigned an obligation, ! 
charging himſelf during the ſame four wears with 
the revenues of cards, the extraction and regalia ly 
the river of Sevil, and the taxes united to them, that 
of a fifth upon ſnow for the kingdom, and the Alu- 
vala of fn at Madrid, which comprehend the 
Millones included in this; and experience has ſhewn 
how convenient it ts, to have them all go united, 
that the deficience of ſome may be rendered mire 
folerable by the improvement of others ; it is an er- 
preſs condition, that any perſon or perſons, ul 
ſhall pleaſe to offer an advanced price for any one 
revenue or revenues, may do jo, and it be allowed 
of, fince it is ſtipulated, and agreeable to practice, 
and the proviſion made by law ; but it is only on 
condition, that he who makes fuch an offer, charge 
> hin|elf 
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hufelf If with the other taxes at the ſame price, they 
ſtall have been ſet at ; this being to be underſtood, 


proviſion: made by the laws of the kingdom. 

Care 1s alſo taken, with a view of having this 
| condition better chierved, to inſert in the Ame 
contract a detail of the reſpective ſums, which this 


in charge; and in caſe this condition is duly obſerv- 
ech there is not only a way to diſcover the parti- 
cular revenues that riſe and fall, or continue the 
ame, but by means of it we alſo gain that parti- 
| cular knowledge of them, which is convenient to 
| regulate the penſions, and obviate the difficulties 
| that have been repreſented ; and without the leaſt 
| {cruple may be continued for the future the new 
| regulations, made for managing and collecting the 
| taxes, upon account of the many advantages its 


ple and commerce. 
. CHA PF. - LIK; 


| Two whos ef his preſent majeſty, preſeribing a new 
method of diſpoſing and collecting the revenues- 
general, which are chargeable in the cuftom- 
houſes, and in the inland parts, with a dijtin3100 
made between ſuch as are under admini/tratic; 


and farmed. 


EEING that by a decree of December 26, 

of the laſt year 1713, 1 ordered to adver- 
«1 « &, upon my preſcribing a rule for the man- 
* ner of farming out the provincial revenues, that 
pr <1 {hould do the ſame for managing and collec- 


88 ting 


according to the abs of each revenue, and the © 


farmer 1s to pay for each of the taxes he has taken 


| continuance yields to the royal revenue, the peo- 


tr 8 » — — woos 
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< ting the revenues-general, becauſe it was under 
s conſideration; and having deliberated upon the 
e form of regulating their adminiſtration, to ſaye 
* the exceſſive charges of it occaſioned by the 
great number of guards and officers that ar: 
* employed as centinels at the ports to prevent 
e frauds, which nevertheleſs continue to be prac. 
* tiſed, through the miſbehaviour of the guard 
of one revenue favouring frauds of the other 
* becauſe of the farms being in different hands, to 
<« the multiplying of the expence, without oh. 
<< tainung the end of putting a ſtop to the running 
of goods; I have reſolved, that obſerving the 
very plan of the above decree of December 26, 
* ſo far as relates to ſecurities, the form of pay- 
«© ments, diſcharging the penſions, and the ſpeci 
© m which the payments are to be made, and all 
other proviſions contained in it, all thoſe reve- 
nues, that go under the name of revenues-ge- 
« neral, be farmed in like manner from the firſt 
% day of January of this year, at the beſt prices 
(after having firſt drawn out and proclaimed 
* them, v1z. all thoſe revenues that are raiſed by 
<« duties, which any commodities pay upon expor- 
c tation out of, or importation into the kingdom) 
© to one company, or ſingle farmer, that all of 
them may at the ſame time be conducted, and 
C guarded by the ſame adminiſtrators, officers, and 
<« centinels ; that there may be no neceſſity, by 
ce the, farmers of each revenue being different pers 
. « ſons, and independent of one another, for each 
c of them to have their guards at every port and 
« cuſtom-houſe, with ſeparate falaries ; fince by 
« this alteration one ſingle guard may ſerve for 
„ the whole, and thoſe favourable e 
| | | « 0 
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of committing frauds and injuſtices be cut off, 
which were owing to the very perſons who 
ought to have prevented them : Moreover, all 
the other revenues, which are raiſed upon duties, 
charged upon goods in the inland parts of the 
kingdom, and the monopolies ſhall be farmed 


out to other different ſubjects, in company, or 


fingle, at the beſt prices that ſhall be offered; 


in which regulation are not comprehended at 


preſent the revenues of tobacco and falt, which 
are under actual adminiſtration to the uſe of my 
royal revenue; upon which account they are 


diſtinguiſhed into two claſſes, in the two draughts 


incloſed; and it is to be a condition, that the 
whole price of both be paid in Madrid, as it is 


now practiſed for moſt part of them: And for 


the more eaſe and advantage 1n letting out the 
former, which are the revenues-general, it is to 


be underſtood, that they ay be divided into 


two portions or farms ; one for the ports, whoſe 
duties go under the name of Diezmos, and the 
other Br thoſe that are called the Almojarifaz- 

gos; and if it ſhall be thought convenient to let 
out that of wool ſeparately, in the different 
manner, in which its duties are now collected, 
it ſhall alſo be done. The two revenues of the 
mint, and Media-Annata upon places, as they 


are not capable of being farmed, are to be always 


under adminiſtration to the uſe of my royal 
revenue. In the council of the revenue, &c. 


Yor, I. 1 The 
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The revenues-general of the cuſtom-houſes, which are raiſed by the 
duties charged upon commodities and fruits imported into and 
exported out of this kingdom, according to their value, in the Year 
1714, when the above decree was iſſued out, with this Arauglt 
_ annexed to it. | 


| Amount of pen-¶ Neat i 
Revenues, | Whole value, | fſions. the . 1 2 


1 —— 


Almojaritazgo ( 2 


of Sevil 68,000, 09 19,230,010 | 48.769, 990. g 


1 59.563.787 15,814. 750, 48.709010 
Puertos Altos &c. 8,676,213 2,216, 428.] 6,459,785. 


Revenueof Wool 66, co. o.] 17, 343, 250. 78,656,750. 
F.xtenſ. of Wool 25,509,000. 25,500,0:0 
3 e dhe 0 14,000,000 | 1, 537, 500 | 12,462, 440. 
1 Real per lib. | 
of Cacao 0 16, ooo, cop. 16, ooo, ooo. 6 
Chocolate. | 
Raiſins of Malaga 15,051,900 | 773,088.1 14, 275,912 10 
Reven. of Ca- Fo | 
caoand Gio þ 
colate 


Revenue of SE 
white 3 6,695, 00] 2, 251,989] 4,443,011 b 


Thezper cent. 0 | 


16, ooo, cod. 625,174] 1 5,374,826. 6 


ch part plate 
1 nee ins Ls 


houſe ofSevil | | 
A ſecond 2 per 5 "3 
cent. of Di- C 14,625,000 | | 14,625,000. 
e mos | | | | 


2 per cent © | | 
the cuſtom- 5, (o8, ooo 5. 608, ooo 


—_ 


houſe of Ma- 
laga, &c. 
Second 2 per 
cent of the 6 | 
cuſtom houſe 9,63828. | | 0,088,828. 6 
of Cadiz | | 1 
Second 2 per 
cent. of the 
cuſtom houſe 
2 Murcia. | 
evenue of th | 
ec of 4,120,000 1, 260,70 5 2.859,235. 
Fn Seyll - | | 4 J p 5 RE, f 0 
Exports n 4,500,090. | | 723,462, 3.776538. 6 


laga. 


* 
* 
* _ 


2 
* 
. 


8 - 2,300,000 0 ( | 2,300,000 


350.707.8280 61,778.48 10 308.9c9, 347] nn. 
Theſe 17 Revenues were farmed by twelve dmerent tubjects, al 
are now adminiſtred by the governor of the council of the 7 


a (Ol. ſiderable increaſe being experienced from it. 


it 


Servicio, and c 16,5:8,00 My 


| — 
G ; | | a 5 
F 9,682, 000. 83,754 550508 6 
„ ee 
Revenue of Fin 19.055, 00.] 2, 185.496 16,869, 504 5 
en N 17,500,000] 927,966. ] 16,572, 034 
eof the J .._ | 

Ebafras | © 66 750,000" | 09.7 00h 
Media Annata 


| Andaluſia - *- 116,8:6,37; 
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Other revenues-general, which conſiſt of duties charged upon ſeveral 
commodities in the inland parts of the kingdom, including ſuck 
as are monopoliſed, according to the value they were of when the 
above-mentioned decree was iſſued out. | 


| 
Revenueꝭ. Whole value. Penſions. 8 1 * 
— - _ — c — 5 | 
Revenue of Cards 3,075.000 £59,075 | 2,815,925 | . 


Revenueof the 


Arbitrio, and 0 2,249,395. 1,088,199 | 1,161,156. 
cth of Snow | | 


Montazgo 4:597.923-] 11,960,077 = 


Revenue Ge- 


neral of to: $559,674.00 4, 303, 176 546,370, 82 
bacco | | 


on Places & F 47,565,607] 13,011,495.| 4 6% 
Penſions | 


The Mint: Zee 2221 144,672 650,048] _ 
241.200,22 27.201, % 14.07.05] mrs 


SALT Duty. 


Caſtile - - $56,714,090 | 10,094,630 | 85,619,460] 6 
Galicia and i 
Aſturias, ( ©8,917.70;-| 5,424 53> | 62,593,175, 8 
Atienza, Eſ- | | 
print nd $199.59 19,023,066 [113,629,922 8 
Cuenca TOY 


WM 2 30, 699, 222. 2,802, 778.] 27, 896,444. 6 


12,745.86: 104. 109,8 13.“ 10 


Total of Sal e 
Port ” | 445,520,300] 50,691,865 [394,828,514 | 
Total of the | 


ether Reven. £741,709,7221 27,201,757 [714,507,965 mrs. 


1187,230,102| 77, 803 023 |[1109,33%,170 | mrs. 
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Theſe revenues were alfo farmed by different 
hands, excepting the revenue-general of tobacco, 
and thoſe of the Media-Annata, and the mint, 
which were under adminiſtration, and continue 
alſo in the ſame ſhape to this day: Thoſe of ſalt 
and the Eftafetas are likewiſe under adminiſtra- a 
tion. 

As the revenues of ſilk and ſugars in the king- 
dom of Granada, are particular and diſtinct from 
the other provinces, they are alſo inſerted here 
according to their amount before the union of the 

provincial revenues, that they may be ready for 
any future conſiderations that ſhall be offered. 


Revenues of Granada ſilk and ſugars. 


* 


Neat monies to Rates per 
Penſions 4 a , 


the king. cent. : 


Entire value 


Revenue of ble 9,183,493 [6,174,463] 3,059,030 © 
\'cavalas and-Ci- | 

3 on ſugars. ; 263.304 135114; | 5547597 £ 
Impon# of ſogars. 12.866.668 42 594[12,524.074 [- 


265,033,505 6,952,804 21,o809701 mrs. © 


In a decree of December 8 of the ſame year 
17 14, diſpatched to the councils of Caſtile and the 
finances, his majeſty was pleaſed to explain and 
enlarge the rules for the new method of diſpoſing 
and collecting the revenues-general of the cuſtom- 
houſes, the preamble of which, and the mot 
remarkable clauſes in it, are as follows. 


« It being convenient for my ſervice, now that 

% w2 enjoy the benefit of peace, to re-eſtabliſh 

ce upon a ſolid and laſting baſis the adminiſtration 

of all the revenues-general, as well with a 

e view to improve them, as to favour the com- 
c merce 


A 
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merce both of my ſubjects, and allies, and by 
all ſort of meaſures to prevent, as well the frauds 
committed by runners of contraband, and other 
merchandiſe, who have an underſtanding with 
the merchants, and mutually ſerve each other 
by the fraud ; as alſo thoſe practiſed by the far- 
mers, who being different perſons in the ſeve- 
ral inland cuſtom-houtes of the frontiers, and 
in the ports for collecting the Almojarifazgos 
and Diezmos, have taken the liberty to leſſen 
my duties by an exaction only of a certain pro- 
portion of what is due, and chargeable by the 
other revenues, ſolliciting and inducing the 
traders to import and land their merchandiſe at 
the ports within their own reſpective farms, for 
the ſake of the greater indulgence, they diſpenſe 
in the duties, inſomuch that this fraudulent 
practice growing by an underſtanding with each 
other, there has been found ſo great a reduc- 
tion of ſuch duties, as is moſt for our intereſt to 
inſiſt upon, that in ſome parts they have been 
abſolutely deſtroyed, and it is much to be fear- 


ed the ſame fate muſt attend the reſt, to the 


utter ruin of my royal ſubſtance, unleſs a ſpeedy 
and ſeaſonable remedy be provided againſt this 
great irregularity. For which purpoſe, and 


ſince all the farms of theſe revenues are diſſolved 


by the decree of May 21, in this year, from 
and after the firſt of January of the ſame ; 1 


have reſolved that all the revenues-general be 
adminiſtred, and the collection, advantage, and 
whole management of them placed in one 


ſingle hand, under the influence of a company 
of directors in Madrid, which I empower to 
name all the officers, that ſhall be convenient, 


X 3 «ag. 
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e 


cc 


and collect theſe duties in general, to aſſign 
each of them reaſonable ſtipends, and give them 


cc 


cc. 


vice, for their better regulation and conduct in 
<« their reſpective duties: And J have reſolved at 
« 'were collected for the ſeveral revenues and per- 
ſons, who had them in charge, be now col- 
lected by a ſingle hand, inſomuch that there be 
not in any port or cuſtom-houſe, more than one 
ſingle adminiſtrator, under whoſe direction are 
to be all the guards, officers, and dependants 
within his diſtrict, to ſave the extraordinary 
charges of them to each revenue, and which 
ſerved but to create a multiplicity of ſalaries, 
and enable the proprietors of one revenue to 
r defraud others of their rights, &c. 

This royal decree, inſerted in tom. 3. pag. 350 
of the laſt body of laws, contains ſeveral other 
inſtructions, relating particularly to the powers, 
this ſociety was inveſted with for chaſtiſing cheats 
and other delinquents, with an inhibition laid 
upon the other courts, or officers, and ſome limi- 
. tations of the military power; and though his 
majeſty has fince thought proper to diffolve this 
ſociety, and inveſt the ins an! hority 1 in the go- 
vernor of the council of the finances, it is unden 
like orders to keep theſe revenues alw ays united, 
whether they be farmed or under adminiſtration 
both to prevent a multiplicity of collectors, guards, 


ce 
cc 
ec. 
cc 
Cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


&c. which being employed to no good purpoſe 


and with an additional expence to che royal reve- 
nue, occaſioned a want of hands for crafts and 
trades; and to prevent the other inconveniencies 


which 


as well in, as out of the capital, to adminiſter 


ſuch inſtructions, as ſhall be for my royal ſer- 


— 2 2 $9. 


<« the ſame time, that the different duties, that 
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which have been formerly experienced, and are 
mentioned in the ſaid decree ; from the contents 
of which may be inferred the importance of this 
new. regulation, from the benefits that are ſecured 


by it. 
G41-A+P. Lie. 
Cpies of letters ſent by order of his preſent majeſty 


December 12, 1718, t9 the captains-general and 


iutendants of the provinces, charging them with 
the kind treatment of foreignrs, andether inſtructi- 


ons in favour of thoſe that ſhall come into Spain, 
either to work, or ſerve in the army. 


« The following order has been ſent to che 
« captains-general, and commanding officers on 
« the frontiers. | 


OMPLAINTS being made that there has not 


been ſhewn to foreigners, who have come into 


Chain by fea or land, that hind treatment, which 
bis majeſty deſires, and is fitting, be has reſolved, 

that orders be ſent by the captain-general to the 
governcrs of the for treſſes on the frontiers or ſea- 
ports, that kind reception be given to the foreigners, 
that ſhall come thither ; and that if any of them 
pleaſe to go into the inland parts of theſe kingdoms, 
etther to fer de in the army, or exerciſe any mecha- 
nick trade, or other occupation de hal ſacver, accord- 
zng as it ſhall be the inclination, or ability of each 
perſon, that they be allewed to paſs freely, and 


without interruption ; and that, to all ſuch, as ſhall 


come on foot, be granted paſſports for the inland parts 
for ſuch term of time, as fl all be 2 cient for their 
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arrival at the place defired, uſing ſuch precautiqn, 
that the ſaid term inſerted in the paſs may mt 
ferve them for a return back to their own country 
and the faid travelling paſſes are to have the follow. 
Ing general clauſes, that no obſtruction be given 
them, but all the relief that ſhall be neceſſary in their 
Journey ; 'and an eſpecial charge, that in all places 
_ they ſhall paſs through in the direct road, there be 
provided for each perſon a lodging and bed for one 
niglt culy, at the expence of the ſaid places, and 
all other neceſſaries for money at the cuſtomary 
prices, without any exceeding in any caſe wwhatſo- 
ever; and in order that ſtrangers, who ſhall come 
into theſe domintons, may find ſuch javourable treat- 
ment and hind reception, the governors of the for- 
treſſes and ports, ſhall inform themſelves of all juch, 
as ſhall arrive there, and be inclined to ſettle in 
Spain, and uſe all thar addreſs to prevail with 
thoſe, that underſtand any mech anick arts, to be ſent 
to the places where the fabricks, manifactures, or 
other crafts are carried on, according to the incli- 
nation and abilities of each perſon, more eſpecialh 
to the chief tun of the diſtrict, where the inten- 
dents refide : And that all ſuch as be willing to ſerve 
in the army be paſſed to the neareſt quarters if 
ac hatever nation the regiments may be, but prefera- 
bly to thoſe of their reſpeflive countries, however, 
without any violence in this or any other reſpet, 
fince they are to have the liberty of chuſing their 
reſidence and occupation, excepting that it may nit 
be proper, for ſome eſpecial reaſons to allow of their 
reſidence in any frontier, fortreſs, or other particu- 
lar place : All theje things I communicate to your 
excellency by his mcyeſty's command, that you may 
diſpatch the neceſſary inſtructions for the _— 
TOY an 
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and obſervation of them, as far as ſhall concern ycu; 
| your excellency * alſo an efpectal charge to the 


| governors, not to ſuffer thetr ſecretaries to demand 


any fee for ſuch travelling paſſports, cr upon any 
other pretence. God preſerve, &c. 


« And his majeſty orders, that a8 ſoon 25 the 


« intendants are made acquainted with this reſa-. 
« lution, that they uſe alſo the utmoſt of their 


« power, to procure kind treatment forforeigners 
« that ſhall come into theſe kingdoms, and direct 


« in thoſe provinces where there ſhall be no mili- 
0 tary commanding officers, that lodging be found 


« them in the ſame manner, as has been already 
« provided for ſuch as ſhall come on foot, it being 
« underſtood only, when they are travelling into 
« the inland parts of Spain, but not when they 
« ſhall be returning towards their own, or other 
« foreign countries; for at that time they ſhall 
« bear their own charges; and in caſe of their 
« labouring under any infirmity or ſickneſs, that 
they take care to ſee them cured in the hoſpi- 


« tals of that juriſdiction; and upon their reco- 


very to furniſh them with ſuch travelling paſ- 
« ſes, as are already directed, for the proſecuting 
te of their journey, if it be not to go out of the 
« kingdom; moreover, it is his majeſty's pleaſure, 


* that the intendants uſe their influence to pre- 


* ſuch as ſhall be manufacturers be directed, and 
« ſettled in the places of their reſpeCtive fabricks, 
© letters being ſent along with them to the corre- 


gidors and juſtices to receive and introduce them 


40 
0e 


or other occupations advantageous to the com- 


A munity ; 


vail npon them to ſerve in the army, and that 


into the ſaid fabricks, the cultivation of lands, 
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* munity ; but without any violence, or allowing 
* them to be any ways diſtreſled, and rather 
« afliſting and favouring them to the utmoſt of 
e their PI and in caſe of its being diſcover. 


« ed, that there are amongſt them any ſkilful 


* maſters or workmen for the manufactories, and 


te other occupations uſeful to the publick, and 
* they {hall be deſirous of ſettling in any city or 


« other place, it is his majeſty's intention, that 


« the intendants, their deputies, the corregidors, 


and other juſtices, be diligent in ſettling, and 


“ procuring them a convenient habitation, at the 
te charge of the ſame places, together with an 
« exemption from the exciſes, and other taxes 


that ſhall be the property of the ſaid towns, 
* equivalent to what they, and their workmen 


< can conſume, but both of them for a limited 
c number of years, while they ſhall labour 2 


< their fabricks, or other occupations, which ſhall 
ebe amicably adjuſted between the parties con- 
e cerned ; it being underſtood, that for what 
* concerns the royal duties or revenue, there be 
no immunity granted them, without a previous 
order from his majeſty, for the obtaining of 
« which the intendants ſhall preſent a, memorial, 
at ſuch times, as there ſhall be any inducement 


to ſuch an indulgence : It is alſo his majeſtys 


'{ pleaſure, for the better ſecuring this important 
* purpoſe, that the intendants, and their deputies 


« be vigilant in the execution of every thing, pro- 


* vided with this intent in the inſtructions to the 
& intendants, and particularly in the 43d article; 


* and that they regularly tranſmit an account of 
*© the progrels that has been made in it; all wich 


% communicate to your lordſhip by his majeſtys 


„command, 


of COMMERCE, &c. 233. 

| « command, for your obſervance of that part of 

| « jt, which concerns you. God preſerve, &c.” 
The Pardo, December 12, 1718. 


Don Miguel Fernandez Duran. 


CHAP. IXI. 


| &me capital clauſes in a proclamation made in the 
| year 1723, in reſpect to wearing apparel, Gc. 
that particularly intereſt our manifactures and 


fprobubitzon, and extend it to America, with 


country; and other circumſtances. 


Is preſent majeſty in his royal palace of St. 

H Ildefonſo, always attentive to the good of 
his people, obſerved the neceſſity of reforming the 
abuſes introduced in wearing apparel, and other 
ſuperfluous expences, that not only diſtreſſed his 
ſubjects, but were injurious to our manufactories 
and commerce, and at the ſame time favourable 
| to the trade of foreigners, by means of the large 

ſums of money drawn out of theſe kingdoms in 


| plied us with, rather miniſtring to vanity and 
| oftentation, than to our neceſſities and decency ; 

and not ſtaying till his tribunals ſhould repreſent 
to him theſe diſadvantages, and propoſe a remedy, 
his paternal affection and chriſtian zeal diſpoſed 
him to ſend orders to his council of Caſtile, to 
draw up a rough draught of a proclamation, with 


all due regard, as well to the paſt, as the preſent 


ſtate of things, and immediately tranſmit the ſame 
to his hands for his royal approbation ; and this 


havin 8 


trade; how advantageous it is to continue the 


amendments and alterations, to ſuit it to that 


payment for the commodities, which they ſup- 
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this place, the clauſes that principally conduce to 
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having been done, it was formed, and publiſheg 
November 15, 1723, preſcribing the reform, 
moderation, and rules, contained in the 29 arti. 
cles, the ſaid proclamation conſiſts of, and which i; 
inſerted in tom. 3. pag. 332 of the laſt body of 
laws, all of them tending, not only to preſerve 
modeſty, and reduce the exorbitant expence of 
wearing apparel, &c. to the great benefit of the 
kingdom in general, and of families and indivi. 
duals in particular, but alſo to favour and encou- 
rage the manufactories and commerce of his ſub- 
jets; a conſideration, that induced me to offer in 


this important end, together with ſome of the 
- motives, that gave occafion to ſuch a meaſure, and 
recommend the putting of it ſtrictly into execu- 
tion; as it is enforced more by the royal and pre- 
valent example of their majeſties, the prince and 
infantes, than the rigour of the law itſelf; and his 
preſent majeſty gave the more force and ſanction 
to this, by graciouſly condeſcending to be the fit 
to pay his voluntary ſubmiſſion to it, obſerving it 
even before hand, and not waiting till the prohi- 
bition took place. Her majeſty, the queen, alſo, 
with chearfulneſs diveſted herſelf of all her orna- 
ments of goid and filver, that uſually did but cloud 
her natural graces. His royal highneſs the prince, 
and their royal highneſſes the infantes, inſtantly 
and readily ſubmitted to the example of their ma- 
jeſties; an inviolable law with their highneſſes. 
By ſuch happy and laudable beginnings was anti- 
cipated and ſecured a general reform and modera- 
tion in dreſs, and other things, verifying on this 
occaſion, that moſt wife maxim, the more a prince 
ig ſubmiſ/rve to the laws, the higher riſes the " 
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of bis ſubjects, and ſo much more confirmed is his 
juft authority over them, 

The main advantage to trade from this procla- 
mation is, that by abſolutely prohibiting the wear 


| of tiſſues, brocades, &c. embroideries, ribbons, 


| orices, and all other woven commodities of gold 
or filver, moſt part of which come from abroad, 
| was prevented the extraction of thoſe large ſums 
| of money, that uſed to be drawn out of the king- 
dom, correſponding to the value of them. 

| The reſtraints, and other regulations contained 
in the third article, in reſpect to white and black 
| laces, have alſo a very happy influence upon trade. 
Among other things it is. preſcribed in the fifth 
| article, that all the officers of ſuperior, as well as 
| inferior rank, and even the meaneſt in the tribu- 
nals, both of Madrid, and elſewhere, including 


| the corregidors, juſtices and regidors, do drets in 


black; from which order enſues alfo great advan- 
| tage to the cloth, and other commodities of Spain, 
| where in many places blacks are manufactured, and 
| fine enough; and as there is no longer a tempta- 


tion for variety of colours, raiſed peers, and 


prime mixtures, in which foreign fabricks at this 
time have greatly the advantage over us, it is very 
natural for us, (and it has already been experienced) 


b to wear our own black cloth, and ſtuffs, and by 


this means our own commodities are much more 
conſumed ; for there muſt be a very conſiderable 
number of perſons clothed in black, as it takes in 
all the tribunals, courts, and their dependants, 
both within and out of the capital, and numbers, 
who of their own free motion, will no doubt dreſs 
in the ſame manner, from the powerful influence 
an example of ſo many perſons of diſtinction and 


authority, 
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authority, that are members of the ſaid tribung; 
and directions, muſt needs have over others. 

In the ſame article it is alſo ordered, that the 
woven and other commodities of ſilk, allowed t0 
be worn, be manufactured in the kingdoms of S+ ain 
and its dominions, or in countries, we have tre. 
ties of commerce and alliance with ; and that al 
foreign merchandiſe of this kind be of the flandard 
weight, meaſure, and mark, which they are obliged 
to have, that are wrought and manufactured iy 
theſe kingdoms, purſuant to the proviſions made in 
the laws, 21, 22, and 23, under lit. 12. lib. 5, of 
the body of ſiatutes and ordinances made by the 
board of trade, and approved by the council; 1 
regulation that appears alſo very prudent, both a 
it inſures the goodneſs and duration of the com- 


modities, and may diſcourage the importation of | 


them from foreign kingdoms. For if we admit, 


only ſuch as ſhall be of the ſaid ſtandard, quality, 


&c. it is natural to imagine, that foreigners wil 
not find their account in many of them, as by this 
means they cannot afford them at their uſual 
prices ; and we ourſelves muſt have as little temp- 
tation to purchaſe, when we can have cheaper from 
our own manufacture, and fine enough. But | 
have been informed, that in this inſtance, the pro- 
hibition has not been attended to, either in, or out 
of the capital; and as the cuſtom-houſes and 
regiſter- offices are the places where the principal 
care is to be taken, both in point of examining, 
and preventing the introduction of them, and put- 

ting in execution other things provided by the laws, 
very ſtrict orders, methinks, ſhould be given to 
all the adminiſtrators of the cuſtoms, and others, 
whom it may concern, to employ great vigilance 
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in the obſervation of this rule, together with in- 
ſtructions, ſetting forth the quality, ſtandard, 
weight, mark, and other circumſtances, which the 
goods ought to have, and the laws above-menti- 
oned require, and alſo the penalties upon all ſuch, 
as ſhall offend againſt them, and every. other con- 
ſideration that ſhall tend to the punctual obſerva- 


tion of them. To this end, it behoves at the 


fame time to uſe great caution in the cuſtom- 


houſe of Madrid, in the warehouſes and ſhops of 


this capital, and the principal cities and towns, 


cauſing them to be examined from time to time 


by officers of credit, from whoſe obligation we may 


expect a prudent execution, and ſtrict diſcharge of 
a truſt, that has in view a due reſpect and obedi- 
ence to the laws of the kingdom. 


It has been alſo apprehended, that many cloaths, 


_ waſtcoats in particular, embroidered with filk, 
are imported, and in all probability from a belief, 
that as they are neither ſilver nor gold, it is allow- 

able to do it. But as this law provides, that the 


embroideries, allowed to be worn, are to be of 
the manufacture of theſe kingdoms, it will be alfo 


very prudent to give the neceſſary orders to the 


adminiſtrators -of the cuſtoms, both- in Madrid, 


and other places, not to allow any entries of cloaths, 


or other things embroidered, even though they be 


neither ſilver nor gold, in conformity to law 62. 


tit. 18. lib. 6. publiſhed by king Philip IV. in 


1624, and already produced in the 24th chapter 
of this treatiſe, which alſo prohibits the importa- 


tion of cloaths, hangings, beds, chairs, and other 


' goods, made up in foreign countries. 


1 


I am of opinion, that the ſame motives, that 


' prevailed. upon his majeſty to publiſh ſuch a pro- 


hibition 
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hibition upon the continent of Spain, plead for 
its being enlarged and extended to his majeſty's 
American dominions, after ſuch alterations and 
amendments, as ſhall better ſuit the ſituation, ang 
various qualities of thoſe regions, that are fo exten. 
| five, as to reach almoſt from pole to pole; 2 
reflection convincing at firſt ſight, that the ſame 
rule cannot ſerve all parts of them, when they ſo 
much differ from one another, as thoſe are known 
to do. But then there are general rules, ſalutary 
and intereſting in all climates, ſuch as moderation 
in wearing apparel, &c. and a reform in this 
inſtance is even more neceſſary in the Indies 
than in Spain, from a vaſt profuſion in their 
expence, to the ruin of many families, more el. 
pecially in great quantities of fine lace, gold, ſilver, 
and other rich ſtuffs, moſt of Which are a foreign 
manufacture, and by means of them Spaniſh 
America is drained of many millions of dollars. 
Upon theſe and other conſiderations, it is my judg- 


ment, that the prohibition ſhould wholly take 


place in the Indies, as to the reſtrictions upon the 
wear of laces, and the abſolute prohibition of 
ſtuffs, &c. that have either gold or ſilver in them, 
. for cloaths, hangings, beds, chairs, coaches, and 
other uſes ; and purſuant to what is provided in 
the fifth article, that it be alſo enjoined the mini- 
ſters of ſuperior and inferior rank, and other depen- 
dants in the tribunals, as well at Lima and Mexico, 
the reſidence of the two viceroys, as elſewhere, 
including the accomptants, King's officers, and 
their dependants, to wear only black ; and that 
the corregidors, regidors, and other dependants 
of the courts, do the ſame ; as well as all ſecreta- 
ries and clerks without diſtinction. By this pc 

5 ure, 
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ſure, we not only introduce a becoming and more 
reſpetable moderation, but fewer foreign goods 
will be conſumed for reaſons before given, when 
we ſpoke of it in regard to Spain; and that this; 
and every other injunction from his majeſty, be 
more punctually obſerved, an eſpecial charge ought 
to be laid upon the viceroys, and preſidents of the 
courts, to be very vigilant in ſeeing it put in 
execution, to encourage and ſupport it by their 
own perſonal example, and that of their family 
| and ſervants. And notwithſtanding it be morally 
certain, that the execution can meet with no dif- 
| ficulty in America, yet, methinks, both theſe, and 
the other parts of the prohibition in Spain, ſhould 
| be examined by the council of the Indies, fome 
of whoſe members, both by theory and experi- 
| ence, thoroughly underſtand the conſtitution, 
cuſtoms, uſages, and other circumſtances, of thoſe 
ns. by having ſerved his majeſty, not only 
in Lima and Mexico, the reſidence of the vice- 
roys, but in other provinces very diſtant from 
| thoſe two capitals, and will be qualified to give 
| his majeſty certain information, in what articles, 
| and under what ſhape the prohibition may ſuit the 
ſeveral provinces of thoſe his dominions, in order 
| to purſue it the moſt effectual way. 


HAF. LXII. 


Decrees of his preſent majeſty fer ſettling a fabrick 
of crijtal and glaſs in Spain; how much it 
 beboves us to improve and preſerve it. 


IIS majeſty, in conſideration of the great 
1.1 importance it is to eſtabliſh in this em 
a fabrick of criſtal, which foreigners ſupply us 
r. I. Y with 
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with, and by that means drain us of great ſum; 
of money, making uſe of our own ſoſa and barilla the 
principal materials of the manufacture, of which 
there is great plenty in Spain, and in quality ſupe. 
Tior to that of all countries; his majeſty has beer 
pleaſed to grant at ſeveral times the three patent 
mentioned in the royal decree, which was dif. 
patched to the councils of Caſtile and the finan. 
ces, January 30, 1720, and is as follows. 


4 Since the fabrick of criftal has not taken 


effect, which Don Thomas del Burgo, and 


company, charged themſelves with in the yex 


1712, when I granted them a patent; and that 
alſo, which Don John Baptiſt Pomeraye under. 


took by virtue of a patent I granted him tuo 


years ago, met with no better ſucceſs ; an 
ſenſible of the great loſs my people, and ny 
own intereſt ſuſtains from the decay of thi 
manufacture, I have permitted Don ohn 
 Goyeneche, to collect together in a place cl 


led New Baztan maſters and workmen, that 


withdrew out of my kingdoms upon the difap- 


pointment of the fabrick, ſet up by the {ai 


Don Thomas del Burgo, tho the other be nt 


expired, in order to ſet up a new one in the tai 
place; in conſequence of which, he has co: 
lected to the number of twenty families 0! 
foreign workmen, built for them in the fa 


* Place a very ſpacious dwelling houſe, togethe 


with ovens, and other workſhops, neceſſar) fi 
all the materials and inſtruments in this 1mpo- 
tant undertaking, and ever ſince its eſtabliſh 


ment has maintained all the people at his om 
' expence ; and having in view the great advat 


b tage 
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« that muſt accrue to my kingdoms from the 


« eſtabliſhment of the ſaid fabrick, and others of 


« the like kind, on which account as it is my royal 
« diſpoſition to cheriſh and encourage them as 
« much as poſſible, I have granted the ſaid Don 
« John de Goyeneche, a patent for thirty years, 
« for the manufacture and free vending of cri- 
e ſtals, and glaſs, on the ſame favourable foot- 
« ing, which I granted to the ſaid Don Thomas 
« del Burgo, and Don John Baptiſt Pomeraye, 


« and that, on no pretence whatever, he be taxed 


« for the barilla, which under his own direction, 


or charge, ſhall be ſown, gathered and con- 


© ſumed, in the quarter adjoining to the ſaid 
« fabricks, nor for any other portions, he ſhall 
© be obliged to purchaſe, of the product of theſe 
* kingdoms; empowering him alſo to have the 
« firſt refuſal of theſe materials, at the uſual pri- 
te ces, and alſo of the wood which it ſhall be 
e neceflary for him to buy in the places adjoining 
e to his fabrick. It ſhall be examined in the 
* council of the finances, and the inſtruments 
« for putting this order in execution be ſpeedily 
e diſpatched. 


From the face of this royal decree it is viſible, 


that neither the firſt nor ſecond co-partnerſhip, 
which undertook this fabrick, could ſurmount 
the difficulties, or furniſh the conſiderable expen- 
ces, ſuch an eſtabliſhment uſually occaſions at its 
ſetting out, eſpecially when the maſter-direCtors 
happen not to act with honour, a thing often ex- 
perienced in new projects; or the hands employ- 


| & in the ſeveral works are not equally dextrous ; 
| for the {kill of ſome may be defeated by an igno- 
| Tance in others, which is too often met with in 
DE. thoſe 
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thoſe foreigners, that have come over of their own 
heads, (and are not procured) and who generally 
leave their own country, and original bufineſs out 
of levity, or are rejected by the trade for their un. 


ſkilfulneſs. And even when the maſters and 


workmen are very capable, and do their duty, 


theſe difficult and chargeable enterpriſes too often 


miſcarry, as it has ſometimes been found in France, 
notwithſtanding they collected and brought over 
artificers from Venice to lay the foundation, and 
Lewis XIV. for their encouragement, had granted 
the directors and proprietors many privileges, im- 
munities, and ſupplies of money; however, by 
perſeverance, and the application of his exalted 
meaſures, this intereſting project was at length ſo 
happily executed, that the criſtals of that king- 
dom exceed thoſe of Venice both in quality and 
quantity; and in this inſtance is verified that maxim 
I advanced in the ſixteenth chapter, that founding 


ſuch important eſtabliſhments, reſembled but 


ſowing the ſeeds of plants, and wanted the ſteady 
and due cultivation of a miniftry, as well as a firm 


and powerful protection of the prince, to ripen 


and gather the fruits. And in every reſpect hs 
moſt chriſtian majeſty took alſo eſpecial care to 


facilitate, and ſecure a good market for the ci 
ſtal that was manufactured, (a thing moſt mate- 
rial for the preſervation of manufactories) by an 
_ edict, that laid a duty upon foreign glaſs im- 


ported into France of 2000 reals per quintal, whit 
that of French manufacture paid but 15 rea 


per quintal exported, with a view to encourage, 


as Ws home conſumption of their own goods 
as the exportation of them abroad, diſcouraginy 


at the ſame time by ſuch heavy duties the impor 
rr ee, 
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tation of a foreign manufacture, as I have ſhewn 
in the twenty firſt 5 7 A few years after, 
| the better to accompliſh theſe two intereſting 
points, he employed another meaſure, which was 
in abſolute prohibition of foreign glaſs ; ſo that 
now France, not only anſwers her own demands, 
but exports alſo to other countries, and by this 


means has drawn money into the kingdom, and | 1 
| put a ſtop to the extraction of conſiderable ſums, 1 
that went to Venice in payment for the great 


quantity of glaſs, they formerly had from 
thence, as every perſon muſt think, who reflects 
| upon the large conſumption there is of it in 
| France, both for what is expended for coaches, 
windows, looking-glaſſes, and other ornaments, 
and its being ſo frail a commodity, that as one 
blaſt of wind forms, another deſtroys it. Upon 
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the ſame account it is alſo evident, that the con- at 
ſomption of this commodity muſt be conſiderable a! 
nin Spain, which calls upon us to employ the moſt *1 | 
WH vigorous and effectual meaſures, that are any ways ah | 
piracticable, for the encouragement and preſerva- 15 


= 
— 


tion of ſuch a fabrick, in imitation of his majeſty's 
grandfather. | 

Though theſe difficulties, a prodigious expence, 
and the recent miſcarriage of the two partnerſhips 
above mentioned in Spain, that had charged them- 
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ſelves with this undertaking, twice defeated within iq! 

the compaſs of a few years, diſheartened, as it is 7-04 
natural to imagine, the generality of the kingdom, | i 
WW they were not ſufficient to damp the zeal and re- 0 
pollution, with which Don John de Goyeneche, 47 
Kneaſurer of the kingdom, undertook and purſues 10 
. every meaſure in this f important project, which Bil 


tends'to his majeſty's ſervice, and the intereſt of 
/ v1 the 
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the publick, as is viſible, from the contents of the 
ſame royal decree, and will appear farther, from 
other decrees, that ſhall be produced hereafter, 
when I ſpeak of the many other uſeful manufac. 
tories that are ſet up by the ſame perſon, and 
ſtill ſubſiſt in his two towns of Yllana, and 
Almeda, in New Baztan, peopled at his own 
charge, and in other places, that ſhall hereafter 
be taken notice of. For in ſpite of the above dif. 
ficulties, the recent and repeated diſappointments 
of the project under two partnerſhips, he engag- 
ed in it at his own riſk, without any aſſociation; 
but his own induſtry and fortune laid the foun- 
dation, and maintains it at an immenſe charge in 
New Baztan, where glaſs is already manufac- 
tured fit for all uſes. And though he might 
have been diſcouraged a few months ago, by find- 
ing it could no longer be ſupported in that place 
for want of wood, great plenty of which is requi- 
ſite for ſuch a purpoſe ; yet he bas had the ſpirit 
to engage in the new enterpriſe of tranſplanting 
it to the new town of Coron, near the vaſt and 
ſpacious foreſts of Cuenca, and has ſucceeded in 
it with a new charge of rebuilding dwelling- 
houſes, and work-ſhops ; and alſo to great advan- 
tage, both for the goodneſs and plenty of the 
chriſtals, and the duration of the manufactory. 

By the very ſame accident, a ſcarcity of wood, 
the like miſchance befel one of the partnerſhips 
that undertook this fabrick in France; for having 
ſet it up in the ſuburbs of Paris, they were obliged 
to remoye into the neighbourhood of large foreſts, 
with the advantage of a river to eaſe the expence 
CHAP, 


of carriage. 
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CHAP. LXIII. 


Great advantages to the navy, and merchant-men, 
from the progect of cutting in Spain large trees, 
planks, and timber for maſts, and other uſes of 
ſhipping, and the conveyance of them to convent - 
ent parts; as alſo f1 om the manufa&tories of pitch, 
tar, and rigging, | 29 95 


F in the firſt and ſecond eſtabliſhment of the 
important and chargeable fabrick of glaſs 
lately ſet up in Spain, Don John de Goyeneche 
manifeſted great zeal and reſolution, and gave a 
fine example to all our worthy nobility, as it has 
been ſeen in the foregoing chapter, it is alſo cer- 
tain, that he has given equal, if not greater proofs 
of both, in the vaſt and wonderful enterpriſe, 
which he engaged in, (by virtue of a patent from 
his majeſty) of cutting down timber in the very 


| heart of the Pyrenees ; and in ſpite of the difficulty 
of craggy roads, and other obſtructions, conveying 


huge trees, planks and other timbers of pine, fir, 
&c. for maſts, and other uſes of the ſhipping, over 
thoſe high mountains, and deep valleys to the 
Ebro, and by that river to the ſea, and other places 


that ſhall afterwards be mentioned. And the better 


to comprehend the difficulties, that have been 


encountered, and the meaſures employed for the 


attainment of this important ſervice, I have thought 
Foe to add the following particulars: 
or the cutting down, and the tranſport of the 
fad large trees, and other timbers, were eſta- 
bliſhed, and ſtill ſubſiſt three works in the higheſt 
and moſt craggy parts of thoſe mountains. | 
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328 The Turok and PraAcTICrY 
One of them in the kingdom of Aragon, upon 
the mountains of Eſpuna, from whence the tim. 
ber is drawn upon carriages for three leagues, 
along roads, that have been cut at a great expence 
from thoſe mountains to the banks of the river 
Cinca, where linking them together, are formed, 
what they call floats, conſiſting of five or ſix trees, 
each of which is under the management of fix or 
ſeven men, who are placed upon them with oar 
to guide them along; and they are thus carried by 
the 1aid river Cinca four leagues more above the 
city of Ainza, and enter into the Ebro below 
Mequinenzs...o F 
Another is in the ſame kingdom of Aragon, in 
the valley of Hecho, and upon the mountains of 
Oza, a league diſtant from the frontier of France, 
and from thence the trees are drawn upon cat- 
riages in very rough roads along the tops of the 
mountains, two leagues and a half, as far as the 
banks of the river Aragon Saburdon, a league diſtant 
from the town of Hecho, and there being linked 
together in the ſame way, they are conveyed with 
great fatigue by that rivulet for four leagues, and 
enter into the river Aragon, ſomewhat lower than 
the village of Xayier de Gay, two leagues from 
Xaca, from whence purſuing the ſame courſe they 
enter into the Ebro, below Milagro in the king- 
dom of Navarre, four leagues from Tudela. 
The third of theſe works is in the kingdom of 
Navarre, in the vale of Roncal, and upon the 
mduntains of Maze, Zurizabeiti, Yzaizpeta, which 
comprehends the diſtrict called Belague, a league 
from the frontier of France; and drawing them 
upon carriages for two leagues on the high road to 
the river Eſca, near the town of Iſaba, they = wr 
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courſe, which is four leagues, through many very 


troubleſome windings, till it run into the river 


Aragon, below the village of Lucar, in the ſame 
kingdom of Aragon, and then they paſs on to the 
Ebro, as it has been already obſerved. 


Fabricks of pitch and tar, which are very neceſ- 


fary in ſhipping, are alſo eſtabliſhed in ſeveral parts 
of the kingdom of Aragon and Catalonia, and par- 
ticularly in the mountains of Tortoſa, where, upon 
account of the great plenty of pine trees, uſeful 
for this purpoſe, the fabrick may be enlarged to 
| any quantity we ſhall have occaſion for. For this 
we are alſo indebted to his induſtry, as well as for 
| the manufacture of all kinds of rigging in Port- 
Royal, and both of them are made with the hemp 
and alquitran of Spain ; upon account of the great 
conſumption of theſe commodities, particularly of 
rigging, and as by fetching it from abroad, which 
was uſual before this eſtabliſhment, we ran a great 
hazard of its goodneſs ; for putting good hemp 
outwardly, they uſed to inſert ſome that was rot- 
ten, or ſo bad within, (in which they could not 
be detected at the time of ſale) that it made little 
or no reſiſtance in the frequent and violent work- 
ings of the ſhips ; from whence have enſued lament- 
able accidents, ſhips, treaſures, and lives being en- 


dangered, and ſometimes periſhing on this aceount. 


For theſe and other reaſons it calls for our eſpecial 
attention, that the manufacture of this commodity 


fupply even all our merchant ſhips; eſpecially as 
ts lands, with very little pains, produce quanti- 
ties of good hemp, and plenty of alquitran is got 
from the aboye mentioned mountains. It would 
OY . | alſo 
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linked together, and carried by that river its whole 
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be continued in Spain, and enlarged ſo far, as to 
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alſo be very ſeaſonable to take the like precaution 
in reſpect of ſailcloth; for there is great conſump. 
tion of it, and it may be made very good, as we 
have an advantage in our hemp.” : 


Cables, and other cordage, manufactured at 
Sada, in the kingdom of Galicia, are no ways in. 


ferior to thoſe, that come from abroad; and the 
biſhoprick of Tuy in the ſame kingdom would 
furniſh as much good hemp, as can be wanted, 
But qur misfortune is, that the natives of that 
country ſow but little, and ſell what they have 
to the Portugueze; and by this neglect our con- 


tractors import hemp from Riga, the capital of 
| Livonia, the conſequence of which, beſides the 


real prejudice of being drained of our money, may 
be, that upon a rupture with Sweden, or any 
other power, we thall have no hemp, either from 
thence, or from Galicia, where they alſo make 
very good failcloth, in the ſaid manufactory of 
Sada. And theſe manufactories are capable of 
being ſo much improved, as to ſupply all the ſhip- 
ping in his majeſty's dominions. 

After thoſe trees and other timbers have been 
conveyed by the way abovementioned into the 


great river Ebro, they are carried by it, thus link- 


ed together in floats, to the Alfaques of Tortoſa, 
and from thence diſtributed into the ſeveral ports 


of the Mediterranean and the ocean for the uſe of 
the navy and merchantſhips, to the great and ap- 


parent advantage of the publick, both upon ac- 


count of their goodneſs, and becauſe by this pro- 


viſion, neither his majeſty's men of war, nor the 
merchantmen, are left in a ſtate of dependance, ot 
under any riſk of not having them from the north- 
ern provinces, either by reaſon of ſtormy weather, 

or, 
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ar, as it has been hinted, the accident of wars, 


or the jarring intereſts of powers, as it has often 


happened formerly. Beſides, we fave alſo by this 


means the large ſums of money they drained us of, 


equivalent to the value both of the maſts and 


planks, and of the rigging, pitch, and tar; the 


great benefits, and favourable conſequences - of 
| which, I have thought proper to hint in this place, 
that, when we have under conſideration the im- 
portant affair of providing all theſe commodities 
in Spain, which equally conduce to a profitable 
commerce, and to ſecure his majeſty the ſove- 
| reignty of both ſeas, as it behoves us to do, this 
may find a ſurer ſupport, and the protection of 
his majeſty for their improvement and continuance; 


a thing that may with good reaſon be preſumed 


upon, from the particular concern his majeſty has 
ſhewn in favour of the navigation of this kingdom, 
Theſe happy confequences ſhall be further illuſ- 
trated in another chapter, and ſhewn to be an 
eſſential point, and indiſpenfible, if we think of 
improving and preſerving our trade, 


CHAP. LXIV. 
| Privileges and immunities diſpenſed by his preſent 


majeſty, in favour of manufatures. A fabrick 
of fine tapeſtry, rich fils, and fine cloths, with the 

_ ſupplies, and other proviſions of his ma- 
J. 55 


18 majeſty, October 23, 1718, was pleaſed 
council of the finances. 


11 to diſpatch the following decree to the 
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332 The Turoxy and PRACTICE 
Don John de Goyeneche, having repreſent. 


ec 


ed, that by great induſtry, and at a conſiderable 
expence, he had founded in his town of Olmeda 
de la Cabollo ſeveral fabricks of cloths, buffz, 
ſhamois leather, hats and other commodities 
that are uſually imported from abroad, as allo 
in New Baztan, and that he had done all this 
at his own charge, praying, that an indulgence 
might be diſpenſed for a time, to the ſaid town, 
and its juriſdiction, in the royal taxes, which it 
is now charged with, for the better improve. 
ment and continuation of them, I thought pro- 
per to ſend a perſon of integrity and confidence 
to the faid town of Olmeda, and its diſtri, 
to examine into the pretenſions of this memo- 
rial; and as it has been found, that in the faid 


town of Olmeda, there were on foot 26 looms, 
* which annually manufacture to the amount of 
50000 yards of cloth, reſembling that which 
ns from France for the cloathing of the 


that he had imported the ſaid looms 
Fm that kingdom at his own charge, for the 
uſe of the principal manufacturer, granting him 


freely the materials, building hin a houle, and 


providing all the neceſſary utenſils; that he has 
alſo ſet up fix other looms, for the fabrick 


of droguets and ſcarlets, ſuch as thoſe of Valde- | 
mero, in which are employed many perſons of 
both ſexes, introducing and communicating 


theſe arts to the natives of Spain; and has laid 
the foundation of a good building for an hoſpi- 


tal, and another for a ſeminary, which he of- 
fers to endow-for the reception and education 
H of N. to be alſo ee in the ſaid fabricks, 


« that 
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that in the place called New Baztan, he has built 


twenty two ſubſtantial houſes of ſtone and 
mortar, a very ſpacious church, and a houſe 


contiguous ; and has alſo a diftillery. for brandy 


and hungary water ; a fabrick for buff ſha- 
mois leather, ſoldiers hats, both middling and 


fine, with all proper utenfils, tan pits, and other 
things neceſſary to ſupport theſe manufactories, 
allowing at preſent all the profits to the manu- 
facturer; and that he has at the ſame time ſet 
up looms for ſilk, handkerchiefs, ribbons, and 
girdles, ſuch as are made in Valencia, having 
drawn over the principal manufacturers, with 


their wives, children, and families from France, 


and the North, and collected together all ſuch 


as he found uſeful in Spain, with great induſtry, 


labour, and expence, and ſettled various other 
trades, making ſuch proviſion, as ought to be in 


a town well ſupported and regulated, by tranſ- 


porting thither at his own charge, families of 
peaſants, giving them a ſufficiency to live upon, 
and ſupplying them with tools for the cultiva- 
tion of thoſe lands that were barren and deſerted ; 
that he is building an inn for the better enter- 
tainment of travellers ; and at the ſame time has 
repaired the road to Madrid, making a new way 
for carriages, and ſhortening it where it could 


be done, and has built a bridge over the river 
Tajuna, all at his own charge; as alſo a cha- 


pel, where the workmen, who live remote from 


the town, may hear maſs; and has raiſed ſeve- 


ral plantations for the refreſhment and advan- 
tage of the whole ; that the village of Olmeda, 
excluſive of the workmen, contains eighteen 
families, and for their poverty are rated but as 


© thirteen 
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thirteen and an half, and pay annually for theit 
compoſition to the royal revenues thirty doh. 
lons, beſides the Alcavalas and Cientos, which 
concern the ſaid Don John de Goyeneche; and 
as I am defirous of ſhewing the grateful ac. 


knowledgments due to the zeal, expence, and 


induſtry, which have raiſed this new town, and 
the ſaid fabricks, to the general benefit of theſe 
kingdoms, and my mtereſt, and that other; 
may be encouraged to imitate an example ſo 
laudable and uſeful, I have reſolved, that to 
the faid village of Olmeda de la Cebolla, to the 
town of New Baztan, and all other places with- 


cin its juriſdiction, no augmentation be made, 
cc 


nor ſhall be made to the taxes, paid by the 
whole diſtrict at this time, during the term of 
thirty years, in order to eſtabliſh, confirm, and 
improve theſe fabricks, and the new town which 
has been ſettled there. It ſhall be examined 


by the council of the finances ; and when it 


appears what ſum they annually pay to all the 
revenues, taxes and duties, the inſtruments 
neceflary for putting it in execution ſhall be dit- 
patched. ns 


His majeſty, February 14, 1719, vouchſafed 
to iſſue out another decree reſpecting the fame 


manufacories, as follows: 


Kos /- 


« In conſideration that Don John de Goyeneche 


had founded in the village of Olmeda, and in 


New Baztan, and its juriſdiction, various fa- 
: << -bricks and manufactories, I was pleaſed, by 2 


decree of October the 2 3d laſt year, to order, that 
the faid village, and its jurifdiftion ſhould not 


1 80 for 
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« for thirty years be charged higher to the royal 
« duties, than what they were found actually to 
« pay at that time ; and now I have reſolved, 
« that neither the natives of this kingdom, who 
« ſhall apply themſelves to the manufactures, 
« which the faid Goyeneche has introduced in 
« Olmeda, New Baztan, and its juriſdiction, nor 


« theinnkeepers and ſhopkeepers that ſupply them 


« with proviſions, ſhall find the ſaid occupation 
« any impediment, or bar to their obtaining the 
« honourable employments of the republick, 
« which can be enjoyed by the ſtate or degree of 
« Labradores ; and that all the manufactures of 
« the ſaid fabricks be at the ſame time exempt for 
« thirty years from the Alcavalas, Cientos, and 
« other duties, in every city, town or place, where 


« the firſt ſale of them ſhall happen, and enjoy 


« alſo an immunity from the duties of ports, 
« cuſtomhouſes, and tolls; and this exemption 
« from the Alcavalas, Cientos, &c. is to be under- 
« ſtood, and obſerved in the form, and under the 
« reſtrictions, the ſame was indulged to Don 


« Joſeph Aguado for the cloths of his fabrick in 


« Valdemero ; and it is alſo my intention, that 
« the ſaid immunity extend to duties of importa- 
tion upon all the utenſils that ſhall be wanted 
« for the ſeveral fabricks, the bran, and paſtel 
for dying, beaver ſkins, and camels hair for 
« hats, and fiſh oil for making buff, but to be 
e allo diſpenſed under the fame reſtrictions, it 
« was granted to the ſaid Aguado. And at the 
« ſame time, I have granted to the ſaid Don John 
de Goyeneche the privilege of purchaſing at 
prime coſt any materials of wool, filk, ſkins, 
„ '&c, that he ſhall want for his fabricks or ma- 


« nufactures, 
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= 7: 


* nufactures, and which ſhall have been boy ght 


« up for exportation, but not ſuch as ſhall 25 


* been bought for other manufactories, or by na- 
« tives of theſe kingdoms for their own ule; but 
« upon condition, that it be within the ſpace of 


one month alter thoſe goods ſhall have been 
* bought, which he ſhall thus take at 1 coſt; 


© and Tor which Goyeneche is obliged to pay the 
« price, with coſt and charges, to the very city, 
ce town or place, where they ſhall be at the time 
* of his claiming them. It ſhall be examined by 
* the council of the finances, who ſhall diſpatch 
the orders that are proper for putting it into 


execution, as far as relates to them. 


By means of theſe, and other encouragements 
diſpenſed by his majeſty, have been eſtabliſhed, 
enlarged and improved, theſe fabricks, in the 


manner explained in chapter 62, and a greater 
Progreſs is ſtill expected from the warm zeal, and 
vigorous application of Don John de Goyeneche 
in this important concern, who in conducting it, 
has ſhewn more x or for the publick, than his 


own private intere 


firſt years of ſuch eſtabliſhments, the expence 


for it is certain, that in the 


runs higher than the gains, as many have found 


by experience. 


His majeſty in his royal palace of Balſain, Was 


pleaſed to grant the city of Valladolid an indul- 
gence for their manufactures, mentioned in the 
following decree, diſpatched Ez 18, 2. to 
| the 1 of the finances. 3 
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« and means to revive the trade of theſe king- 
« doms, and prevent that, which foreigners carry 
© on in the Indies, has repreſented to me, that 
« ſome improvement has been made to it by the 
« city of Valladolid, which propoſes to make an 
« addition to their preſent manufactories of fifty 
„ looms annually, for twenty ſucceſſive years, to 
« each of the fabricks of gold, filver, ſilk, and wool, 


« provided during ſuch time no alteration be made 


« in the ſum charged upon the city to the Alca- 


« yalas, Cientos, and Millones, and that it con- 
* tinue upon the footing, and pay to theſe duties, 
« revenues and taxes the ſame it did in the year 
« 1713, When the city and the places united with 
e it were diſtinguiſhed from the general farm of 
the province, by the ſeparate compoſition and 
contract, which the city and its companies made, 
both for the payment of the Alcavalas and Cien- 
tos, (which to the end of the ſame year 1713, 
was a ſtated ſum, by virtue of the privilege it 
had for that purpoſe) and for an equivalent to 
the Millones; and as it has in view the impor- 
tant affair of re-eſtabliſhing manufactures in theſe 
kingdoms, in order to revive its trade, and that 
the commodities conſumed in it may no longer 
be ſupplied by foreigners, and that they be alſo 
prevented from introducing their goods into the 
* Indies ; for if thoſe provinces be once ſupplied 
* by goods made in this kingdom, it will follow, 
* they will no longer ſend them from other pla- 
ces; being deſirous at the fame time, that the 
i faid city of Valladolid, by means of new fabricks, 
* may recover itſelf out of the ruinous ſituation 
* It at preſent labours under, and which has been 
" Owing to the decayed trade, and the unhappy cir- 


„ 2 «& ſtances 


* 8 ; 1 —— : * 8 — 
#4 —  IIDTN 
— nog noaei 


r 


. 
1 


a 82 
_— — 


* e 


eee 


—U— — - xs = „ -. - 2 _ — 
by 2 . - 1 430 


2 ů — 2 — 2 


3. MX; 2% 7 - 


— 


—_ þ m4 Lo OK. 
* : * " 0 by & 2 
2 8 0 NA 


— 


1 : . 5 _ 5 
= „ a „ 3 — 
zi K T fg — — 
— - = 2 « a — - 


— — — — —ͤ — 
_ * „5 I. * 5 
———— — 9 
— 
by 2 
— 


338 The TRHREZORVYW and PRACTICE 


« cumſtances of the times. Having conformed in 
« every thing to this proviſion, as the ſaid board 
« of trade has propoſed it to me, I have reſolyed, 
e that in conſequence of it, the council of the fi- 
« nances, and court of the Millones, do make 
ce due proviſion, that from the firſt of January of 
te this preſent year, to the end of that which comes 
in 1741, and comprehends twenty years, for 
« which this indulgence is to continue in force, 
that no demand be made upon the faid city for 
« itſelf, and the places that are incorporated with 
« it, for the Alcavalas, Cientos, and Millones, 
above what it w as Charged in the ſaid year 1713, 
45 wh the contract, at that time made for the pay- 
ment of them by the ſame city and its companies, 
under the expreſs condition, that to obtain this 
advantage, and continue it for the time aboye 
40 mentioned: it be obliged to lay before that 
« council, and the court of the Millones, at the 
end of every one of the ſaid twenty years, ſuf. 
« ficient proof of having fulfilled its part, 
„ by. erecting the looms it has propoſed to do, in 
e the form and manner to which it ſhall be 
20 obliged by the {aid board of trade. It ſhall be 
* laid before the council of the finances, and the 
Court of the Millones, in order to be carried 
| « into execution.” 


This proviſion of his majeſty bas ſo 3 ſuc- 
ceeded, that thoſe very manufactories encourage 
by his gracious indulgence, and cheriſhed by at 
eaſy and ready market for their - commodities 
; owing as well to their goodneſs. and reaſonable 
price, as the adyantageous ſituation, of Valladolid, 

in ka center. of Old Caſtile, and ſome other pro- 
n N | vinces, 


of COMMERCE, &c. 


and improved. 


Though his majeſty has granted ſeveral other 
privileges and indulgences in favour of different 
manufacories, I forbear to take notice of all of 


them here, not ſo much from their being fo very 
numerous, but as they are very much alike, a 
repetition may ſeem idle; and therefore I ſhall 
only hint at ſome of theſe, and other proviſions 
of his majeſty, directed to the {ame end. 

In Madrid has been ſet up a manufacture of 
blues, luteſtrings, and other filks, no leſs curious 
in the workmanſhip than in the colours and 
| mixtures, in imitation of the fabricks at Lyons in 
France ; and this new manufacture has produced 
ſuch as her majeſty was not aſhamed to wear. 


has been owing to workmen, and a famous dyer 
from the ſaid city of Lyons, procured by his 
majeſty at the charge of his own royal revenue, 
| and to the encouragement of a houſe and ſupplies 
of money, which he ordered to be advanced in the 
| infancy of the undertaking, giving alſo a monthly 
penſion of fifteen doblons to the maſter dyer, and 
another of twelve doblons to the head manufac- 
A Bed 7 
Without the gates of Madrid has been raiſed 
alſo a fabrick of prime tapeſtry, in imitation of 
thoſe of Flanders, by a maſter and workmen, whom 
bis majeſty procured from that country, at the 
charge of the treaſury ; and they continue in this 
important manufactory working for his royal pa- 
| laces, having the encouragement of houſes, work- 
Hops, and indulgences, which his majeſty has 
granted them. And notwithſtanding there be not 
q 2 2 in 
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vinces, have already been conſiderably enlarged 


This happy and ſucceſsful eſtabliſhment in Spain 
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in either of the fabricks a ſufficient number of 
maſters and workmen, for the conſiderable con. 
ſumption of this kingdom, yet the main difficulty 
has been ſurmounted, which 1s ſettling and bring. 
ing the manufacture to the perfection already 
mentioned; for it is an eaſy thing to enlarge, or 
add to what we have begun, and already eſtabliſh- 
ed upon a good footing. By this plain fact, in the 
very face of the court, many perſons might be 
undeceived, who believe and propagate a notion 
(upon what grounds I know not) that in this king- 
dom we cannot arrive at the perfection we haye 
ſeen in theſe and other manufactures, either on 
account of the delicacy of the work, as if there 
was neither genius to invent, nor hands to execute 
in Spain; or for the colours, as if his maſeſty; 
provinces did not really ſupply the principal and 
- beſt materials for them; or from our water, which 
they ſuppoſe not proper for them, even when both 
the declaration of foreign artificers,and experience, 
ſhews it to be very fit for dying all ſorts cole 
and it is alſo certain, that notwithſtanding fo- 
reigners introduced theſe curious fabricks, many 
Spaniards now join in them, and already make 
them in equal perfection. 5 
The grand fabrick of fine cloths at Guads 
laxara is wholly owing to the vigilance and pro- 
tection of his majeſty, though there has not been 
yet in the management of it the good economy, 
which is requiſite, and has been directed by ſee 
ral of his majeſty's orders. But one great poltt 
has been obtained, that many of the good work- 
men employed in theſe manufactories are Spaniards 
and ſome, who have been bred up in them, hai 
diſ;erled into other parts of the kingdom, whid 

f 
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is the principal advantage reſulting from the arri- 
val and introduction of foreign maſters and work- 
men; therefore no ſcruple ought to be made of 
hearing the expence of their journey, and their 
frſt ſettlement. And it well deſerves our notice, 
that it has been found by experience in Guadalax- 


| ara, and other parts, that the Spaniſh women, and 


even the very young girls, ſpin wool better and 
quicker than the miſtreſſes of foreign families that 


inſtructed them, and were brought over for that. 


purpole. 


By means of a patent and ſupplies from his 
| majeſty to Don Joſeph de Aguada, knight of the 
| order of Calatrava, for the fabrick of cloths in 


Valdemero, we have alſo gained the point of 
manufacturing them in that town, as fine as thoſe 
of England, and of good colours and mixtures; 


s is manifeſt from the approbation they have re- 


ceived from his majeſty, who has worn them up- 


on ſeveral occaſions. 


Though many chapters have been deſervedly 
taken up with the proviſions, made by his preſent 
majeſty in favour of trade and the manufactories, 
ſhewing how much theſe two grand affairs are in- 
debted to his great care and attention ; the inſtances 
| forbear to produce are ſtill more; (eſpecially if 


| we conſider thoſe made for the Indies) and I pats 


them by, both becauſe I am not willing to launch 
out farther, and as I have already produced thoſe, 
that more particularly relate to the point in hand, 
and the propoſals, which will naturally riſe from 
t. But with all theſe wiſe proviſions, after ſo 
much precaution and addreſs, this important arti- 


| Cle of trade and manufactories is ſo rude, that not- 
withſtanding many abuſes, which his majeſty ha. 


3 reformed 
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242 The THTORYW and PRACTICE 
reformed by his prudent regulations, and the im- 
provements he has made, there are ſtill wanting 
ſeveral other prudent meaſures to enable us, I will 
not ſay, to raiſe them to perfection, but to a mid- 
dling fate, and ſuch as might be reaſonably ex. 
pected from the ſituation and natural advantages 
of his majeſty's kingdom, that ſo much favours 
commerce. This miſchance has been principally 
owing to our not having yet entered into the new 
and fundamental policy, which foreigners have 
practiſed for fifty or fixty years paſt, in the regu- 
lation of their duties, as I hinted in the 42d chap- 
ter. On this account I paſs on to explain the very 
rules and precautions, which I think are ſtil 
wanting, and are more juſt, and better calculated 
to obtain it, beſides thoſe which I have already 
propoſed, while I was conſidering ſome affairs of | 
importance, upon my having occaſion to mention 
the practice of ſome of our own kings, as well a; 
foreign princes, that the opinion, going hand in 
hand with the reaſons upon which it 1s founded, 
may meet with a better reception. 


GH AFP. IAV. 


Many and prevailing are the metives, tlat lead 
and oblige us to provide, and conflontly heep uf 
a powerful navy in Spain, for the. ſupport of 
trade, the ſecurity of the coaſt, and other ſei- 
vices of his majeſty. 


HE means I have hitherto propoſed for the 

1 improvement of trade, have been touched 
upon but in a flight and curſory way, as ſome 
general topicks, or a narrative of facts led me to 


them. But I now propoſe to enter into the Ne 
F : ticular 
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ficular proviſions it behoves us to make in order 
to accompliſh the great end. Nor will it he 
ſtrange, that I recommend the building and main- 
taining many good ſhips, both for war and traf- 
fck, as the chief and main foundation of an ex- 
tenfive and advantageous commerce. For it is 
certain, this cannot be attained without the ſup- 
port of a conſiderable flect ; as it is on the other 
hand impoſſible to keep up a great fleet, ſuch a 
one as the condition of this monarchy requires, 
and ſtands in need of, without the conſtant ſuc- 
cour of a very extenſive and advantageous com- 
merce. So that theſe are two inſeperable com- 
panions, and one cannot ſubfiſt without the other; 
and it behoves us with equal zeal and vigilance to 


labour at the eſtabliſhment and preſervation of 


both. Hence it is, that with great pleaſure 1 fee 
this important maxim, Le? the. King be very well 
armed by ſea, generally received and approved. 
And though it may be contended, that this maxim 
js ſelf-evident, and needs no proof, I am of opi- 
nion, that a detail of the principal motives, upon 
which it is founded, will very much contribute 
to confirm the ſalutary notion, both at this time 
and hereafter. I therefore begin with what the 
celebrated Don Diego de Saaveara, addrefting his 
political and chriſtian maxims to prince Balthafar 
Carlos, has delivered with great judgment, and 
his bſual clegance, in his effay, Hrs polis; in 
which, after telling us what gave riſe to his 
emblem of two ſhips with the globe of the earth 
between them, and ſupporting it, thus proceeds : 


That they were the poics of the terreſtrial globe, 


* repreſenting to us, that navigation is the ſup- 


«cc port of trade in every County, and ſecures its 
N 3 dominion 
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dominion by arms. Ships are moveable poles, 
but on that very motion depends the ſtrength of 
kingdoms. There has ſcarce been a monarchy, 
that has not owed its foundation and ſupport to 
them. Should Spain loſe the benefit of her two 
poles, the Mediterranean and the Ocean, her 
grandeur muſt inſtantly fink. For provinces 


* ſo remote from each other would be in great 


danger, were not the oar and the fail to unite 
them, and facilitate the ſending of ſuccours for 
their preſervationand defence, ſhips and galleys 
being the bridges of the ſea. For this reaſon, 
the emperor Charles V. and Don Fernando, 


duke of Alva, adviſed king Philip II. to keep 


up a large fleet. King Siſebuto was ſenſible of 
its importance, and the firſt that had a navy on 
the Spaniſh ſeas, It was alſo the remark of 
Themiitocles, by way of advice to his country- 
men, that the Romans by this means made 
themſelves lords of the world. That element 
ſurrounds and rules the earth. It is found to 
unite ſtrength and ſwiftneſs. 


« A prince that employs them with ſpirit and | 


courage, 1s arbiter and lord of the world. Arms 
upon land threaten, and ſtrike in one part only; 
but upon the ſea every where. No prudence 
can keep a coaſt always provided, and upon its 
guard, no power ſufficiently protect it. It 5 
the ſea that humanizes nations, that would 
otherwiſe be fierce and intractable, without the 
communication of ſhipping, by means of which 
nations underſtand each others language; and 
antiquity hints it to us by a fable, that makes 
the helm of the ſhip Argos ſpeak, giving us to 
underſtand, that by means of ſhips _ 
« aſſiſt, 
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« aſſiſt, and have communication with each 
« other. For it is the rudder that makes a king- 
« dom ſhare in the bleſſings and riches of all 
« other kingdoms, one country mutually furniſh- 
« ing another with all it wants, and which ne- 
« ceſſity and convenience obliges to a friendly 
commerce with, and a benevolence to mankind, 
« from the want they have of each other. 
A maritime power is more convenient to ſome 
« than other kingdoms, according to their ſitua- 
| « tion and circumſtances. The monarchies of 
« Aſia require rather land forces than a navy. 
Venice and Genoa, that are ſituated, the for- 
« mer in the ſea, the latter cloſe to it, and rather 
upon a rock in the ſea, than in a bay, and in a ter- 
© ritory barren, and incapable of cultivation, place 
« all their ſtrength in the oar and the fail. And both 
| © republicks were glorious, and dreaded by all the 
« world,ſo long as theſe were ſet a juſt value upon. 
| « Spain, that retires, as it were, from the Pyrenees, 
« and launches out into the ſea, between the ocean 
and Mediterranean, mult place her confidence in 
| © a naval power, if ſhe would aſpire after univer- 
« fal dominion, and maintain it. It is finely diſ- 
« poſed, and poſſeſſes great convenience for ports 
| © to protect our own ſhips, aud check the navi- 
© gation of others, who are enriched by it, and 
gather ſtrength enough to make war againſt us, 
* eſpecially as commerce and traffick provides 
arms for its own defence, bringing along with 
them {kill in navigation. They make ports 
fo many armouries and magazines; enrich them 
with all neceſſaries for fects ; bring wealth into 
a kingdom to ſupport the charge of them, and 
people and multiply its numbers. 


hs 
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e The republicks of Sidon, Ninive, Babylon, 


Rome and Carthage, by means of commerce, 
abounded m wealth and armies. When trade 


and navigation began to droop at Venice an 


Genoa, all opportunities of exerciſing their va. 
lour, and of acquiring trophies of glory, were loſt 
In a ſmall fandy diſtrict, incapable of cultiva. 
tion by the ſpade, or plongh, Holland main. 


tains PO! werful armies, from the abundance and 


riches of the ocean; and provides for populous 


cities fo ncar to one another, that the moſt 
fruitful ſoil could not ſapply their wants, 
France poſſeſſes neither mines of gold nor filver, 
but with traffick and puerile toys of iron, 
lead and tin, makes its induſtry valuable, and 
enriches itſelf while we ourſelves, idle and in- 
active, let pals all the bleſſings of the ſea. With 
immenſe pains and danger we fetch from the 
moſt remote parts of the world, diamonds, 
pearls, aromaticks, and many other rich com- 
modities ; but as we do not afterwards carry 
them to market, others reap the profit of our 
labour, and diſtribute them all over Europe, 
Afia and Africa. We ſurrender up our gold 
and filver to the Genoeſe, who by it negotiate 
and pay their exchange and re-exchange in 
traffick. Out of Spain g goes filk, wool, barilla 
ſteel, iron and ſeveral other materials, and 2 
they return again manufactured in a variety of 
ſhapes, we purchaſe the ſame things made very 


chargeable by labour and carriage. So that the 


ingenuity of other nations is very expenſive to 
this kingdom. Merchandiſe comes into Spain, 
that either ſerves merely to gratify the eye, o 


is  iaſtantly conſumed,” and draifis us of our 


„e gold 


— ere — 
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« gold and filver ; fo that foreigners (as king 
« Henry II. ſaid) are by this means enriched and 
« armed ; nay ſometimes our enemies, as mnch 
« as our own people are empoveriſhed. The 


| « fame complaint was made by the emperor 


Tiberius, when he ſaw the Roman matrons 
« dreſſed out in quantities of pearls and precious 
« ſtones. An immortal glory waits for your 
« highneſs, if you favour and honour trade and 
« merchandiſe, which is conducted by citizens in 
« their own perſon, and by another hand among 
« the nobles ; for the revenues ariſing from the 
« fruits of the earth are not more natural than 
« thoſe from bartering one commodity for another, 
« or ſometimes giving money in exchange. The 


 & princes of Tyre did not deſpiſe trade and mer- 


* chandiſe; nor did the fleets of Solomon ſent to 
“ Tarſis fetch only neceſſaries, but ſuch other things 
« as enabled him to gain and encreaſe his riches, 
and become greater than all the kings of the 
« earth. Pompey had his money at intereſt. 
„The Roman and Carthaginian nobility were 
not diſgraced by their traffick and commerce. 
Rome formed her college of merchants; and 
« from thence, I think, the Hollanders took the 
« hint of trading companies. With great eaſe 
may theſe be formed in Spain, and protected 
« by fleets; ſo that riches would not only flow 
into our country, but its navy alſo flouriſh, and 
« itfelf become formidable to other nations. The 
kings of Portugal, ſenſible of theſe advantages, 
* opened in unknown ſeas, and by force of arms, 
« a trade with the Eaſt; by commerce they ſup- 
e ported thoſe arms, and upon the ſtrength of 
both founded a new and extenſive empire, and 
« propagated 


1 * 
— 


—— — — —— — — = —=/ rar pra ——_— . — — 


} 
61 
4 
15 
4 
4 
. 
+ 
| 
7 
8] j 
44 
4.4 
1 
4 
+ 
$ 
„ 
p 
[iy 1 
"i ; 
$1] 
bl ; 
4 
5 
Aa ; 
WM 7 
K 
p { 
H F 
7 > 
be * 4 * 
A } 
. 
[ { 
* 1 
IS | 
: i 
f 
3.4 : 
1 
3 
i 
4% 
7 
. 
i 
y 1 
71. 
3 
1 
„ 
1 Fl 
I” : 
* : 
' : 


348 The THrrory and PRACTICE 
e propagated religion. She had been unable to 
« viſit thoſe diſtant climates, and afterwards the 
&« Weſt, by the mere genius and valour of the 
« Caſtilians, had not yards and fails been her 


„e wings, upon which ſhe flew, to make herſelf 


«© known to the Gentiles, who were amazed at 


&« their new gueſts, from regions ſo remote, that 


<« they had not even heard of them, and receiving 
<« from them the true light of the goſpel, and the 
ce divine bread of the ſacrament, brought from afar 
<« off, cried out rejoicing with Iſaiah, ho hath begot- 
« en me theſe? I am deſolate, a captive, and 


ce removing too and fro. And who bath brought 


& vþ theſe ? Bebold I was left alone; theſe, where 


ce bad they been?” TE OY 
_ Theſe are the principal motives which the ſaid 
eſſay ſuggeſts to us; and it would be raſhneſs in 
me to attempt, or even think of adding any thing 
in ſubſtance, to what this great man has advanced 
upon this ſubject. I ſhall therefore preſume no 
farther, than to make viſible, by cloathing with ſome- 
thing of a body, the ſoul of his conciſe and ner- 
vous writings, that by means of groſſer matter 


preſented to the eye, we may alſo help our con- 


ceptions in a thing, that ſo much concerns us, ad- 


ding at the ſame time ſome ſhort reflections, which 
the preſent ſtate of things warrants, and even re- 


quires at our hands. 

Upon a very ſolid foundation he ſaid, That 19 
prudence can keep a coaſl always provided, and upon 
its guard; no power ſufficiently protect it. For it 


is certain, that as the coaſt of Spain extends above 
300 leagues, barely from Roſellon to the ſtreights of 


Gibraltar, and from thence to Ayamonte, the 
t he a - frontier 


t 
| 
| 
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frontier of Portugal; and from the other confines 
of Portugal on the Mino in Galicia, to Fuente- 
Rabia, is at leaſt 200 leagues more, a hundred 
| thouſand men would not be ſufficient to keep it 
always provided againſt debarkations, inſults, and 
hoſtilities, by reaſon of the ſlowneſs and difficul- 
ty of ſending mutual ſuccours by land for ſo ex- 
tenſive a coaſt, and ſuch diſtant provinces. For 
it uſually happens, that a ſquadron of ſhips will fail 
more leagues in one day, than an army can march 
in fifteen; beſides, there would be alſo wanted 
above 30000 men for the garriſons of both fron- 
tiers, thoſe of Africk, and the iſlands of the Me- 
diterranean, &c. Nay, were it even practicable 
to have a conſtant army of 1 30000 men, and all 
our coaſts and fortreſſes well protected by them, 
this would not be ſufficient for our ſafety, without 
the aſſiſtance of a marine. For we could not with- 
out ſhips tranſport ſufficient and ſeaſonable ſuc- 

cours to the gariſons of Africa, or the iſlands un- 
der the dominion of his majeſty ; and it is very 
rare to find a fortreſs, however ſtrong and well 
provided, that muſt not ſurrender to the obſtinacy 
of a ſiege, or the flow fire of a blockade, if it be 
not ſuccoured in due time by a force ſuperior to 


the beſiegers. 


If then, without a fleet, notwithſtanding we have 


an army of 130000 men, we ſhall ſtill be expoſed 
to theſe misfortunes, what will be the caſe, when 
we have them not; and it is impoſſible for Spain 
in time of peace to maintain ſo numerous a ſoldiery ? 
It is therefore abſolutely neceffary, beſides a land 
army 1n a reaſonable proportion, that we have re- 
courſe to the ſure and leſs chargeable expedi- 
ent of a good fleet, for ; as it will render us reſpec- 


table 
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table in the world, and be always ready to fly up- 

on every.emergence, eſpecially if we have always 
15 or 20000 men ready to embark, and be tranſ. 
ported to any part they may be wanted, ſuch 2 
fleet will deter any power, that ſhall think of 
committing hoſtilities againſt us by ſea. It would 
moreover be of vaſt ſervice to us, doch in a de- 
fenſive and offenſive land war, whenever Our 
neighbours hall be diſpoſed to diſturb us. For 
in this caſe, they could not be furniſhed with 
ſupplies by ſea; for their operations by land, with- 
out a very powerful fleet, and this would be ex- 
poſed to many accidents by ſea and land, in the 
courſe of a tedious cruiſe ; and beſides, while thei; 
fleet was employed in one of the two ſeas, ours 
might be diſpatched into the other, and attack 
them at — 09 on their own coaſt, where they 
ſhould be leaſt aware of an- invaſion, and oblige 
them to recal, and unite the main body of their 
forces for their own defence. 

The fame and awe of this very fleet, under the 
bins: of a body of troops ready to embark, 
were they but from 12 to 1 50 men, would al- 
ſo deter any other nation, how potent ſoever it 
might be, from moleſtin g our flotas, galeons, and 
other trade, and LOT ar then fail lafe to all 


&s „„ 


for. fear of the pirates of Salle, Algiers, Sr 1 — 


from Barbary, it would be faffigent for this ſer- 
vice to ſtation ſome frigates out of the ſaid flect in 


both ſeas, with the galleys in the Mediterranean, | 


in the ſhape that ſhall afterwards be propoſed... 
„ x no £6 5, 9 v4 by 
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In order to diſturb the illicite trade of other na- 
tons in our Indies, and particularly on the coaſt 
of the gulph of Mexico, and others in the northern 
ſea, may be commiſſioned out of the ſame fleet 
ſour ſmaller ſhips of the line, and four frigates, 
half of them to replace the ſquadron, called the 
windward” fleet, which regularly conſiſts of two 
middling, and one or two ſmall ſhips ; and the 
other half for thoſe parts, where this injurious traf- 
fck ſhall ſo prevail. Theſe ſhips ought almoſt 
to be relieved from time to time by others out of 
the fleet, that by this means they may keep up 
their compliment of able-bodied ſailors, as it is 
prudent to do. For it 1s well known, that by 


India, the number of hands is reduced, and the 
reſt in ſome meaſure fall off from their militar 
| ſpirit, being corrupted by the eaſe and luxury of 
| thoſe provinces, To theſe conſiderations we may 
add others, for having a conſiderable maritime 
force in Spain, that they will ſerve at the ſame time 
to chaſtiſe the inſolence of the African corſairs at 
ſea, or to attack them in their own country at 


ſhall make prize of a ſufficient number of Moors 
and Turks, to redeem the captive chriſtians, and 
fave the ene it now coſts us for their redem 
tion. Their captures will be alſo fewer, when 
we have a fleet well employed. 

And alſo to ſupport and facilitate any capital 
expedition. 1 upon the coaſt of Africa, in caſe it ſhall 
be thought proper to engage in them, at ſuch 


is certain, that it would be raſh and dangerous to 


being detained ſome years in the ſeas 118 ports of 


proper times; and by this and other means we 


times as we are better provided for them; for it 


undertake it at any time without the ſupport of 
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25, or 30 good men of war, and 12 or 15 gal. 
leys, as well to ſecure the communication with 
Spain for convoys of proviſions and reinforcements, 
as to prevent all ſuccour by ſea, not ſo much from 
an apprehenſion of their own maritime force in 
Barbary, as the great aſſiſtance they may receive 
from the Ottoman empire, as we have experienced 
on {ſeveral occaſions. 

As allo to maintain the intereſts of his majeſty 
in Italy, which cannot be done with land forces, 
for at ſuch times their march does not appear prac- 
ticable, being to croſs the Pyrenees, France, the 
Alps, and perhaps the Appennine ; and even ſhould 
it happen, what is not to be ſuſpected, that his 
majeſty ſhould have juſt cauſe to employ his arms 
in France, 20000 men ſupported by a fleet, either 
in the ocean, or the Mediterranean, would, I am 
_ perſuaded, be more ſerviceable, than 40000 with- 

Out it. | 

To take alſo ſatisfaction for any injuſtice the ma- 
ritime powers may do ys z if at any time they ſhall 
preſume upon it, notwithſtanding we have a pow- 
erful fleet, which is ſeldom: the caſe ; for uſually 
they attack only princes, that have not a fuff- 
. cient maritime force, many inſtances of which, 
we read in the hiſtory of France, in the inſults 

and depredations it experienced from the Engliſh 
in the times that kingdom was without a fleet; 
and which it was obliged to bear with, and diſſem- 
ble, becauſe it could not, for want of one, take 
revenge upon ſuch affronts; inconveniencies, which 
other nations lying upon the ſea, have alſo ſuffered 
for the ſame reaſon : and laſtly, that his majeſty 
may be reſpected, and feared by all princes, repub- 
| licks and ſtates, and at the ſame be courted for his 
alliance, 
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lance, friendſhip and protection, which will ne- 
yer happen by land forces alone, even when they 
are very numerous. For what concern can it be 
to the maritime powers of the North, that ſhall 
attempt to diſtreſs, and injure us in our trade, or 
to the princes of Italy, where the king ought to 
maintain his intereſt, or even to the Algerincs s, and 
other ſtates of Barbary, that we have a hundred, 
or two hundred thouſand ſoldiers in Spain, wh $59 
we want a fleet, which 1s neceſſary, to tranſport 
the troops, and favour the operations of the cam- 
paign? But ſhould we not be willing to engage in 
any conſiderable foreign expeditions, a maritime 
force would be wanted to do ourſelves juſtice, and 
take ſatisfaction even at ſea. All theſe motives and 
conſiderations, in my opinion, ſhew, that we have 


not hitherto obſerved a due proportion between our 
fleets and land armies, as all our proviſions for 


| both theſe intereſting points ought to walk hand 


in hand; for we ſee many regiments, and but a 
few ſhips. As to this diſproportion, and the means 
to regulate both theſe forces, they ſhall be treated 
upon in the following chapter. 


CHAP. LXVI. 


of the proportion which ought to be obſerved between 
| the land and ſea forces; and what ſhould be the 
number of each ; of the royal revenue, with ſome 


conſideratious upon paying off the debts upon it, 


and for the eaſe vf the people. 
75 che foregoing chapter have VR a the 


rincipal motives, and even the neceſſity there 
i for this kinzdom to be well armed by iy; and 
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be preſerved. In the late reduction of the troop; 


they have ſerved rather by land than ſea. 


are capable of ſerving in the garifons, and actual- 


would not at this time make up, perhaps, a mo- 


0 oe HO ip ET 2 
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ſuch as the conſtitution of this monarchy demands, 


Ul 
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as it is no leſs requiſite to be ſo by land, it will be 
proper to enquire into, and determine the propor- 
tion the two powers ought to have to one another, 
and the whole number of each, together with 
the ſtate of the funds. | 

In the preſent proportion of the land and fea 
forces to each other, I obſerve an inequality, tha MW { 
is, in my opinion, very injurious to his majeſty', 
ſervice, both of them being in extremes, and ve- 
ry remote from that equilibrium, which ought to 


which our preſent tranquillity gave occaſion to, we | 
kept ſtill in pay an army of 73000 men, together 
with the officers, both of the horſe and foot, ex- | 
cluſive of thoſe in half pay of both ſorts, and alſo 
many of ſuperior rank in the gariſons; nor is there 
reckoned in this number the 3ooo in five regi- 
ments of marines,even though for ſome years paſt, 


Pi, __ — ds ©A% —_—_ | 


The above mentioned 73000 men conſiſt of 
$9000 foot, (including 2000 invalids, that out of 
the 5000, which is the whole number of them, 


ly do it) and 14000 horſe and dragoons. At the 
ſame time I apprehend, that all our ſhips of war 


N 0 n Sat 1 % fr Sc. can 


derate ſquadron ; a diſproportion, it is manifeſt, 
that cannot fail of being very injurious to his ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, and the intereſt of the publick ; and 
that the overplus of the land forces, would make 
up in a great meaſure the deficience of the marine. 
To preſerve a due proportion between both, and 


and is requiſite to inſure-the great advantages al- 
ready pointed out, I am of opinion, we ſhould in 
. . , * ö | 2 7 time 
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time of peace keep up a fleet of fifty ſhips of the 
line, from fifty to one hundred guns, including 
thoſe, that are to be employed in the navization 
of the Indies, and in thoſe ſeas to prevent the il- 
licit trade; and twenty frigates more, from ten, 
to forty guns, for ſervices that ſhall hereafter be 
ſpecified ; in all ſeventy men of war. 

As to galleys, I think, under the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of the monarchy, eight ſeem to be 
ſufficient, or an addition of two to what we have 


already, with fix galeots, that are of great uſe and 


ſervice in the Mediterranean againſt pyrates, who 
with ſmall row veſſels very much infeſt our coaſts, 
and the commerce from port to port. However 
in the ſpring the galcots might be prudently in- 
creaſed to twelve, conſidering the charge of the 
whole rites no higher than that of a ſeventy or 


eighty gun ſhip. 


In reſpect to the land forces, 60000 men with 


the officers, will be a ſufficient number; 50000 


| foot, (including 2000 invalids, capable of ſerving 


in the gariſons) and 10000 horſe, both for the 


continent of Spain, the iſlands in the Mediterra- 
nean, and the African gariſons, which would be 


allowing a thouſand foot for every ſhip of the line; 
and by this reform, would be ſaved the charge of 
9000 foot, and 4000 horſe. 


Though an army of 60000 men, and a fleet 


of fifty ſhips of the line, with twenty frigates, are 


a very conſiderable force, it is to be conſidered, 
that each company of foot uſually falls ſhort forty 
men of its compliment, and of horſe and dragoons 
thirty, as it is the caſe at this time; but upon any 
emergence, it will be caly in a few months to 
make an augmentation of 15 or 16000 men, and 
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incorporate them in the old regiments, under the 
veteran officers, as we have done upon ſome occa- 
ſions; and it is practiſed by all other powers, with. 
out raiſing any new regiments or companies, or 
putting other officers in commiſſion. With this 
reinforcement his majeſty would have an army of 
5 5000 men, when there ſhould be occaſion for 
their ſervice in war, or upon any other emergence, 
and to maintain them would be practicable without 
prejudice to the fleet, which would be neceſſary at 
the ſame time. And if, after both theſe force; 
have been once ſettled uponthis plan, and funds are 
appropriated for them, in a way that ſhall be after- 
wards pointed out, there ſhould be reaſon to vary 
from it, either by increaſing or reducing the num- 
bers, as his majeſty ſhall judge proper, this ſhould, 
I think, be done in ſuch a manner, as to preſerve 
_ conſtantly the proportion, which his majeſty has 
determined they ſhall bear to each other, that 
there may never happen again the extreme and 
injurious inequality which we now find; unless 
ſome particular circumſtances require us to aug- 
ment, or continue one of them more or leſs in 
number than the other. In ſuch a caſe, it will 
always be policy todepart froman eſtabliſhed rule, 
and ſubmit to any extraordinary emergence, which 
makes it reaſonable to do ſo. 

The other proportion, I hinted at, is of no lels 
importance than this, as it provides, that the land 
and ſea forces be regularly ſupplied with all neceſ- 
ſaries for their preſervation, diſcipline and good 
order ; a principal means to obtain ſucceſs, and 
have his majeſty well ſerved. Hence it ought to 
bs our firſt care, after the marine and land army 


have been properly adjuſted to each ney 
3 ; an 


* 8 
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and proviſion made for all the other neceſſary de- 
mands of the ſtate, that certain and ſufficient funds 
be appropriated for thoſe forces, as it is done b 

all princes of Europe, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt. By this meaſure Spain will always have 


her armies well ſupplied, diſciplined, and in ſplen- 


dor, without oppreſſing the ſubject, if due care 
be taken at the fame time to eaſe the people dur- 
ing peace, when it may be done, and gradually 
diſcharge the debts of the treaſury, which have 
been contracted by the extraordinary charges of 
war. For if the revenues be clear from any in- 
cumbrance, and the people recover themſelves b. 
the happy influences of peace, and a reduction of 
the taxes, the prince will have it in his power to 
employ the entire produce of thoſe funds, together 
with new ſubſidies, which his people thus relieved 
will raiſe liberally, to anſwer the extraordinary de- 


| mands of a war, in caſe they ſhould be found ne- 


ceſſary. While on the other hand, if the whole 


| amount of the revenues be expended in the time 


of peace, no debts paid off, and the ſame heavy 
load of taxes, which the ſubject groaned under 
during the war, be continued, it is certain, the 
prince would be under an inability to ſupport him- 
elf, ſhould war break out afreſh ; and be alſo 
little reſpected, and lets feared by other powers, 
as they would fee him deſtitute of thoſe reſerves 


of ſtrength, which are made by proper indulgen- 


ces in times of peace, and the freſh ſupplies, which 
his ſubjects would have been able to raiſe for him, 


had they been favoured and relieved in due time; 


and rival powers will no doubt take great pleaſure 


in ſeeing him imprudently ſquander away in time 
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of peace, what ought to have been ſaved, as a re. 


ſerve for the extraordinary exigencies of a new 
war. 


Purſuant to this prudent maxim, I am to ob- 


ſerve, that the proportion I recommended for the | 


navy, neither was, nor ought to be made with an 
intent, that all the fifty ſhips of the line, and 
twenty trigates, be conſtantly in commiſſion, and 
employed in peace. It is by no means natural to 
imagine, there would be any necefiity for this 
conſtant and heavy expence ; nor do other powers 
act ſo. The prudential part is to put ſo many 
of the ſaid ſhips and frigates into commiſſion, as 
ſhould be neceſſary for the regular convoys of our 
flotas, galeons, and other ſhips in the navigation 
of the Indies, to relieve and keep up the wind- 
ward fleet or ſquadron, and the other ſhips ſta- 
tioned toreſtrain the illicit trade upon the coaſts of 
America, and for the protection of the coaſt of 
Spain in both ſeas, with the joint aſſiſtance of row 
veſſels in the Mediterranean, and alſo to preſerve 
a communication between Spain and the African 
gariſons, and the iflands, for the tranſport of 
troops, ſtores, proviſions, and other ſuccours. 
From the general apprehenſion and practice of 


other nations, the ſhips moſt proper for this ſer- 


vice, are from twenty to ſixty guns incluſive ; and 
I am perſuaded that moſt part of the ſhips of ſixty 
guns and under, in the ſuppoſed fleet, would be 
actually in fervice. But the reſt, or thoſe that 
would not be thus employed, as well of the ſaid 
rates, as the larger ſhips from ſeventy guns and 
upwards incluſive, and the ſmall frigates, ought 
to be diſarmed, and laid up in ports that have a 


good bottom, and other circumſtances favouring | 


their 
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their preſervation, and where there are ſufficient 
and diſtinct magazines, to receive, and depoſite the 
artillery, carriages, wood, arms, fails, rigging, 
and every other thing uſually taken out of the 


hall of ſhips upon ſuch occaſions, both to fave 


the wages, proviſions, and other charges unneceſ- 
ſary at thoſe times, and for the better preſervation 


of all the ſtores. Nor is it credible, ſuch prudent 


economy can weaken the government, it rather 
confirms, and increaſes its power by thele reſerves 
of ſtrength. For it 1s certain, that ſhips laid up 
and well preſerved, with magazines ready at hand 
to arm, and fit them out again with all expedition 
upon any emergence, would ſtrike more awe and 
terror into the rival powers, than if they were al- 


ways in commiſtion, and at a conſiderable and 


unneceſſary expence ; eſpecially when we reflect, 
that by relieving the crews of thoſe ſhips, employ- 
ed in the vaſt navigation of the Indies, and other 
voyages abovementioned, his majeſty would al- 
ways have in Spain a ſufficient number of ſkilful 
officers and ſeamen, not only to mann the ſhips in 
that repeated navigation, but alſo for thoſe laid up, 
when it ſhould be neceſſary to put them in com- 
miſſion ; and this reſerve of our maritime forces 
appears to me of equal importance with thoſe I 
recommended for the eaſe of the people,and clear- 
ing the revenue of all incumbrances. 


Nor would it be ſtrange, in caſe any of the light 


frigates, ſettees, pinks, and other ſmall craft of 
the fleet be not actually in ſervice, either in 


peace or war, that his majeſty ſhould hire out 


ſome of them upon freight, in order that his ſub- 
jets might fit them out as privateers, or trade 
with greater ſecurity, after proper inyentories, 

1 bonds, 
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bonds, and articles are drawn, in the ſame man. 
ner as Lewis XIV. is well known to do with the 
fitters out of privateers, and which may be ſeen 
under tit. 3.11b. 22. of the ordinances of the French 
marine, collected together in the year 16*9, where 
we find at large the pr-cautions and conditions, 
upon which the like ſhips of his moſt chriſtian 
majeſty were to be put into priva e hands, to be 
made priva eers. One of the conditions is, that 
one third part of the captures or prizes ſhould he 
for the uſe of his royal revenue, as owner of the t 
ſhip ; another third part for thoſe that ſhould fit t 
them out, and be at the charge of ammunition, pro- 
viſions, &c. and the remaining third part to the 
officers, ſoldiers, mariners, and the reſt of the 
ſhip's crew. From ſuch a meaſure many conſi- 
derable advantages accrued ; the principal of which 
were, that it was a means to augment the number 
of ſeamen, and keep them employed, to diſtreſs 
the enemy in their trade with an advantage to 
his own people, and render that of his own ſub- 
jects more ſecure, by ſcouring the ſeas, and bene- 
fit the royal revenue by a third part of the prizes 
for the hire of the ſhips, that are thus employed, 
and not ſuffered to lie uſeleſs, and rot in a har- 
bour. It is alſo my opinion, that no ſmall profit 
would accrue to the royal revenue by hiring to 
private traders ſome ſhips from fifty to ſixty guns, 
which are from 600 to 800 tons burthen, for the 
trade in the flotas and galeons ; for by a ſingle 
voyage each ſhip would gain ſufficient to build 
another of the ſame bulk. I. 
I have in my eye many examples and authorities 
to ſupport the prudent œconomy and regulations 
propoſed in this chapter, eſpecially in France, 
England, 
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England, and Holland, where at the ſame time, 
they labour to enlarge, and make their commerce 
flouriſh, and by its ſupplies to augment the reve- 
nue, and the number of the inhabitants; ſo that 


if war break out afreſh, they will be enabled, 


without ruining themſelves, to repeat the vigorous 
efforts we have ſeen them make for forty years 
paſt, and which have amazed Europe. | 

Theſe and many other reaſons evince, that ex- 
pences during peace, ſhould be proportioned to 
the revenue, without abandoning alſo that impor- 
tant conſideration of paying off the debts upon it, 
though it be by a little at a time, and as much as 
the indiſpenſible demands of the government allow 
| of, and not forgetting to afford ſome relief to the 
people, which his majeſty has already done, by 
annihilating ſome, and reducing other taxes, as 
we have already ſeen in chap. 19. and who out of 


his great piety and inclination to do it farther, has 


appointed by his royal decree, a chamber of mi- 
niſters out of the councils of Caſtile, and the 
finances, (a) to conſider of, and ſuggeſt other ways 
to effect it, that are practicable, and do not inter- 
fere with other preſſing demands of the ſtate, not 
only as to the taxes themſelves, but the form of 
collecting them, with due regard to the privileges 
granted to the peaſants, and every other article that 
can contribute to the eaſe of his good ſubjects ; 
the importance of which he is pretty well con- 
vinced of, as this matter has merited the firſt 


(a) Theſe conferences, and the pious intentions of his majeſty, oc» 
caſioned the royal inſtruction and ordinance publiſhed March 1 3, 
1725, which comprehends ſixteen articles, all of them ter ding to 
the relief of the people, eſpecially in thoſe points that are treated on 
in this paragraph. 


care 
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care of his majeſty. All theſe things at the ſame 
time tend to the benefit of commerce, for the req. 
ſons that have been already given in other chap- 
ters. 

It will be alſo very prudent, after having regu- 
lated and appropriated ſufficient funds for the in- 
diſpenſible charges of the monarchy, that no ad- 
dition to the troops, ſhips, &c. be at any time pro- 
poſed, or reſolved, without providing before hand, 
and ſecuring a fund for the new expences, and 


being under a temptation to break in upon what has 


been appropriated to other important uſes, for by this 


we unhinge and deſtroy the benefit of thoſe already 


ſettled. This juſt and prudent rule is obſerved in 
all well governed kingdoms and ſtates, that there 
may not happen a deficience in any of them, which 
uſually occaſions a ſeries of perplexities, clamours, 


and other evils, and is a conſiderable injury to the 


ſervice of the prince, the troops, and all parties 


concerned, and often throwing things into confu- 


ſion, produces very lamentable effects. 


CHAP. LXVI. 


The dimenſions, tonnage, and number of guns 
of ſome men of war built in Spain, the Indies, 
France, England, and Genoa ; and the rules of 
the Spaniards, French, Fngliſh and Dutch, in 
regard to their ſailors and marines, 


N the collection of the laws of the Indies, and 
ſome other books, there are inſtructions and 
directions for building ſhips ; and we have plans 
drawn up lately by lieutenant-general Don Antonio 
Gaſtaneta, and approved by his majeſty, in the 
| | years 
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years 1713, and 1720. Though both theſe 
ſchemes met with oppoſition from the variety of 
opinions uſual upon ſuch occaſions, and the diſa- 
greement between kingdoms in this article, which 
not only differ from one another in their rules, but 
even from themſelves in practice, we ought to 
prefer the plan laid down by this general for his 
majeſty's ſhips of war, both from his great expe- 
rience in navigation, and his {kill in naval archi- 
tecture, acquired both by theory and practice; 
and purſue it at leaſt till his majeſty ſhall think 
proper to preſcribe another: In each of theſe 
plans are expreſſed the particular dimenſions and 
other circumſtances, that ought to be obſerved in 
building men of war and merchant ſhips ; how- 
ever, J have determined to give the dimenſions, 
number of guns, and men of a ſhip, built after 
the rules practiced in Cantabria, and alſo of ſome 
others built in France, England, Genoa, and Cam- 
peche, within the laſt five and twenty years ; and 
at the ſame time ſay ſomething of our old method 
of building; that as we obſerve the great diſagree- 
ment already mentioned, by comparing our own 
rules with thoſe of foreigners, we may be moſt 
likely to diſcover the beſt and fafeſt plan. This 
account 1s taken with great care from the papers 
drawn up at Cadiz in the year 1718, by ſome 
officers of his majeſty, of great experience in the 
ſea ſervice, who made a very particular ſurvey of 
theſe and the reſt of the ſhips and frigates of his 
majeſty's fleet that year. The extracts which 1 
have taken from this memorial, are as follows. 


The 
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| The SAINT LEWIS. 
Built in Cantabria in the year 171 5. 
A Third Rate. 
Spaniſh cubits. Inches. 
Length by the tread of the keel 60 = | 
Length on the gundeck - — 7o 8 
Breadth on the beam 18 
Depth - — 9 7 
Main tack — 8 
— Gn LE I 
Tons 832. | 


 Pounders. Guns. 


The loweſt tier TY 18 26 
'The ſecond tier 55 26 


JJJͤͥͤ 


— —— 


Total of guns 60 | 


It is to be obſerved, that in manning ſhips of 


war atCadiz, they neither obſerve the old cuſtoms 
of Spain, nor yet that of the French, Englith, or 
Dutch, and therefore I ſhall give each of them 


diſtinctly. 
The number of hands on board the ſhips of 
the Spaniſh flect in general, was after the rate of 


26 ſailors and 26 marines to a hundred tons. But 


in the Capitana and admiral's ſhip, after the rate 
of 28 of each ſort to a hundred tons; and upon 


account of the ſignals a hundred hands more, viz. 


50 ſailors, and 50 marines, were added to the 


compliment of each ſhip, agreeable to ſeveral 


royal ordinances made between the year 1677, 


Tg 


and 1682, 
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To a ſhip of 60 guns were allow- 


ed as many gunners, and X 75 gunners. 
fourth more, making in all 3) 


There was added a fourth of this 


number 75, viz. 18 ſea oi 18 ſea officers, 


cers, Which make — 
There were ſailors equal in num-) 
ber to both theſe ſums, and av 111 ſailors, 
fifth more, or * 5 
Boys equal to a third 35 2 the 
ailors, or 2 37 boys. 


Sat > 


Total 241 


Totheſe 241 mariners were added 


241 marines, 
the ſame number of marines, 5 4 


Both ſums, in which their officers | 3 
are included, make e PO 


The compliment of a French man of war is 


three men, a gunner, a marine, and a failor, to 
eyery four pounder. 


V Pounder, [25 
To an 6 7 
To a — 12 — 910 | 
Toan — 18 „ 


2043 - 44 V 
WO 5 
do that a ſhip of ſixty guns, viz. 
the Saint Lewis, which mount- 
ed 26 eighteen pounders, 26 
twelve pounders, and 8 ſix 
pounders, according to this 
rate, has for her compliment 


560 hands 


The 


— — 
r * works age ' - 


Sp A N . r . = —_ CR EI: — 3 3 
. 1111 naey eNs E SRen 5 n= . Bien? > Ih ens Bol I es. — | 
— - 8 4 Y — 8 1 + l 
er, 4 : 
— — 2 of 
— — — "> — — r — 3 IN wh — rye n — — = S nn. D 
. . ha d . = l — © — — 2 — — — . — ID 


366 The Turokr and PRAcrieg 
The Engliſh and Dutch ſay, they 


have a man leſs than the 

French to every gun, ſo that 5oo hands, 
their compliment of a ſixty gun 
. ſhip muſt be after this rate 
A Spaniſh ſhip's compliment 
Pi, ſixty jo of = F - $482 
French — — — 560 
Engliſh and Dutch - = goo . 


A diſtinct liſt of the officers, ſailors, marines, 
&c. making up the 500 hands, which according 


bands, 


to the cuſtom of Spain, were allowed to a ſixty | 


gun ſhip, including fifteen ſwobbers, that were 
not reckoned in the 482 ; becauſe the full com- 


pliment was ſhipped according to the rate of the 


men of war, independant of theſe; there having 


been a reform made in reſpect to the number of 


marines, which before made up half the ſhip's 
crew, that they might be reinforced with troops 
in caſe of their making any invaſion aſhore ; but | 


as engagements at ſea are now decided by great 


guns, failors are fitteſt for this ſervice. 


OUPERIOR 
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SUPERIOR OFFICERS. 


Captain — 1 
Lieutenants= = 3 0 5 
Enſigns - — 
Chaplain - - 15 
Secretary = — 0 4 
Surgeon and Mate- 2 


SEA OFFICERS. 


Maſter —- IN 
Pilate de Altura 11 
Coaſting Pilot I | 
Pilotines — 2 
Maſter's Iſt and 2d Mate 2 \ 41 
Armourers — 2 
Carpenter and Mate 2 | 
Alguacil of water 15 
Diver — - 1 | 
Quarter maſters. - 8 
ARTILLERY OFFICERS. . 
Conſtable and Mate '2 1 f 
Gunners - - 46 7 | 
Gunſmith — = I 
MARINE Rs. 
Quarter gunners— 75 
Sailors V 1 | 
Boys — — 5 309 | 
Sweepers „ Ig 
MARIN ESG. 
Cadets, or guards marines 8 
Serjeants _ 1 
Corporals F Ic 155 
Marines — 120 | 


Total of the ſhip's crew 500 men, 
To 
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To theſe 500 men are appropriated 509 ratios, 
or allowances per day, in conſideration that 6 fa- 
tios are aſſigned to the captain of every large ſhip, 
and to the cadets or guards marine, during any 
expedition half a ratio extraordinary. So that 
theſe multiplied by 30, the number of days in a 
month make 15270 ratios. : Eds 


The following articles make up a thouſand ! 
ratios. — 


Biſcuit = - 11 Quintals, 25 Pounds. 
Wine - - 46 Arrobs, 7 Azumbres, 
Bacon . - 1 Quintal, 9+ Pounds. 
V 1 Quintal, 46 Pounds, 
Bacallao - 86 Pounds, DS, 
Cheeſe — - £54 Pounds, 
Butter — - I Quintal, 25 Pounds, 
„„ 1 Arrob, 2 Pounds, 
Vinegar - - 1 Arrob, 4 Azumbres. 
Wood — — 15 Quintals. 
Water = 125 Arrobs. 

Salt * 1 Celemin. 


In the 3o ratios, or day-allowances, are in- 
cluded the following articles for every thouſand. 


White Biſcuit - 22 4 Pounds. 
Mutton - 10 Pounds. 


Fowls - = 24 Fowls. 
Eggs — 230 Eggs. 5 
Raiſins = - 2 Pound 10 Ounces. 
Almonds —- = 2 + Pounds, 
Sugar = 14.4 Ounces, 
Charcoal - 15 Pounds. 
8 


| 
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The ſhip, NES TRA SENORA DE BEGONA, 
Built at Genoa, in the year 1703. 


Fourth Rate. 5 
| : Cubits. 

Length by the tread of the keel 6232 
Length on the gun deck 2 IS 
Breadth on the beam — 204 
Depth - — = 9 
Main tack — — 1 20 
Quarter deck — - . 19 
Tons 905 
Men 8 

. Metal. Guns. 
Lower tier 24 Pounders 10 
Ditto | = 12 
Upper tier 8 23: 
Forecaſtle 6 8 
Stern chaſe 8 2 


Total of n 54 


The ſhip, Nuxs TRA SExNORA DE GvabaLUrr. 
Built at Campeche in the year 1702. 


. Fourth Rate. 


Length by the tread of the keel 3 7 
Length on the gundeck S 


Breadth on the beam - 174 
8 + Op 

Mann tack 8 — - 172 j 
Quarter deck = . 10% | 
Tons „ ö 

Men 358 


R Vor. I. B b Lower 
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Lower tier 18 Pounders 22 
| Upper tier | 8 20 
{ Forecaſtle | 4 and 6 = 


Total of guns Is 


N. B. In the memorial it is mentioned, 
that notwithſtanding this ſhip was ſeven- 


teen years old, it might ſtill be fit for 


ſervice twelve or fourteen years more, on 
account of the goodneſs of the timbers. 


The HrRMIONE Frigate. 
Built at Breſt in the year 1702. 
Fourth Rate, 


 Cubit, 
Length by the tread of the keel = 60 


Length on the gun deck - 64 


7 Breadth on the beam — - 10 
ö Depth . — — 7 
} Main tack — — — 10 
ij Quarter deck - 2 155 
| Tens 80 

0 Men 300 
q | Rs | Metal. | | | Guns 
1 Lower tier - $8 Pounders 224 
| og net 
| : Forecaſtle 3 e e 
Total of guns 52 
| : 


e 7... 
| | 8 
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The St. Jos PH, Frigate. 
Built in England in the year 1704. 


Fifth Rate. 
Cubits. 
Lach by the tread of the keek = 4 
Length on the gun deck - 524 
Breadth on the beam = - 144 
Depth ES” - Ws 2 
Main tack = - 25 14 
Quarter deck - 124 
Tons 338 — 
Men 199; 
. Metal. uns. 
Tier of guns 6 Pounders © 22 
Forecaſtle 3 | 4 


Total of guns 26 


The ſhip, CoN DE DE Toros a. 
Built at Toulon. 
Third Rate. 


Cubits. 
Length by the tread of the keel «Wo 
Length on the gun deck 75 
Breadth on the beam — - 20 
Depth = » = 5 — 1 
| Main tack 3 * - 1 92 
_ - Quarter deck „ 187 
Tons N i e 
Metal. „uns.“ 
| Lower tier 1 Pounders WE ip 1 
——Epper ter 12 22 
Forecaſtle 3 10 


Total of guns 56 
B b 2 ENGLISH 


* 
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ENGLISH PACKET, or Advice Ship. 
Built in England. 
| ET Cubits. Inches, 
| Length by the tread of the keel 24 
Length on the gun deck 282 


Breadth on the beam pe” 10 
Depth | — - 1 
Main tack — DIM Fo | 
Quarter deck EE LET 
'Tons 102 „ 
Men 82 
Metal. Guns. 


3 Pounders 10 


The ſhip, the CoN ulis TA DOR. 
Built in England. 


Third Rate. 

g | Cubits, 
= Length by the tread of che keel - v4 
= Length on the gun deck >. 
[ Breadth on the beam 2 2 182 
Depth = - - -- 06 
A - 184 
Carter deck = + 5 
=—_— 0. 5 

Men 530 5 
J :. © | Suns. 
Lower tier 18 Pounders 286 
Upper tier =— 28 
Forecaſtle 8 5 10 


Total of guns 64 


CHAP 
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CHAP. LXVIII. 


An account of the tonnage, &c. which the men of 
war in the royal navy of Spain are uſually 
found to have, A lift of ſhips contained in ſome 
Spaniſh, French, Engliſh and Muſcovite fleets, or 
ſquaarons of war, ſince the year 1700. General 
remarks upon the practice of Holland, Sueden, 
Denmark and other nations, | 


1ſions, tonnage, number of guns, and the 


built within the laſt five and twenty years in Spain 
and other kingdoms ; as alſo how much nations 
differ from one another in their rules of naval 
architecture. As then we find ſo great a diſagree- 
ment in the plans, not only of different ages, but 


it not amiſs to ſet down ſome, though it be but 


a general account of the tonnage which the ſeveral. 
rates of Spaniſh men of war have been found to 


have for many years paſt; as alſo the general rules 
that have been obſerved of late years by nations 
the moſt powerful and {kilful at ſea, as well in 
regard to this point, as the number and rate of 


ſhips, which their fleets or ſquadrons uſually 
conſiſt of, together with light frigates, fire ſhips, 


bomb veſſels, and other ſmall craft. 

In chapter 43, I have already cited a ſtatute of 
the year 1478, in which their catholick majeſties 
were pleaſed to ſettle annual penſions upon ſuch, 

| Bb 3 as 


HE foregoing chapter contains the dimen. 


compliment of hands in certain ſhips of war, 


alſo of kingdoms from each other, I have thought 


CO ne Ae a 
— — — — 


— —— . ——— r ai — 
— 8 P 
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as ſhould build and employ ſhips from fix hun. 
dred to a thouſand tons. Hence we find in that 
diſtant age they ſet a value upon, and eagerly 
ſought after veſſels of this burthen, which now 
are but of a middling built, as they gave a pre- 
mium to encourage the building of ſhips of that 
tonnage ; but we ſee. the ſtate of things much 
changed in the beginning of the ſeventeenth cen- 
tury ; for by the famous convention of Novem- 
ber 22, 1608, between the king and the ſtates of 
the kingdom, upon granting the ſubſidies of the 
Millones, and by this fund providing for a great | 
part of the publick expences of the monarchy, | 
it was ſtipulated that the 500000 ducats, appro- 
priated to the uſe of the navy, ſhould be parti. 


cularly applied to the maintenance of forty ſhips | 
of war, under this condition, that the largeſt 


were not to exceed five hundred tons, the middlin 

ones four hundred, and the ſmalleſt be from 
two hundred and fifty to three hundred tons; 
and it was ſuppoſed that moſt of theſe forty ſhips 
were to be of a middling tonnage, and the com- 
pliment of the whole to conſiſt of 1600 ſailors, 
and 33 50 marines. But at this time a fleet of 


ſhips upon ſuch a plan would be of little ſervice, 


as all the powers of Europe have enlarged the 
built and force of their men of war. For veſſels 
from two hundred and fifty to five hundred tons 
uſually carry, but from twenty to fifty guns, ac- 


cording to the practice of the French, and the 


rules which lieatenant general Don Antonio Gaſ- 


Mats laid down in his plan for building ſhips 
from ten to eighty guns, drawn up in the 
OS. 


Yon 
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Don Joſeph de Veytia, in his guide to the com- 
merce of the Indies, lib. 2. chap. 14, obſerves, 
that in the year 1662, the tonnage of the ſhips, 
that were to be built for galeons, was determined 
to be from five hundred to ſeven hundred tons, a 
little more or leſs. In the ſame chapter it is alſo 
faid, that an order was iſſued out September 19, 
1616, for building by contract ſome galeons of 
fye hundred tons. _— 

That February 14, 1638, another contract was 
made for building twelve galeons of eight hun- 
dred tons each, in the docks of the four towns 
upon the ſea coaſt, and deſtined for the ocean 
fleet, and December 15, 1639, that it was co- 
venanted ro build fix galeons in the docks of 
Cantabria of eight hundred and fifty tons burthen. 
And it appears from ſome looſe memorials, that 
ever ſince there has been but very Ifttle alteration 
made in the proportions or tonnage of Spaniſh 
ſhips for his majeſty's navy, as appears from thoſe, 
that for ſome years paſt have been built in Spain, 
the greateſt part of them being fixty guns, and 
from eight hundred to a. thouſand tons. This 
account agrees in the main with the plan already 
mentioned, which Don Antonio de Gaſtaneta 
preſented in the year 1712, and his majeſty ap- 
proved of his propoſal to build ten ſixty gun ſhips 
at the Havana, and to re-eſtabliſh the little 
ſquadron, that uſually goes under the name of 
the windward- fleet; for their dimenſions were 
determined to be ſixty four cubits by the tread of 
the keel to nine hundred and ſixty three tons, or 
ſixty cubits, to eight hundred tons. And it is 
only in his plan of the year 1720, that the dif- 
ference is ſomewhat more, tor in this he propoſed 


B b "TH a icheme, 
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a2 ſcheme, which his majeſty approved, for build- 
ing ſhips from eighty down to ten guns, allowing 


to thoſe of 80 1534 
| 70 1095 | 
1 43g 
3 \ Guns 1 4 Tons. 
30 | $931] 
S0:1 200 
10) 140. 


In another chapter I ſhall give the beſt account 

1 have been able to procure of that numerous and 

powerful fleet which Philip II. fitted out for the 
invaſion of England. 

To preſent a full view of the rules, and other 
informations, which I hinted at in the beginning 
of this chapter, reſpecting the proportion of ar- 
tillery, ſailors and marines, and the forming of 
fleets and ſquadrons of ſhips of war according to 

the modern practice of ſeveral powers, I ſhall 

here give ſome accounts of their maritime force, 

and begin with the ſquadron or ſmall fleet, which 
his preſent majeſty fitted out in the year 1718, 
for the recovery of the kingdom of Sicily. 

A liſt of the Spaniſh ſhips of war, that failed in 
the year 1718, to recover the kingdom of Sicily, 


Ships. Guns. Men. 
The Royal St. Philip 74 650 
ùL'L¾ĩ 1 550 
St. Iſabel . 40⁰ 

St. Charles 60 440 
Real 60 400 
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Ships. Guas, Men, 
The St. Lewis 60 400 
S t. Ferdinand 60 4.00 
St. John Baptiſt 60 400 
St. Peter 60 400 
Santa Roſa 56 400 
3 50 300 
Eſperanza 456 300 
St. Iſidro 46 300 
Hermiona 44 300 
Porcupine 1 250 
Surpriſe 44 250 
Volante 1 300 
Juno : 30 #0 
Count de Tholouſe 30 200 
Caſtilla De 200 
Galera 30 200 
Eagle 24 240 
St. Franciſco = 8 100 
Little St. Ferdinand 20 140 
Little St. Ihn 20 150 
Tyger 20 100 
Arrow 18 100 
2 Fire-ſhips 
3 Bomb Veſſels 
Total of guns 1188, Men 8130 


Notwithſtanding theſe ſhips from their num- 
| ber might deſerve the name of a fleet, yet they 

can only be reckoned a ſquadron, as moſt of them 
are ſhips of ſmall force, as may be ſeen from the 
liſt of them. Nor muſt we be ſurpriſed at their 
not being of higher rates or force; for a few 
years before finding ourſelves deſtitute of a fleet, 


there 


373 The Turok and PRACTICE 


there were only ten or twelve ſhips built in this 


kingdom of fixty, ſeventy and eighty guns, in 
order to form a navy by degrees, and to convoy 
the flotas and galeons. And as the number was 
not ſufficient to anſwer theſe, and other ſervices, 


more eſpecially ſome expeditions in the Mediter- 


ranean, which prevented our building any more, | 
ſeveral ſhips and frigates were purchaſed from 


foreigners, notwithſtanding ſome of them fell 


ſhort of the contract, and had the other defects, 
which are generally experienced, when we haye 
recourſe to foreigners for ſhips of war. Ever 


one generally keeps the beſt for himſelf, and dif- 


poſes of thoſe, that either from ſome miſchance 
in building, treachery, or other accounts, are of 


- little or no ſervice. And though ſome perſons | 


are convinced, we may guard againſt ſuch in- 
conveniences by employing {kilful perſons to 
ſurvey them before we purchaſe; it ſhould he | 
confidered, that all the defects do not ſhew them- |} 
ſelves in this kind of ſcrutiny, and it uſually hap- 


_ pens that ſome eſcape the ſurveyor, and are diſ- 


covered or experienced ſome time after in the 
ſevere trials of the ſea. It is moreover certain, 


that ſhips of the ſame built, rigging and dimen- | 


ſions, will often turn out differently; one will | 
ſail well, another very ill; and there are other 
defects that are not to be diſcovered in port, 
and often nat at fea, unleſs it be in a long na- 
vigation, when they come to feel the ſtreſs of | 


hard gales of wind from every point of the com- | 


paſs. Therefore the owners of ſhips of war and 
merchant men, who on theſe occaſions come to 
a true knowledge of the perfections or defects 


of every one of their ſhips, uſually lay out for 


2 and 
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and embrace all opportunities of getting rid of 


thoſe that are found unfit for ſervice, either by 


ſelling or bartering them ; and it muſt be pre- 


ſumed, that one power is ſeldom, if ever, in- 


clined to ſell another, or even a private trader, 
his good ſhips, it is manifeſtly very much for our 
intereſt on all accounts to encourage and ſecure 
the building of a ſufficient number of ſhips in our 


own docks, and to work up the good materials 
which Spain abounds with. 


A liſt of the French fleet, which under the 
command of the admiral and Count de Tholouſe 
gained a victory over the united fleets of England 


and Holland in the year 1704. 


Vanguard, or white and blue diviſion. 


Ships. Guns. Men. 
L' Eclatant 60 400 
L' lite 8 380 
St. Philip, V. A. 00-- 700 
L' Heureux 70 450 
Le Rubin 56 330 
L' Arrogant | „ 1 
Le Marquis 60 350 
Le Content 70 450 
F 88 8oo 
L'Intrepide 84 500 
L' Excellent „ 350 
Le Sage 54 330 
L'Ecueil . 380 
Le Magnifique, R. A, 86 630 
Le Monarque 84 600 
La Perle 54 300 


Center 2 


380 


Ships. 


Loe Furieux 


Le Vermandois 
Le Lis 
L' Etonnant, V. A. 


L' Orgueilleux 


L' Eſperance 

Le Serieux 

Le Fleuron 

Le Vainqueur 
Le Foudroyant, Adm. 


Le Terrible 


L' Entreprenant 


La Fortune 


Le Parfait 


Le Magnanime, R. A. 


Le Sceptre 
Le Fendant 


La Zelande 
Le St. Louis 


» 


IL Admirable, R. A. 


La Couronne 

Le Cheval marin 
Le Diamant 

Le Gaillard 

L' Invincible 


Le Soliel royal, V. A. 
L' Ardent 8 


Le Trident 
Le Coureur 


Le More 
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Center, or white diviſion. 


Guns. 


Rear, or blue diviſion. 
60 


60 


Men, 


350 


350 


660 
7700 
660 
300 
380 
350 


660 


950 
900 
330 
339 
470 
630 
660 
339 


350 
380 


675 


660 


300 


350 
330 
450 
8 50 
4.00 


350 


380 


339 


Le 


1 
228 


Ships. 
Le Tholouſe 

La Triumphante, V. A. 
Le St. Eſprit 

Le Henri 


ole 
L' Hercule 
L' Andromede 
La Diligence 
La Meduſe 
L' Oiſeau 
La Galatie 
La Sibylle 
L' Enflamme 
Le Dangereux 
La Turquoiſe 
Le Croiſſant 
Le Bien-venu 
L' Aigle volante 
L' Eſther 
Le Violeur 
Le Lion 


Frigates. 
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Guns. 
60 


92 
72 
66 


381 
Men. 

380 

750 


490 
400 


Total of guns 3794 Men 25730 : 


Beſides ſome ſmall craft for the uſe and ſervice 


of the flect. 


RO 
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A lit of the, anked fleets of England ind Hol- r 


land, which in the year 1704 engaged with that 


of France in the Mediterranean. 


Hampton Court 70 


Prince George 96 
Shrewyſbur 80 


Leopard — 0 
Bedford 70 


Men. Diviſion. 


Dutch Ships. Guns. 
The Reygerſberg 72 430 
Verce ; 60 350 
5 72 430 
Union 92 60 >ViceAdrairal 
Stadt-Muyden 72 430 | 
(Ren >. $2  -qoo|-. 
Zurick Zee 64 350) 
 Walcheren 70 400) 
e . 
Divenſer 72 430 3 
Vryheyde 94 700 Admiral. 
Biſcaino VF 
72 430 8 
Princeſs Emelia 52 300. 
Seven States 72 4 500 
Vluſſing 54 320 8 
Rotterdam 2 | 
- - Seven Provinces & 8 Rear Admiral 
Guelderland 88 wo) 
Engliſh 5 
The Yarmouth 70 44⁰ 


440 

680 Vice Admiral 

520 of the blue. 

2801 

440 | 
. The 
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Ships. Guns. 
The Barfleur 96 


Britannia 100 


Namur 96 


Or ford 70 


Pembroke 60 
Lenox 70 
Kent 70 
Antelope 50 
Aſſurance 66 
Swallow 0 
Eſſex 70 


Berwick 570 


Canterbury 60 
Ranelagh 80 
Eagle — 


Aſſociation 96 


Cambridge 80 
Panther Ho 


Revenge 70 


Grafton 70 


Newcaſtle 50 


_ Warſpight 570 
Nottingham 60 
»Khnet ,/.:. ' 70 
Burford 70 
Gloceſter 60 


Torbay 80 


Royal Sovereign 100 
Devonſhire 80 
Tyger 50 
Edgar 70 
Switt-ſure 70 


240 
680 


Men. 


6803 


780% 
6803 


440 


365 


440 all. 


Diviſion. 


500 


280 


440 
440 


280. 


440) 


440 


440 


OO 


280} 


= 


440) 


RearAdmiral 


nt 


305 | Vice Admiral 
75 7 of the red, 


"$20 Þr;;« 


of the red. 
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| Star 85 


Ships. Guns. Men. Diviſion, 
The Beſehaler 36 160 Dutch frigate 
Swallow ) 32 bob 
Garland 40 1 4 
Roebuck 40 180 
Tartar 32 266. tis 
Charles galley 32 160 English 
Faulcon 32 160 | Frigates. 
Flamborough 24 120 J« G27 # f. 
Lark 40 I 80 
Swift | Bf © | de 
N of guns 4460 apy 5 Might 
8 pen re arg; 
Vultur 
Firebrand 
Vulcan | 3 
Phenix Engliſh Fire- ſhips. 
Hunter e e 
Griffin 
Lightening 3 
Salamander Dutch Bomb-veſſck 
Carcaſs | 
Terror Loon ia 
_ Comet | Engliſh Bomb : veſſels. 


_ oor f 


Burg 


„ K — — to K . 


5 


for 30 years paſt have laid down and purſued. 
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Ships. | Diviſion. 
The ME 3 ? Dutch Hoſpital Ships. 


The Jefferies 
Princeſs Anne 
Mather Engliſhhoſpital Ships. 


Smyrna 


Notwithſtanding theſe two fleets conſiſted of 58 
ſhips of the line, and eleven frigates, in all 69 
ſhips of war ; while that of France was but 58 
ſhips, including eight frigates, they were beaten and 
diſperſed by the French, after an engagement of 
ſeveral hours off Malaga, in the above year 1704, 
infomuch that they ſuffered no leſs than they had 
done in 1690, when the Engliſh and Dutch fleets 
united, were alſo defeated by that of the French, 
many of their ſhips being ſunk, and others taken. 
Though the Hollanders employed the greateſt part 
of their large ſhips in this fleet, or ſquadron, there 
were but four of them that exceeded 72 guns, and 
none above 94, which ſhews their ſhips of war 
not to be in the general, of ſo large a built and 
force, as thoſe of the French and Engliſh ; which 
powers, during the reign of Lewis XIV. not only 
rivalled each other in the rates and force of their 
men of war, but in theſe reſpects exceeded other 
nations; as we are ſenſible that the ſhips of war 
in Sweden, Denmark, Muſcovy, Venice, and the 
Ottoman empire, are inferior even to the Dutch, 
at leaſt, according to the plan which theſe powers 


Vor. 1 Ce The 
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The Ruſſia fleet, which that prince fitted out in 
„„ . i. ren 


Wo Ships. Guns. il; Mien. 
The Arundel 48 11 320] 
Marlborough 64 452 
A 9 134823 < 
Ingermerland 64 466 2 
Revel 68 5365 
Riga <6 Si 
London 58 335 
| REP). 50 294) 


The St. Michael oy e 18 


Sleitenberg r 8 62 Ao: n 462 b 
i Gabriel: ;.- ß v2 1 6340 | 
© Moſcow OA {4 fn 3 RT 8 
Firme 84 . 165 
Devonſhire 3 — 334 
Warachiel 52 335 
 {Qrigh. i 52 5563514 
The Pearl 1089 $0 "119 329 
Salairel . 339 
Portſmouth TE | OO 3341 
; St. Alexander 70 540 98 
S t. Cataline „F* deb © 
Raphael 52 3 0 
Britain 48 326 
| The e e 198) 
„ .. - :..424; 5; 4 179 © 
Alexander aAd om. 1388-78 
D . 184 9 


St. James on B 4 26s tos MAL 
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The TE 
s e „ 699 1 

n 88 


The Jup iter 5 8 . 
Thad „C 1 * 
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Total 1470 guns 10003 men. 

CHAP. LA. 
Memoirs taken from hiſtorians of great credit, and 
from publick inſtruments preſerved at Madrid, in 


regard to the grand armada, or fleet, which Spain 


fitted out in the reign of Philip II. for Fhe i inva- 
2 of England. 


2 
2 —— 
2 — 2 a — 
— : * 
nN —— why <a 


n 
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Was very deſirous of akin to the laſt chap- 
ter, an accurate liſt of the numerous, and ſtron 
fect, which, by the direction and ordersof Philip II. 
was fitted out in the ports of Spain, and on 
May 19, 1588, ſet fail from Lisbon, to invade 
England. But all my diligence has been inſuffi- 
cient to procure a particular account of the bur- 
then, ordnance, and compliment of the ſeveral 
ſhips of war it conſiſted of. Thus I can only of- 
fer ſome accounts in the general, drawn from hiſ- 
torians of the beſt character, and which may, per- 
haps, enable us to form a tolerable judgment of 
the quality and ſtrength of a naval armament that 
ſo much alarmed Europe, but was quite unſuc- 
ceſsful, on account of the repeated ſtorms it ſuf- 
fered, and which are more fatal in thoſe, than any 
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other ſeas, on account of the many ſands, narrow 
C-c2 channels, j | 
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channels, or bays on the coaſt of England and 
Scotland, whither it ſailed, and was almoſt conti 
nually at war with the four elements, as we are 
aſſured both by Spaniſh and foreign writers. 
Famian D Eſtrade, who with great judgment 
has wrote a hiſtory of the wars of Flanders, tells 
us, in the ninth book of his ſecond decad, there 
were in this naval armament two ſorts of ſhi ps, 


that raiſed admiration, becauſe they were larger 


than had hitherto been ſeen of the kind; the one 


was called a galeaſs, and navigated both with fails 


and oars, 25 was a third broader and longer than 
the reſt of the galleys. Theſe veſſels had both 
artillery and ſmall arms planted in the forecaſtle 
and ſtern, beſides many guns on each ſide of the 
deck, interſperſed between every bank of oars, 
which were farther diſtant from each other than 


they uſually are in other galleys; ſo that they could 


fire equally from every part. 
The other ſort of veſſels was called galeons, be- 
_ e were built ſquare like ſnips, and long 
gallies, but in bulk exceeded both. For a 
—.— . 115 knowledge of this fleet, I refer to the 
account which was tranſmitted the ſame year to 
the duke of Parma, then governor and captain- 
general of Flanders. The moſt material clauſes 
in it are theſe : 


This naval armament conſiſts of 135 largo 
« ſhips, including as well the gallies and galeaſſes, 
« as the ſquare built ſhips of the uſual burthen, 


* and galeons, four of which are larger than the 


« reſt, It comprehends alſo 40 ſmaller veſſels, 
<« for the moſt part tranſports and ſtoreſhips. On 


© board this fleet are five regiments, containing 


18857 


f COMMERCE, &c. 389 
1885 ſoldiers, together with 7449 ſailors and 
« other ſea- faring people, 220 Spaniſh nobility, 
„ 20 volunteers and their fervants, and 620 ec- 
& Cleſiaſticks, &c. for the care of the fick, and 
other offices, the whole number of people on 
board this fleet amounting to 28293 men.“ 


— 
K 


The author adds, that notwithſtanding there be 
no mention of the ordnance and other military 


ſtores, ſome perſons aſſure us, that they have ſeen 


another account at Madrid, ſetting forth, that this 


fleet carried over and above what was neceſſary for 


the compliment of the ſhips, and thoſe that were 
to make a deſcent upon England, fire- arms, and 


ammunition, to ſupply many of the natives of 
England; and that beſides what were on board the 


fleet, the duke of Parma had 26000 foot, and 
looo horſe in Flanders, with tranſports ready to 
embark for England. In the memoirs of this ex- 
pedition it is remarked, that as the Spaniſh ſhips 
were larger and heavier than the Engliſh, the lat- 
ter had in ſome reſpects an advantage over them, 
amidſt the ſand banks, which their ſhips freely 
paſſed over, and other accidents, that were no ob- 
| ſtruction to them, on account of their drawing 
leſs water, and their knowledge of the navigation 
of the coaſt ; but were ſo many additional perplexi- 
ties and dangers to the large veſſels of our fleet, 


eſpecially as our pilots had not the fame {kill as 


theirs in theſe caſes; and which in my apprehen- 
ſion, is only to be acquired by a conſtant naviga- 


tion on the very coaſt,in the bays,and themouth of 


rivers. This is a piece of knowledge navigators 
of ſhips are uſually unacquainted with, let them 
be dexterous and ſkilful, as thoſe of our fleet-cer- 
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tainly were. Noar is this information to be attained 
by maps or charts, eſpecially in reſpect to ſands, 
that uſually ſhift by the force of high ſeas, tides, 
or other accidents. On theſe conſiderations it is 
convenient and neceſſary, whenever it can be at- 
tained, to add to the ſea pilots thoſe which are 
_ uſually called coaſting pilots, who underſtand the 
ports, bars, mouths "of rivers, and other narrow 
Channels which a fleet muſt paſs through; a kind 
of knowledge that is to be acquired by experience 
alone, and without the aid of mathematicks, or. 
the uſe of thoſe inſtruments, that are neceſſary at 

ſea,” Theſe reflections 1 have: been thrown into 
by the forrowful recollection of the terrible havock 
which the Spanith fleet ſuffered in thoſe parts for 
want of good coaſting pilots, though it had on 


board very able ſca-officers. But the great loſs of 


the marquiis of Santa Cruz was not to be repaired; 

for this nobleman, who had been appointed com- 
mander in chief for this expedition, died a few 
months before it could ſet fail from Liſbon. An 
event that gave the utmoſt concern to every body, 


as in this great undertaking there was need of that 
experience, {kill and courage, which even foreign 


hiſtorians allow bim the merit ol. 

Doctor Lewis of Babia, in the third part of his 
papal and catholick hiſtory, publiſhed in 1604, 
ſeventeen years after this unfortunate expedition 
againſt England, obſerves in the chapters 53, and 
54, of the life of Sixtus V. that theSpaniſh fleet carr 


ried 20000 ſoldiers, 9000 ſailors, 2730 pieces of 


cannon, with a quantity of ammunition, proviſion, 
&e. in proportion to their numbers, as alſo a large 
number of ſmall arms, with ammunition for many 
of the natives in England. | 


| Thi 
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This author aſſerts too, that the Engliſh fleet 
amounted to a hundred ſhips, that were lighter 
and eaſier managed than thoſe of Spain. 

Antonio de Herrara, his majeſty's hiſtorian in 
ordinary for the Indies, and Caſtile, in his annals 
of 1608, ſays, lib. 4. chap. 2d. and 4th of the third 
part of his general hiſtory of the world, that this 
fleet conſiſted of 130 fail, including galeons, ſhips, 
galeaſſes, galleys, hulks, caravals, patages, and pin- 
naces,; that the firſt ſquadron, on board of which 
was the duke of Medina-Sidonia, captain-general, 


was that of Portugal, and conſiſted of 10 galeons 


and two zabras. The ſecond was that of Caſtile, 
commanded by general Diego Flores de Valdes, 
and conſiſted of 14 galeons and ſhips, and two pa- 
tages The third was the ſquac ron of Andaluſia, 
containing 10 galeons and ſhips, under the com- 


mand of general Don Pedro de Valdes. The 
fourth ſquadron was that of Biſcay, which was 
commanded by general Juan Martinez de Recalde, 


admiral of the fleet, and conſiſted of 10 ſhips and 
galeons, and 4 patages. The fifth was that of the 
province of Guipuzcoa, under general Miguel de 
Oquendo, and comprehended 10 galeons, 2 pata- 
ges, and 2 pinnaces. The ſixth was that of Italy, 
under the command of Martin de Bertendona, con- 
fiſting of ten ſhips. The ſeventh ſquadron con- 


tained 23 hulks, and ſtoreſhips for the uſe of the 


fleet, and was commanded by general John Gomez 
de Medina. The eighth conſiſted of 22 patages, 
caravals and zabras, under general Don Antonio 


Hurtado de Mendoza. And the ninth ſquadron 
was made up of the four galeaſſes, which the vice- 
roy of Naples, count Miranda, cauſed to be built 


there, and was under the command of Don Hugo 
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de Moncada; and four galleys were under captain 

Don Diego de Medrana. He adds, that on board 

this fleet, embarked the following regiments. 
The regiment of Sicfly, under the command of 


colonel Don Diego Fimentel, a major, and 2 5 
captains. 


That of N aples, and kid Don Alonſo de 


Luna, a ſerjeant-major, and 25 captains. 
That of the Indies, under colonel Nicholas de 
Iſla, with a ſerjeant-major, and 23. captains. 
That of Entre Duro and Mino, its colonel Don 
Franciſco de Toledo, with a ee, and 
25 captains. 


That of Andaluſia, whoſe colonel was Don 


Aguſtin Mexia, with a ſerjeant-major, and 24 
captains. 

Thirty-nine ſingle e that were raiſed 
in Old Caſtile. 

A regiment of Portugueſe foot, under the com- 
mand of Gaſpar de Sofa, a ſerjeant-major, and 5 


Captains, 


Another Portugueſe ien commanded by 6 


Antonio de Pereira, with a ſerjeant- major and 5 
captains. 

| Beſides theſe, were gan knights and captains 
volunteers; and many lords adventurers, gentle- 
men, captains and enſigns. Alonzo de Ceſpedes, 
lüieutenant to the captain general of the ordnance, 


With 20 comptrollers, a major, and his lieutenant, 
150 gunners of the train of artillery, 100 mule- 


drivers for the ordnance, and 74 matrofles ; and 
beſides theſe, there were 1929 5 ſoldiers. The 
ſailors were 8252, and the galley ſlaves 2808. 


The king having alſo reſolved, that the duke of 


Parma ſhould invade England at the ſame time, 
1 ordered 
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ordered him to provide for this ſervice, a hundred 
veſſels called huoys, which are leſs than the barges 
of Marſeilles, to tranſport the ſoldiers. With this 
| view the canals were widened from the city of 
| Ypres, that they might be brought down from 
thence to Antwerp, Ghent, and Bruges, together 


# with 70 flat-bottomed veilels, capable of carrying 


zo horſes. That beſides theſe tiicre were to be 
# fitted out at Dunkirk and Newport 28 men of 
war, though there was ſome difficulty in procur- 
ing fafe hands to mann them. That there be pro- 
vided thick pieces of timber, ſhaypned and ſhod with 
iron, to ſerve for paliſades to fortify the army in 
the camp, and raiſe other works ; anda great num- 
ber of hogſheads for bridges to pals rivers ; a large 
quantity of faſcines,&c. to raiſe batteries; and laſtly, 
arms of all kinds, ſaddles, and bridles, ovens to 
| bake bread, and many other things. 
Monfieur de Larrey, in his general hiſtory of 
England, which was publiſhed in the year 1698, 
fays alſo, that the Engliſh fleet conſiſted of a 
hundred ſhips of war, beſides many others, which 
the rebel provinces of the Low Countries ſupplied 
England with againſt Spain, That this fleet con- 


W liſted of 135 ſhips, including 4 galleys, each of 


| which carried 1200 marines, and 460 ſailors ; that 
the galeon, called the Sevil, was manned with 460 

hands; and that beſides theſe 13 5 ſhips of war, 
| there were many tranſports, 
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rn -FEXX; 


What ought to be the rates of the ſeveral fhips of the 
line, and frigates of a fleet, proper for the ſer 
vice of the kingdom of Spain; as alſo their ſeve- 
ral comtliments, and ordnance. Ships proper t1 

be empleyed in the American trade, and fir 
guarda- coſtas in thoſe parts. 


XH E two laſt chapters contain ſome ac- 
counts that are particular, and others gene- 
ral, in reſpect to the dimenſions, ordnance, and 
number of hands of the ſhips of war belonging to 
the principal powers of Europe; and alſo what 
proportion there is of the ſeveral rates in their re- 
ſpective fleets. This information may be very 
uſeful to determine the dimenſions, ordnance and 
number of hands which his majeſty's ſhips of war 
aught to have. Therefore we are principally, I 
think, to have our eye upon the practice of the 


maritime powers that are neareſt to us, and have 
moſt eonnection with his majeſty's dominions, or 


who frequently viſit our ſeas and trade with us; 
ſuch as France, England, and Holland. For though 
his majeſty may have an intereſt to purſue in 
Italy, it is well-known, there is no principality, 
or republick, that has a maritime force able to 
face a middling Spaniſh fleet, even when there 


are no large ſhips in it. The caſe is the ſame in 
| reſpect to the Algerines, and other ſtates of Bar- 


bary, whoſe ſhipping is far inferior in quality and 
number, It is therefore my opinion, that in de- 
termining the rates of his majeſty's ſhips, we are 
principally to regard the practice of France, * 
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land, and Holland, for the reaſons already given, 
and others, that oblige ſtill more. But then we 
are to imitate them only in thoſe circumſtances, 
| where there is no conſiderable obſtruction or in- 
convenience in the practice. 
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| ſiſted of 50 ſhips of the line, viz. 'Þ 
| | | Þ 
| | $ a * 5 | # 
20 from 50 to 60 guns incluſſve 1 
11 from bo excluſive, to 70 guns incluſive. 1 
2 from 70 excluſive, to 80 guns incluſive. | | 
12 from 80 excluſive, to go guns incluſive. | f 
2 from go excluſive, to 100 guns incluſive. bt 
1 of 102 guns. 4.0 
2 of 104 guns. il 
Tot. 50 ſhips of war. 
@ 2 FA l 


Beſides eight frigates from 10 to 36 guns, mak- 
ing in all 58 men of war, excluſive of fire ſhips, 
which are 9, from 6 to 12 guns. 
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The Engliſh fleet, of which J have already | 
given a liſt, conſiſted of 38 ſhips of the line, be- | 
_— 1 

| 2 of 100) 
4 of 96 
5 of 1 BS 
3 16 of 70 5 guns. 
8 66 
ot DO 


- Beſides ten frigates, from 40 to 10 guns, the 
fire-ſhips, bomb veſſels, and hoſpital ſhips, which 
have been already mentioned. 
il : | 'The 
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The Dutch fleet, that was united with the Eng. 
liſh, conſiſted of 20 ſhips of the ine, viz. 


1 of 94 

3 of 92 

8 of 744 

1 of CAT - 7 ES 
2 of BE 60 

1 of 1 +} 

2 of - (1 3829 


Beſides one frigate, the fireſhips, bomb veſſe's 
and hoſpital ſhips ſet down in the lift. 


Though the French flect contains ſeveral ſhips 


that exceed do guns, and it is alſo known, that 


in the vaſt navy of England there are alſo ſeveral 
ſhips of war from 99 to 100 guns, befides the 6 


that were in the fleet of 1704, it is allowed, as 


it were, by all people of experience in maritime 
affairs, that theſe are not of ſervice in proportion 
to their charge, 1 ma mitude, and number of hands, 
from the difficulty there is in managing them, the 


great danger they run in goin Fon and out of ports, 
and upon the coaſts, and from other inconve- 


niencies. Ships of this vaſt bulk and number of 
guns were uſually built in times, when money 
has been very plentiful, and ſerved rather for oſtenta- 
tion than uſe in expeditions at ſea. I think, if 
we imitate France, England, and | Holland, only 
fo far, as ſhall appear more natural, d ſuited to 
our "preſent conſtitution, the main trength of a 
8 1 navy ought to conſiſt of ſhips, « of war from 

o to 80 or incluſive, allowing only one of 
: 60 e r the Capitang, one of g9.for the Al- 


miranta, 
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miranta, according to our antient ſtile, which does 
not ſeem to have been departed from in this point ; 
and another alſo of 90 guns for the ſecond Al- 
miranta, under the name of the Govierno. So 
| that their being thus' diſtinguiſhed by ſhips of a 
| larger built, number of hands and guns, may re- 
preſent the ſuperior authority of the three chiets 
| that command the fleet, confiſting of theſe three 
| diviſions, the vanguard, center and rear, accord- 
ing to a diſtinction that is uſually made; as we 
| know the principal officers of the French fleet to 
be generally an admiral, and two vice-admirals, 

one for the eaſtern, the other for the weſtern di- 
| viſion, under whoſe command are the lieutenant- 
| generals and chiefs of the ſquadron. And in the 
| fleets of other powers the principal officers are an 
admiral, vice-admiral, and rear-admiral. 

The grand dignity of admiral of the ſea, an of- 
| fice firſt created by Ferdinand the pious, upon ac- 
count of the ſituation of Sevil, has ceaſed in Spain 
| for many years; and the commanding officer of 
the king's fleets has ever ſince obtained only the 
rank of captain-general, which ſeems to be the 
reaſon that the firſt ſhip of the fleet, on board 
which he hoiſts his flag, was called the Capitana, 
as in other countries, it is uſually called the 
admiral. 5 

There has been no ſmall deviation from the an- 
cient degrees of authority in the Spaniſh fleet, eſ- 
pecially as to the titles of admirals-general, admi- 
rals- royal, rer of the ſquadron, whoſe office 

ell very far ſhort of the ſound of their 


and 


titles, as I have underſtood from the limited au- 
thority they bore in the fleet. But I ſhall not de- 
tun the reader with particulars in this inſtance, 
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both becauſe J have heard people talk very con. 
fuſedly on this head, and I do not think it at al 
neceſſary, ſince the new regulation has taken place 
in the navy. For his majeſty has been pleaſed to 
create lieutenant-generals to take equal rank with 
lieutenant-generals in the army; chiefs of the 
ſquadron equal in rank with major- generals; 
and captains of ſhips to rank with colonels; 
degrees and honours that ſeem very natural 
and becoming an officer, who is intruſted 


with the important command of a ſhip of war, 
that is armed and fitted out, as it were, with ar- 


tillery, men, and ammunition equal to a gariſon. 
Upon this very account it feemed incontiſtent, and 
not alittle detrimental to his majeſty's ſervice, that 
one of theſe ſhips ſhould be commanded by an 
officer, who held no higher rank than a captain 
of foot, and -whoſe pay was no more, as it was 
formerly the cafe in moſt part of the ſaid ſhips, 
In the 66th chapter, ſpeaking of the proportion 
which the army and the navy ought to bear to each 
other, I ſaid, that the latter ſhould conſiſt of 50 
ſhips of the line, from 5o to 100 guns, together 
with 20 frigates. I apprehend it allo highly pro- 
per, if we will copy after thoſe powers, with 
whom we are more intimately: connected, that 
two fifths of the ſhips of the line, or 20 of them, 
be from 70 guns and upwards; having eight of 
them 70 guns, nine 80 guns, and the other three 
100 or 90 guns, as I before propoſed, tor th 
Capitana and Almirantas.- vw 
The remaining 3o ſhips may conſiſt of ten of 
50 guns, ten of 54, and ten of 60 guns, of which 
rates I have thought proper to recommend a large! 
number, that by our having in the navy a great 
many ſhips of this rate and force, we may detach, 
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or ſet apart twelve of them, as well to convo 
our flotas and galeons, as to diſturb the illicite 


commerce of the Indies, by adding to them eight 


of the twenty frigates, that they may ſerve as ten- 
ders to the ſaid fleets, and to cruize in ſmall ſqua- 
drons, which are to be ſtationed fo, as to prevent 


the ſaid illicite commerce; for perſons of experi- 


ence are ſenſible how uſeful theſe light ſhips are, 
both for lying off capes, and looking into gulphs, 


| bays, and other places; as alſo to diſtribute orders, 


to carry packets, and other commiſſions; being 
ſenſible, that the ſhips which I have ſet down as 
moſt fit for the protection or charge of the flotas 


and galeons, and other employments in the Indies, 


are middling ones of 50, 54, or 60 guns, for rea- 
ſons that ſhall be aſſigned in another place. 

_ . Suppoſe there be detached out of the fifty ſhips 
of the line, twelve, and out of the twenty frigates, 
eight, for the navigation of the Indies, and the 
protection of thoſe coaſts ; and though theſe twenty 
ſhips, large as well as ſmall, ſhould be relieved 
alternately in the voyages by others, there will be 
conſtantly employed in the commerce and protec- 
tion of thoſe ſeas, the ſame number of twenty, 
more or leſs, juſt as occurrences, and the accidents 
of times make neceſſary, and then will remain a 
ſettled and conſtant fleet in Spain, conſiſting of 38 
ſhips of the line, and 12 frigates ; and in theſe 38 
ſhips of the line are included 20, that have been 
determined to be from 70 to 100 guns, and the 
other 18 may be four of 60 guns, ſeven of 54, 


| and ſeven of 50 guns, beſides the twelve frigates, 
which may be four of 40 guns, four of 20, and 
four of 10 guns, making in the whole fifty men of 


war, which ſeem to be a ſufficient force, when we 


are not at war with very great maritime powers ; 


and 
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and if it be the caſe, it will be, and has been oſten 
found neceſſary, and uſual to augment our force; 
both by ſea and land, ſince the enemy may attack 
his majeſty both ways. Hence it is difficult at this 
time to determine upon any preciſe angmentation; 
but a proviſion, which is at all times very prudent, 
may be employed uſefully, and we have the means 
of doing it, viz. that the king's yards be protected 
from the inſult of enemies, and the magazines be 
well provided with all forts of timbers, ſuch a; 
keels, keelſons, tranſoms, ſternpoſts, yokes, fut- 
tocks, knees, mainſtems, floor-timbers, cutwaters, 
crooked timbers of all ſhapes and curves, beam, 
ribs, planking of all thickneſſes, rudders and til. 
lars, pumps, carved work, and all other leſſer tim- 
bers, maſting for the principal booms, yards and 
maſts; as alſo artillery, arms, ball, and other am- 
munition; and nails, bolts, rigging, and ſtores of 
every kind, that when the time comes, that we 
may probably want them, both ſhips of the line 
and frigates may be ſpeedily built and fitted out to 
augment the navy, beſides what ſhall be neceſſary 
as ſupplies for the conſtant wants and conſumption 
of the ſhipping ; as we are to ſuppoſe the ſtores, 
which are to be laid up in magazines, to be ſuch 
as can be kept many years in good ſtorehouſes with- 
out receiving any damage, if due care be taken, 
and conſideration had of the maſting and other 
timbers, which are beſt preſerved in ſalt- water. 

Of the remaining twelve ſhips of the line, and 
eight frigates, eight of them, that is, four of 60 
guns, two of 54, and two of 50, together with a 
frigate of 40 guns, two of 20, and one of 10 


guns, may be commiſſioned for convoys to the 


flotas, galeons, and azogue ſhips, and two men 


of 
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bf war of 60 guns, one of 54, and another of 50 
guns, a frigate of 40, two of 20, and one of 10 
guns, replace the windward ſquadron, and pro- 
tect the coaſts of Spaniſh Ame rica. 1 


I ſhould not have preſumed to have mentioned 


this reform of the navy, were I not ſupported by 
the practice of great princes, and well governed 
ſtates. And though my remarks in this important 
affair ſhould not deſerve attention, the light I have 
given into the conduct of the moſt conſiderable 
maritime powers of Europe, and other parts of 
the world; fome of them particularly, and others 
in a general way, may have its uſe ; as by means of 


this knowledge we may better diſpoſe all our own 


| ſfieaſures, that tend to revive and preſerve his ma- 
jeſty's naval armaments; however, if the number 
and rates of the men of war, which I recommend 


for a Spaniſh navy, ſhould merit any conſideration, 


I have thought proper to give farther particulars, 
ſetting forth the proportions of their reſpective 
m— : . A 

The number, artillery, and compliment of 
hands for the ſeveral ſhips of the line and frigates, 


' which his majeſty's navy ſhould conſiſt of, in caſe | 


the plan propoſed mcets with approbation ; the 
number of ſailors and marines to each ſhip being 
_ conformable to the regular practice of the French. 


1 . 


Names of |, men accord. men accord. 
ſhips. . tothe Frenchſto the Englith. 
N. - 100 - 800 - 7890 Capitana. 
N. 90 - 700 = 680 - Almiranta, 
N. go - 700 - 6$v - Govierno. 
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men accord. 


to the French. | to the Engliſh 


men accord, 
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men accord. 


Names of 
ſhips. 
N. 
N. 
8 
N. 
N. 
N. 
3 
N. 
N. 
3 
8 
— - 
N. 
.W 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. - 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. - 
N. - 
N. we 
N. 
N. 
=. 


FRIGATES. 


guns. | 
54 » 
54 2 
2 
5 
50 2 
50 — 
580 T 
o-* 
50 - 
58 £ 
50 a 
50 > 
— - 
50 a 
WW. -* 
40 N 
* = 
" 
40 5 
40 ” 
20. — 
20 
3 
3 
20 - 
20 - 
20 — 
20 — 


330 


330 


3 
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300 


300 


300 
300 
300 


300 


300 
300 


300 


300 


200 
200 
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Names of | Pp | men accord. | men accord. 


ſhips. to the French. ] to the Engliſh 
N. 11 70 60 
Fr LS 70 
18 - 70 
WS 70 
8 70 
* 10 — 70 


——— — 


tot. 70. | 3660 guns, | 23150 men. 


The quantity of metal, which each man of war 
was to carry, and the diſtinct offices and employ- 
ments of the ſailors and marines, the ſhip's crews, 
and the diſtribution of the hands on board a 
French fleet, are all diſtinctly ſet forth in the ordi- 
' nances of their marine; and the abovementioned 
plans of Don Antonio de Gaſtaneta give us alſo 
the quantity of metal for each tier of guns, at leaſt 
for ſome of the men of war ; but I have thought 
it beſt to omit the particulars, both to avoid being 

tedious in this narrative, and becauſe every perſon 
may eaſily procure what information he ſhall want, 
or deſire for the gratification of his curioſity. 


CHAP. LXXI. 


Ways and means to raiſe a fund for the maintenance 


of a fleet of fifty ſhips of the li nes from 50 to 


. 100 guns, and 20 frigates. 


H E reaſons; have been already given why 
Spain ſtands'in need of a powerful navy; 
and I have alſo determined what proportion our 
fleet ought to bear to the land forces, the number, 
rates, 
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rates, artillery, and compliment of hands of each 
ſhip it is to conſiſt of, and ſome other particulars 
contained in the foregoing chapters. But all that 
has been ſaid bn this ſubject would turn to little 
account, if, at the ſame time, juſt and practicable 
ways and means were not ſuggeſted to render ef- 

fectual this intereſting plan, which cannot be 
ſtrange, or a novelty in Spain. For this maxim, 
that we be very ſtrong, and well armed by ſea, is 
what the very laws of our monarchs give in 
charge, all our eminent politicians adviſe, the tri- 
bunals and other miniſters of his majeſty recom- 
mend, and the very populace call out for. The 
main difficulty is how to provide a fund ſufficient 
to bear the expence of it, without farther involv- 
ing the revenue, or diſtreſſing the ſubjects of his 
majeſty; and afterwards to conduct it with all that 
prudent ceconomy, and good conduct, which is 
requiſite, if we would not be diſappointed of the 
fruits of it by unneceſſary expences, and ſquander- 
ing away the publick money. I am aware of the 
dithculties in this undertaking, but as I have in- 
ſenſibly advanced from chapter to chapter, to the 
grand point of ways and means to carry this pro- 
poſal into execution, I ſhould certainly fail in my 
duty, if iv a caſe, that may more eſpecially affect the 
ſervice of his majeſty, and the ſucceſs of our trade, 
I ſhould fall off, and ſuffer my zeal to grow cool, 
and abandon an intereſt the moſt important, and 
worthy of our firſt attention, I ſhall therefore 
2 ſuch meaſures, as in my narrow appre- 

enſion will ſucceed, always careful to avoid the 
two inconveniencies, I have intimated, and not ſo 
eagerly purſue this advantage, as to neglect 
other things, that are no leſs intereſting ; and it will 
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yield me great ſatisfaction to find other perſons q 
deeper penetration than I can pretend to, ſuggeſt- 
ing meaſures equally ſalutary, and effectual for 
augmenting the fleet even to a hundred men of 
war ; as his majeſty would then be better ſerved, 
and the general good of his ſubjects more ſecure ; 
two things, that are inſeparable, and which this 
whole treatiſe 1s calculated to promote, and in the 


caſe before us depends alone upon a due equili- 


brium, good economy, and other diſpoſitions of 
true policy and juſtice, which oblige us alſo to a 


reform of abuſes, that have crept into the publick 


affairs. N 

By a calculation of one of his majeſty's miniſters, 
who 18 well acquainted with the tranſactions of the 
navy, and the commerce of the Indies, from an 
application and experience of many years, it ap- 
pears, that the fitting out and maintenance of a 
ſixty gun ſhip, for ſix months, either upon an 


expedition or a voyage, will amount to 69,000 


crowns vellon, including the charge of careening, 
and all the other articles of this eſtimate, a copy of 
which I ſhall inſert in this chapter, to give a 
clearer conception of the thing ; and if we add 


15,000 crowns for the pay of the officers and 


others, that cannot be diſcharged from the ſervice, 
even though the ſhip be laid up for the other ſix 
months of the year, the charge of the whole yea; 
will then amount to 84,000 crowns. But in con- 


ſideration, that this eſtimate was made for a ſixty 
gun ſhip, and forty of the ſeventy men of war 


that were propoſed for the Spaniſh navy, and the 
India trade, are not ſo large and expenſive, includ- 


ing the frigates; and there are not above twenty 


of them that exceed the rate and force of ſixty 
Bu, guns, 
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zuns, I think the charge of each of the ſeventy 
men of war may be eſtimated at 70,000 crowns, 
one year with another. 

Db pon this ſuppoſition all the ſeventy ſhips would 
be an annual charge to the government of 4,900,000 
crowns vellon, that is, 1n caſe all of them ſhould 
be in commiſſion, and either go a long voyage, or 
upon ſome expedition every year, a circumſtance 
that ſeldom or ever happens even in war time 
and as I find that two millions of crowns have been 
demanded, and appropriated this preſent year 
1724, to the uſe of the navy, including a fund of 
260,000 crowns for the ſupport of the galleys ; af- 
ter this deduCtion there will remain the amount of 


1,740,000 crowns, to be applied to the charge of 


the ſhipping, which ſum we may reckon upon, 


as a fund already eſtabliſhed, and appropriated to 


the ſervice of the navy. As then the ſeventy ſhips 
of war will be an expence of 4,900,000 crowns, 
this amount exceeds the preſent navy revenue, 
excluſive of the galleys, the ſum of z, 160,000, for 


which additional charge it is incumbent upon me 


to provide a ſufficient fund, without diſtrefling the 
ſubje&, or farther involving the revenue. 
| The better to explain myſelf on this head, 
have thought proper to diſtribute it into two parts; 
one of them is the annual charge of, and a fund 
for thirty eight ſhips of the line and twelve fri- 
gates deſigned to be a ſtanding fleet, which is to 
be in the ports or ſeas of Spain; the other, the 
charge of, and a fund for the twelve ſhips of the 
line, and eight frigates, that are to be employed 
in the India trade, and on its coaſts, upon the 
views already mentioned. 
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The navy of Spain being to conſiſt of thirty 
eight ſhips, from fifty to a hundred guns, and 
twelve frigates, from ten to forty guns, according 
to the above calculation, it demands a fund q 
32 590,000 crowns vellon yearly, for the Uſcharye 
of it; and as there is already appropriated to the 
uſe of the navy a fund of 1,740,000 crowns, there 
will be ſtill wanting a fund of 1,760,000 crowns, 
to anſwer the charge of the ſaid fifty ſhips. 

In the 66th chapter, I gave reaſons, that ap- 
peared to me ſolid and convincing, to ſhew that 
there ſhould be a due proportion kept between the 


naval and land forces; ſhewjng at the ſame time, 


that when we have a fleet, an army of 60,000 
men, including 10,000 horſe, would be ſufficient. 
And if this reform be approved, we ſhall then find 


a ſaving of the charge of 9000 foot and 4000 


horſe. 

The ſtated charge of a thouſand foot upon the 
preſent eſtabliſhment, including the pay of the 
officers and ſoldiers, the great maſa for cloaths 
and accoutrements, the little maſa, levy money, 


ammunition bread, the charge of the hoſpital, 
beds, fire, candle, &c. in quarters, amount yearly 
to 100,000 crowns, a little more or leſs, as there 


is a difference in the price of bread and lodging, 
if we except the Swiſs, who coſt much more; fo 
that for the 9000 foot, which it is pro oſed to 
reduce, there would be an annual ſaving of 900,000 


Crowns, 


The charge of a thouſand horſe, taking in all 
the articles mentioned in reſpect to the foot, and 


adding the gratuity, which is granted monthly for 


remounting, for barley and ſtraw, uſually riſes up 
to 275,000 crowns vellon yearly, a little more or 


lels, 
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leſs, as there is a difference in the price of the 
ratios of ſtraw, and of barley, and the charge of 
lodging. This eſtimate is upon the foot of the 

reſent pay, and number of officers in the regi- 
ments of horſe and dragoons; fo that as it is pro- 
poſed to reduce 4000 horſe, there will be a ſaving 
of 1,100,000 crowns; and both the abatements 
will amount to 2, ooo, ooq of crowns. _ 
There might alſo be recommended ſome other 
convenient, and very reaſonable pieces of œco- 
nomy in the charges of the army, and in war, that 
would yield us conſiderable ſums, and yet the 
troops have all conveniencies, and the army be 
very well provided in all other inſtances. But 
this I refer to a future conſideration, and now 
| ſhall only appropriate the net ſavings of the ſaid 
- 2,000,000 of crowns, as a fund for the uſe of 
the navy. „ „ 
By this ſaving we ſhall find the above deficience 
of 1,760,000 crowns made up and ſecured for a 
fund to pay the expence of the ſaid fifty men of 
war, and a ſurplus of 240,000 crowns, which 
would go near to maintain two other ſhips of the 
line and two frigates, if there were need of ſuch 
an augmentation ; or it may be appropriated to- 
wards the charge of the other twenty ſhips, which 
are commiſſioned to convoy the flotas and galeons, 
and for the protection of the American coaſts. 
Mere one obliged to draw out the particulars of 
the charge of each ſhip, according to its rate and 
force, one ſhould expend many ſheets of paper in 
the bare ſtating of ſo tedious an account; but I 
have thought proper to fave my ſelf this trouble, 
though it may be of ſome importance, as I reckon 
that the general calculation I have made is ſuffici- 
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ent for the main purpoſes of this treatiſe. Nor! in 
calculations, that riſe up to millions, of crowns, 
ean there be any great riſk from an error of 2 or 
zoo, ooo crowns, which may poſhbly happen. 
Moreover, ſhould the coft of the fifty men of 
war amount to 200,000 crowns more than they 
have been laid at in this eſtimate, it will be made 


| amends for by the 240,000 crowns, a ſum, which 


the ſaving out of the land forces exccec EIU and 
it may happen, that inſtead of a deficic ice, ms 10 
may be a conſiderable ſurplus out of the money 
that has been judged neceſſary to maintain the fifty 
men of war. 

At the ſame time it is to be conſidered, that be. 
fides the ſurplus of 240,0c0 crowns according to, 
this calculation, other very conſiderable augmen- 
tations may be expected from the duties and othey 
advantages, that will accrue to the revenue, when 


the commerce of his majeſty's ſubjects ſhall flou- 


riſh by means of the protection and ſupport of the 
very fleet, which I propoſe to be enlarged. To 


| theſe may be added coniiderable ſums, that muſt 


be ſaved, whenever the men of war and frigates, 


ſtationed to guard the coaſt, ſhall be employed in 


the tranſport of artillery, bombs, granades, ball, 


arms, carriages for the artillery, pioneer's tools, 
rigging, ſail-cloth, planking and other timbers and 


ſtores both for the land and ſea ſervice, and which 
at preſent, for want of ſhipping of our own, are 


now put on board veſſels hired upon freight, and 
for the moſt part belonging to foreigners ; a cir- 

cumſtance, which, beſides the expence, endangers 
the ſervice of his majeſty, eſpecially as this very 
artillery, and other ſtores, may fall into the hands, 
of infidels, and be turned againſt ourſelves, Ae 


"ney 


of COMMERCE, &c. 411 
they ſhould be employed by us againſt them, if, 
in their paſſage from Cantabria and other parts to 
Cadiz, or the gariſons of Africa, their corſairs 
ſhould pick them up; a miſchance theſe tranſports 
are now very much expoſed to ; and the conſe- 
quences of it, together with the diſpoſitions cal- 
culated to remedy the evil, ſhall be ſet forth in 


another place, as fully as an affair of its impor- 


tance ſhall merit. 


It is further obſervable, that as we are at peace 
with the maritime powers, and there is great pro- 


bability of its long continuance, we ſhall not be 
obliged to keep the ſeventy men of war, even 


when we have ſuch a navv, conſtantly in com- 
miſſion ; and by this means we ſhall find a very 
conſiderable ſaving out of the fund appropriated to 
the uſe of the navy, which may be applied to the 


extraordinary demands of war and other preſſing 


emergenc es; for we mult be ſenſible, that as we 


proceed in augmenting our naval power, we may 
reduce the land army, till they bear ſuch a pro- 


portion to each other,as his majeſty ſhall determine 
to be moſt for the welfare of his kingdoms; and 


this ſaving out of the diſbanded troops may anſwer 


the expence of it. 
As to the remaining twenty ſhips of the navy, 


which I propoſe for the ſervice of the India trade, 


and the protection oi our coaſt, I appreh=nd we 
may raile a ſure and ſufficient fund for the main- 
tenance of them in the following manner. 

The windward fleet or ſquadron was ſtationed 
(as Don Joſeph de Veytia remarks in his treatiſe 
upon the Weſt-India trade abovementioned, 
lib. 2. chap. 5.) to cruiſe between the iſlands and 


upon the coaſts of India; to convoy the flotas from 


Vera 
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Vera Cruz to the Havana; to tranſport pay to the 


gariſons, and ſuppreſs the piracies of other nations; 
and at this time ſuch a e e is apprehended 
to be more uſeful than ever; for, beſides the rea- 
ſons already given, it now becomes neceſſary to 


prevent the illicite trade, which foreigners have 


carried on, and have much increaſed for ſome 


years paſt. 
To replace this ſquadron, and for other ſervices, 
I propoſe to take out of this fleet four hips or the 


line, and four frigates, of the rates given above, 


and to relieve them every two years at moſt by 
freſh men of war, for the reaſons J gave in the 


65th chapter. Though this {quadron, the laſt 


time it had a being, was but three or four ſhips 
of middling rates, and there is at preſent only one 
middling man of war and a tender upon the ſta- 
tion, it is well known, that in more ancient times, 
it conſiſted of thirteen, And as it appears too, 
that ſeveral dyties were impoſed in the Indies for 
the ſupport of this fleet, but that the revenue 
ariſing from them has been diverted to other uſes, 
it will be very reaſonable and convenient to reco- 
ver this fund, and apply it to the ſervice, for 
which it was originally intended, and ought to be 
appropriated ; eſpecially as Don Bernardo Tinagero, 
in the propoſal, he drew up in the year 1713, at 


the time he was ſecretary to the council of the 


Indies, and which his majeſty approved, for build- 
ing ten men of war in the yards of the Havana; 

part of them to replace this very ſquadron, and 
the reſt to protect the flotas and galeons, gives us 

this aſſurance, that the duties appropriated to the 
maintenance of the windward fleet in New Spain 
alone, raiſed the ſum of 43 5, 802 dollars yearly ; 


and 
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and that if the revenue were better adminiſtered, 
it would yield more, even a very conſiderable ad- 
dition. This convinces me, that it will ſuffice 
for building and maintaining the ſaid eight ſhips 
of war. But ſhould it fall ſomething ſhort of the 
annual expence of them; fince they will coit much 
more in America than in theſe kingdoms, we may 
aſſign over to the ſame ſervice what the king's re- 
venue will ſave, by having theſe very ſhips to 
tranſport money, artillery, arms, and other ſtores. 
and proviſions from Vera Cruz to the iflands, and 
the reſt of the gariſons, which for ſome years paſt 
has been done by private ſhipping, taken up by 
the crown upon freight, and, independant of the 
contiderable charge, has put alſo his majeſty's ſer- 
vice to great hazard, there having been ſeveral in- 
ſtances, when theſe tranſports, upon account of 
their ſmall force, have fallen into the hands of the 
pirates, that infeſt thoſe ſeas, and by ſuch freſh 
{uccours enabled thoſe free- booters to commit ſtil} 
greater depredations and inſults upon the com- 
mon cauſe. But ſhould even both theſe reſources 
prove inſufficient to anſwer this demand, I am 
perſuaded, that the deicience may be made up 
without any new impoſt, by appropriating a ſmall 
part of the increaſe, which the treaſury muſt find: 
from the duties, and other ways, whenever we 
re-eſtabliſh this ſquadron, and carry into execution 
the other meaſures propoſed for that part ef his 
majeſty's dominions, which will put a ſtop to the 
Ulicite trade carried on by other nations, eſpecially 
by the way of Jamaica, Martinica, Curazao, Suri- 
nam, &c. to the great detriment of his majeRy's 
revenues; and which will be greatly augmented. 


niet or Rr ne tne un — 


ſhips; all which particulars will be ſpecified in 
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by theſe proviſions, both in the ports of America 5 


and her inland countries. . 
There ſtill remains a fund to be provided for the 


eight ſhips of the line and four trigates, which 


are laid out for convoys to the flota and galeons, 
and the little fquadron known by the name of 
Azogue flect ; and I think we may inſure it fully, 
if we do but obſerve the fine diſpoſition that has 

been made in the diſpatch and conduct of the flo- 
tas and galeons, but more particularly of that, 
which was diſpatched for New Spain in the 


year 1717, under the care of Don Franciſco Varas 


y Valdes, intendant of the navigation and com- 
merce of the Indies. For a memorial or account 
having been drawn out of all the ſums diſburſed 
tor the two men of war that were its convoy, viz. 
the Nueſtra Senora de Begona, and Nueſtra Senora 


de Guadalupe; as alſo of the tender, the Nueſtra 


Senora de Grazia, as well in fitting out, as wages, 
&c. of the ſhip's crew, and all other incidental 
charges during the whole voyage, which laſted 


13 months, including even an eſtimate of the da- 
mage the men of war had ſuſtained from the voy- 
age ; and after bringing to accompt all the profits 
made by the revenue upon freights of the goods 


and fruits, that were ſhipped on board theſe veſ- 


ſels by private traders, without loading them too 


deep, there appears to be a balance in its favour 
of 70,000 dollars, excluſive of the duties paid to 


his majeſty upon the ſaid merchandiſe and fruits, 
both at their going out and return home. To 
theſe great advantages ought to be added alſo that 

of tranſporting the king's. money, pope's bulls, 


and ſtamp paper, which was alſo done by the ſaid 
the 


proved to be, there will be ſtill a greater balance 


ſon to be content with what is his due, equal or 


* gains may be made upon the three or four 


theſe freights will ſuffice to pay all the charge of 
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the copy of the memorial at the end of this chap- 
ter; and it is obſervable, that, for the reaſons 
mentioned at the foot of the account, we may 
expect that the net profits upon the voyage of two 
middling ſhips of the line and one tender, as con- 
voys to the flota, will regularly amount to above 
100,000 dollars, by the gains they will make up- 
on what is ſhipped on board theſe three veſſels on- 
ly, allowing for all their whole charges in the 
manner abovementioned. But on a ſuppoſition, 
that the voyage be only 14 or 15 months, as it 


often happens, inſtead of the 13, which this 


in favour of the revenue, independant of the king's 
duties, which 1t receives upon the merchandiſe 
both in Spain and the Indies; nor is the produce 
of them taken into the amount of gains, which 
this memorial ſpecifies. : 
I have been aſſured alſo by perſons of good un- 
derſtanding and credit, that in caſe the fame diſ- 
poſitions be made, as were at that time, and which 
tend only to prevent abuſes, and oblige every per- 


king's ſhips, that convoy the galeons to the Terra 
Firma; and that it is only from the two men of 
war, bound to New Spain under the name of 
Azogue ſhips,that we cannot expect equal profits ; 
not ſo much becauſe the private ſhips are fewer in 
number, as that they are only permitted to carry 
fruits, which are of leſs value than bale goods, and 
other commodities. However, the profits upoa 


the ſaid ſhips, and yield alſo a conſiderable balance 
in their fayour ; and it is to be underſtood, that 


we 
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we ſhall reap all theſe advantages without loading 
them ſo deep, as to weaken their defence againſt 
an enemy. $ hs FS FR fs 
Theſe facts plainly ſhew, that the twelve men 
of war and frigates, Which ſhall be commiſſioned 
to convoy the flotas, galeons, or other conſidera- 
ble India fleets, will not only be maintained by the 
profits upon their freights, when things are put 
under the regulations that have been recommend- 
ed; but there will be a conſiderable ſurplus every 
year to be appropriated to the maintenance of ſome 


of the men of war, that ſhall be in the Spaniſh 


ports and ſeas ; or to bear in part the charge of new 
ſhips, to replace ſuch as ſhall be worn out, and 


uſeleſs, or ſhall be loſt in this trade, or any other 
ſervice, but we can add, that after his majeſty has 
a navy of ſuch a number of ſhips, and ſuch force, 


as he ought to have, the flotas, galeons, and voy- 


ages to India will then be more frequent, ſecure, 
and profitable, eſpecially, if we carry into execu- 
tion the plan of ſtationing eight ſhips upon thoſe 
coaſts, which will be an effectual means to enlarge 


the commerce of his majeſty's ſubjects, and make 


it flouriſh ; and improve his own royal duties, as 


well in the ports of Spain and the Indies, as in the 


inland provinces of both kingdoms. And all theſe 
benefits refulting from the eſtabliſhment of ſuch a 
fleet, ſhould alſo make us project, without laying 


| a heavier load upon the ſubject, new funds the bet- 
ter to inſure the expence of it, and to make up 


what is wanting for the building of the ſhips, in 


» eaſe the other proviſions already made, prove in- 
ſufficient for the entire diſcharge of both expen- 


CCS, 
I am 
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I am aware of the great charge of building, and 
fitting out a number of ſhips of the line, that will 
be wanted to make up the above ſeventy, includ- 
ing frigates. But it is alſo certain, that during 
the time of building and fitting them out, there 
will not be the other expence of wages, &c. and 
fince it muſt be ſome years before they can be 
ready to put in commiſſion, becauſe all of them 
cannot be fet about at the ſame time ; and it would 
not be our intereſt to haſten them too much, as 
we have not at preſent a ſufficient number of offi- 
cers and failors to man them, one has reaſon to 
imagine, that in the mean time ſome extraordina 

efforts will be made to ſurmount theſe firſt diffi- 
_ culties, as they are to be got over by degrees with 
the help. of thoſe ſupplies and other proviſions 
made by his majeſty from time to time, for the 
encouragement of building and fitting out more 
men of war. And not doubting but the firſt that 
ſhall be ready for ſervice, will be immediately 
commiſſioned to favour the navigation between 
Spain and the Indies, and for the protection of the 
coaft of Spain, it is very natural to conclude, that 
from this inſtant commerce will begin to im- 
prove and yield advantages, that will enable us 
gradually to ſupply the other expences of provid- 
ing and maintaining the navy, to which uſe ſhould 
alſo be appropriated the ſaving from the propoſed 
redhction of the land forces. At the ſame time 
we ſhall obtain another advantage of equal moment 
to the navy, for by enlarging our navigation to the 
Indies, and ſtationing the guarda coſtas, that ſhall 
be recommended in another place, in order to 


{upport the trade and fiſheries upon our own coaſts, 
I. n our 


* 


the hands, that have been taken out of 
on account of the neceſſity of fitting out a fleet, 
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our ſea faring people will increaſe in number, and 


be better mariners ; two things we ſtand in great 


#0 


need of. For we mult be ſenſible, that unleſs we 
both increaſe our failors by ſuch a ſtep, and find 


them abler ſeamen, moſt part of the ſeventy men 


of war, were they really built and ready to put to 


ſea, would be of no uſe to us. And this is the 
foundation of a maxim already advanced, that a 
powerful navy can never exiſt without the ſupport 
of an extenſive commerce, both for want of a fund 
to. maintain it, and ſkill in navigation ; the rudi- 


ments of which are principally acquired in trading 


ſhips, and the fiſheries, that uſually flouriſh moſt 


in times of peace; and peace alſo gives us an o 
ortunity of diſarming and laying up moſt of the 
king's ſhips, as they do at this very time in Eng- 


land and Holland, and depend upon having a ſuf- 


ficient number of ſailors bred up to the ſea in the 
thouſands of trading and fiſhing veſſels, which they 


can impreſs to man a greater number of men of 


war, when it ſhall be neceſſary to put more in 


commiſſion upon account of war, or any other 
emergence ; and they can do it without any con- 


fiderable diſadvantage to the other two important 


intereſts ; for the merchants can very ally, replace 
eir ſhips 


which is but a temporary thing ; as it will ſcarce 


be more than one ſailor out of each veſſel, theſe 


being ſo numerous; and as they are alſo diſtri- 


. buted in all the ſea ports, and provinces upon 


the coaſt, recruits are more eaſily obtained. 
_ Befides the conſiderable ſavings, and extraordi- 


nary advantages propoſed, eſpecially from a reduc- 


tion of the land forces to fixty thouſand men, in- 
29 3 cluding 
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"cluding ten thouſand horſe, we may raiſe other 
"ſupplies by ways and means we are obliged to 
© purſue, not only as they are prudent regulations 
and becoming a wiſe government, (as I have al- 
ready mentioned) but as it is alſo our duty to re- 
trench ſuperfluities, and correct abuſes. By theſe 
| ſteps we can alſo fave millions of crowns yearly, 
| independant of what is expended upon his majeſty's 
_ palaces, where many believe there is ſome excels; 
Fat it is an inquiry that does not at all concern me, 
nor am I able to judge of it; and the conſidera- 
ble amount riſing out of this œcomy may be 
appropriated, if there ſhould be occaſion for it, to 
enlarge the marine, to diſcharge the debts upon 
the revenue, and to wipe off all juſt demands up- 
on it, that of the juros, or penſions, being the 
heavieſt load, from which many of the proprietors 
do not receive one per cent. upon their capital, by 
reaſon of the valimientos to the revenue. For 
however the defence, and other preſſing exigencies 
of the government, might give riſe to the ſaid 
valimientos, it is a conſequence of the thing I am 
labouring to eſtabliſh, that whenever theſe ſhall 
be leſs prefling, or by an improvement of the re- 
venue, or even a ſaving from prudent economy, 
ſome relief may be adminiſtred, and there be a 
poſſibility of fatisfying what is legally due upon 
their capitals, managing alſo in ſuch manner, that 
many of them, who now receive nothing, may 
be turned over to funds ſufficient to pay them; in 
ſtrict juſtice both theſe ought to be done, as we 
have reaſon to expect it for the juſtification of his 
majeſty, whenever the revenue ſhall be in a con- 
dition to fatisfy in this inſtance his nice honour 
and conſcience. - And though at preſent I paſs by 
3 | EC the 
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the particulars, referring them to a more conve- 
nient ſeaſon, which the effects of theſe my good 
Intentions to ſerve his majeſty and the publick may 
be a means to bring about. os bo 
In this and ſome other chapters, that treat of a 
marine, I have mentioned ſeveral things, though 
it be in a curſory way, relating to the commerce 


between Spain and the Indies, upon account of 
the connexion they neceſſarily have with this re- 
vival and maintenance of a navy; fince it is my 


intention to make a diſtinct inquiry into a tranſac- 
tion ſo important as the ſaid commerce is, and in 


as full a manner, as this great intereſt deſerves. 


However, I cannot cloſe this chapter without tak- 
ing notice in the mean time, that as the royal re- 
venue can plainly make a great advantage upon 
the freight of the ſhips of war that ſerve for con- 
voys to the flotas and galeons, even by a mode- 
rate loading, that will neither leſſen the ſhips com- 
pliment, or make them leſs defenſible by render- 
ing their guns uſeleſs, it is a certain conſequence, 
that even a greater advantage may be made, if, 
beſides theſe men of war, that are chieſſy deſigned 
to protect the merchant-men, there be ſix other 


middling ſhips taken out of the navy, at leaſt in 


times of peace, and fitted out as merchant-men, 
three with the flota for New Spain, and the reſt 
with the galeons to the Terra Firma, ſo as to car- 
ry no more guns or men than merchants uſually 


Have in their ſhips for the ſame voyage, allowing 


for an augmentation in proportion to the difference 
of tonnage in his majeſty's ſhips. For it is well 
known, that a voyage in this ſhape will be much 
leſs charge upon the revenue, and as there will be 
more ſtowage, they can ſhip a larger quantity of 

| 5 goods 
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goods ind fruits, which will proportionably in- 
creaſe the amount of freight. And as the profits 
will be increaſed both ways, it ſhould not be a 
a ſurpriſe, it each ſhip bring into the treaſury a- 
bove ſixty thouſand dollars clear gains in a ſingle 
voyage, raiſed upon bare freights, which mer- 
chants will chearfully pay, for the ſake of being 
more ſecure, that his majeſty's ſhips, even when 
they fail rather as merchant-men, than men of 
war, will be in better condition, better manned 
and conducted. Moreover, theſe additional ſhips 
furniſhed by the admiralty, and fitted out as mer- 
chant-men, will be a great eaſe and encourage- 
ment to adventurers in this trade; for having few 
veſſels of our own for this ſervice, when the diſ- 
patch of a flota or galeons is publiſhed, they are 
uſually obliged to purchaſe them of foreigners ; 
even though they be the built of their reſpective 
countries, and have defects that render this lon 
navigation {till more hazardous, with as little ſcru- 
ple to the exceſſive price they are generally 

bought at, by their taking advantage of the indiſ- 
1 100 neceſſity, which the buyers are under of 

having them at any rate. And if at other times 
they provide themſelves with ſhips of the built of 
his majeſty's dominions, as the laws demand, they 
uſually experience the ſame evil, as they have no 
choice; inconveniencies, that we ſhall always be 
expoſed to, till trade flouriſh, and his majeſty's 
ſubjects be enabled to build larger and better ſhips. 
The conſiderable profit that muſt accrue to the 
revenue from the freight of theſe fix ſhips, may 
likewiſe be appropriated, as a farther fund to the 
uſe of the navy; and, with the fame view, an ad- 
vantage may be made of freights in our commerce 
* with 
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with Buenos Ayres, by his majeſty's employing 
two ſhips in this ſervice, that ſhall be proper for 
the river of Plate; and by this means, that trade 
will be more regular and profitable to his ſubjects, 
which is trifling at preſent, becauſe the voyages 


we make thither are very ſeldom, I may fay, 


ſcarce one in four years, which gives the Engliſh 
and Portugueſe more frequent opportunities of do- 
ing it, and of making greater advantage of this 
illicite commerce. But I ſhall enlarge farther up- 
on this head, when I come to confider more im- 
mediately the India trade. . 

The following table is an eſtimate of the charges 
of fitting out a man of war of ſixty guns, of the 
pay of the officers, and the ſhips company, with 
the amount of the day allowances for ſix months 


voyage. 


r. 
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To charges of a regular careen 1 50,000 reals 


4᷑᷑23 
Total in reals vellon. 
vellon - 


voy age * 


150,000 
To charges of voyage, dict, hoſpital, medicines, wax, tal- 5 7 
low, and other petty articles, 95,000 reals. - = g Ne 
—— 7 | wy, | Month's | Day — 72 
— — eK l 
Captain of the ſhip - | 1| 850 s.] & 5100 Tf. 
Second captain = 11 Co 3 36001 
Lieutenant 1} 400 1} 2400 
Second lieutenant - 1 ee 1} 2400 | 
Eugen Sten 19-2501} 1] 1500 | 
Second enfigg - | 1]. 250 | 1] 1500 | 
Chaplain 11209 11 1200 
Sectetary 0 14 20 }+ 1] 1500: 
Surgeoen 4 I} 230 1] 1500 | 
Second ſurgeon =< | 1] 120 | 1] 7201 
Gunner 88 I 180 | 1 1080 [ 
Quarter maſters of 95 rs | 3] 285 3 1710 
Mafer- > 1 2350 11 . 1500 | 
Counter-mzſter - 11 200 11 200 
Second counter maſter 11 180 11 1080 |. 
Boatlwain  -— 1 180 1] 1080 | 
Second boatlwain - | 1] 120 11 720 
Pilot - - ( "+ 14 20090 4 
Second pilot 1] 200" T1 1200 
Diver | - - | 15 O 9 9 o A 
Carpenter 5 11 180 1680 
Carpenter's mate 1} 120 ti 720 } 198,195 
Caulker - 11 180 1] 1080 4 
Caulker's mate - 11 120 11 720 
Cockſwain = 1] 100 1] 600 
Cockſwain of thepinnacef 1j 100 | 1 600] 
Sailmaker - 120 1 720 
Cooper — l 120 I 729 
Armourer - 1] 109 1] 600 
Lanthorn - I 90 11 584 
Cook — — I 9go 14- 540 
Quarter gunners at go xs. 80 7200 8c| 43200 | 
Mariners at 70 rs. 150 f10%οḧ ff 63000 | 
Boys at 45 rs. - 110 4950 110 29700 
Swobbers at 30 rs. 13] 390 1: 2340 
Serjeants — 44 210 44 1250 
Drummers 2 75 24580 
Fife 7 13268 
Corporals - [8] 300 8| 1800 
Marines we 1 92 2435 q2| 14610) 
— 423133932 x ieee 195] 
Jo the amount of officers table for ſix months voyage, at | 8655 
1500 rs. per month, making - 1 0 6 2 
To ditto 91,000 allowances, being coo per day, at 92 mrs 
vellon, each allowance = ESSE 8 246,235 


Totabþof charges of fitting out, and the ſaid 


ſix ths 7 | 
1 mon 4 693,430 
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k. An meren, of the charge of a ſixty gun ſhip, laid up for the fx 
| | "WARE months i in port at cadiz 


Wt No uths wag;| Allowances 
in reals vellon. ! Jar month. 


. STE T_— 
Second counter-maſter, 77 J 180 16 | 
or boatſvain - i eee 1 
Sailors upon half pay, {| | | 
and day allowances p 4 99 "oe 1 
Boys ditto _ . - - | 8 |. 180 240 
— P 4 Go | - 
DR Had e ee e ee, Fe. FREY 
Reals. mrs, 
To the amount of 3340 allowances, for 6 e 6 
at 92 mrs. r 
To ditto wages for the iaid 6 months - , 4o_ | o 
| Total 1350 q 8 


Theſe make 13 56 crowns vellon; and as there 
may be a farther charge of between 13 and 14,000 
crowns for pay to the officers of the ſhiplaidup, and 
for the marines, and ſome gunners, that are alſo kept 
in pay on ſuch occaſions, it isapprehended, the whole 
charge of a 60 gun ſhip laid up for fx months may 
amount to i 5200 crowns ; which ſum, added tothe 
64,000 crowns accompted for already, as charges 
upon a ſix months expedition, the yearly expence 
will then amount to the 84,000 crowns, which it 
was rated. at before, a little more or leſs. But the 
* expence would be leſs, if, in diſcharging the ſhip, 
we purſue the plan of the navies of France, England, 
and Holland, of which mention has been already 
made in another place; however, I muſt repeat here, 
that there very ſeldom happens a time, when all the 
ſhips of war are in commiſſion; and though itbethe 
caſe, it is very rare that the ſervice is ſuch, as toob- 
lige the principal part of a navy to be ſix months out 
of port. 7 


What 
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What follows is a ſtated accompt to ſhew the be- 
nefit which accrued to the king's revenue, from the 

freight of two of his majeſty's ſhips of the line, and 
one frigate, that were convoy to the flota of New 
Spain, and ſet fail for that kingdom out of the bay of 
Cadiz, the 27th dayof July 1717, and returned to 
the ſame port upon the 16th of Auguſt 1718, under 
the command of commodore DonAntonio Serrano, 
according to the particulars, as delivered by his ma- 
jeſty's commiſſary of the marine, who was on board 
the flota,of all charges of fitting them out, during the 
voyage out and home, including that of the brficoft 
of them, and other articles; the accompt of the ſu- 


percargoes, with damage from the leakage of the 


ſaid ſhips ſuſtained by the goods belonging to the 
factors and private traders, that were ſhipped on 
board the ſaid veſſels upon freight. In this ac- 
compt 1s inſerted under the article of coft, the va- 
lue of the hull, maſts, rigging, fails, &c. of the fri- 
gate, as alſo that of 30 iron cannon, which 
the ſaid commiſſary omitted in his accompt ; and a 
_ deduction is made from the whole value of them in 
the Indies, for thoſe that were brought back to Spain, 
and there 1s a proportionable charge made, the par- 
ticulars being as follows, = | 


Eſtimate 
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Eſtimate of the principal coſts of fitting out, wa- 


ges, damage of goods, and all other charges of this 


voyage. 


The CariTANA, named Nuxs TRA 


| BxGONA, 


GW * 


n 


SENORA De 


mrs. | Total of 


22*“n 


Jo coſt of hull, guns, maſting, rig-) 1 
1 ging and fails, charge of careening | | 
and cleaning her bottom in Spain | 
and the Indies, wages of theſhip's 
crew, extra- allowance to the ſupe- 


2 


rior officers and marines, officers- Ys 53751 


table, and ſhip's proviſion, diet, me- 
dicines and hoſpital. as per accompt 1 
delivered by the kings commiſſar ß 
1 $243,000 rs, and 3 mrs. old plate | 
whichare therein chergedandhnalke } 


To ime coſt of ſung:y{inds of ther- + I 
iſe, which ſuifercd damage tro PF 
outward bound in this ſtup. fag. t 244. 
. pearvin the ſagercirgbe's drang, . 2037 
for the diſcharge of theſame 16302 ' | | 
rs. and 16 mry, making * | 


To 3538 reals old NTT LL p id 
upon damage teceived by a er of Wo 
Vanillas ſhipped on board the faidC +4 | 
veſſel, which make 


I 1 7 
7 


' « * . 


| 


+ 
— — — * — — — 
: F Þ 
. 1 0 ; 0 N 


O 


To 3000 peſos- eſcudos charged alſo, 5 3000 


0 


o. pt. egſts. 


—_— 


| 


and paid to the ſupercargo 


Total 160,854] 5 191 


2 


ä 


60854 5 19 
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ging, fails, and other charges, as 
articulariſed in the foregoing 
article of the Capitana, as per ac- >1159c1 
compt delivered by the 1 | 
commiſſary, 927,615 reals and 31 
mrs. making - * 
To prime coſt of ſundry kinds of 
merchandiſe, which ſuffered da- 
mage in this voyage, and were 
ſhipped on board this veſſel on the \ 8 
accompt of private traders; aver- | 87 3 


To colt of hull, guns, maſting. 15 


age paid out and home upon the! 
ects of the factors, 46, 206 reals 
and 6 mrs. which make J 
To zooo peſos eſcudos plate charged 
at the ſame time, and paid to he | | 2000 


ſupercargo 


O 


31 


g 


© - 


[100,854 5 19 


OY * 


- 


124,735 2 3 


124,735 2 3 


The TEupzx, named NuzsTRA SENORA 


To prime coſt of this frigate in Spain, 
according to inventory, as it ſtands 
in an article of the accompt deli. \ 
vered by the king's commiſ: 
50, 424 reals, making 

To loſs of zo pieces of iron cannon, © 
which this frigate mounted, and 
are charged in another article \ 
of the ſaid accompt, amounting 
to - JETS ok 

To 154,310 reals, 16 mrs. amount 
of charges of careening, fitting 
out, victualling, wages and other, 19288 
coſts, conformable to the ſaid ack 
compt, making | 

To prime coſt of ſundry merchan 
diſe, which being ſhipped on board / 
this veſſel, was damaged; as like- : 
wite average paid upon the effects? 29977 
of factors, ſhipped alſo, 239,301\ 
reals, 12 mrs. making 5 | 

To 1500 peſos eſcudos plate charged | 

at the ſame time, and paid to the 5 
above ſupercargo, who was ſuper- 1 
cargo of this frigate. | 


| 


. 


A 
1824 


74280 
8 


O 


| 


| 
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By value of the ſhip at her return , 
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Profits and gains made by the ſaid ſhips, conſiſting of the valve 
them, the freights made by them, and other advantages. 
The Caritana, named NutsTraA SexoRra Dt BEGoNA, 


_ 


Peſos 


* 


mrs. 
e 


Neat profits 
lon the voyage, 


— 
By amount of freight u upon mer- } 


chandiſe ſhipped on board this 
veſſel, charged at Cadiz before 
Giling, as appears from the 


accompt of the ſupercargo, 1,078), 


amounting in the whole to 
11,174 peſos eſcudos, and 4 
reals old plate 


By principal freights upon ditto 


received at Vera Cruz, in- 
cluding payments for paſſen- 


gers, and what the factors 64,359 


Paid upon their * 1 888 
ting to 


By damaged * the prime 


coſt of which was paid to the; 
proprietors, ſold as appears by 
the ſupercargo's bom 6 
and amounting to- 

By freights and gains madebome- 


made upon the money of the 


factors, and paſſage money, 
amounting to - 


J 
ward bound, including I 
49 


| By value of the veſſel in the con- 


dition the arrived at Cadiz, 
with ſundry articles contained 


in the accompt delivered by 66,1130 


the king's commiſſary, as ap- 
pears from the ſame 528,909 
reals, 33 mrs. amounting to 


aan I - FI 1 


eſcudos. 


*K 


$,248 | 


4 


4 s 


33 


| 


| 


— 


292885 44 


The AL MIR AN TE, named NuzsTRA SENORA DE GUADALUPE. 


By amount of freight upon mer- 
chandiſe ſhipped on board this 
veſſel, charged at Cadiz before 
failing, as appears by the ac- 
compts of the ſupercargo - _ 

By principal freights upon ditto, 
charged at Vera Cruz, includ- 


ing paſſage money, and what > 61 786 
was paid by the factors on their 5 | 


effects in her, amounting to 

By damaged goods, the prime 
coſt of which was paid to the 
proprietors, amounting to 

By freights and gains made paige 
ward bound, including paſſage ) 
money, and what was paid by 
the factors on their 7 7 a- 
mounting to 


to Cadis, with ſundry articles 
- containedinthe accompt bf the 

king's commiſſary, 242,105 

reals, and 17 mrs, making 


9,851 


» 


1,852 


ets 


mT | 
| 
| 


25 


4 


n, III — 
— 1 
* 
2 


14771711 


9.147,71 1 0 22,435 6 31 
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The T&NDER, named, Nu Ss TR SEnoRa DE GRACIA. 
. Peſos mrs.] Total of | N ; 
| efenes R= 5 þ gains. | Eras nyo 


= 


By amount of freight upon mer- | 
chandiſe ſhipped in this frigate, - 6,006| 3 © 
charged ar Cadiz, before failing (© | 

By principal freights upon ditto, ; 
charged at Vera Cruz, includ- 
ing that upon commodities of & 44,363] © 20 
the factors ſhipped- alſo, and 1 
paſſage-money, amounting to 

By amount of damaged goods, 
which, prime coſt having 

deen paid to the proprictors, 
brought into the revenue, 25 * 11,665 
appears from the accompts of 
tne ſupercargo — - 

By value of the frigate, which 
remained at Vera Cruz, ac- 


„ — 


cording to inventory, the ar- 

tillery, which was brought | 
back out of her, and other | 16.648 
articles contained in the ac- — 
compt of the king's commiſ- | | 
ſary, amounting to 133,191 | ; 
reals, 8 mrs, old plate, mak. ; | 
ig - - 5 


. | 
78,6830 7 | 2] 78,683 7 2| 18,729 3 25 
_416,292 1 251 70,747 6 26 


| | Peſos. | Rs. lane 
O. Pt. : 


Gains made 416,292 1 25 
Charges + 3453544 2 33 


_ 70,7471 6 | 26 1 neat profits upon the voyage 


Thus we find the ſum of 345,544 peſos eſcu- 
dos, 2 reals, 33 marvedis old plate, to be the 
amount of the principal coſts of theſe ſhips, the 
charges of the voyage, ſhip's proviſion, wages, ex- 
tra allowance of the officers and marines, average 
upon damage, and other charges; and the ſum of 
| 416,292, 1 real, 25 maravedis of the fame ſpecie 
| to the amount of the gains made by the ſaid ſhips, 
including the value of them; and that after a de- 
duction of the above amount of coſt and charges, 
| there remains 70,747 peſos eſcudos, 6 reals, 26 
| maravedis old plate net profits, which ſum 5 
majeſty's revenue was benefited for the uſe of the 


4 ſaid 
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ſaid ſhips in this voyage; beſides the tranſport of 
uickſilver, pope's bulls, and ſtamp paper, as al- 
15 that of his majeſty's bullion, which was brought 
to Spain in theſe two ſhips. The ſum paid to the 
merchants for goods that were damaged, amount- 
ed to 38, 17 5 dollars, from which ſum is to be de- 
ducted 13, 5 55 dollars, the ſum which the goods 
were ſold at to the uſe of the king's revenue; in- 
ſomuch, that the real loſs was no more than 
24,619 dollars; and there is no doubt but this 
would alſo be ſaved, when there ſhould not hap- 
pen to be the like ſtormy ſeaſon, which did very 
much damage the men of war, and part of the 
goods ſhipped on board them. So that one may 
reaſonably expect to make upon a voyage of two 
middling ſhips of the line and a tender, appointed 
to convoy the flota, the net profits of a hundred 
_ thouſand dollars upon the gains made upon what 
is ſhipped on board theſe three veſſels only, after 
payment of all the coſts and charges of them as 
above. And provided the voyage ſhould be only 
fourteen or fifteen months, as it often happens, 
inſtead of the eighteen, which was the caſe at this 
time, there will accrue a ſtill greater benefit to the 
royal revenue, excluſive of the king's duties, which 
are chargeable upon the merchandiſe, as well in 
Andaluſia, as the Indies, which are not taken in- 


to the amount of the net profits, which are draws. 
out in this accompt. es ace the 


I g . 


altos 
* — 


